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PATHETIC interest attaches to the issue of this work. The 
gifted author is no more. To him it was given to complete 
his task, but not to see its fruition. On October 31st, 1907, 
he corrected the last proof for the printer, and almost as he 
laid down his pen, illness seized him ; four days later, on 

November 4th, his spirit passed to the land of shadows; "his work was done; 

how well he had done it." It was thought fitting that, included in this History, 

which is at once his fame and his monument, the record of his life should be 

briefly set forth. 

Cornelius Brown was born at Lowdham, Notts., on March 5th, 1852. 
He chose the profession of journalism, and early in life entered the office of 
The Nottingham Daily Guardian. Here he came under the influence of men 
wellknown in the world of letters, and in daily contact with such literary 
mentors and friends, he possessed undoubted advantages, which his studious 
and observant nature enabled him to turn to good account. Antiquarian and 
historical subjects possessed an attraction for him, and he started in the Guardian 
a column of " Notes and Queries," which he subsequently edited under the happy 
alhterative title, " Notes about Notts." In 1874 Mr. Brown was appointed 
Editor of The Newark Advertiser, which he conducted up to the time of 
his death with marked ability and erudition. Of his literary work, besides special 
articles contributed to various journals, the following were issued in book form : — 
"Notes about Notts." (1874), "The Annals of Newark" (1879), "The Worthies of 
Notts." (1882), "An Appreciative Life of the Earl of Beaconsfield," "True Stories 
of the Reign of Queen Victoria" (1886), "A History of Nottinghamshire" (1891), 
and the present work, "A History of Newark," in two volumes (1905 and 1907). 
This last self-imposed task occupied all his spare time and energy for fifteen long 
years, and in his own words : " Newark is worthy of the book, and if the 
book prove worthy of the town, my ambition and reward are alike realised." 

Mr. Cornelius Brown was a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, also a 
Vice-President of the Thoroton Society of Notts. His knowledge, antiquarian 
and historical, was profound ; his memory vast and exact ; his judgment strong 
and acute ; and he united with all his gifts a most amiable and cheerful temper, 
which made him beloved of all who knew him. No need to " mark the marble 
with his name " ; it is imperishably enshrined in his works. 

The portrait of the author of this History, engaged in his labour of love 
upon it, has been added at the request of many friends. 
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N this second volume I have endeavoured to redeem the promises made in the 
first. 

The narrative of local events has been continued from the time of the 

Incorporation of the Borough, in the reign of Edward VI., to the Coronation 

of King Edward VII., and is supplemented by copious chapters, consisting for 

the most part of entirely new material, dealing with Manorial, Parliamentary, 

and Municipal historj', the history of the Magnus School and the career of 

its founder ; the charities of Newark, including an account of St. Leonard's Hospital from its 

foundation ; local Wills, notably those of Magnus, Brown, and Phillipot, not heretofore published ; 

fuU lists of Mayors and Recorders with biographical notes ; and the lives of worthies and 

celebrities whose names are closely and honourably associated with the Borough. 

The great number of authorities consulted and documents examined is indicated in the text 
and foot notes. 

It will be noticed that I have made ample use of the Corporation Minute Books and papers 
in depicting the Hfe of the town in Tudor and Stuart times, while in describing the stirring 
scenes of the Great Civil War, in which Newark took so prominent and valiant a part, I have 
utilised the entries in contemporary publications and documents, and by kind permission of 
Colonel Henry Mellish, of Hodsock Priory, the copy in his possession of the graphic narrative 
of Mr. John Twentyman, who, from the tower of the Church, saw Rupert's gallant troops 
rush to the relief of the town down Beacon Hill. 

The valuable collections of Civil War newspapers and pamphlets made by Mr. Robert 
Hodt^kinson and Mr. William Bradley have been of much service to me in dealing with this 
exciting period, and I have also gleaned many instructive particulars from the registers and 
account-books of adjoining parishes, and from the more recent Calendars of State Papers and 
Reports of the Historical Manuscripts Commissioners, which are of inestimable value to all writers 
of local history. 

My thanks are due and are cordially tendered to the gentlemen above named, and to Mr. 
T M. Blagg, F.S.A., Dr. Philip Nelson, of Liverpool, and others, whose serviceable notes are 
acknowledged in the 'chapters in which they are embodied. I also desire to express my gratitude 
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to the Borough Surveyor (Mr. George Sheppard) and to Mr. W. Bradley for the loan of drawings 
and engravings, to those who have kindly supplied me with photographs, and to all who have 
shown me courtesy and have given me assistance in my long researches in provincial libraries, 
and at the Record Office and British Museum. The Free Reference Library at Nottingham has 
again been especially helpful to me. 

At the suggestion of some readers of the first volume, an alteration has been effected in the 
pages by making up the type to read down the sides of the blocks, instead of across them. In 
other respects the arrangement of the two volumes is identical, and, by a coincidence, the number 
of chapters in each is the same. 

It only remains for me now to express my feelings of relief and thankfulness at bringing to a 
conclusion a work which has made such great demands upon my time, energies, and resources. 

There is probably no literary labour more arduous and exacting than that of the local 
historian, or that, through its laborious and unremunerative nature, demands more of a spirit 
of devotion and self-sacrifice. 

It must have been under a deep sense of its manifold difficulties that Thoroton wrote in his 
own great History : — " I allow no man for a judge who hath not done something of this nature 
himself." 

It is work, however, that brings with it^especially to those who are fascinated by the 
charms of archaeological research — many pleasing compensations. 

The production of these volumes has been to me a most congenial, though a long and heavy task, 
and I am rewarded at last by the satisfaction of feeling that during an association with Newark 
extending over more than thirty years, I have been enabled in this " History " and in the 
"Annals " to build up literary monuments that will for all time bear witness to the historic 
greatness of the Borough and the worthiness of its sons. 

CORNELIUS BROWN. 

Newark, 

Whii Monday, 1907. 
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PLAN OF THE LAST SIEGE OF NEWARK IN 1646, WITH THE FORTIFICATIONS ABOUT THE TOWN. 

the drawing in the possession of Mr. Geo. Sheppard, made from the copy in the British Mtiseum (4670 (i)), Pere Louell, fecit,'] 
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Unaer tfte Cuaors (continued). 

CHAPTER I. 

The Entries in the Corporation Minute Book — Rules and Regulations — The Alderman's Dinner— Distress 
and Sickness — "The Visited House" — The Corporation Estates in 1553 — Religious Persecutions — 
Accession of Queen Elizabeth — Visit of Royal Commissioners — Pentecostal Oflferings — Newark 
Minstrels — Dispute about Tolls— Royal Forces in the Town — Moble Families at the Castle — New 
Charters — Recorder Appointed and Court of Record Established. 

HE first minute-book of the Corporation is of inestimable service in enabling us to 
realise the condition of the town and the activities of its people during the second 
half of the Tudor period. We see first of aU how the newly-created Authority ar- 
ranged to govern itself, as well as to carry out effectually the task of governing its 
constituents. The book is inscribed : "A Boke of the election of the Aldermen 
of the towne of Newarke, with all suche lawes, ordinances, and statutes maide in 
evry of their tymes ffor the good governement and order of the same towne, beginnin in the day 
and feast of Saint Michell tharchaungell, in the fourthe year of the reigne of our Sovereign lorde 
Edward the Sext, etc., Anthony fforster, esquier, then being ffirst Alderman, etc."* The regulations 
are set out in fuU, and are interesting reading. They show the rules which the Authority made 
for the conduct of its business and the guidance of its officials ; nor was the civic duty of 
hospitality overlooked. The Aldermen and assistants founded an annual feast, to take the place, 
doubtless, of the Guild festival ; and directed that the Alderman of the year should give a 
bounteous Michaelmas dinner, to which the assistants and coadjutors and their wives (for the 
ladies were not omitted in these gallant days) should be invited. While the Alderman had to 
be subject to the rules made by the Authority, the assistants and townspeople were expected 
to obey his lawful directions. Any " honest inhabitants" who were contumacious were Hable to 
be immured in the Guild Hall, while for others who broke the laws there was imprisonment in " the 
prison under the Cross in the Pavement Steade." As showing more fully how the predecessors of the 
present Corporation directed their affairs, we quote the regulations in extenso. After reciting the 

* For fac-simile of the first Minutes, see page 3. 
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oaths of the Alderman and his brethren, with their officers " and other comoners within the said town," 
— separate forms of oath being administered to the Alderman, the Assistants, the Coadjutors, the Cham- 
berlains, the Keeper of the Keys, the Town Clerk, the Beadle, the Constable, the Gaoler, and the free- 
menf — the laws, ordinances, and statutes made for the good government and order of the town are given 
as follows : — 

The Election Day. ffirst yt is ordered enacted and agreed by the Alderman aforesaid and by the said assistants by auctoritie 

of their Charter of Incorporacion the xxth day of September Anno Ed. VI. quarto, that the Alderman of 
Newark upon Trent in the countie of Nott. for the tyme being shall every year with the xii assistants or the 
more part of them electe and chiise a newe alderman in the day and Feast of St. Michael the Archangel ac- 
cordingc to the Kings Majesty's graunte to them maide in that behalf. 
The order of the dyetts And yt is also ordened and agreed by the said Alderman and assistants by auctoritie aforesaid that the 

at the Alderman's Alderman of the year past in such Feast of Saint Michael or in the week next ensuying the same Feast 
shall make a dener on such a day the same week as he shall appoynt for xii mease* that is to saye for hym 
self his ivif the xii assistants the xii coadjutoures and all their wifis and that no alderman at the said dener 
shall excede above ffyve dishes for evry mease besids his potage, that is to say, pies, swanne or goose, pyge 
(capon), and custard, or else in default of any of them some other honest dish so that they do not excede 
the said ffyve dishes uppon payne that the offender shall forfett for every dyshe above the said Raite vis. vriid. 
which forfeture to be levyed and taken to the use of the chamber of the said towne. [Someone has added 
later, " This order is repelled in the time of William Leveryt Alderman."] 

fior the payment of the And yt is ffurther ordened enacted and agreed by the said Alderman and Assistants by auctoritie afore- 

officers"oTtlie^hurche'i ^^'^ ^°'^ ^^'^ payment of the Clerks wages of the Churche of Newark and other officers of the same that the 
Alderman for the tyme being and every one of the xii assistaunts shall pay to the Churche wardens or such 
other as shall be appoynted to gather the same every quarter of the yere xiid., every one of the xii coadjutors 
every quarter viiid everyone of them in election to be coadjutors every quarter iiijd every other honest house- 
bolder every quarter iid and every cotagar every quarter id upon payne that the refusers to pay the same 
shall be punyshed by the dyscresshon of the Alderman and the more parte of the Assistants. [Someone has 
written aft^r it, "This order is repelled iii flebruarii 1561, Anno Elizabeth iiiito tempore Johannis Key 
Alderman.] 

fiyneof thecomenSeale And yt is also enacted ordened and agreed by the said Alderman and Assistants by auctoritie aforesaid 

and the Kepmge of the that evry person that shall take a lease of the Alderman and Assistants or the more part of them shall pay to 

the Chamberlayns for the time being to the use of the Chamber for evry comen seale ffyve shiUings and that 

the said seale shall remayn under three Uocks the keyes whereof one to be in the custodie of the Alderman 

for the time being another with the Chamberlajms and the third with Hugh Kelstern. 

The place of imprison- And yt is also enacted ordened and agreed by the said Alderman and Assystants by auctoritie aforesaid 

ment. that the Hall called the Gildehall shall be a playce of imprisonment for such of the Assistants, Coadjutores 

men in election and other honest inhabitants of Newark aforesaid as shall be disobedient to the Alderman 
for the tyme beinge or any ordinances laws or statutes made for the good order of the said town and the prison 
under the Crosse in the Paymentsteade and the caige there to be prisons for all other Comoners of the said 
towne offendinge the Alderman or disobeying the said laws and statutes by the dyscression of the Alderman 
and Assistants or the more part of them. 

In the following year, when William Phillipott was Alderman, further enactments were passed " for 
the obeynge of the Alderman, for the makyng of the coadjutors and punyshment of the disobedient of 
them and of evry comoner, the election of chamberleynes, and their charges for making their accompte ;" 
also defining the duties and responsibiUties of officers, appointing a person to clean the Market Place and 
streets ; nominating surveyors of beggars and vagabonds, seeing that " many valient beggers repaire 
to this towne, and so remayne at their pleasure ; " directing that those elected to office as Alderman, 
Assistants, or Coadjutors, shall take such office under pain of continual imprisonment ; and, lastly, 
ordaining that there shall be a Town Clerk, to give attendance on the Alderman when he shall be com- 
manded, and when the said Alderman and Assistants are assembled together to write all ordinances 
and statutes which they shall conclude upon, as also the accounts of the Chamberlains and 

f These, though first in order, were presumably entered up later as " the Queen " is mentioned. The freeman's oath is very 
comprehensive. He is to be good and true unto the Queen, and to the Alderman and assistants of the town, the franchises, 
hberties, and ordinances whereof he is to maintain ; he is to be contributory to all manner of charges in the town, " taxes, 
tallages, lot, scot, and post horses, and all other charges whatsoever, bering yor parte as a ffreman ought to doe ;" he is 
to take no apprentice except he be free born, " that is to sale, no bondeman's sonne," and for no less term than seven 
years, and at his term's end make him free of this town, he or his friends paying for his freedom according to the ordinances 
of the town, " yf he have justeUe and trulie served you." He (the freeman) is not to know any gathering, convention, 
or conspiracy against the Queen's peace, without warning the Alderman and justices thereof, and helping them to repress 
the same ; and, lastly, he is to give attendance on the Alderman or his deputy when he should be sent for. 
'* Mease (O.F. mes.) a dish or a portion of food sent to, or set on, a table at one time. 
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Churchwardens and other accounts for the use of the town, " and he shall have for his labor one 
yearly ffee of xxs., to be paid by the Chamberlayns at their accompt." 

The rigid regulations as to the supervision of " vahant beggars " (the word " vahant " being used 
to indicate able bodied) show the extent to which mendicancy was growing, and the necessity which 
had arisen for its strict regulation. 

In the reigns of Edward VI. and Mary, the condition of the English people is described as wretched 
in the extreme. " The dissolution of the monastries," says a competent writer, " had involved the 
transfer of one-third of the national wealth. It had invoh-ed also extensive changes in the character 
of the demand for labour, and thus reduced to the ranks of the unskilled those whose skill was no longer 
in demand, even if it did not compel them to swell the ranks of the unemployed. Many of those unem- 
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THE FIRST MINUTES OF THE CORPORATION. 

ployed naturally became vagrants, and the transition of a large proportion of these to the criminal 
classes was so natural as to be almost inevitable. "f The debasement of the currency tended to depress 
trade and industry, and threw the prices of wages into confusion, while the extravagance of the Govern- 
ment aggravated the national misery. Collections were made for the poor, and appeals to the chari- 
table were not without effect. In the Newark Corporation minute-book are entries of two gifts to the 
town which were gratefully received, though it does not appear that they had any special reference to 
the prevailing distress. In 1553 (Hugh Kelstem, draper, alderman). Sir John Londe, clerk, gave to 
the Alderman and assistants two tenements in Milne Gate, in the tenure of John Brignell, of the 
annual value of 20s., reserving an annuity of 13s. ^d. for the term of his life ; and also gave to the 



t " Social England," Vol. III., p. 241. 
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same, to the use and benefit of the town, " twentie pounds in gold." In 1555 Sir John Hercy, knight, 
gave to the Alderman and assistant, inhabitants of the town and their successors, 20 stones of wool. 

Along with the poverty came pestilence. In 1551 there was an epidemic of sweating sickness — the 
fifth and last epidemic of the kind— and outbreaks of plague in 1553 and 1558. In the last-named year 
elaborate precautions were taken at Newark. It was ordered that if any assistant at any time was 
visited with the plague, he should forthwith send those of his household who were sick to the 
" vysyted house,"f or elsewhere out of the town. Anthony Forster, by his last will, gave to the 
Alderman and assistants Meryng Close, within the fields of Newark, " to hold the said land towards 
the aid, comfort, and help of the sick and diseased people, which shall from time to time happen to 
inhabit and remain in the house builded in the fields of Newerk aforesaid," for those visited with 
the plague. Elaborate precautions were taken against the hanging out of clothes of the " visited " 
persons, and stringent regulations for isolation were enforced by heavy penalties. The Tudor monarchs 
put their trust chiefly in quarantine. 



The following extract from the Minute Book (we have modernised the spelling) shows what the 
possessions of the Corporation consisted of at this period : — 



A.D. 1553. A rental of all the lands and tenements 
belonging to the Alderman and his brethren of 
the town of Newark-upon-Trent, in the County 
of Nottingham, made the 28th day of November, 
in the first year of the Reign of our Sovereign 
Lady Mary, and in the time of Edward 
Saynton, alderman : — 

Barnhy Gate. 

WiUiam Richardson, websterj, holdeth by indenture 

one tenement there, by year 8 

Richard Palmer holdeth by an indenture, one 
tenement there, in the tenure of Robert Hugen, 
with certain lands belonging to the same, by 
year i iq 

William Parke holdeth one cottage, with a Uttle 
yard adjoining to the same, by an indenture 
late in the tenure of Ehzabeth Bohngbroke, 
abutting upon ground belonging to the 
Cathedral Church of Lincoln on the north, 
containing in length by estimation 44 yards! 
and in breadth by estimation 7 yards, by year 6 

William Townend holdeth one tenement by year . . 13 

John Corbreyge holdeth by an indenture a close at 
the " Vysytt House," by year 

♦Peter Temple one messuage there, given by Edward 
Sainton after his death, of the yearly value 
of 20s. 

Balderton Gate. 

Richard Jenkynson holdeth a tenement there, by 

year 

Edward Bacon holdeth by an indenture three 

tenements there, by year 3 

The Guild Hall belonging to the Corporation, by 

year 2 

The Almshouse, one barn and one close adjoining 

the said almshouse, by year 16 

One cottage there, in the tenure of Wilham Parke 4 
William Harrison, two chambers, by year 4 

Carter Gate. 
Thomas Ayre holdeth by an indenture one tenement 
and stable there, upon the backside of the Harte, 
abutting on Carter Gate, by year 10 



4 
4 

3 4 



13 4 



Richard Palmer holdeth by an indenture one 
tenement and ten acres of land in Balderton 
fields, and one barn at Beaumond, by year. . . . 

Edward Sainton holdeth by an indenture one barn 
with the croft adjoining to the same in Beau- 
mond, by year 

Jno. Key holdeth by indenture one ley at Beaumond 
Butts, given by Sir John Londe, clerke, by year 

The Church Yard. 
William Leverette, for a gate entering into the 
Church yard, coming out of a tenement late 
belonging to Corpus Christi Chantry, by year . . 

Potter Dyke and olde yards. 

John Wilson holdeth at will, two saffrone gardens 
called the old yards, and he to fence them and 
payeth by year 

Richard Person holdeth a garden steade there, and 
payeth by year 

Wiham Harrison holdeth a garden there, and payeth 
by year 

WilUam Anderson, for a Uttle close, abutting upon 
Potter Dyke, betwixt the back gate of Thomas 
Bothe upon the east, and Peter Lucas upon the 
west, by year 

*William Kelsterne one rent going out of a tene- 
ment there, given by the last will and testament 
of Hugh Kelsterne, 3s. 4d 

Castle Gate. 
Thomas Green holdeth one tenement there, and 

payeth by year 30 

Mylne Gate. 

Richard Calver, for three tenements, one barn and 

a croft adjoining the same, by year 20 

John Brignell holdeth by indenture two tenements 
together there, given by Sir John Londe, 
clerke, by year 22 

Jane Lucas, for a tenement and garden there, at 
will, by year 

Hugh Kelsterne holdeth one tenement by indenture 
in the tenure of Richard Comyne, and payeth 
by year 



33 4 



3 4 



6 o 



3 4 



J The " visited house " was a sort rf isolation hospital for the sick—" visit " in Scriptural language, was to send a judgment of Heaven uoon • " Therpfor,^ haet 
Thou visited ana destroyed them." (Isaiah xxvi., r4.) t Webster— a weaver. ' ■""='^='°re nasi 
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Robert Luve, for a tenement and garden there 

payeth by year 5 o 

Thomas Rawe, for a tenement and garden there, by 

year ; 10 o 

Edward Owteram, for two tenements lying together, 

with their appurtenances, by year 20 o 

*Abram Seale, one tenement there, los. 8d. 

Stodmere Street. 

Christobel Hammond holdeth by an indenture one 
tenement and bam with the appurtenances, 
now in the tenure of Thomas Williamson, by 
year 26 o 

Edward Newton holdeth by an indenture one 

tenement there, by year 14 o 

Frances Swane, for a tenement and a Uttle garden, 

by year 10 o 

Kirke Gate. 

John RosUnge holdeth one tenement with a garden, 

by year 16 6 

William Pynder, one tenement in the holding of 

Mrs. Chapman, by year 8 o 

Thomas Banks, one tenement by year 8 o 

Thomas WyUoughby, for the loan of the town 
vessel containing in weight [ — ] and he to uphold 
the same, by year 2 

John Lawton, one tenement in Myddel Gate 20 o 

Cooke Rome. 

Richard Howes, shoemaker, one tenement there, 

and payeth by year 20 o 

North Gate. 

George Briggs holdeth by an indenture, one tene- 
ment, 30 acres of land and meadow, with 
appurtenances, late in the tenure of Alice 
Greves 46 8 

Robert Grene, one tenement there, and payeth by 

year 20 o 

Ann Grene, widow, for the north part of a tenement 
and a garden, now in the tenure of Edmund 
Stampefford 13 4 

John MUner, one tenement with a toft, by year .... 10 o 

WiUiam Greves holdeth by an indenture one tene- 
ment with certain lands and a meadow there, by 
year 33 4 

Richard Stacye, one tenement and one land now 

letten to William Parke, by an indenture, by year 6 8 

Mr. Kyxkbye, for a close, at will, and payeth by year 6 8 

Mr. WilUam Leveryte, for certain land lying in the 
fields of Newark, and a place there called 
Meering Close, given to the alderman and 
assistants by the last will and testament of 
Anthony Forster, Esq., late deceased, by year 33 4 



* Anthony Kyrke, one parcel of ground, next the 
" vysytt house," newly enclosed, and one 
other close adjoining to the same, in the tenure 
of Thomas Parker, by year, 9s. od. 

Balderton. 

Edmund Claxton holdeth half tenement there, with 
certain lands to the same belonging, and payeth 
by year 4 o 

Coddini;ton. 

Arthur Whytton holdeth one tenement there, with 
certain lands to the same belonging, and payeth 
by year 6 8 

The sum total of this rental 26 4 lO 

Whereof rent resolute. First to the Queen's Highness 
as to her manor of Newark, for lands given 
by Robert Brown, Esq., payable at Michaelmas 
only 45 I 

Item to the said manor by year, going out of a 
house in Barnby Gate, in the tenure of William 
Richardson 22 

Item to the Spytalle next Newark, going out of 

the said lands 5 6 

Item to the said Spytalle, for a tenement in Kirk 

Gate, in the tenure of John Roslyne 6 

Item to the same for one tenement in North Gate, 

in the tenure of John Myllner 11 

Item to the Queen as to her manor of Newark, for 
one rent going out of a house in Barnby Gate, 
late Robert Huggin, by year 10 6 

Item to Mr. Phillipotte, for the obette money going 
out of three tenements, whereof one in Barnby 
Gate, in the tenure of Richard Palmer, 
another in Carter Gate, in the tenure of Thomas 
Ayre, and the third in Milne Gate, in the tenure 
of Hugh Kelsterne, by year 11 2 

Item to the said William Phillipotte, for rent going 
out of a tenement in Barnby Gate, late in the 
tenure of John Cook, cordener, and now in the 
tenure of William Townend, by year 12 

Item to the said William Phillipotte, for rent 

going out of the Guild Hall, by year 4 o 

Item to Sir James Foldejambe, for rent going 
out of a house in Castle Gate, in the tenure of 
Thomas Agrene, by year 14 

Item to Mr. Alleyne Knight, for rent going out 
of lands in Balderton fields, in the tenure of 
Richard Palmer, by year 2 o 

*Item to the Hospital of St. Leonard's, for a tene- 
ment in Middle Gate, late bought of John 
Lawton, 6d. 

*Item to the Queen for a tenement being " the 
almonshous," in Balderton Gate, 2s, od. 

Sum total 4 3 8 



From this it appears that the Corporation had a nett income from rents, etc. 
equivalent to about £200 of money of the present day. 



of £22 IS. 2d. — 



The minute-book is, of course, so entirely local that it is not the place to look for any record of the 
religious movements which agitated the people, though it occasionally throws a sidelight on political 
subjects. We know, however, from other sources that the action of Queen Mary in trying to restore 
the Roman Catholic faith affected Newark by the temporary deprivation from office of its Vicar. An 
Act of 1549 h^^ made it legal for the clergy to marry, and many had availed themselves of it ; but on 



* The entries marked with an asterisk are additions in a later hand. 
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March 4th, 1554, Mary issued injunctions to the Bishops to deprive married priests of their cures. It 
is calculated that this affected one in six of the benefices of the kingdom, altering the personality of 
the clergy in a way not equalled before or since. Altars were to be re-built ; chalices, vestments, and 
ornaments restored ; and the rood, with its attendant figures, re-erected. Along with this came that 
bitter persecution which has made the name of Mary associated with a well-known epithet to its lasting 
dishonour. Among the victims was Archbishop Cranmer, in whom, as a native of Aslockton, a few miles 
away, the people of our town and district must have felt an especial interest. The Archbishop was 
burnt March 21st, 1556. 

With the death of Mary two years later, and the accession of Elizabeth, came a great revolution. 
Royal Commissioners came to Nottingham and Southwell to exact from the clergy a renunciation of 
the supremacy of the Pope — a supremacy which Convocation had unanimously asserted a few months 
before — and an acknowledgment of the supremacy of the Queen. The incumbents of Hauton, Thorpe, 
Elston, Rolston, Crumwell, South Scarle, South Collingham, Fledburgh, and Normanton faUed to ap- 
pear ; and no fewer than six prebendaries of Southwell were deprived for refusing the oath of supremacy. 
On January 24th, 1559, Convocation had apparently unanimously reaffirmed the doctrine of the Mass. 
The clergy were now compelled by the Act of Uniformity to use the Communion Service of the Book 
of Common Prayer, or to suffer imprisonment for life for the third refusal to do so. On May loth, 
1559, the Spanish Ambassador wrote to his master : " Not a single ecclesiastic has agreed to what the 
Queen has done. She is frightened because she has not been able to gain over a single man of them." 
So this Commission was appointed to go from place to place, and gain over the clergy man by man. 
They accomplished their task so successfully that in all England it was only found necessary to deprive 
200 of the more obstinate. 

The Commissioners had also much other business to perform at Southwell for the deanery of Newark. 
They ordered that " In every parish four discreet men shall be appointed to see that all the parishioners 
duly resort to their church upon all Sundays and Holy Days, and there continue the whole time of the 
godly service." The parson was to preach against foreign power four times a year, and not to extol 
images, rehcs, or miracles. A sermon was to be preached once a month, a Bible to be provided, and 
every one exhorted to read it. " All parsons shall bestow yearly upon the Chancels of their Churches 
a fifth part of their benefices, till they be fully repaired." " Any persons using charms, sorceries, en- 
chantments, witchcrafts, soothsaying, or any such hke devilish device, or who shall resort to the same 
for comfort or help," were to be reported. On August 22nd, 1559, Mr. Edwin Sandys (afterwards 
Archbishop of York), together with the other Commissioners, " repaired to a place made in the chancel 
of the church of St. Mary, Nottingham, and, taking their seats there, received with all humility the 
letters of our most illustrious lady the Queen, and caused the same to be read publicly. They then 
caused all who were cited to be named in turn, and pronounced contumacious all who were summoned 
and did not appear. Thereafter, a learned exhortation having been addressed to the people by Master 
Edwin Sandys, they directed all the lay people, namely, the parishioners and churchwardens in every 
parish, after first touching the most holy gospels, that after dinner at two o'clock, they should furnish 
in writing their answers to the articles and enquiries then read and given to them. When the hour 
arrived, the aforesaid churchwardens and parishioners exhibited their bills, along with the inventories 
of their church goods. Next they made careful examination of the condition, learning, and conversa- 
tion of the clergy, examining each one by himself." 
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The session at Southwell for the deanery of Newark took place on August 24th. The present- 
ments by some of the churchwardens are well worth recording. The churchwardens of Wynthorpe 
" doo present that their chauncell is uncoveryde." The wardens and parishioners of Calverton present 
that " their chauncell is almost fallen down for lack of repairs." The parishioners of North Clifton 
have had no clergyman for these two years. The church of Staunton is much in decay for lack of re- 
pairs. The vicarage of Cropwell Bishop is far in decay. The vicar of Stoke does not reside in his 
parish, and there has been no service there since Midsummer. The parson of Balderton does not reside 
there, and the church is in decay for want of repairs. Tuxford is without a vicar, and there has been no 
parson at Bawtry for 12 months past. In many parishes the Bibles have been publicly burnt. Some 
of the churchwardens presented immoralities on the part of their parishioners. Some such offence 
is most probably referred to in the following entry, made two days later, in the manuscript volume 
from which we have been quoting :§ — " Edward Baker, of Newarke, husbondman, came and acknow- 
ledged that he owed the lady our queen £20, to be raised from his goods, lands, and chattels, for the use 
of the lady Queen, &c. The condition of this recognisance is such that if the said Edward Baker obe- 
dyently doo such Pennaunce as now be and hereafter shall be appointed unto him by the Queens' 
Majesty's Commissioners, for his offence detected in the visitation, and do also make certificate thereof 
at such time and place as shall be also appointed unto him, that then the recognisance is to be void." 
To this were afterwards added the words, " Memorandum, that this recognisance was taken before Henry 
Gates, knight, Edwin Sandys, and Hen. Harvy, 26th August, the first year of the lady Queen." 

These presentments, as already stated, were made before the Commission sent round soon after 
the accession of Elizabeth. The entries in the Court Books and Visitation Books of the Archdeaconry 
of Nottingham begin a few years later, and among the presentments therein are the following : — 4 Aug., 
1565. Against John Chapman, of Newark, because he did not communicate at the Feast of Easter 
last. His defence was " that the cause of not receyving the communion at Easter last was for no other 
matter but because he was out of charitie with William Spur and Mathewe Chapman, of Newark afore- 
said, who had mysused him. But he dothe saye that he is nowe in charytie with theme, and wilbe con- 
tented to receyve the blyssed communion when he shalbe therunto commaunded." 10 Jany., 1576-7. 
Against John Fryth, WiUiam Bell, and Johanna Tumeley, of the parish of Eakring, on a charge of im- 
morality. Johanna Tumeley was ordered " to doe penaunce in the parish churche of Eykeringe on 
Sunday, bare-headed, bare-legged, and bare-footed, with a whyte shete, and alsoe to doe the same about 
Newark merket on Wednesday next, and to stand on the tope of the crosse half an houre in the same 
maner, and to certifye the same the next court day." On the i8th of the same month, Joan Turneley 
"doth certifye that she hath done penance in Eykeringe churche on sundaye, and lyckwyse at Newarke 
on Wednesdaye last more penitentcies, viz., with a whyte shete, bare-headed, bare-legged, and bare- 
footed, with a white rod in her hand." Unfortunately for her, it is certified " that she did not her 
penaunce penitently," so that the Archdeacon's Official ordered her " to come to Newarke on Wednes- 
day next, and there to be carted with a pan ronge before her, and lyckwyse to doe her penance at 
Eykeringe on sundaye next, standinge on a seyte in the middest of the church all service tyme, her face 
turned towards the people." John Fryth, one of her paramours, was ordered a similar penance on the 
15th Feb;, but was to stand on the cross in Newark market-place a whole hour, instead of half one. 
26 JunCj 1577. Richard Humfrey, of Newark, " presented for a disturber of the parisheners in tj'-me of 
sfervice, and for revilinge and quarrellinge with the churchwardens in the churche." Robert Thomp- 

§ State Papers Domestic, Elizabeth, Vol. X. 
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son, of Newarke, " presented for sufferinge his servaunt to woorke upon the Sabothe daye, and doth 
kepe his shoppe open in t5mie of dyvine service, to the greate offence of the parishe." John Browne, 
of Newark, " presented for bringinge his children to the churche, which ys to the greate annoyannce 
of the parish."* 

In the manuscripts preserved at Belvoir Castle, f there is a curious letter from the Corporation of 
Newark to the Earl of Rutland, descriptive of a dispute as to the payment of an- oblation to the Col- 
legiate Church of Southwell. The townspeople, in their Protestant zeal, wished to discontinue a pay- 
ment which they contended had always been voluntary even in pre-Reformation times, but the South- 
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THE ORIGINAL GRANT OF ARMS. 



well officials claimed the money as a Pentecostal offering. The letter of the Corporation (a.d. 1562) 
is as follows : — " ' In tymes past there were oblacions by some of thinhabitauntes of this towne of 
Newarke to an image of Our Lady at Southwell in the tyme of idolatrie, which oblacion was never 
certayn but alwaies voluntarie, some tyme more and some tyme lesse as people were disposid. And 
syns the restoring of religion, and taking away of images, the same oblacions haith seased. Notwith- 
standing of late Mr. Crecy, Officiall of Nottingham, haith cited our churchwardens to appere before 
hym at Southwell to shewe why they shuld not pay accustomed money due to the collegiate church 
of Southwell in the Feast of Penticost according to the auncient and laudable custome . . . The 
manner of their commying was with procession, having their crosse, banners, and such like.' The 

* Mr. Blagg, F.S.A., who kindly drew our attention to these presentments in the books of the Archdeaconry, writes ; " About 

1592, it became usual in the Archdeaconry Court of Nottingham to commute the corporal penances' of adulterers into 
money fines, and the income derived from this source was devoted to various public purposes. Thus, on ist March, 
I 593-4, five marks were granted to the Alderman of Newark and his assistants, to be used in the repair of ' the pavement 
of some of the common waies or gates.' " t Vol. I., p. 83. 



HISTORY OF NEWARK. 9 

churchwardens have answered that the money was never due, whereupon the official has excommuni- 
cated them. He has refused to stand to any order of the justices of assize or other indifferent persons', 
and appomted them to appear again before him on Monday next at Southwell. We desire your help 
or advice." Unfortunately the Earl's reply does not appear, so that we are unable to say in what way 
he exercised his powerful mediation. || 

That he was very willing to do anything for the town is evident from the fact that he was one of 
those at whose " humble instance and request" a grant of arms was made. The actual grant of arms 
of sixteenth century date is a possession which few Corporations, even those far older and more impor- 
tant than our own, can boast. In most cases these gorgeous documents have disappeared. Newark 
is fortunate. The original grant of arms to the borough, made by Sir Gilbert Dethick, Garter, in 1561, 
is framed, and hangs in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall. It is on vellum, with an illuminated 
border, a miniature of a herald in tabard in the initial letter, and the arms themselves, with crest, sup- 
porters, and mantling, in the proper metals and tinctures, set out in the margin. The official blazon 
given in this patent is as follows : — " Barre wave of sixe, silver and asure, in chefe guwles therin a 
peacocke displayed proper colour, between flower de luce and a lyon passant regardant, gold on the 
helmet, on a wreath silver and assure a morse silver, beaked sable, therin holding a Ele in proper coUef 
[colour] ; mantled gules, doubled silver, bottomed gold ; the said Armes assisted betwene two suppor- 
ters, a Otter and a Beaver, both in propp[er] coller, [colour] the beaver langued gules," " as more 
playnely appeareth by the picture therof in the margent." 

The minute-book does not contain any reference to this matter, but as illustrating the ordinance? 
in force in the town at this time, the following entries may be quoted. In 1560 it was ordered that 
no fishmonger should sell any fish upon any Sunday in Lent in Divine service time ; that no butchers 
dwelling without the town should bring any flesh to sell in the Market, unless they brought with 
them the hide and tallow with the offal, " that is to saye, the heade and harte ;" and that no 
assistant should appear in the Council or in the Market on market day without his gown, upon pain 
of every defaulte 3s. 46.., unless he have a reasonable excuse. At the same time an order was also passed 
providing for free speech in the Council by the assistants, town clerk, and others, without 
fine. " They may frely speke, and declare their mynds in all things amongest them, standing 
bareheaded, without any contempt, offence, fyne, or imprisonment for the same, any ordinance 
before made to the contrarie notwithstanding." There is a regulation in 1561 providing where the 
Aldress and the wives of the assistants should sit in church ;* and in 1562 it was ordered that none 
should keep 'any victualling house, ale house, tippling house, nor use any occupation, art, or mystery 
in the town or liberties of Newark, except he be first a free man, and have received the oath. An order 
was also made that those who refused to pay any sums charged upon them for the pavage should be 
liable to imprisonment. 

In 1563 it was ordered that for avoiding the great charge at churchings (which had been 
customary, to the undoing of many poor people), no one should henceforth make any dinner or feasting, 
but " only breade or cake ale beare and wyne or any of them," unless it be for the godfathers and god- 
mothers of the child, and that in place of such great charge, any person whose wife should be churched 

II The Corporation of Nottingham used to make an annual journey to Southwell on Whit Monday, to bear the Pentecostal 
offering to the mother Church, and were doing so as late as 1616, as appears by an entry in the Chamberlain's account 
for that year. 
* In the old parish church, near the Corporation pew, was another large one for the ladies of the famihes of members 

of the Corporation, known as the Aldress's Pew. 
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should pay to the use of the poor within the said town, if an assistant 5s., a coadjutor 3s. 4d., any honest 
commoner in election 2s., and any other commoner according to his abihty. Any person makmg 
default shall give double the amount to the use of the Chamber. In the same year it was ordered that 
every person being a householder should come himself or send an able person to keep the night-watch 
when warned to do so, and to be at the Cross in the pavement steade by nine o'clock at night, from the 
Feast of the Ascension of our Lord until the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel, on pain of imprison- 
ment. 

In 1563, the Earl of Warwick, on behalf of Elizabeth, had seized Havre, and after expelling the 
French from the town, made preparations to hold it against the united power of the French Monarchy. 
Assistance was drawn from the Midlands, and it is interesting to know that of the stalwart soldiers who 
were collected together to aid him, Newark contributed a fair quota. So great was the levy that it 
aroused a protest, the Corporation writing to the Earl of Rutland £is follows :— " 1563, July 9. Newark. 
— The justices of the peace of Nottinghamshire have mustered the people, and appointed six hundred 
able men to serve in the wars against the French. One hundred of these have been charged within 
your stewardship of the town and wapentake of Newark, without the advice of your deputy-steward, 
Mr. Constable. At the time of the rating. Sir WiUiam Mering and Mr. George Neville, who would have 
been ' indifferent' to us, were at London. Always before this time, this shire was charged to furnish 
three hundred men, and this town and wapentake not above thirty, the town never finding more than 
eight. For this service, we would be content to double the number. The justices are appointed to meet 
at Nottingham on Monday." As Warwick indignantly complained that he had not been properly fur- 
nished with supplies of men and provisions, it seems probable that the Newark and other troops did not 
reach him until too late. Havre was lost on July 28th, and when Lord Clinton appeared with rein- 
forcements he found the place surrendered to the enemy. To increase the misfortune, the army on 
their return brought the plague with them to England, where it swept off great multitudes, especially 
in the city of London. 

It will serve further to illustrate the town life of the period if we mention that Newark had a 
company of waits or minstrels, and gave its authority for the production of plays. At Leicester, " by 
immemorial custom, the dignity of the Mayoralty was in part sustained by a company of minstrels, 
known from their first appearance in the town accounts, down to their final dismissal in 1835, as ' the 
Town Waits.' They had to be in attendance on the Mayor on all State occasions, as proclaiming the 
May Day and other fairs ; and at the Mayor's feast they occupied the minstrels' gallery in the Guild- 
hall ; they were also to play daily in the town both night and morning, besides other duties. The 
number was originally three, but afterwards increased to six. In the Leicester accounts for the 
year 1524 there is a charge for i6s. for ' liveries ' for the waits ; and similar entries are of constant 
occurrence down to the Commonwealth, when for a time they disappear, to be resumed after the 
Restoration. "t At Newark also the waits were recognized public servants. 

In 1565 it was ordered " that any person nowe inhabitinge or which hereafter shall inhabit within 
the town of Newark and liberties of the same shall pay towards the wages of the waits that now be and 
that hereafter shall be appoynted such sum or sums of money as shall be assessed and set upon them by- 
the Alderman and assistants ;" and further, that at any marriage or feasting no inhabitant should have 

t Vide Article by Mr. W. Kelly, Royal Hist. Soc, Trans. III., 304. 
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any musicians or minstrels but the waits of the said town.f Three years later there is the following 
entry : — 

*^°' or'tragedkiy'"^^'' ^ }^^^ w'^^'f '^, '^^ "' !^^^' °^ J^n^arie, 1 568, by the saide Alderman and Assistants in the absence only of 
K "^'ti;" A°ij ^ ^'^"^ °* *^® ^^*'^® assistants to whom or at whose dwelling house warning shall be geven 

by the Alderman for the time beinge or his officer to accompanye the saide Alderman at any such playe inter- 
lude or tragedie withm the said towne that they shall come to the same or pay their money, viz., iiiid a peice 
at lea^t upon demand upon payne of anyone refusing so to do to forfet to the use of the Chamber iiis iiiid., 
and that no players from henceforth shall playe in the Scole house but only such as shall be permitted and 
licenced there to playe by the Alderman for the time being at such time as the Alderman and assistants shall 
be there present themselves. 

The taste for dramatic representations had been much encouraged in the time of the Queen's father. 
Henry VIII. had two sets of players in 1514, known as " the King's players" and " the King's old 
players." The minstrels, no doubt, were the first dramatic performers in England ; but the regular 
actor can hardly be said to have been created before the time of Henry VII., who, in 1494, had four 
" players of the Kynge's enterluds," who each received five marks per annum. The tastes of the Tudor 
monarchs spread amongst their subjects, and dramatic performances became popularised. At Not- 
tingham, in the days of Elizabeth, the players were well received, the Council in 1572 erecting a scaffold 
in the Guild Hall for the Queen's players to perform upon, and paying for ale consumed at an inn during 
another of their performances. Permission to play in the Hall was also extended to the Earl of Sussex's 
players in 1577. || There are a number of items of payments to minstrels, and amongst others the fol- 
lowing in 1571-2 : — " Item gevyn to the Weytes of Neworke, viiid." 1572^" Item gevyn to the 
Weytes of Neworke the 29 of July, vid."t 

Another subject on which the Nottingham Records enlighten us, but on which our own are silent, 
is the dispute which prevailed in 1566 between the burgesses of the two towns with regard to tolls of 
horses and goods passing over the Trent at Kelham. The burgesses of Nottingham claimed the right 
by charter of Edward III. of tolls, pontages, and passages (through-toll) of everything passing over 
the Trent between Thrumpton and Newark, and the scale of charges imposed was " for any horse laden 
with man's bread, commonly called sale-bread, or bread to be sold, one halfpenny ; and for any horse 
laden with sheepskins, one penny." Incited by Alderman Storres, of Newark, WiUiam Barker and 
WiUiam Robinson, when these tolls were demanded of them at Kelham Bridge, refused to pay, and 
when the toll-keeper, Watson, tried to detain their horses, some laden with bread and others with 
sheepskins. Barker and Robinson assaulted Watson and so frightened him that he had to give them up. 
An action at law followed, and eventually, after thirty-five years' dispute, with actions and cross actions, 
an agreement was arrived at in 1601, restoring to the farmers of the toU the possession of it at Newark 
Trent Bridge, the burgesses of Nottingham to deliver to the use of the Corporation of Newark " Gas- 
coygne wynes to the valewe of twenty marks," and also agreeing that the freemen of the said town of 
Newark should be for ever acquit of any toll to be taken at the same bridge by the Corporation of Not- 
tingham or their farmers. 

In 1569 the seizure of Mary Queen of Scots, who had taken refuge in England, and was entrusted 
to the safe keeping of the Earl of Huntingdon in the strong castle of Tutbury, led to the development 
of schemes for her release, the deposition of Ehzabeth, and the restoration of the Roman CathoUc faith. 
The Earls of Northumberland and Westmoreland placed themselves at the head of a body of gentlemen 
prepared to rise for Mary's rescue, and were carefully watched by the Earl of Sussex, President of the 

X The word " waits " has been struck out and " inhabitors " inserted. 
II Nottingham Borough Records, IV., intro. viii. t ^^^'^- PP- '37. 140. 
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Council of the North. Elizabeth's great and acute minister, Sir William Cecil (afterwards Lord 
Burghley), was also on the alert, and covered the northern districts with a network of spies. " The 
population of England was so small — scarcely three miUions — that it was possible for a Minister to 
have a personal knowledge of all men of any importance. Cecil received from all officials in Church 
and State reports about the religious and political opinions and attitude of all who dwelt within their 
districts."!! He learnt the precise objects and movements of the conspirators, and also who were 
supporting them. A force of about 4,000 foot and 1,600 horse was collected by the rebels, and a 
manifesto published declaring that their aim was to re-establish the religion of their ancestors, remove 
evil counsellors, and restore the Duke of Norfolk and other faithful peers to their liberty and the 
Queen's favour. Writing from York to Sir William Cecil, a correspondent whose name is cut off his 
letter says, " the malcontents aim chiefly at the life of the Queen, and the destruction of all of us who 
embrace Christ's sincere religion and her godly laws." He cites amongst the rebels Oswald Wilkinson, 
gaoler or keeper of York Castle, as " a most pernicious obstinate Papist," who, " journeying towards 
the South, at 



Newark-on- Trent, 

openly uttered in 

the hearing of Mr. 

Henrison§ ( ? ), 

alderman (the 

statement that) 

within four days 

Mass should be 

openly said in 

Yorkshire as the 

Communion was." 

The same subject 

crops up in the 

examination of 

George Peacock, 

Alderman of York 

(1570), who says 
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SIGNATURES FROM THE MINUTE BOOK, A.D. I589. 

Thomas Crosse, alderman, Thomas Heryeng, WilUam Harrison John Deathe 

George Brygge, Christopher Jenison, Edmond Metheringham, Anthony 

Haslam, Nicholas Goddard. 



that whilst he and 
others were at the 
sign of the Hart 
(Newark), "Ken- 
ester, the good 
man of the house, 
asked if they knew 
Oswald, and were 
told of him that 
he heard him say 
openly, before the 
Alderman of the 
town, that he 
trusted within a 
short time to see 
Mass in his own 
county, "t This 
was a serious thing. 



for Wilkinson, who narrowly escaped apprehension at Newark, Kenester saying he was much offended 
the alderman had let him go. To cope with the malcontents, two armies were launched, one 
commanded by the Earl of Sussex, and including in it the Earl of Rutland, and the other by the Earl 
of Warwick and Lord Clinton. The two last named received a joint commission, and Newark was 
selected as a convenient place for the union of the Earl of Warwick and Lord Clinton's troops., 
Writing to Cecil on the 29th November, Lord Clinton announces his intention of moving to Newark 
with his whole force, and on December i (1569), he suggests that they had better remain there until 
the arrival of the Earl of Warwick, " for the furnishinge and trayninge of my men, which be yett farr' 
owt of order, and also for the sparinge of the victualls." On December 3 Lord Clinton writes from 
Newark stating that he will proceed the next day to Doncaster, taking with him two pieces of ordnance 

II " Queen EUzabeth," by Bishop Creighton, 141. 
§ WilHam Harrison was alderman in 1 1:69-70. and again in 1579-80, and in 1 591-2 

t State Papers, Eliz." Addendij,, Vol. 18, No. 12. ' ' , 
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sent from Cecil's house at Burghley. Another batch of troops, under the command of Edward 
Aglionby, reached the town on December 28,* and remained there until a convoy of horse sent by the 
Lord Lieutenant joined them. Clinton's and Warwick's forces having united, marched against the 
rebels on the one side, while Lord Sussex drove them before him on the other. Disheartened and 
alarmed, they fled in all directions. The royal troops had no need to strike a blow, and so rapidly could 
the services of some of them be dispensed with, that on January 16 (1570), we find Lord Clinton at 
Newark writing to Cecil relative to a portion of the treasure sent for paying off the army.t 

The following is the certificate of the expenditure which Newark had incurred in 1570, signed by 
Willm. Harrison, alderman ; Willm. Leveryt, Edward Kelsteme, and John BrigneU, Justices of Peace 
there present : — 

ffirst paid to thandes of Thorns Couper, esquier, at his house at Thurgarton, viii U. for three corslittesj with a pike furnisshed 
whereof Receavid of hym agayne in money his., and so remains cviiis. ; and for fetching the same from Notingham, iiiis. ; 
which corslittes wee have in our custodie furnisshed. Paid to thandes Sir Willm Meringe for twoe corselittes furnisshed, 
iii li. xvis. ; to hym for one calliver,|| xxxs., to hym for one harq. (harquebus), xviiis., which said ii. last corslittes wee have 
in our custodye. 

And uiis. for fetchinge the same from Nott. Itm set furth at the last service twoe men furnisshed one with a caliver 
and an other with a harq.§ which harq. wee shall rec. agayne, and have paid for a cahver in lieu of the said harq., xxs., 
to one henry fflower. And to hym for slopps and cottes (coats) for the said ii. souldiours xxxs. ; and to the same soul- 
diours in their purses for Conduct (money) to Yorke, viiis., and swerdes and daggers. 

Itm that the inhabitauntes of the said towne of Newarke have bene sore charged with cariage for the provision of the warrs, 
never taking above xxd. for a hole draght of horses for a carte for Ten miles. And continuallie sore charged with service 
of post horses, not taking since candilmes last above a peny a myle, for the which wee cold not have to furnishe the postes 
and messingers, so that wee were forsed to charge upon the inhabitauntes of eny habilitie that hadd no horses to pay by 
course as yt shuld falle vid. a pece.** 

The occupant of the castle during the stay of the troops in Newark was Sir Francis Leeke, of 
Sutton Scarsdale, in Derbyshire. On the 25th June, 1560, a lease had been granted to him of the site 
of the castle, formerly " parcel of the possessions of the Bishop of Lincoln exchanged," for twenty-one 
years at the annual rent of 53s. 4d.,ft with proviso that " if it should please the Queen's Majesty to 
resume the same lease at one year's warning. Sir Francis should leave the same to Her Highness." 
During December, 1569, Sir Francis was in possession under this lease, for we find him writing various 
letters to Secretary Cecil, dating them from Newark Castle. In a letter of December ist, 1569, he 
refers to the rebellion in Cornwall, and says he has heard that the forces wore red crosses as well as the 
priests. In another letter he refers to a seditious report by one Robert Colman, and says the 
information was given by Edward Kelsteme, " a man of the best credit." In his last, bearing date 28th 
Jan., 1570,, he says, " Now that this tumult is ended, I beg leave to return and visit my sick wife in 
Derbyshire. The Earl of Sussex and Sir Ralph Sadler will be here to-morrow." 

The Earl of Rutland, who. was one of the leading officers of the army of Sussex, petitioned the 
Queen in 1575 relative "to the castle of Newark, to which he had taken a fancy. He intimated his desire 

* state Papers, Dom., Eliz., Ix., No. 15, 57. f Ibid, Vol. Ixvi., No. 15. 

. , , -J Corslet — a hght cuirass, worn to protect the front of the body. || Caliver — a hand gun. 

' "" § 'Harquebuse — an old hand gun, longer than a musket, and of large calibre, supported on a rest. 

*-* State Papers, Dom., Ehzabeth, Vol. Ixx., i (6). A letter had been addressed to the Council on the ist Feb., 1569, pointing 
out that though they had ordered that any special messenger on Her Majesty's service should pay 2d. per mile for eVery 
horse they should have cause to use for their posting during the time of the service in the north, the messenger was un- 
;. -' wilHng-to pay the price. The subject is also referred to in the Corporation Minutes. -i 

ft Vide Rolls of Particulars of Leases, Co. Notts,, Roll III., No. 55. 
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to purchase of her Majesty the whole of the manor, stating that he had not any house within the county 
of Nottingham. A favourable answer was sent in regard to the castle, for immediately on the 
expiration of the tenure of Sir Francis, a lease (bearing date 14th February, 1581) was granted to the 
Earl of Rutland, the countess his wife, and Elizabeth his daughter, for the term of their three lives. 
It was as follows : — 

Whereas we by our Letters Patent dated the third year of our reign, granted to Francis Leake the Castle of Newark until the 
end of a term of 21 years, which letters patent our beloved cousin Edward Earl of Rutland now possessing, has surrendered 
to us in our Exchequer, know ye that because the said Castle is in great decay and ruin for want of repairing, as we are 
for certain given to understand, the burdens and expenses of which repairs the said Edward Earl of Rutland, Isabel his 
wife, and the lady EUzabeth Manners, their daughter, offer to expend and maintain the said Castle at their own expense, 
we have granted to them the whole of the said Castle, to have and to hold to Edward Earl of Rutland, and after his death 
to Isabel his wife, and after her death to the lady Elizabeth Manners, their daughter, for an annual rent of 53s. 4d. ; and 
it shall be lawful to them to pull down (disvellere) and to demolish 40 feet of the height of a certain high tower of the 
said Castle of Newarke, so that they may use the stones, lead, iron, timber, and rubbish (Rudera) of the said part of a 
tower for repairing the buildings now within the walls of the Castle, — to quit if desired at one year's notice on payment 
of cost of repairs.* 



The Earl of Rutland 
was in constant residence 
at Newark during the first 
three months of 1586, but 
he left for London early in 
April, for there is an in- 
teresting letter directed to 
him there in reference to 
the importation of the 
plague into Southwell, which 
was causing much alarm 
amongst the residents in 
the cathedral town. Mr. 
Fairebame writes : — " The 
plage is suspected to be at 
Sowthwell for there is one 
ded which cam from Boston 




LORD BURGHLEY. 



thether, and as I am credible 
informed there was towe of 
Sowthwell ryde to Boston 
to learne wether he was in 
any danger of tlie plage or 
no, and they were sertified 
of a truthe that the man 
which is ded at Sowthwell 
touk his cloak forth of his 
trends house in Boston who 
was ded presentlie before of 
the plagge and iiij or v more 
in the house. Wherefore I 
would be very glad to knowe 
your lordships pleasure for 
making further provision if 
there be any further danger." 



The contagion continued in the county more or less throughout the year, and it also spread into neigh- 
bouring localities. Writing from Newark, on Nov. 28th, Mr. Fairebame says :— " The sickness does not 
spread in Bottesford. I have been to Sir George Chaworth in the matter. I have kept the suspected 
persons in one house this five weeks, and it remains there only. We cannot learn certainly whether it is 
the plague or not, but it is very suspicious. Six have died and four remaining have had ' lysings,' 
some between their shoulders and necks, some on their legs and bodies. If it spreads any further 
we mean to build a house for them in the fields and keep them out of the town." 

The earl died in April, 1587, and his brother succeeded him in the peerage. There are letters of 
condolence extant from Sir Gervase Clifton, Sir George Chaworth, and other county magnates to the 



* Transcripts of Leases, Augmentation Office, 24 Elizabeth, fo. 92. This document is of exceptional interest, as indicating the 

lowering of the high tower at this period. 
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new earl, and a letter from Edmund Leyveret from Newark, stating that all the instructions received 
relating to his lordship's property in the town would be carried out :— " I have received your letter, 
and all things therein contained shall be done. My lady your sister-in-law has written to Mr Whalley 
to take the castle and new stable to her use, and to lock all the doors, and that none of your brother's 
men who have had any deahngs for his Lordship shall meddle with anything until they hear from the 
Lord Treasurer or herself. My Lady has let the castle close and another to her man Gardiner." The 
Earl had bequeathed the castle and its demesne to the countess, his widow, so long as she continued 
unmarried. Sir William Cecil was one of the trustees under the will, and in this way Newark became 
closely associated with Queen Elizabeth's famous minister. On May 23rd, 1587, Sir William (now 
Lord Burghley) and his co-trustees, wrote to John, the new Earl, reminding him of his brother's will, 
and asking that the widow should have quiet possession of the estate. Here is a copy of the letter, 
signed, " your lordships very loving frendes, W. Burghley, W. Mildmay, Will. Gerrard, Th. Egerton ; " 
and addressed to the Earl of Rutland, " about the Countess portions of Newark Castle, &c. :" 

After our harty commendations, we ar geven to understand that your lordship hath geven comaunde that the Castle of Newarke 
the leases of the Castell, parsonage, and demeanes of Newarke, should not be delivered to the Countes, your sister in lawe 
and also that your lordship hath had and yet hath in the demeane landes of Newarke a great nomber of cattell, wherefore 
we have thought good to lett your lordship understand that it doth plainly appere unto us by the will of your late brother 
that the leases of the saide Castell, demeanes, and parsonage of Newarke ar geven to the saide Countes soe lon» as she kepeteh 
her self sole and unmaried ; , . and that the Castell of Newarke was also geven by the Queene's Majestie to the late 
Earle, your brother, and the Countesse, his wif, and to the la. Eliz., your neece, during theyr lives, which thino-z being 
considered, we see noe cause to the contrary but that your lordship shold presently suffer the saide Countes to have the use 
and occupation of all the premisses quietly without any interruption, according to the true meaning of the late Earle, your 
brother's will, and the effecte of your owne bond. . . . We have thought good to require your lordship not only to' suffer 
the said Countes to have and enjoy the thinges before remembred, but also all her joynture quietly ; and the la. EUza- 
beth, your neece, to have the three nagges and certeine lambes known to be hers. . . And soe doe comitt your lordshio 
to the tuition of the Almightie.f 

Writing to the executors in reply, June 12th, 1587, the Earl says : — " By your letter of the 23rd May 
last you required me to deliver to the Dowager Countess of Rutland the demesne of Newark and the 
parsonage and all the appurtenances and the lease of Cleving Close, although they are but legacies. 
I will satisfy her so far as I must, to avoid the breach of my recognisances, but no farther. The debts 
are heavy and much increased by the funeral charges, so I trust you will give me time to examine the 
means I have to pay them as well by the stocks and ' gards,' as by the lands assigned for. that purpose. 
If these helps suffice then I will do as you require ; but if it shall not fall out so, then I trust the 
debts will be considered before the legacies." 

Mary Queen of Scots was executed on Feb. 8th, 1587, and along with Queen Elizabeth's affected 
•sorrow at her tragic death, came the arrangements for a funeral at Peterborough six months later. The 
following letters, written to the Earl of Rutland " at St. Leonard's, Newark," relate to this matter. The 
Lords of the Council say : — " Her Majesty has made special choice of you and your wife to assist at the 
funeral of the late Scottish Queen, in company with other divers noblemen and gentlemen, on the ist 
day of Aug., at Peterborough. The Master of Her Majesty's Wardrobe, Mr. John Fortescue, will deliver 
a certain proportion of ' blackes ' for yourself, your wife, and certain gentlemen, gentlewomen, and 
yeomen to attend upon you." Thomas Screven writes : — " You stand in very gracious terms with the 
Queen, and the Countess Dowager has received but cold comfort. All that business is now very quiet, 
but she was with her mother again on Sunday last about the recognisances. The coach shall be ready, 

t State Papers, Dom., Eliz., Vol. cci., No. 41. 
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and a": Newark on Wednesday. It is resolved that you and my Lady must be at the funeral of the 
Scottish Queen at Peterborough on the last of this month, as the ceremony is on the first of August. 
I have sent you 20 yards of black for yourself and as much for my lady, 20 yards for her three 
gentlewomen, nine yards for three gentlemen, and 24 yards for 16 yeomen. I have also sent some for 
Sir Thomas Manners and his Lady, who are appointed to be there. The comb, brushes, and setting 
sticks shall be sent to my Lady as soon as they are ready." 

In the register of Stoke, in which parish the Castle was situate, is an entry of the marriage, on Jan. 
13, 1588, of WiUiam Cecil, Esq., " son and heir apparent of the Right Worshipful Thomas Cecil, knight, 
and Elizabeth, daughter of the Rt. Hon. Edward, late Earl of Rutland." The marriage took place in 
the chapel of the Castle, and the register is signed by Mary Manners in a bold handwriting almost 
as distinct as on the day it was written, and other witnesses. The following is the entry in the regi- 
ster :§:r- 

" Memorandu that on monday being the xiiith 

daye of [January]* 
in the yeare of our Lord 1588 and in the xxxi'li 

[year]* 
of her maiestie's Raygne Willm Sicill Esquye[r] 
Sonne and heyre apparent of the right worshipfull 
Thomas Sicill, knight, and Elizabeth Ladie Ros 
daughter of the right honourable Edward late Ear[l] 
of Rutland, were by and w'li the free consentes of 
theyr parents, viz. of the sayd S' Thomas Sicill 
knight, and of the right honourable IsabeU Coun- 

tesse 
of Rutland lawfully marryed together in the Chap- 
pell of the Castle of Newarke of the pishe of 
Stoke, by Samuel ffleminge, clarke, pson of the pishe 
churche of Botesford in the countie of Leicester 
in the presence of these psons whose names are here 
under written. 




t[Mrs.] Mary Manners 
|[Mr'| ffrauncis Holcroft, 

Gent. 
t[Mi"s.] An Hoyden 
t[Mr] Wni. Harrison 
trMr.] Andrew H . . . 
t[Mi"s] Lazinbye 
t[Mr-] John fuleter 



Mr- Edward Smyth 
Mr. Mathew .... 
William Rowse 
Thomas Hood 
John Wilkinson 
Abell byrch 
Bartel Bel . . . 

. Robyns 
Willia Scroope 
Robert Abdell 
John Lawton (etc.) 

In the State Papers ( Vol. 231, No. 38) is the entry, " Isabel, Countess of Rutland, to Lord Burghley, 
Marf:h 22nd, 1590, has had several communications with Sir Thomas Cecil respecting the jointure of 
her daughter, and he requires that the lands he intends to assure for that purpose shall be charged with 
his debts, to which she objects." [Wilham Cecil, son of Sir Thomas Cecil, married EHzabeth Manners, 

§ This illustration is lent bv Mr. T. M. Blagg, F.S.A., who published it with a transcript, notes, and pedigree, in Vol. IV. 

of Mr. PhilUmore's useful series of " Notts. Marriage Registers." 
* These two words, which have been torn away from this page, are supplied from an i8th century transcript of it on the pre- 
ceding page of the Register, 
t The titles " Master" and '.' Mistress" have evidently been added by another hand. 
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daughter of Edward Earl of Rutland, and she died on nth May, 1591, after giving birth to a son Wniiam, 
Lord Roos, who was baptized on the 4th June following, at Newark Castle.] William died in 1618 
without issue, and the ancient barony of Roos returned to the Rutland family in the person of Francis, 
the 6th Earl. A Mary Manners (probably the bridesmaid whose signature is given above) died three 
months after the wedding, and was buried at Bottesford, April 18, 1588. 

Among Lord Salisbury's manuscripts at Hatfield, in a memorandum of occurrences in Lord 
Burghley's handwriting, is the following :— " May, 1590. W. Cecil D. Ross, son of William Cecil, son 
of Thomas, son of WiUiam Baron Burghley, bom at Newark."t 

In 1591, for a fine of £10 8s. od., a lease of the Castle was granted to Isabel, Countess of Rutland, 
William Cecil, Esquire, and William Lord Roos, for their lives, at an annual rent of 53s. 4d.t and in 
1593 they had a further lease granted them for their three lives of all the tithes belonging to the rectory 
of Newark, for a fine of £1^ 6s. 8d., and an annual rent, the lessees covenanting to support the chancel 
of the church, and to pay a stipend of £10 to the Vicar. || 

Another family of influence associated with Newark at this period was that of Constable, allied by 
marriage to the house of Rutland. Sir Robert Constable was the occupant of the Spittal.* Sir 
Robert's name appears in 1541 as tenant also of the following property : " a close of pasture called 
Great Appleton, and another called le Great Close. "§ He was lieutenant of the Ordnance to Queen 
Elizabeth, and served in the wars in Scotland under the Earl of Surrey, by whom he was knighted in 
1570. He was nearly allied to several noble houses, his mother being Catherine, daughter of Sir George 
Manners (Lord Roos), sister of Thomas Earl of Rutland. Sir Robert came into the possession of Newark 
property by marrying Christian, widow of Anthony Forster, daughter of John Dabridgecourt, of Astley 
Hall, Warwick, a descendant of Lanches Dabridgecourt, who was admitted into the Order of the Garter 
on its first institution. Here is a record of a dispute as to the property between Sir Robert and Gyles 
Forster, which seems to indicate that the knight and his new relatives did not get on very well together : 

Gyles fforster of Newarke Esquier showyth that Antonye fforster late of Newarke Esquier deceased late ffather unto 
your orator was possessed of the prebend & parsonage of Stoke the lyttel tithe in Newarke, &c., &c., by virtue of 
a lease made to him 31 Henry VIII. by John Pope clerk chauncellor of the Cathedral of Lyncolne then prebend & parson 
of Stoke for 50 yeres. Ant. Forster's executors were Frauncis MoUeneux & Thomas Dabridgcourt Esquyers & Geo. 
Cartwryght & Henrye ffenton gentylmen. Anthony's wife Christian take to husband Sir Robert Constable, knight. SirR. 
Constable procured reversion of lease. After death of Christian Sir Robt. Constable made earnest suit unto Gyles 
Forster that he might contynue tenaunt until the Michaelmas following & would then departe because he had all his 
corn & hay & a great number of cattail upon the premises. Gyles thinking of the convenience of Robt. " whome he 
toke to be his vearye friend" consented thereto but Robert seeking the subversion decaye & utter spoyle of your 
orator is compassinge by subtylle and indyrect practizes utterly to defeat & defraude your orator of the premises & 
to omit payment of the half year's rent, &c. — Sir R. Constable rejoined that his lease in reversion entitled him to enter 
the premises. — [Chanc. Proc, Ser. II., Bdl. 67, No. 65.] 

About the time this action was proceeding, there was another relating to the late Alderman's estate. 
In the same series of records from which we have extracted the foregoing the particulars may be found 
of a complaint of Ahce, daughter of Anthony Forster, against the executors of her father's will (a.d. 

1558-1579) ■■— 

t {Pi. s, P- 71)- Gilbert Earl o£ Shrewsbury was a visitor to the Castle in 1594. In 1596, William Cecil directed a letter to 

Sir Robert Cecil from " St. Leonard's, nigh Newark." 
I Transcripts of Leases, 33 Eliz., No. 119. || Particulars for Leases, Eliz., Roll 2, No. 47. 

* There are letters of his dated from the Spittal in the Rutland M.SS. § Exch. Spec. Comm., Eliz., No. i8oi. 
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In moste humble wise compleyninge sheweth unto your good Lordshippe (Sir Nicholas Bacon) Wylliam Hunston the yonger 
Alyce his wyfFe one of the dowghters of Anthony ffoster deceased that where the said Anthonye ffoster was lawfuUie 
possessed in his lyffe tyme of dyvers goodes to the value of 2400 pounds and he by his last will did geve to the said Alyce 
Elenour & Marye his dowghters 200 pounds apece and did further ordeyne that all his goods should be equally devyded 
amongest his sd. 3 dowghters & also bequethed dyvers lands & tents, to his executors for 5^ years for the performing of 
the testament & after that to be divided amongst the three daughters if they married with the consent of the late 
bysshoppe of Worsyter, Frauncis Molanex, George Cartwright, Thoms. Dabridgcort, & Henrye fienton gentlemen. 
Elenor married " withowte thassent of the executors" one George Stockden. Executors have paid all debts, &c., and 
yet have ;^i20O from the estate of which they refuse to give the one half to AMce as they ought to do. 

Executors, in answer, deny that they have any such sum, deny that they have finished winding up Anthony's affairs, assert that 
Sir Francis Leake is bringing an action against them to recover a bond for 1000 marks given him by Anthony, claim 
that the debts exceed the assets by 1^40. Mary replies, and there are rejoinders from complainants and executors. Sister 
Mary is in full Ufe at the Spittell of Sajmte Leonardes nere Newarke. — [Chanc. Proc, Ser. 2, Bdl. 87, No. 54. Original, 
xi. sheets in length.'] 

Sir Robert died in 1591. He was a writer as well as a soldier, and father of Henry Constable, the son- 
netteer, by whom the Newark property was disposed of. 

The period from 1568 to 1588 was a dangerous period for the Queen, surrounded, as she was, 



by enemies on every side. 
Parliament, however, cordially 
supported her, and the trained 
bands were kept in fighting 
trim. In the Nottingham Cor- 
poration Records are numerous 
entries of expenses for armour 
and musters, including the 
following under date 1578 : — 

Item payd to the Captayne for 
iii. days wadges to be payed 
to the sogers when they were 
treuyd at Newarke . . xxxiis. 

Item payd to Dompord for 
going wyth the drum to 
Newarke . . . . xvid. 

Item payd for carydge of the 

gunpowder to Newarke . . vid. 

Item payd for brekefaste for my 
Lord's yemen at Newarke. . 










and other similar items. 



xviiid. 

The 

aldermanuus. 



Christopherus Jenison, 
in bonis (goods), x li. 

T. Hep . . , bonis, iiii U.. 

AUce Bramleye, terris (lands), xxs, 

R. Seele, bonis, iii li. 

Alex. Taylor, terris, xxs. 

T. Hutchinson, bonis, iiii li. 

T. Wayte, bonis, v h. 

R. Smythe, bonis, vi li. 

Robt. Swan, terris, xxs. 

Ricus Standishe, bon., vi li. 

W. Wayte, terr., xxs. 

Gervasius Boweman, bon., v li. 

J. Duckworthe, bon., iiii li. 
T. Lommas, bon., vui U. 
W. Standleye, bon., viii U. 
Xofer Thompson, bon., iiii li. 
W. Marten, terr., xxs. 
W. Newton, bon., iii li. 



SIGNATURES FROM THE MINUTE BOOK 
(CHRISTOPHER JENESON, ALDERMAN). 

W. Burton, bon., vi li. 
Alex. Clarke, bon., iiii h. 
. . Kelsterne, bon., v U. 
W. Harreson, bon., iii li. 

. Haslam, in bonis, x U. 
Joan Arden, widow, in bon., viii li. 
T. Hartleye, in bonis, vi li. 
Johes Widowson, bonis, iii U. 
J. Noble, bonis, iiii li. 
W. Marshall, in terris, xxs. 
W. Bacon, in bonis, iii li. 
J. Deathe, bonis, viii li. 
Edws Metheringham, bonis, vii li. 
T. Crosse, bonis, vi li. 
Nich. Goddard, in terris, xls. 
R. Bell, in terris, xxs. 
T. Hobman, in bonis, v li. 
H. Webster, in bonis, iiii li. 
W, Knight, in bonis, iii li. 



minute-books of the Corpor- 
ation do not show us what 
contribution the town made 
towards the naval and military 
forces gathered together to 
resist the Spanish Armada in 
1588 ; but among the names 
of the persons who subscribed 
towards the defence of Eng- 
land we find the following : — 
WiUiam Kaye, of Newerke, 
gent., £25 ; Christopher New- 
combe, of Balderton, £2'^ ; 
Sir Francis Willoughbe, knight, 
£50. To the subsidy made 
in 1593 the following were 
assessed : — 



Nich. Lodge, in bonis, vi U. 

Edw. Deathe, in bonis, iiii li. 

N. Tonge, in bonis, vi li. 

T. Doughtie als. Swynscoe, in bonis, 

iii li. 
Villa de Newarke, in terris, vi li. 
Rad Greysbroughe, in bonis, iii li. 
R. Moscrofte, in bonis, iii li. 
Ant. Hunton, in bonis, v li. 
Jas. Whalleye, in bonis, iii li. 
J. Twentyman, in bonis, iiii li. 
Brian Lucas, in terris, iiii h. 
Edwardus Cope, in bonis, vi li. 
Ricus Hornor, in bonis, iii li. 
Anna Howlson vid, in bonis, iii li. 
J. Noble, mercator, in bonis, x li. 
Walt. Warde, in bonis, iiii li. 
Summa totlis (of tax), xxxiii li. xvis., 

viiid. 



Commissioners— \^\\\ai.. Cecill, Wm. Sutton, Wm. Harreson, Jn. Deathe, & Edw. Metheringham. f 

+ Lay Subsidy Rolls, 160-238, granted 35 Eliz. 
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With its readiness at aU times to take its share in every national movement of a patriotic character, 
there is no doubt that Newark cheerfully did its part in resisting the Spanish attack, and both town 
and district continued to supply help in men and money to the war with Spain. The following interest- 
ing entry is in the parish registers of Rolleston :— 

" Octobns die quinto Equites bello parati Newarkiam convocantur ut spectentur et approbentur. Die Martis Octobns sexto pedites ut 
spectentur etiam Nottingamiam convocati sunt Duce Guil. Sutton armigero. Duce Robto Markham armigero antistete Dno 
Tolbut comitis de Shrosburie filio. ' Varia est et incerta belli alea.' " 

[Translation.]— 1590. The fifth of October. Cavalry prepared for war are assembled at Newark to be inspected and 
approved of. On Tuesday, the sixth of October, infantry were assembled at Nottingham to be reviewed also, their 
captain being William Sutton, Esq., under the command of Robt. Markham, Esq. The reviewing officer (antistete) 
being Lord Talbot, son of the Earl of Shrewsbury. " The issue of war is varied and uncertain." 

The following list of men with armour in Newark is from the Minute Book :— 



6 October, 1591 — ffor comon armor. 
Corslettes — Richard Smyth 

Thomas Butcher 

Richard Parker 

Ralph Hickock 
Bowmen — ^Wdliam Davyson 

John Wayte 
Calivers — James Dickenson 

John Watson 

Michael Radley 

Hughe Thometon 
Billmen — Richard Roslyn 

Wilham Smyth at Brigge 
Private Armor. 
Mr. Crosse, cor. 
Mr. Haslam, cor. 
Mr. Jenyson, cor. 
Mr. Death, cor. 



William Standley, 

Henry Webster, 

Richard Standysh, 

Robert Bell, 

Walter Warde, 

Thomas Hobman, 

John Twentyman, 

Alexander Gierke, 

Thomas Summers, cor. 

Thomas Hartley, cor. 
CaUvers — Mr. Harryson 

Mr. Metheringham 

Mr. Goddard 

Mr. Heringe 
Mr. Brigge was a caliver, but is dead, and his goods 

disposed among his children. 
Mr. Key was a caliver, and is removed oute of the 
towne, and dwelleth at Coddyngton. 



The rumour of preparations in the Spanish ports for a second invasion of the kingdom, and the 
continuance of war in France, caused miUtary preparations to be continued, and the trained bands were 
held in constant readiness. In 1595 they were ordered to assemble at Newark, the order running as 
follows : — 

These are, in her Majesty's name, to charge and command you, upon receipt hereof, to give speedy notice and warning to 
all petty constables in your jurisdiction that they cause to be brought before you at Newark, on Monday and Tuesday, 
3rd and 4th Nov. next, at 9 of the clock of the same day, the commoners and armour heretofore assessed and required 
of the said townships, and aU those persons who are hereafter named ; and also that the constables of every town do 
bring and have at the same place such sums of money as shall suffice for the independence of those who shall serve 
with the common army at the same town for the space of four days ; for every day 8d. 

There is a list of the number of the men from the various villages in Newark wapentake, in pur- 
suance of this command, Newark sending as follows : — Common corslets, 4 ; common callivers, 4 ; 2 
men with bills, 2 bowmen, and 18 common soldiers. The order for the assembly was issued by the 
following Commissioners, viz., William Sutton, John Byron, knight, John Holies, knight, WiUiam Warde, 
and Hugh Kerchever ; and is dated from Newstead, 25th October, 1595.$ The martial spirit of the 



J In the minute book is " the rate set downe for Newark Wapentake for the souldiers this 25th Oct., anno Regni 37th,' 
the names of parishes are set out with the amounts — Northgate juxta Newark, vs. ; villa de Newark, v U. 



and 
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people was further stirred in March, 1596, when an expedition was fitted out against Spain, which de- 
stroyed the Spanish fleet in Cadiz Bay, and administered a crushing blow to the enemy. There was 
also the O'Neill rebellion in Ireland, which had broken out in 1595, and assumed threatening 
proportions. 

There is an entry in the minutes under date 1596 (25th of July) that corselets, pikes, swords, daggers, 
girdles, and furniture were lent unto Richard Whalley Esq., High Sheriff, and John Thorold, Esq., one 
of her Majesty's Justices of the Peace, viz., Mr. Alderman's corselet and pike, with sword, dagger, and 
girdle ; Mr. Jenison's corselet and pike, furnished as is above written ; Mr. Death's corselet and pike ; 
Mr. Webster's corselet and pike ; Thomas Summer's corselet and pike. Then there is this receipt : — 
" Vicesimo Quinto Die July, 1596. Received of William Standley, alderman, the five corselets complet 
to be sent pntly (presently) into Ireland, and to be returned again within one month as good as they 
now are, being private armor. — Rich. Whalley." 

Let us try to realise what there was, apart from the glorious achievements of the war, to stir 
the hearts and occupy the minds of the Newark people during the great Queen's reign. Naturally, 
we have glimpses of sundry matters connected with the religious changes and the progress of the 
Reformation. " Silently, almost unconsciously, England became Protestant, as the traditionary Catho- 
licism which formed the religion of three-fourths of the people at the Queen's accession died quietly 
away." But the introduction of Jesuit missionaries in 1580, wandering in disguise throughout the 
country, and the fear that their teaching would lead to another revolution, caused a panic which " out- 
ran the greatness of the danger." The government agents searched out recusants, and seized as many 
priests as they could lay their hands on. The saying of Mass even in private houses was forbidden, and 
it was enacted that " all persons pretending to any power of absolving subjects from their allegiance, or 
practising to withdraw them to the Romish religion, should be guilty of high treason." Several sus- 
pected persons were seized at Newark. In the State Papers is the confession of Henry Slater, gent., 
of the age of 19 years. " He saith that there is one Robinson, a priest, who frequenteth about Newark, 
and at one Slater's house at Newark, and at Sir — Molineux's son's house at Thorpe. At this Slater's 
house he hath heard mass said by one Thornton, a priest, whereat was present one Bamford, of Newark. "| 
In 158 1, there was in the town one Vavasour, a Jesuit hunter, an ex-Papist who had turned spy on his 
former friends. He is referred to in a letter of Oct. 19th, directed to Sir Francis Walsingham, having 
complained that he had been robbed and his horse taken away from him. Another person seized was 
Anthony Atkinson, on suspicion of being " a seminary or massing priest," and here is his examination 
taken before Edward Earl of Rutland, at Newark, March 4th, 1585 :— 

f&rst he saith he was made priest in the first yeare of Quene Mary at Oxford and continewed a, Studyent allQuene Marie's raigne 
in Magdelen CoUedge. After the death of Qnene Mary he was put out of that CoUedge because he refused to execute 
his office of priesthode according to her Majesties injunctions, and from thence he went to Sr Arthur Darcey and was 
schoolemaster to his children until his death, and continewed two years in the service of Sr Henry Darcye, his sonne. 
From him he went to the service of the Lord Darceye of the north, and fought his children and other gentlemen's 
children six yeares, and then was sent for by the 'archbishop of Yorke for that it was thought that he taught the yonge 
gentilmen his schollers doctrine not agreing to her Majesties proceedinges, and for that cause was committed to prison, 
where he remained for 36 weeks, and then was delivered upon his bond of xl. pounds that he should not preach or 
teach from that tyme forward any other doctrines than were agreable to her Majestie's laws and proceedings. And 
about three years past he was apprehended in London for suspicion of rehgion, and was bye him committed to prison 
for the space of a week and then was released upon bond. He hath said masse but once synce the beginning of her 
Majestie's raigne, and that was twentye yeer past and more. — [State Papers, Eliz., 187, 9 (i).] 

t State Papers, Dom., Elizabeth, Vol., 185, No. 70. 
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In 1594 the Eaii of Shrewsbury writes that he has by order put one of his friends (? Markham) under 
arrest on suspicion of treason, although he is convinced " that these things wherewith he is charged 
are but mere practises proceedinge from some of my wycked enemies and his, to call his credit in ques- 
tion, and to brynge him forthcuming, that they may procure his punishment for the matter of the verses 
he wrytt at Newark."t [The same authority (State Papers) supplies us with the name of another Vicar 
not included in previous lists— Nov. 16, 1594, Presentation of Thomas Petty, preacher, to the Vicarage 
of Newark-on-Trent, diocese of York."+] 

Such incidents as these must have afforded much matter for thought and gossip among the people 
of Newark. But interesting though they were and instructive, since they taught the peace-loving citi- 
zen who valued his hberty to walk and talk warily and discreetly, they did not materially affect the 
general interests of the town. There were other matters, however, that did. We have already de- 
scribed the disputes about tolls, but more important still was the condition of the mills at which the 
cloth was fulled and the com ground. The course of the river Trent having been turned, to the 
detriment of the occupiers of the mills, proceedings arose before the courts, in which the grievance was 
fully detailed. It appears that formerly a branch of the river passed near the town, about 345 yards 
from the castle. At that time only a small stream ran through Averham, Kelham, and Muskham, 
and this not being sufficient for the wants of the influential family of the Suttons, who resided at Aver- 
ham, a cut was made to the brook from the Trent, near Farndon. This gave a turn to the whole cur- 
rent, and so much of the water passed that way that a suit was instituted against them by the millers 
and inhabitants of Newark. The Court directed the owners of Averham to build a weir, and for ever 
to maintain the same, in order to throw some share of the water into the Newark branch.* In the Not- 
tingham Corporation Records is the following entry under date 1558 : — 

Item gifien in wyne, ale, and brade, to the Bailies (bailifTs) of Darby & the Baile of Sallaye (Sawley) when they came hyther 
for communycacion consernyng the puttyng downe Maister Sutton's weere at Aram . . . . . . iiis. 

Item when Colman, Edmondson, and Kateryns went to Maister Sntton's weere and then spent at Newarke, for their charges and 
horsseyre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jiis. xid. 

The river which now runs under the walls of the castle is the Devon, which takes its rise above Belvoir 
Castle, the present seat of the Rutland family. The Trent is united with it by means of a navigable 
cut, but the main portion of the great stream passes over Averham weir, and thence through Kelham. 
The Devon flows into it below Newark, at a spot known as Crankley Point. 

An inquisition was taken in 1576, before a jury consisting of Edward Kelsterne, gentleman, W. 
Harrison, T. Bate, Richard Bingham, G. Brigges, J. Jackson, Jas. Mellers, Wm. Smythe, William 
Warde, Richard Roadye, T. Lymnys, Wm. Stanley, and George Syxson, as to the state of the mills, and 
a presentment made involving grave complaints. The jury found that there were formerly nine mills 

t State Papers, Elizabeth, Vol. 247, fo. 10. J Cal. State Papers, 1591-1594, p. 563. 

* Dickenson's History, pp. 1 1-45. A similar dispute arose as far back as 1 347, as appears by an entry in the I'atent Roll, of which 
the following is an abridged translation : — The King to his beloved William de Thorp, Thomas de Sibthorp [and others] 
greeting. Know ye that whereas divers merchants and mariners of our kingdom of England, with ships and boats, have 
been accustomed to cross through the water of Trent from our town of Torkeseye to our town of Nottingham, and the bankes 
of the said water ot Trent have been firmly constructed with piles, pales, and hurdles, in different places between the afore- 
said towns, for the preservation of the right course of the same water, that ships and boats at any time of the year may 
navigate and cross the same water, John de Sutton, of Averham, and Hugh Fisher, of Averham^ and certain others, 
contriving to impede this navigation of ships and boats, made divers trenches and . . . gutters in the summer 
time when the said water of Trent diminished at Averham, and pulled up and carried away the piles, pales, and hurdles 
there and at other places fixed for the preservation of the course of the river, with the consequence that in rainy weather 
the bank of the said river at Averham is broken by the current and storms, and ships can no longer pass from Torkesey 
to Nottingham. The Commissioners are therefore commanded to make enquiry into the matter. — Patent Roll, 20 Edw. III., 
Pt. 3. 
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at Newark and now seven, of which five were for grain and two for fulling. Four were in the same 
building, of which two were for fulling and two for com, and they were very ruinous and in great decay. 
Another mill of the seven stUl remaining, called the wheat mill, was also in great ruin. All the miUs 
were in the tenure of William Earl of Rutland.* Not only the people of the manor of Newark, but many 
other of the Queen's subjects, came to the " Fludmill," which was very convenient and necessary in 
times of flood, as it could be used many times a year when other mills could not grind. A great mul- 
titude of the Queen's tenants of Newark, and nearly all her subjects round Newark within twelve miles 
of the town would suffer loss if the mills were not sustained, and especially the fludmill, because it often 
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THE MILLS AT AND NEAR NEWARK IN TUDOR TIMES. 
(From a drawing in the possession of Mr. George Sheppard). 

happened that by want of wind, or of water, or through a superabundance, and of ice, they hastened 
to this miU, because they could not grind elsewhere. The jurors further said that seven flood gates were 
situate between the mill called the wheat miU and the new mill, and were in great decay, though the 



* It was about this time that the Earl became involved in disputes with Giles Forster, a son of Anthonv (the baiUff of that Bishop 




■ighbourhood by " coUored tytles," and so dispossessed Forster thereof. The Privy Council 
committed the complamant to prison for " his lewd demeanor towards the Erie being so honorable a personage."— ^cis oi 
Privy Council, 1579, p. 349, and 1580, p. 95. ' r o . 
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necessity for them was great and their use constant, seeing that " if they are not opened every day, 
and likewise shut, at the time of the rising and of the faUing of the water of Trent, by reason of storms, 
straightway nearly all the lower parts of the meadows of the Valley of Bever, whose rivers and waters have 
a great course thither, would sustain great damage by inundation." The jury further said that there 
was a causeway to the mills, 120 rods in length and 10 in width, which causeway and banks were of 
great importance, " because that by their support the course of the whole of that part of the branch 
of the river of Trent by which the said mills are driven is diverted against its natural course to drive 
the aforesaid miUs, and by reason of the force of the water continually driving against the said cause- 
way and the banks at the time of the floods and ices, the said causeway and banks sustain great ruin 
and damage, and need continual repairs." " If they were not repaired, fifty pounds would not suffice 
to bring back the said river to the mills. Moreover, the fludmill needed 30 cartload of timber and 120 
of stone, which stone could be dug near. The other six mills needed 86 of timber and 120 of stone. 
The seven flood gates had hitherto been mended with stone and woodwork, but experience 
taught that they could best be repaired with long bundles of brushwood and with piles. " If the said 
repairs are postponed imtil the coming winter, when the floods and ice will tear and shake the said mills, 
the causeway and banks, they will be in great danger of falling into perpetual ruin, and if that happens, 
one thousand pounds will not suffice to restore them to their former state. "f and very many tenants of 
her Majesty of the Soc of Newark, who could not grind elsewhere, and many inhabitants of the country 
round, would sustain great loss. A grant of timber was made from the Forest of Sherwood by the Queen, 
and in evidence subsequently given it was stated that considerable sums were spent both on the mills 
and castle. Not only were the miUs repaired, but also the bridges and the Sessions house, as the follow- 
ing warrant from Lord Burghley in 1597 shows : — 

After my hartie commeudacions whearas uppon the certificat of a comn. latelie directed owt of her maties Cort of Exche- 
quer for the vewinge of the decaies of the Sessions howse in Newarke and two bridges neare the said towne, the one beinge 
Trent bridge, and the other markehall bridge, it is certified that besides a good some of monie to be expended in the 
repaire thereof there will require the quantetie of seavenscoare timber trees as namely for the repaire of the Sessions howse 
fortie trees, for the Trent bridge threescoare timber trees, and for markehall bridge fortie timber trees, all which trees 
as it is also certified maie most convenientUe be had out of Bellowe and Birkeland, in the forest of Sherewood wheare yowe 
are woodward. Thes are therefore to will and require you to cawse . . (these) timber trees to be felled, &c. From 
the Cort this xith of August, 1597. — Your loving trend, W. Burghley. J 

The question of the reparation of the mills and bridges was not the only one which agitated the people 
of the borough at this period. In Lord Burghley's handwriting, in 1594, in a memorandum of things 
to be attended to, is included " the decay of the mills at Newark." There, as in other manors, while 
it was the lord's duty to keep the mills in good order, it was within his right to compel the inhabitants 
to grind their com there. Dr. Stukeley says " he saw old proceedings in one or more lawsuits brought 
in support of his right." One of these suits arose in 1599, and the evidence taken has been preserved. 
A summary of it will be of interest : — 

Anthony Burke, of Balderton, ropemaker, aged 60, deposed that the Queen had six water mills 
at or near Newark. " At the highest flood one called the Fluddmill would go and three others would go 
in the greatest drought when the fludd mill could not go. The said 6 mills as they be nowe repaired 
are able and sufficyent to grinde the gristes of the inhabitants of Newark, so as the griste may be in 
such manner readie as the same may bee ground one after an other, except it bee in time of great droughte 

t Spl. Com. Exch., 18 Ehz., 1785. * Special Commission, Notts., No. 5570. 
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orfluds. The towns of Balderton, Bameby, Coddington, Girton, North and South Clifton, have com- 
monlie used to grind their corn at ye sd. mills. About 40 years past or more there was a winde mill 
built by Mr. Anthonye fforster wch. is yet standing and continewed within the feilds of Newark called 
the Beacon mill. About 20 years past there was another wind mill builded within the feildes of Cod- 
dington by Thomas Leonard, ahas Pocklington, continewed to this day, and a windmill builded within a 
year and a half by Hugh Kerchever within the feilds of Balderton. These windmills are a great pre- 
judice to the Queen's water mills and to the farmers thereof. About 40 yeares past, in Anthonie fforster 
his time, he hath knowne load horses or cariers of corn stayed at Newark and the parties caused to 
carry the same come to the Queene's Majs. water mills at Newark, and there to grinde the same, which 
come they weare determined to cary to other milles, and thereuppon the said load horses have beene 
put into the Castle yeard at Newark, which afterwards weare redelivered at the parties' earnest entreaty. 
And further seath that the same was done by the commaundment of the sd. Anthony fforster." 

Evidence was also given by Matthew Chapman, of Newark, labourer, and John Page, the latter 
stating that the inhabitants owed suit to her Majesty's said mills, and usually ground their com there. 
There were eleven wind mills in the Wapentake, and they were all needed. The lord's right to compel 
the people to use the manorial mills was upheld, but it was again contested in the succeeding reign. 

There are some indications that Newark was a healthy town in the time of Queen Elizabeth. La- 
bourers are mentioned aged 72 and 80, yeomen aged 60, 66, and 67 ; tanners aged 69, 78, and 87 ; 
blacksmiths aged 80 and 90, a glover aged 74, a butcher aged 70, ropers 60 and 68, saddlers 60 and 64. 
Some attempt seems to have been made at drainage, and an Act was obtained for paving the town. 
It was read a first time in the Lords on Dec. 12th, 1585, and a second time on Dec. 15th. The following 
entry is from the Journals of the House of Lords, under date Dec. 17th : — " To-day was read for the 
third time a BiU, ' An Act for the Paving of Newark-upon-Trent,' which is concluded with the common 
assent of all the nobles, and is given to Doctor Awberie and Doctor Barckeley, to be carried down into 
the House of Commons." It is believed that the work authorised by the Act was only proceeded with 
very slowly, for it was not until the i8lh of James I. that the paving of the market-place was begun 
bv Henry Webster, who was Alderman of Newark in 1603 and 1613 ; and it was then but partially 
effected, for there was no more than a causeway six feet broad from the house, subsequently Hercules 
Clay's, at the western corner of the market-place, to the south porch of the church. At this time, in 
the pavement near the cross in the centre of the market-place, were inserted the initials of Webster's 
name and the date of his work, viz., H. W., i6i9.§ 

The great men of the Tudor period at Newark whose names are best known to-day were its bene- 
factors, Magnus, Brown, and Phillypott. The Earls of Rutland had the Castle, and the Constables 
were located at the Spittal until 1591, when Sir Robert died, and Henry sold the Newark property to 
WiUiam Cecil, grandson of the first Lord Burghley, and afterwards Earl of Exeter. Sir Francis Leeke 
was at the Chantry, and there were among the leading townsmen the Forsters, the Kelstems, the 
Haresons, the Jenisons, the Metheringhams, the Haslams, the Twentimans, the Sayntons, the Leveretts, 
and others whose names occur in documents cited in this chapter. 

It is interesting to think that we still have remaining some houses in the town with which most 
of these worthies would be famihar. One at least is old enough to have seen them all — we mean the 

§ Dickenson's " Newark," p. 37. 
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house in the corner of the market-place which constitutes the drapery estabhshment of Messrs. Bain- 
bridge & Co., and belongs to the two partners in that firm, Messrs. George and W. F. Atter. Alterations 
made last year (1904) for the purpose of putting in a new shop front on the bottom storey revealed some 
of the earhest brickwork,* and this, combined with other features of the building, enables the date to be 
given as the first half of the fifteenth century ; so that it would be erected before Magnus was born. 
There is no doubt that it formed part of the White Hart Inn, so often referred to in documents of the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The White Hart was the badge of Richard XL, who was deposed in 
1399 ; and accord- 

The house 
is illustrated in 
" Turner's Domes- 
tic Architecture," 
and thus de- 
scribed : — " A tim- 
ber house of the 
fifteenth century, 
in the Market- 
place of Newark, 
with fine plaster 
work, has a rich 
series of niches 
with the figures re- 
maining in them,f 
a very uncommon 
feature in Eng- 
land, though com- 
mon in some parts 
of the Continent. 
In the upper part 
of the house is a 
long gallery with 
a continuous range 
of windows, a 
fashion which be- 
came common 
in Elizabethan 

houses, but which is occasionally found earlier, as in the old hall at Gainsborough ; it is a sort of 
continuation of the upper cloister, only glazed, as glass became more common at this period."} 

This is the earliest house in Newark, and undoubtedly one of the finest specimens of the domestic 
architecture of the fifteenth century to be found anywhere. In Tudor times there were several very 
important inns at Newark, the number of travellers through the town on the great North Road neces- 



ing to a deed 
printed by Mr. 
Dickenson, the 
house at Newark 
which took this 
sign must have 
been standing in 
1413. The parties 
to the deed are 
Adam Craymar 
de Newark and 
Amicia, his wife, 
who gave to 
Walter, their son, 
and Johanna, his 
wife, daughter of 
Roger de Myster- 
ton, " all that 
house known by 
the name of the 
White Hart, in 
the Market-place 
of Newark, and 
passing backward 
to the street called 
Carter Gate." (14 
Hen. IV.) 




ANCIENT HOUSE IN THE MARKET PLACE. 

(Messrs. Bainbridge's premises as they were in 1770. From a copy in 
the possession of Mr. George Sheppard). 



* The bricks measure i^ by 9J by 5 inches. f The niches and figures are of plaster. 

I " Domestic Architecture in England," Part II., 224. 
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sitating the provision of considerable accommodation . These inns must be distinguished from ale- 
houses, which abounded in every hamlet and village in the fifteenth century, when tea and coffee had 



not been heard of, and few other 
drinks but ale or beer were 
known. While the alehouses 
simply gave facilities for drink 
and gossip, the inns, like the 
modern hotels, were for the use 
of travellers, " who required 
stabling for their horses, beds 
for themselves, and rest at the 
end of a day's irksome struggle 
with the mud and clay of a 
country road. At these inns 
doctors met their patients, and 
lawyers were consulted by their 
clients." 1 1 In addition to the 
White Hart, there was the 
Saracen's Head mentioned at 
a much earlier date, the Angel, 
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HOUSES IN KIRK GATE. 



Calcrofte, John Cotes, Thos. Couper, harbour, Thos. Wyntryngton, Wm. Michell 
nth Edwd. IV."§ 



and the Maiden's Head. There 
is a reference to the Angel as 
far back as 1471, for on Nov. 
12 in that year, " John Fau- 
coner and Johanna Clerk daur. 
of John Clerk of Nottm., grant 
to Henry Fauconer, draper, 
and Margaret, his wife, the. 
capital messuage in which the 
said Henry & Margaret are 
dwelling of late called ' le 
Aungell,' Ij^ng towards the 
Marketstede E and upon a 
messuage of the Gild of the 
Nativity of the blessed Mary 
N, and upon the tenement of 
Thos. Bozon Esqre S : For 
their lives. Witnesses : John 
Dated Nov. 12th, 



In the papers belong- 
ing to Mr. John Twenty- 
manf there is traced the 
history of the Saracen's 
Head, with which the 
family was so long associ- 
ated. There is a release 
as far back as the 14th 
Edward III. (1340), and 
several other early deeds. 
There is a lease by Sir 
John Bumake to John 
Green (6th of Henry VI., 
1405) of his great inn 
from the Market-place to 
Potter Dyke, at a rent of 
eleven marks sterling. 




IN THE MARKET PLACE. 
(The "Queen's Head " and Shop adjoining). 



The writer says, "" In 
1590, my great grand- 
father bought from Bryan 
Lucas the front of the 
house from the gate to- 
wards the Talbot, . con- 
sisting of three shops, two 
cellars, and four chambers 
above them, with leaden 
gutters between them, 
and the Saracen's Head. 
On April 22nd, 1593, my 
great grandfather died, 
and was buried under the 
great stone against the 
vestry door in the church 
of Newark. On the 30th 



October, 1606, my grandfather, John Twentyman, bought of John Forster, gentleman, a close 
called the dovecote close, in which was a barn and a little tenement or two, which in the war time were 
ruinated. In the 36th of Elizabeth, my grandfather bought of John Thorold, Esq., three messuages 

II " England in the Fifteenth Century," Rev. W. Denton, p. 205. § Corporation Deeds, J 10. 

f In the possession of Colonel Mellish, of Hodsoclc Priory. 
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or tenements in Potter Dyke for twenty marks, which he held of Mr. Richard Dickens in 1612 for £40, 
with a clause to set up and keep up a sign post from time to time upon some part of the land." Then, 
under date Sept. 29th, 1658, is the entry, " The year of my happy marriage. God be praised." 

Other inns existing in Tudor days, as they had done from the time of the Plantagenets, were the 
Talbot (above mentioned), referred to in a deed dated 1341, by which it was given to the Priory of 
Newstead ; and the Cardinal's Hat, at which a meeting took place in 1494 between the civic fathers 
of Nottingham and Lincoln on the vexed question of tolls. Here is the account :*— 

Expenses made at Newark the xv. day of Aprill, the ixth yere of Kyng Herre the viith, for the mater of Lyncoln, Master Maire, 
Master Thurland, Master Recorder, and oder mo (some others). 

Tm primis at the Ferry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vd. 



Item for bred and ale the same time in ther loggeryng . . 

Item for a pott wyne that Master Thurland and Master Wydderley servaunts fecht 

Item for horsmete within our one inne 

Item for the expenses of v. hors att the Cardenall Hatt and of Master Thurland 

Item at the departyng in mete and drynk and other vytells 

Item at the taveme with the ii. knyghts after the agreement 

Item for ale at Burton Joyce 

Item for the hyre of a horse to William Esyngwold 



vs. viid. 

vid. 

xxiiid. 

xd. 

vd. 

xxiid. 

id. 

iiiid. 



summa xis. xid. 

The Recorder spent at the same time on the same journey 6s. 4d. 

Mr. W. Stevenson sends us the following interesting note : — " The reason of the city fathers of 
Lincoln and Nottingham meeting on the ever conflicting toll business at Newark was that the Cardinal's 
Hat was to each party a half way house. It would, I think, from the number and importance of the 
body, be held at the principal hostelry, and that hostelry is possibly now in existence under an altered 
name, which might be looked for in the Clinton Arms, the Saracen's Head, the White Hart, or the Ram. 
The White Hart would not become an inn sign before the reign of Richard II. (1377-1399) — his badge. 
The Saracen's Head might go back to 1250 or earher. The sign of the Cardinal's Hat would not survive 
the Reformation, and the Clinton Arms as a sign would not go back very far. It used to be the Kingston 
Arms. I favour the view of it preceding the Kingston Arms, the evidence being the leading character of the 
house, and the importance and size of the united parties holding conference there. At Cawood Palace, 
Yorks., now in ruins, is a fine oriel window over the great entrance gateway built by Archbishop Booth 
and on the panel under the glass is a fine piece of carving, ' a cardinal's hat.' Wm. Booth (1452-1464) 
died and was buried at Southwell. He was, I believe, a Cardinal Archbishop. The date of the Newark 
hostelry in the Nottingham Records is 1494, and this inn sign may have been complimentary to this 
neighbouring cardinal." 

Another important house was the Lyon. " A messuage in Newark of old tyme called the Lyon, 
late in the hands of Richard Leverton, deceased," was the subject of a lawsuit about I558,t as was also 
" a tenement called the Bell," which was claimed by Robert Cade. J Another was the Swan, mentioned 
in a deed of 1526, by which Robert Browne purchased a messuage in Castle Gate, between the Castle 
of the Bishop of Lincoln N, and a messuage of the Trinity Guild commonly called " le Swanne" south. 

* Nottingham Borough Records, III. 275. 
t Chan. Proc, Ser. 2, bdl. 22, No. 83. t Ibid, bdl. 35, No. 91. 
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The Saracen's Head, the Talbot, the White Hart,t the Swan and Salmon, and all our ancient hos- 
telries have been altered and rebuilt from time to time since the days of good Queen Bess ; but several 
timbered houses of the sixteenth century remain, of which the best specimens are in Kirk-gate and the 
Market-place — notably the Governor's house at the junction of the Market and Stodman-street 
(illustrated in a later chapter). This house is called the Governor's house because it is said to 
have been the residence of the governor of the town during the Civil Wars. When Bridge-street was 
widened in the last 



century, some ancient 
shops were swept away, 
but a drawing of one 
has been preserved, 
which will give a good 
idea of the architectural 
style of many of the 
houses formerly in that 
street. 

The days of Eliza- 
beth were in many 
ways days of great 
progress in Newark. 
Not only were there 
marked improvements 
in domestic archi- 
tecture, and in the con 
dition of the streets, 
but the dignity of the 
borough was enhanced, 
and its privileges ex- 
tended, by two new 
and important charters, 
secured at considerable 
cost. In the Minute 
Book, after the election 
of WiUiam Leverett as 
Alderman in 1558, there 
is an entry that the 
first charter of the late 




ANTIE-NT HOUSE, DRY BRIDGE 
/sfEWAHK. 



King Edward VI. for 
the incorporation of the 
town, " by the great 
sute, paynes, and tra- 
vaile of the said William 
Leverett, Alderman, is 
confirmed ; " and " a 
second graunte ob- 
teyned by the said Mr. 
Alderman " (besides the 
confirmation of the 
first) :— " The Queen's 
Maiestie Elizabeth, &c., 
in the terme of Easter 
in the fiirst yere of 
Her Maiestie's reigne 
graunteth that the 
Alderman and three of 
the assistants which 
shall be named and 
chosen by the Alderman 
and assistants may be 
Justices of the Peace 
in the towne, and have 
authoritie, with a man 
learned in the lawe, to 
execute justice in the 
said towne as other 
Justices of the Peace 
in the county of 
Nottingham do and to 
send prisoners to the 



HOUSE FORMERLY IN BRIDGE STREET. 
(From a drawing bv J. Digby Curtis). 

jaole of the shire with their warrant, and' to have a prison of.^their owne for the punyshment 
of I trespassers and breakers of the peace with a jailor to the same and two Serjeants at mace ; also 
to appoynt and choose the constables of the said towne. And that the Justices of the Peace of the 
Shier of Nottingham shall not meddle with any matter done within the liberties of the towne without 



f An indenture between Ant. Radeclyff, esq., and Edw. Radeclyff, gent., and Thos. Bell, concerning a messuage called the 

White Hart, in Newark, was enrolled in 1600. 
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the consent oi the Alderman and some of the other assistants that be Justices." It was further provided 
that the Corporation might possess lands to the yearly value of three score pounds, besides the forty 
pounds contained in the first charter, and that the Alderman should have correction of offendors in the 
assize of bread and ale, and the punishment of such as sell " unwholesome victells." The oaths of the 
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ANCIENT HOUSE IN THE MARKET PLACE. 
(Messrs. Bainbridge's premises (old part) as they are a.d. 1905, with entrance to 

White Hart Yard). 

alderman and others are set;;out, and there is a declaration of such sums as were spent for the renewing, 
confirming, and augmenting the charter " Anno Regni dne. Elizabeth Regina primo," beginning :— 



ffirst paide to Mr. Anthony Thorold, for his counsell at several! tymes, and in the supplication 
to the Queen's Majestie 



xli. 
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The items of expense are very numerous and include — 

To one of the privie chamber for his furtheraunce and travaile in the said sute . . . . xx h. 

For the greate seale and writing as may appeare by a particular bill . . . . . . xxiii li. 

For allowance for the said Alderman begynninge his journey the xxvii. day of Januarie and 

ending the second daye of Male, amounting to the number of 96 days at xs. everie day xlviii li. 

The total costs amounted to the large sum of cxxv li. iis. — equal to about £1,200 of money of the present 
day. Thereafter the nomination of four Justices of the Peace for the Borough continued to be made. 
The position was not always coveted by those eligible for it, for in 1562 Edward Saynton gave the town 
a house subject to his life interest, on condition that he should not be called upon to serve. 

Not content with these grants, the town in a few years' time solicited others, and a further 
and still more comprehensive charter was secured in 1579, appointing a Recorder, giving the town its 
own Coroner, creating a Court of Record, and increasing the amount which the Corporation might hold 
in lands by a further £50. In the two previous Histories of Newark (Dickenson's and our own) the first 
Recorder specified is John Wood, in 1627, the date of the charter of Charles I. We are now able to 
trace the occupants of the office back to its creation by Queen Elizabeth, when the first Recorder was 
Anthony Thorold, who had done so much legally to advise and help the town in securing the charters. 
The following is a summary of the charter of 21st Elizabeth, extracted from the Patent Rolls : — 

The Queen to all to whom these presents shall come greeting. Whereas the lord Edward VI. lately King of England our very 
dear brother for the love and affection which he bore to his beloved and faithful subjects inhabitants of the town of 
Newarke granted that that town should thenceforth be a town incorporate with an alderman and twelve assistants, &c., 
Know ye that we of our special grace and certain knowledge have granted to the aforesaid Alderman and Assistants that 
they may have power and authority each year at the feast of St. Michael to choose one of themselves who shall be Alder- 
man of the said town for an entire year and that the said Alderman thus elected shall take an oath before his prede- 
cessor in the presence of the twelve Assistants or the greater part of them, to execute that office well and faithfully. And 
we grant that they shall elect an upright and discreet man learned in the law who shall be Recorder of the said town. 
And that the said Alderman and Assistants shall elect every feast of St. Michael an upright and honourable man who shall 
be Common Clerk of the said town. And we appoint our beloved Anthony Thorold Esquire to be the iirst Recorder of 
the said town. And whereas we wish for the reformation of our town of Newarke and that that town may be and remain 
to all future time a town of peace and quiet and in order that justice may be better executed within the same town 
to the terrifying of evil doers and to the rewarding of the good and also that our peace may be kept there without delay 
we, at the humble instance of our greatly beloved and faithful cousin Henry Earl of Rutland and our beloved subject 
John Markham knight and at the humble petition of Wilham Leverett then Alderman of our said town of Newark and of 
Hugh Kelsterne then one of the Assistants of the said town and of all the inhabitants granted that the Alderman and 
three of the Assistants of the said town assigned by the Alderman and Assistants shall be our Justices for preserving the 
peace within the said town. 

And whereas the Alderman and Assistants of the said town of Newark have supplicated us to extend our magnificence 
and our royal grace, graciously and liberally considering that the said town of Newark is an ancient town and that the same 
town or burgh and parish of Newark is very populous we have granted that they may have and enjoy all liberties hitherto 
enjoyed. And we grant that the Alderman and Recorder and four of the Assistants shall be our Justices for keeping the 
peace without any writ from us. And that they may have full power to hear and terminate all felonies, trespasses, im- 
prisons, offences, contempts and extortions within the town of Newark and to arrest malefactors and to consign them to 
our gaol for the county of Nottingham. And we grant that the Alderman shall be clerk of the market and shall enjoy 
the profits of the same office. We grant that they may elect a Coroner to do whatsoever pertains to the office of a coro- 
ner. And they may hold a Court of Record on every Thursday. And they may hold two fairs beginning on the Monday 
next before the feast of St. Andrew and on Whittuesday and collect tolls from the same. And they may hold lands to 
the annual value of £50 besides those to the value of £4.0 and ;^6o, leave to acquire which has previously been granted. 
In testimony whereof witness the Queen at Westminster July 15th. — [Patent Roll, 21 Elizabeth, pt. 6.] 
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On the Corporation minutes there is an entry that the Queen had by letters patent under the great seal, 
dated i6th July, in the 21st year of her reign, amongst divers other things, granted a Court of Record ; 
and an order for the keeping of the Court, with a scale of the fees to be taken, is given ; also the Re- 
corder's oath. In the old boxes at the Town Hall there are preserved (as mentioned in the previous 
volume) many processes connected with the newly-established Courts— summonses to the Sessions at 
the Guildhall for divers offences, summonses for debt in the Court of Record, orders to the sergeant at 
arms to bring, up prisoners and to obtain juries, and Coroner's inquisitions held before the first Borough 
Coroner, Edward Kelsterne. Nearly all are in Latin, the legal language of the period. One of the 
first inquests that Coroner Kelsterne held was on May 22nd, 1580, on the body of Edward Pallett, 
who was drowned, and the finding of the jury was that " he fell by misfortune and not voluntarily into 
the waters of Trent, in a certain place there called the Wheat Mill tail, and was then and there sub- 
merged and suffocated in the aforesaid water." 



The newly-created office of Recorder seems to have been much coveted, for when a vacancy arose 
in 1598, on the death of William Cardinall, who had held the position for four years, the Corporation 
had before them three applicants, each of whom was influentially supported, notably, Mr. Edmund 

Boothe, in whose behalf the Countess of Rutland 
wrote the following letter : — 
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Understandinge the place of ye Recorder is voyde, and that 
Sir John fiortescue and the Lord Anderson have comended unto 
youe my kynesman Mr. Edmunde Boothe, of Grays ^Inne, on whose 
judgment to make choise of a sufficient and fitt man for the place 
youe maye confidently relye ; as also beinge further informed 
that my cosen Boothe purposeth to seate himself amongst youe 
see that his residence theere and good frends theere mighte muche 
avayle for the good of the towne which I greatly desire, I am there- 
fore to entreate of you that for your owne good, and the rather 
at my request youe would elect him your Recorder. And whenever 
I maye gratefye your kindness to him in this I will be readie ; 
the rather at his intreatie. And so with my hartie commenda- 
cone I bid you farewell this 28th November, 1598. 

Your very frend,. 

Isabel Rutland. 



The election took place in January, and the entry in the Corporation minutes is as follows : — 

Duodecimo die Januarii, Eliz., quadragesimo primo. — At this assembly Mr. Alderman made motion for the election of a newe 
Recorder, after the deathe of Willyam Cardenall, Esquier, who died the . . daye of . . last past, at Egmanton, 
and for that Mr. Alderman and the Companye had bene entreated for the preferment of three severall persons to the said 
office of Recorder, as namely by Mr. John Thorold, Esquier, for one Mr. Pell, and the Right Honorable Sir John fior- 
tescue, knighte, one of the lords of his ma'tes honorable privie counsell, the Righte honorable Gilbte Earle of Sherewes- 
buye, and the Lord Anderson, and the Lady Isabell Countesse of Rutland for Mr. Edmund Boothe, and the Right Honor- 
able Roger Earle of Rutland for Mr. John Rosse, of which three there could but twoe be put in election — the question was 
put whether Mr. Pell should be in election or no, and the answer being in the negative, the voting was between Mr. 
Rosse and Mr. Boothe, and the latter was elected by eight votes to five. 

As illustrating the close and careful supervision which the Corporation exercised over the town, 
we may quote the following regulation : — " That evrie maltster within the towne of Newark shall at 
the time of drieing maulte upon his kilne have two tubbes of water standyng by their kilns continuallie. 
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and that none shall drye fflax or hempe over ovens or kilns mouthes, upon payne of imprisonment, and 
to pay a fine for the use of the poor at the discretion of the Alderman and assistants, or the more part 
of them." When two of the leading members of the Chamber quarrelled therein in 1570, they were 
both sharply dealt with, the entry being as follows : — " At this Court or assemblie, the said John Kel- 
steme hath spoken cruell, despiteful, and contemptuous words against William Leveritt, being one of 
the Queen's Majestie's Justices of the Peace, therefore he is committed to prison, there to remayne at the 
discretion of the Alderman, and to pay a fyne of ffyve marks. The said William Leveritt hath spoken 
cruell, despiteful, and contemptuous words against the said John Kelsterne, being one of the Assistants, 
and departed out of the said Hall without licence, for the which he hath a ffyne set upon hym by the 
Alderman that nowe is and the assistants of xxs., to be levied upon hym to the use of the Chamber." 
As already indicated, the rigid control which the Corporation exercised extended to articles of com- 
merce as well as to the maintenance of law and order. In 1560, searchers of leather were appointed to 
search all the shoemakers' houses, shops, and stalls, " to see yff any butts or showes be made of any 
unlawfuU stuffe," and if they had in their possession any " insufficient leather." At another meeting 
it was ordered that " if any woman shall skolde or disquiet her neybors, that the same shalbe punyshed 
uppon the cuckestole or otherwise at the discrecion of Mr. Alderman for the tyme being and the more 
(part) of the assistants." The cuckestole was a kind of chair in which the culprit was placed, to be 
hooted and pelted at by the mob. It was sometimes used as a ducking stool, and is said to have been 
employed in some towns as late as 1801. Its position in Newark is indicated by the fact that the wharf 
adjoining the south side of the Castle was known until recent years as " Cuckstool Wharf." 

The Corporation not only made strict regulations for securing good order in the town, but they 
watched over the interests of orphans with a jealous eye. Under the heading of " provision for 
orphans," a minute was passed that where the goods and chattels left amounted to £10 at the least, 
the executors under the will were to come before the Alderman and assistants within eight days, and 
give full particulars of the children and the legacies, and sureties " for the due payment of all and any 
such legacies" as should be bequeathed ; and " every such children when they shall receive their por- 
tions shall give and bring unto the Alderman and Justices of the Peace for the time being ' a pottell 
of wyne,' in token that he or they hath received their said portion." In pursuance of this order, we 
find (under date 34 Eliz.) that " George Pele and Dorothy, his wife, late daughter of Mr. John Reaner, 
of Newark, Grammar school master, deceased, came before William Parke, alderman, John Death and 
Christopher Jenison, two of the assistants, and did acknowledge themselves fully satisfied and con- 
tented at the portion of the said Dorothy, now being his wife, and brought into court a bottle of wine 
according to the ordinance." 




M\)m of the Stuarts. 



CHAPTER II. 




James 1. at Newark— The Town's Gift to the King — Aid. Twentyman's Address — The Royal Prerogative 
— Visitation of Plague — Strict Regulations -The AHen Question — The King and Prince Henry at 
Newark Church — Further Royal Visits — The Suppression of Vagrancy— Races at Coddington — 
Quaint Rules as to Wedding Dinners — A Newark Surgeon's Library — Lines of a Poetical Bishop. 

E come now to the times of the Stuarts and to that eventful and momentous period 
which brought Newark into the very forefront of national life. Queen Elizabeth 
passed away on March 24th, 1603, after nominating James VI. of Scotland as her 
successor ; and the new monarch was proclaimed at Newark two days later as James 
I. of England, by Roger Earl of Rutland, " assisted by the sheriffs of the shyre. Sir 
John Byron, knight, John Stanhope and John Byron, esquires, with dyvers other 
gentlemen of the county." On his way to 'London, King James passed through Newark, and met with 
a right royal reception. In the parish registers of RoUestone is the following entry : — " This Thursday, 
April xxi. (1603), came King James towards evening to Newarke Castle, where he lodged that night, 
and the next day being Good Friday, departed towards Beaver Castell." The Corporation waited 
upon him at Newark in state, and presented his Majesty with a fair gilt cup (so we learn from a tract 
printed in London in 1603). Mr. John Twentyman,f one of the coadjutors, delivered a laudatory Latin 
address, which so pleased his Majesty that he conferred upon him the ofhce of purveyor of wax 
for the Royal Household in Notts, and three adjoining counties. Mr. Twentyman was elected an 
assistant in 1604, and served the office of Alderman in 1609. The clerk adds after his election, as 
occasionally after other nominations, " Cui det Deus annum pacificum. Amen." In the manuscripts of 



f The following interesting items anent the family are in the Twentyman papers : — The tradition in our family is that our name 
was originally Lyddell, and one of that name in some bickering between the Borderers (they being a North country family), 
my great grandfather being first of our name who settled at Newark, by some sort of working of his pole axe knocked down 
twenty men, apd so came the c,hange olp^me from Lyddell to Twentyman. My great grandfather was by trade an iron- 
monger, and came out of Richmondshi^e'b.ijt his, family was settled in or about Carlisle. He purchased land in North Gate, 
and made a husbandry there ; and he Icept'a shop at the Saracen's Head, as appears by a lease from Hugh Birkitt. My 
grandfather, John Twentyman, was also an ironmonger, though he gave up his trade, and took himself wholly to keeping 
an inn before his death. 
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the Twentyman family is an interesting reference to this incident. The writer says, " Queen Ehzabeth 
died March 24th, 1602-3. She died about 10 o'clock of the day, and Mr. Secretary Cecil read her 
will, and proclaimed King James the sixth of Scotland King of England. His Majesty set forward 
for England, and on the 21st April he came to Newark, where my grandfather made him a speech in 
Latin, which I have now. [What a pity the speech has not been preserved ! ] He had a commission 
from his Majesty to be his purveyor of wax for his household, for the four counties of Yorkshire, Lin- 
coln, Derby, and Nottingham. I have a letter bearing date from the court at Greenwich, 1603, to the 
Justices of these counties, to assist my grandfather, Jno. Twentyman, as servant of his Majesty and 
purveyor for wax to His Highness's household, within the office of His Majesty's spicery, subscribed by 
W. Knowles, E. Wooton, Richard Brown, and others. There is another document bearing date April 
25th, 1605, from the same place, signed by W. Knowles, who by King James was made Baron Grey 
and Earl Banbury ; and by E. Wooton, made Lord Morley ; N. Coch, who was cofferer to Queen Eli- 
zabeth ; Robert Vernon, and Robert Bannister. These were the Lords of the Green Cloth. He was 



Alderman, as it appears there 
was not a Mayor, but an Alder- 
man and twelve assistants, by 
a charter granted by Queen 
Elizabeth. He was Alderman 
in 1609, as appears by Sir 
Henry Disney's letter of May 
30th, 1610 ; as also by Sir 
William Sutton's (of Averham) 
letter, both of which gentlemen 
gave an intimate respect to 
him, as did also Richard 
Whalley, of Screveton, John 
Chaworth, and several others 
of the best quahty. The Earl 
of Sheffield, Lord President of 
•the North, Lord Shrewsbury, 
and others extended him their 
friendship and gave him re- 
spect. King James caused him 
what he was akin to me. I told him my grandfather." 




KING JAMES I. 

(From the mezzotint by J. Smith, after 
Van Dyck). 



to repeat his speech before he 
went from the town, and asked 
his name. My grandfather 
said it was Twentyman, and 
His Majesty was heard to 
swear, ' By my soul, man, 
thou art a traitor then, for 
the Twentymans pulled down 
Redkirk in Scotland,* which 
is set down on the map as 
standing against Carlisle.' My 
grandfather replied, ' My liege, 
I hope I am as loyal a subject 
as any within thy dominions.' 
Being at Hopton, at Sir John 
Cell's, old Sir John told me 
there was always one of my 
name very near to King James, 
when he came to Newstead to 
hunt in the forest, and asked 



During the King's brief stay an incident occurred which is often referred to by writers on English 
law as the last recorded instance of an unwarrantable exercise of royal prerogative in the infliction of 
capital punishment without trial. A cut purse detected in the act of committing a theft was ordered 
to be put to death, t which (says Rapin) " was beyond the power of a king of England, and directly con- 
trary to the privileges of the Enghsh nation. "f King James, however, showed that he could be lenient 

* Redkirk (Gretna Green), gi miles from Carlisle. The ruins of the tower were still standing in the i8th centurv. 
t "We find a gallows alongside the great North Road, on the east of Newark town, in the time of Charles II. {vide Ogli- 
vie's " Book of Roads.") This might have been the gallows at which Kmg James I., when at Newark, ordered a thief 
fnllowine his retinue to be hung without consulting judge or jury" (" Bygone Nottmghamshire," by W. Stevenson, p. 122.) 
^ -f Nichols. The Progres.ses ol James I., Vol. i., pp. 83-Sq. 
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as well as^severe, " for he gave life to other poor and wretched persons (debtors), clearing the castle of 
them all. The following is the royal mandate, copied from the Corporation minute-book :- 
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MANDATE BY JAMES I. 
(From the Corporation Minutes). 



James Kinge. 
Sheriffe, undersheriffe of Nottinghamshier, Alderman of our towne 
of Newarke & your deputies. We greete you hartylie well. 
Whereas we of or princely power & authoritie doe release & 
pardon all prisoners savinge wilfull murder dett & recusance. 
We therefore will & requier to left at Uberty all prisoners 
deteyned within yor juresdiccon, savinge Willm Woodroffe, 
Vincent Brambley & John Wetherhead, whom you shall 
deteyne in close prison. It is or will allso that fower honest 
men of good conscience & judgement be chosen as or Com- 
mysioners whoe shall conforme to the dett & abilitie of the 
Dettors give them dayes of paymt without takinge any 
forfeitures of their handes & to take such securitie as the sayd 
dettors can give. And as we pardon the fellonie the fees to be 
likewise pardoned that indefect thereof they be not deteyned 
longer prisoners. And thus out of or princely & Christian 
commisseracon we graunt this pardon willinge you as or officers 
to effect the same Wherein you doe us good service keepinge 
this warrant one of you for the reste whoe shall extracts the 
same Newarke the xxii. day of Aprill, 1603. 
The names of the Commysioners — 

Ric. HuRTE, Mayor 

Archer Jackson 

HuMFRiE Boner 

Olivr. Widdrington, pracher there. 
I request and requier you in His Maties name to use noe delay 
in the releasinge of the sayd dettors in forme afforesaid. 
Will. Hunter. 



Aldermen of 

Nottingham. 



As the town had shown such loyalty to James, it was natural that it should give an equally jubilant 
reception to his consort. When Queen Anne passed through on her way to London from Scotland, in 
June, she was given a hearty greeting. " Silver cups heaped with gold angels were the propitiation 
with which the northern cities welcomed the Queen and family of their new sovereign. Queen Anne 
and her son and daughter were received in York with solemn procession by the Lord Mayor and civic 
authorities. They stayed there during Wednesday, and left the city on the 15th June, and were conducted 
on the road to Grimestone by the Corporation of York in their robes. The royal party took their way 
through Worksop, Newark, and Nottingham, being splendidly entertained at each of these places."* 

While people were thus heartily welcoming the new ruler, there came upon the country a fearful 
affliction. " The plague of 1603, which coincided exactly with the accession of James I., and marred 
the splendour of his coronation, was the most deadly in absolute numbers that the capital had as yet 
experienced, and was followed by a steady prevalence of the infection for several years. "|| The pre- 
cautions adopted were isolation and the free use of aromatic herbs, which were strewn in rooms, in 
churches, and other places of assembly, or worn on the person. Well-to-do people rushed from the 
towns into the country districts, and would have shut up their homes if they could, leaving the town 
houses half tenanted and desolate. In Newark they were not permitted to do so. After stating that 



* Strickland's Queens of England, viii., 398. 



Social England, IV., 150. 
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" it had pleased God to touche this towne of Newarke with a suspicion of the visitation of the plague, 
to the great danger of the state of the town," the Corporation records proceed : — 

It is therefore ordained and agreed by Mr. Thomas Webster, alderman, and the assistant inhabitants of the town and parish 

of Newark-upon-Trent aforesaid, by virtue of their charter of incorporation, that during this time -of sickness, none of 

the inhabitants of the said town of Newark shall depart out of the said town of Newark to continue out of the same, 

but upon warning to be readye at all assemblages and meetings as Mr. Alderman shall appoint for the good of the same 

town, and to pay all such payments as shall be assessed upon them or any of them, by the alderman and assistants, or 

the more part of them, for the maintenance of the said town ; and also that all other inhabitants of the said town which 

shall depart the said town shall keep one or more servants in their houses and shoppes to keep doores open for the better 

creditt of the town, unless it be in a house where the sickness is, and to pay all such dueties and payments as shall be 

assessed upon them, upon pajm of disfranchisement, and payment of such ffynes as shall be imposed upon them, and to 

suffer imprisonment as shall be thought good by Mr. Alderman and his assistants, or the more part of them, until the 

same be paid. In virtue whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names, the xxiiii. day of July, in the second yeare 

of the reign, &c. 

Henry Webster, Alderman. 

Christopher Jenison. 

Edmund Metheringham. 

Thomas Hobman. 

Robert Brignall. 

Robert Webbe. 

John Duckworth. 

Peter Key. 

Then follow lengthy articles directing that every Alderman shall make a survey of the number of the 
poor in his division, so that order might be taken forthwith for their relief, " so that they go not abroad 
during the time of infection." The town was mapped out into the following divisions : The Pavement, 
Stodmere Street, Middle Gate, Castle Gate, Milne Gate, Kirk Gate, Appleton Gate, Balderton Gate, 
Bamby Gate, and Carter Gate. Owners of cats and dogs were to tie them up or keep them within doors 
as far as possible, or else someone to be appointed to knock them on the head. Persons were nomi- 
nated for the burial of such as should die of the sickness. They were to be buried in the Churchyard, 
" near the wall towards Appleton Gate." The swine were to be kept up and not suffered to stray out, 
and no neighbours were to visit a sick person until it was known of what disease he or she was suffering. 
It was agreed that daily two of the assistants should accompany Mr. Alderman, and be ready at all 
times to assist him and advise with him as to measures for the good of the town. Six men were ap- 
pointed as wardens of the " visitt house," to ward continually during the time of the visitation. It 
is probable these prompt measures proved effective, for the parish registers do not show any exceptional 
number of burials from 1603 to 1605. 

In the second year of his reign, James granted a new charter conferring additional privileges upon 
the borough. It provided (i) that if the Alderman was ill, a deputy might be appointed ; (2) that the 
Alderman and Recorder for the time being, and four assistant inhabitants to be assigned and nomi- 
nated by the x\lderman and twelve assistants, together with the deputy (if any), should be Justices 
of the Peace ; (3) that the inhabitants of the town and parish be not placed on any assize or inquisition 
held out of the borough ; (4) that the Alderman and assistants have power to assemble within the Guild- 
hall of the town aforesaid, or in a certain hall there called the " Kinge's Hall," lying near the Church, 
or in any other convenient place, and make any laws, statutes, constitutions, decrees, or ordinances, 
which shall seem to be good for the rule and government of the town, with power to enforce penalties 
for disobedience, so long as such laws or ordinances be not contrary to the laws, statutes, or customs 
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of the kingdom ; (5) that the Alderman or the deputy and the assistants may have power and authority 
to admit and swear keepers and guardians of every society of art and mystery {i.e., trade) within the 
aforesaid town, and so many of such inhabitants as it shall seem expedient to them, to be free men of 
the town ; (6) power to levy rates towards the expenses of the town ; and (7) power to hold lands and 
confirmation of all property held under previous charters. (Dated at Westminster, July 23rd.)* 

In the visitation of Notts, by Richard St. George, in 1614, we have the following :t— " The towne 
and borough of Newark-vppon-Trent, within the county of Nottingham, was incorporated by E6 in 
the 3 yeare of his rayne, by the names of one alderman and xij. assistants. Queeae Elizabeth, in the 
21 yeare of her most happy rayne, gaue the authoritye to haue a recorder, making the alderman and 
the recorder Justices of Peace and quorum, and 4 of the society and ffraternitye to be Justices of the 
Peace, exempting them 13 from aU manner of seruices whatsoever in the county ; and, lastly, our most 
gratious souerayne lord King James, in the 2 year of his raigne, did not only confirme all fformer graunts 
made by his predesessors, the kings and queens of this land, but also of his most princely disposition 
towards the town, exempted all the inhabitants thereof from all manner of forayne seruices whatsoever, 
gieuing them full power to purchase lands and make such orders and laws as should be thought by them 
more conuenient for the better Gouernment of the towne, hauing both arms and a comon scale belonging 
thereonto. And at the time of this visitation was Mr. Henery Webster, alderman, and these following 
recorder and assistants, viz., Mr. Gervas Molineux, recorder, Edmond Metheringham, Peter Key, John 
Twentiman, Bartholomew Martyn, John Browneley, John Noble, Richard Birketts, Thomas Jennyson, 
Robert Good, Christopher Haselam, Richard Hering, and John Methringham, John Brownley, coroner." 

In 1605 a stringent resolution was passed with regard to settlers in the town : — " Whereas the 
town hath been overcharged by reason of the multitude of strangers repayring to the saide towne to 
inhabite and dwelle within the same," it was ordered that no persons being strangers should be per- 
mitted to inhabit or dwell within the town without the consent of the alderman and assistants before 
such time as they had paid to the use of the chamber the sum of five pounds for a fine (unless they 
were such persons as the alderman and assistants thought fit to inhabit it), and before they should be 
made free of any occupation or trade within the town, they should before being admitted freemen co- 
pound and agree with the alderman and assistants, or with the wardens and most of the company of 
such trade or occupation as they should be of, and pay such sums as by the wardens' book should be 
appointed. In the following year it was ordered that " no person, being a huckster within the town, 
should buy or sell yam, nor any stranger living out of the town shall buy any com or victuals what- 
soever of any kind as butter, cheese, fish, apples, nuts, eggs, or other things, upon the market day, before 
the market beU ring, and upon other days not before ten of the clock ; and further that no huckster 
or other person shall sell at the Cross, Market Place, or any other street, any apples, nuts, &c., on any 
Sabbath or Festival day." 

In 1607 (24th July, Christopher Jenison, alderman), there is this entry : — " That the yeare above 
written, in the tyme of the said Christopher Jenison, alderman, the church of Newarke was beauetified 
and the steple pointed, and the said steple then being measured with a lyne, is in length from the foote 
of the wethercocke unto the ground of stoneworke threescore and sixtene yards one foote and a halfe, 
and the chardge for pointing of the steple was xvii li. xiiis. iiiid." 

* Patent Roll, 2 James I., part 9, membrane ii. f Published by the Harleian Society. 
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Following upon the alarm of plague, perhaps the subject that most aroused the interest of the 
townspeople was a renewal of the \'exed question of tolls, and the right of the Lord of the Manor who 
recei^"ed them to compel people to use his mills. An important trial took place in 1609, the plaintiff 
being \^'illiam Cecil, Lord Burghley, and the defendants Henry Webster, R. Good, Henry Gill, W. Short, 
Richard Poe, S. Lamb, J. Parker, T. Jolie, and R. Haywood. A great amount of evidence was taken, 
and copies of the voluminous depositions have been preserved. It seems that when Lord Burghley 
took over the leases, the Castle and mills were in such a bad state of repair that the expenditure of a 
large sum of money became necessary. Having laid out £300 on the mills, and made works to secure 
them a more abundant supply of water, he desired to enforce his rights, but there had meanwhile been 
erected several horse mills, and some of the inhabitants possessed querns, so that they were loth to resort 
to the lord's mills, especially as there were many complaints against the millers and the tolls imposed 
were considered excessive. We append a summary of the evidence, which contains many interesting 
particulars showing where the horse mills had been erected, what the complaints were, and mentioning 
incidentally a great frost in the winter of 1607, by which most of the mills were frozen up : — 

T. Woodward, of Mansfield, knoweth the town manor and soke of Newark having by the space of five or six years been deputy 
steward. The complainant hath often sent for deponent when he came to Newark to hold the court there and showed 
himself very careful by words uttered to this deponent that such as did owe sute to the kinge's majesties milnes at Newark 
and came thither to grinde their corne or mault should bee verie well used and that the said complainant required him 
this deponent to pubhsh his will and desire in the open court to the suters there to thende that yf any man were greved 
or wronged by any unorderly grindinge or excessive toll takinge they should upon just complaint receave recompense 
and satisfaction for any such wronge. And this deponent did publish declare and enquire accordingly. The King had 
granted to Lord Burleigh timber for the repair of the mills. 

N. Goddard, of Newark, blacksmith, said that James Whalley had a horse mill in Newark built at his own charge. Whalley 
was seized of one dwelling-house in Newark which he bought and which was now worth 100 li. Whalley was taken to be 
a man of far greater worth and wealth than R. Ha3nvood, who was Goddard's neighbour. The inhabitants had com- 
plained of excessive toll since Lord Burleigh became Lord. He had known five horse mills in the town of Newark in pos- 
session of Sparrow, Foster, J. Whalley, T. Disney, W. Lighte. One mill was built by Anthony Forster gent, sixty years 
since and the fourth mill built by J. Owsell about twenty years since and others before the time of his remembrance. He 
hath known three or four malt querns, one Mr. Phillipott's one R. Chambers', one Richard Standish's, one R. Good's. 
The said querns were for every man to grind his own malt and the horse mills to grind such corn as were brought to them. 
Edward Earl of Rutland was farmer of the said mills and did wittingly suffer the inhabitants of Newark to grind their 
corn from the said six mills and where they thought good and never found him aggrieved therewith. (J. MoUneux, Esq., 
is his landlord.) He hath a windmill at Farndon within the Soke of Newark and within a mile of his said mills. He doth 
desire to grind his malt and corn at his said windmill. He knoweth that the said complainant hath brought the water 
of Trent to the said mills in greater and more abundant measure than formerly. He thinketh that the said waterworks 
there to bring the said water of Trent to the said mills hath cost above ;^20 or £jo. James Whalley was complained 
upon in this Court for taking upon him to grind at his said horse mills to the prejudice of his majesty's mills. The castle 
of Newark at the time of the death of the late Countess of Rutland was in great decay and had been repaired since by 
Lord Burleigh at his charge amounting to C li or above. What liberties or customs the town of Newark had before it was 
incorporated he knoweth not saving the election of churchwardens and the keeping of St. Thomas's courts for the present- 
ing of offences and misdemeanours committed within the said town and liberty and for grinding in .\nthony Forster's 
time, farmer of the castle and mills. By what King or Queen the town was incorporated he remembereth not but referreth 
to the record and the charter. He thinketh it is forty years since the incorporation. The town is not divided from the 
mills save by the waters of Trent. 

Richard Poole, of Stoke, says that it was the common voice fame and opinion that the inhabitants of Newark and North Gate 
and within two miles of Newark ought to grind all their corn and malt at the King's mills and this fame he saith he 
heard of divers and sundry persons about forty years since. He remembereth the said Anthony Forster did in his time 
warn them so to do. The rate for grinding was 46. per quarter. He knew a horse mill built in Balderton Gate by one 
Foster above forty years since, and another in Barnby Gate built by one Owsler when his Majesty's mills were in decay 
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to serve the town and country in that time. Since then divers other horse mills have besn erected within the town one 
by J. Whalley and one near unto Beamonde Cross. Before this suit began he hath heard the said Anthony Forster 
and other old men say that the said mills were the Bishop of Lincoln's, and the inhabitants of the said town and soke 
did and ought as suters of the said mills to send their corn and malt thither to be ground. 

Christopher Buckles, of Newark, tanner, said Lord Burleigh spent ;£300 in repairing the mills which otherwise would not have 
stood for a year longer. He (Buckles) was one of the workmen engaged in repairing the mills. The last frost was the 
greatest and longest that ever he did know save one which was about forty-four years ago. The said six mills were more 
than sufficient to grind all the corn of all the inhabitants of Newark and twice as much. Buckles was the chief workman 
at the mills and received i'jo in wages. The cost of materials was /140. There did fall at once five of the said mills and 
this he knoweth by sight. A boy called Wharton was drowned there. Complaint was made to the Earl that the inha- 
bitants went to their mills and the Earl said he would sue them and bring them.back. 

B. Wright, of Langford, labourer, 80, deposed that about 50 years ago the inhabitants brought their corn to Anthony Forster's 
mills. The malt toll was 2d. per quarter. Brotherick's mill was near the Church. 

Other witnesses were Richard Rydyat and W. Fenton of Newark who deposed that the inhabitants of the town and within two 
miles ought to grind at the King's mills. 

Ric. Gynney, of Stoke, clerk, said by the ordination of the vicarage of Stoke it appeareth that there were mills belonging to 
the Castle of Newark in 1318. The Castle was repaired in stone wood iron glass lead and tile at the cost of iAfiO by 
Lord Burleigh. The passage of water between Mill Gate and the mills divideth the latter from Newark. 

Jane Smith, aUas Goodchild, said if the inhabitants would only grind their corn at his Majesty's mills, instead of spending 
money in a suit to their prejudice, they might easier pay the duties demandable. Lord Burleigh by keeping men to load 
horses and fetch and carry corn and malt to the mills and home again hath greatly eased the said town. 

J. Franckhn, gent., said the mills cost 100 marks a year to keep in repair. They had been in his Lordship's hands two years 
and seven months, and at the time of his entry were in such miserable decay that they would have gone down the Trent. 
The great part of the inhabitants of the wapentake and soke of Newark ought to bring their corn to the said mills, as 
was affirmed at least eighteen years ago by their ancient and reputed honest men, sometimes bakers who had been pren- 
tices at that trade. There was great frost in the winter of 1607, when divers of the poorer sorte weepinge in pittifuU 
maner did earnestly entreate John Franklin [overseer of the mills] that they mighte have their corne to be speedily 
grounde, els should they be bitterly distressed with famine through want of bread, in that the most of the water milnes 
in the countrie were then frozen. The said greate froste was the greatest and of the longest continuance that ever he 
sawe. Lord Burleigh charged J. Francklin to harken and enquire of the evil usage of the customers either by spel tinge 
or other bad grindage or by any other unlawful or unhonest means [one Syrfiet, of Newark, complained]. Francklin 
entreated deputie steward of the manor, wapentake, and soke of Newark to give special charge in the courts and leets 
at Newark holden for the King's Majestie to the jury and jurers there to make diligent enquirie and to present the abuses 
of the said milners that there might be punishment inflicted upon them. Toll-dishes were formerly of the old measure 
and upheaped. now of the reformed measure and harde stricken. Three hundred trees were in Sherwood allowed by 
Queen Elizabeth to Isabella Countess of Rutland for repairs of the mills. 

Mrs. Metheringham, wife of Edmund Metheringham, one of the magistrates of Newark, did accuse John Dawson, one of the 
said milners, saying in a clamorous maner that hee had unjustly stolen seven peckes of bread corn from out her sacke, 
wherein she sent but twelve peckes to the milne. John Franklin asked her what she usually had from a. strike of corn. 
She replied she was to have a strike of meale upheaped and then with her hands a crosse pressed down againe and then 
a second time upheaped. Franklin went home with her and found that she had more than she required by a peck and 
a half, yet did it scarce content her or stay her from her former exclamation. ."Vlso the wife of John Twentiman, one 
other of the said magistrates, did complain of the said Dawson having ground her wheat after malt, and so spoyled and 
marred her said wheate, and she sent a loaf of the bread to FrankUn, but it was afterwards proved that one of her maide 
servants had marred and spoyled the same by her carelessnes in the handUnge and temperinge of the said breade. 

Edmund Walker, of Newark, painter, 60, said his master with whom he was apprentice fifty years ago ground where he would. 
The mills have sometimes been unable to grind a week at a time in summer by want of water and in winter by floods 
and frosts. Most of the inhabitants of the town of Newark are innkeepers, victuallers, tradesmen, and men of occupation, 
and that the single tax or xvts usually paid to the kinge's Majestie out of the said town of Newarke amounteth to the 
some of 40 marks, and subsidies are uncertain as they fall out, and divers other payments are yearly made by the in- 
habitants for Church duties and otherwyse to a greate vallewe. 



40 HISTORY OF NEWARK. 

R. Kitchin, tanner, 87, said ten years since one Gyles dwelled in a lodge in the Tolney, beinge then a Conygree near the said 
mills. Three men who were pulling up the floodgate at the old wheat mill fell into the water, and two were drowned 
and buried at Newark. 

R. Butcher, of Newark, 70, said that when he was young the bakers ol the town carried their corn to grind sometimes to 
Aram and sometimes to Kelham and RoUeston mills. The complainants course of taking toll was contrary to the ancient 
custom and to the great impoverishment of the town. 

Agnes Ecop, wife of G. Ecop, fowler, said in former times there were four corn mills and one fulling mill. 

Edmund Metheringham, 68, gentleman, said before the inhabitants of Newark had a coroner from amongst themselves one 
Bateson a boatman and one Knight farmer of the said mills under Giles Foster were drowned at the mills, and the coroner 
of the county was sent for by the Alderman of Newark, and the bodies brought to be buried in Newark Churchyard. 

James Lawton, of Newark, j'eoman, said that two new fairs were granted to the Corporation by Queen Elizabeth. Picage 
and stallage had been demanded of the inhabitants of Newark, and they had paid the same without denial except within 
the last four years. 

Similar evidence was given by Richard Leke, of Newark, gent., William Rouse, of Balderton, gent., H. Kerchever, of 
Baldertou, yeoman, and others. 

Alice Haylow, said all the butchers paid every Wednesday every one of them a half penny for opening his shop window and 
a half penny for his standing in the market, and every butcher that had no shop paid every Wednesday a half penny for 
his stand. When Mr. Hartley was .^.Merman he commanded them not to pay anything, after which time some did refuse 
and some did continue the payment, f 

In this way the legal battles raged anent the rights of the Lord of the Manor. Nor were the dis- 
putes coniined in these locally contentious times to the lord's rights alone. A dispute between feUow 
citizens about drainage came to an issue in 1611, and was deemed of sufficient importance to be entered 
in the minute-book. The disputants were Mr. Death and Mr. Henry Webster, and the disagreement 
related to a sink — a passage for water — at their houses in the Pavement Steade. The trial took place 
in the court called " St. Thomas's Court, holden 21st day of December, anno octavo Jacobi regis, Mr. 
Batholomew Martyn being alderman." George Boddy, being sworn, saith that when he was an appren- 
tice with Mr. Thomas Parker, he dwelt in Mr. Webster's house. About 34 years now past, Mr. Parker 
did command him, the said George, to stop up the channel that the water should not pass through his 
master's yard, which was and is the town's land, and whereof Mr. Webster is now tenant ; and that 
Richard Parker, his wife, who dwelt there, where now Robert Parker doth dwell, did unstop it again, 
whereupon Thomas Quest did view the same, and did will Mr. Thomas Parker to make a grate for the 
passage of the water there, which he then did accordingly. Thomasjm Ashefield, wife of Robert Ashe- 
field, being sworn, saith that she was servant to Thomas Pynder, near about 30 years now past, who 
dwelt where Robert Parker now dwelleth, she being then about nine years of age, and that there was 
a grate in the place, where George Boddy alleged the same to be, but did not know who did make the 
grate there. Ann Forman, wife of Thomas Forman, said that about 36 years now past, the water 
did pass through Mr. Thomas Parker's backyard. 

Then comes the evidence of the other side, headed : " The effect of Mr. Henry Webster, his evi- 
dence, for the matter aforesaid, taken in the Sessions of Newark, holden the 14th day of March, anno 
octavo. Regis Jacobi, 1610." Mary Saunderson, wife of Thomas Saunderson, of Grantham, aged 60 
years and above, being sworn, saith that about 34 years now passed, she did dwell in the house where 
now Robert Parker dwelleth, and had dwelt there by a space of 12 years or thereabouts, during which 

f Exchequer Depositions, 6 James I., Mic, 13, etc. 
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time there was a deep synk or pit in her yard of a man's height, which when it was full her maids and 
other hired servants did lade it empty, and had no other passage for the water there, and it was used 
when she came to the same house by one Key, and after her departure one Pynder came to the same 
hoiTse who did the hke. Johann Good, wife of Robert Good, of Newark, butcher, being sworn, saith 
that she was servant to Mr. Saunderson when she dwelt in Robert Parker's house, during which time 
there was not any passage for the water but as Mr. Saunderson had confessed. 



Here is the de- 
cision arrived at : — 
Mr. Edward Death, 
being owner of Robert 
Parker's house, and 
now present in open 
court this day, is con- 
tent, before Mr. Alder- 
man and the company 
whose names are sub- 
scribed, to remit and 
disclayme in making 
any challenge for any 
watercourse or passage 
for water through Mr. 
Webster's house or 
yard at any time 
hereafter. 

There are several 
entries in the Minute 
Book embodying ad- 
ditional restrictions in 
regard to the residence 
in the town of 
foreigners, it being 
ordered in 16 10 that 
no foreigner should 
dwell here before he 




A BIT OF OLD NEWARK.* 



had put in sureties, 
and that every for- 
eigner should pay £5 
before he used the 
liberty of the town. 
The same jealous 
spirit prevailed in 
other localities, and 
was embodied in a 
Royal proclamation 
(in 1622) prohibiting 
strangers who had not 
served an apprentice- 
ship to sell by retail, 
and in gross only, at 
fairs and markets in 
the town where they 
dwelt. In 161 1 it was 
ordered that from and 
after the date hereof 
(20th June), no owner 
or occupier of any 
cottage or house of 
habitation within the 
town of Newark should 
admit or receive any 
" forrayner," not being 
a freeman of the said 



town, to dwell or inhabit in any such cottage or house, before such owner or occupier should become 
bound by obligation to the Alderman and assistants in such sum as they should think well, upon condition 
that such " forrayner" should not in any event be chargeable to the town for himself, wife, or family. 
An exception was made in favour of any gentleman or other person having sufficient living or maintenance 
for himself and his family. It was lawful for them to dwell in the town, anything in the ordinance to the 
contrary notwithstanding. At the same time it was directed that there should not at any time "be any 
inmate or more families or householders than one dwelling or inhabiting in any one cottage made or to 
be made in the town," and any owner or occupier offending was liable to a penalty of 2s. gd. per week 

* In the "Queen's Head' Yard. 
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during which the offence continued. Another ordinance directed that no one should let any chamber 
or premises to anyone dwelling outside the town (not being a freeman) to keep any wares or merchan- 
dise which he should buy or bring to sell in the market, " for any longer time but during the time of 
the same market days." Constables were to carry a black staff with a pike of iron in the lower end, 
or a halberd, and no one was to have any tressels, boards, vessels, &c., lying in the Pavement Steade 
or in any other street by the space of three days, under a penalty of 3s. 4d. for each offence. Every 
person was to cleanse the channels and make clean the streets before their houses, shops, and grounds 
where any pavage was, and carry the rubbish away every Tuesday and Saturday at night. No person 
was to dry or wash any fish or cast out any fishwater in any part of the Pavement Steade or Ironmonger 
Lane, nor any other streets, under a like penalty of 3s. 4d. In 1612, one of the Assistants and Justices 
of the Peace, Mr. Edward Death, persisted in living outside the town, namely, at Balderton, and pre- 
ferring to give up his appointments rather than dwell in the town, " as other assistants have done and 
now usually do," was dismissed according to his request. 

There is nothing else of much moment in the Minute Book at this time, but we know from other 
sources that the King was liere in 1612, with Prince Henry ; and the records of the Corporation of 
Nottingham prove that he came again in 1614. The following entry appears in the RoUeston parish 
registers : — " Sextilis Decimo, regni sui decimo, 1612. Jacobus, Anglise, Scotiae, ffranciae et Hibernie 
rex, fidei defensor, Newarkise in castello cum filio Henrico, anno setatis suae (ut fertur) decimo nono, 
manet. In ecclesia parochiali dictse Newarkiae concionem coram dictis rege et principe, habuit, Ds 
Parker Lincolniae cantor (vulgo Chaunter) Regis principisque aspectum desiderantes, confiuebant . 
. . pecus, Barones, equites, armigeri, ignobiles . . ." Translation : — On the tenth of August, 
in the tenth year of his reign, (1612) James, king of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, stayed in Newark Castle with his son Henry, who was, as it is said, in his 19th year. 
Dominus Parker, precentor of Lincoln, commonly called " chaunter," delivered a discourse in 
the Parish Church of the said Newark in the presence of the King and Prince. A crowd [pecus] 
barons, knights, esquires, and the common folk (ignobiles) [flocked together] desiring to look at the 
King and Prince." The latter, to the great grief of the Royal family and the nation, died of fever 
shortly afterwards. 

The State Papers contain entries of Royal visits to Newark in 1616 and 1617. In connection with 
the latter, the records of the Corporation of Lincoln give a lengthy account of the manner of the King's 
coming to that city. It appears that he arrived at Lincoln on the 25th March from Grantham, hunting 
along the heath during his journey, and on arriving at the city he was met by the sheriff and citizens 
with great pomp and ceremony. " The Mayor delivered to his Majesty a gilt silver cup of a full ell 
(elne) in height ; in weight, 100 marks in silver or thereabouts, which the king took with great delight 
and content ; and after attending service at the cathedral and inspecting the ancient monuments, he 
went back to his lodging at St. Catherine's. On Sunday, the 30th March, he again went to the minster, 
where he was received by three bishops and the dean and chapter, and after the service touched fifty 
persons for the king's evil. He remained in Lincoln throughout the week, attending horse~races on 
the heath, and a cock fight at the sign of the ' George by the stonebow,' where he appointed four cocks 
to be put on the pit together, which made his Majesty very merry." The record thus continues : " On 
Saturday, after dinner, his majesty went from St. Catherine's to Newark, at whose departure from St. 
Catherine's Mr. Mayor and his brethren did give attendance at his coming forth of the presence chamber, 
and when he took his caroch in the inner court at St. Catherine's, he gave forth his hand to the Mayor 
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all the Aldermen and the Town Clerk, who all kissed the same. Then he thanked them all, saying 
that if God lent him Hfe, he would see them oftener ; and so he took his caroch and went forward that 
night to Newark. "t The nature of the reception at Newark on this particular occasion is not on record, 
but no doubt the same liberality and loyalty which characterized the citizens on the occasion of his 
previous visits would be again manifested. John Chamberlain, Esq., writes from London on April 5, 
1617, to Sir Dudley Carleton : " This day the King goes to Newark ;" and on April 19th, " The King 
is this day at Durham, and if their weather be answerable to ours here, as they say it is worse, they 
have but a cold, comfortless journey. The King himself goes on very cheerfully, and is very much 
fallen in love with the country about Lincoln, so that he means henceforward to spend the greater part 
of the winter there." | 

To lighten, if possible, the burden of purveyance — the contribution levied on each county tor the 
supply of the King's household — it was decided to endeavour to compound for a definite sum per annum 
to cover everything, and in the Minute Book is an entry of what the whole county (Newark included) did 
in this matter, headed, " Composition for provision for the King's household." The entry is as follows : — 

We weare at Lecester upon the xvii. day of August to treate w'h the Commissioners whoe weare then there to compound w'b 
the countries for all manner of provisions for His Mats Househould and for cart taking. After long debate conseminge 
the same we thought it good and profitable for the countrie to compound in regard that wee shall save some of that wci 
the countrie formerlie paid and be freed from all the rest. That wch the countrie paid yearelye to provide for beefes mut- 
tons and porkes amounted to 23211- 13s. gd. Beside that w^h was paid for waxe and for butter yearlie, and wee have 
compounded to paie but 24oli- for all thees and therein to be freed from takinge of carts, single horses, wheate, malt 
puUen, and all other things soe y' if this 24011- be duelie paid the countrie shall bee freed from all kinds of takinge and 
the rather wee are induced to compound for that Leicestershire men compounded the same dale and divers other coun- 
tries have formerlye compounded, soe that wee feare that those countries that will not compound wil bee wholy burdened 
wh taxes and the rest freed. The articles and conditions agreed upon we have sent to the Justices of Peace to be con- 
descended to and subscribed and those that like not thereof must signifie in writinge their dissent. Wee doe conceave 
that there is true and plaine dealing in the Comissioners who did well satisfie us in all doubts. It wil be expected y' everie 
Justice of Peace sett downe in writinge his Ukinge or dislikinge of the condicons thereof and that it be speedilye sent 
from one to another to the end y' ye Commissioners may have speedye notice of the countries liking which wee have 
promised to send to them very shortly. And thus wee rest 

Leicester, the 17th dale of Yor loving Frendes 

August, 1622. Hen. Sacheverell 

John Woode 
I like well these articles and doe give 
' mie consent 

W. BuRGHLEY I Uke well these articles, and 

I doe agree to these articles assent thereunto 1 

Tho. Hutchinson P. Stanhope 

I doe agree to these articles 

John Byron — W. Cooper Jo. Thornhaghe 

I doe thinke they have done very well and like very well of it 

John Digbye R. Pierrepont 

Ro. Sutton 
Foulke Cartwright 

Here is an interesting item from the minutes of the provision of a new mace : — 

Mem that at Hillary Terme 1619 Mr. Christopher Haslam being Alderman the new mace was made and doth way 

240Z. gat 5s. id. obp. oz., whichis .. .. .. •- -. •. ■• ■■ vi li. iiiis. iiid. 

and deducte 

ffor the ould mace which was 1 2 oz. di at iiiis. iiiid. p. oz. . . . . . . . . ■ . - ■ • • liiiis. iid. 

soe doth rest . . . . . . . . . . . . ■ ■ • ■ . . iii li. xs. id. 

ffor workemanshipp gilding and gravinge, besides other charges which doth amount to . . . . . . . . iiii li. ixd. 

Towards the making whereof Mr. George Stowe did give . . . . . . . . • . . . iii li. vis. viiid, 

+ Historical Manuscripts Commission, 14th Report, Appendix, part 8, p. 94. ! Court and Times of James I., U , 67. 
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Among the amusements of the people were the annual races which were held at Coddington Moor, 
and were under the patronage of the Corporation. In the minute book, under date 1620, is the entry, 
" Receaved of William Cowper, Esquire, towards a cupp yearly to be found by the town of Newarke 
for Coddington races, xxviii li. xiis. in gould, whereof there was lost in weight xxis. vid. Receaved 
more of Robert Sutton, Esquire, v li., whereof was lost in two white Rialls, xiis. viiid. There was sold 
at the same time a bell of gold, weighing almost 6oz., at £3 3s. 4d. per ounce, and a silver bell, weighing 
50Z., at 4s. 6d. per oz." Mr. Cowper subsequently increased his benefaction by giving £6 15s. 6d. more 
for the cup, &c. Then there is this entry which throws light on a somewhat festive scene — the leading 
townsmen, after an election of assistants, with the Vicar, adiourning to the Saracen's Head, kept by 
Mr. Twentyman, and, on the motion of the Vicar, subscribing to a lottery in order to win a prize for 
the town, which they seem to have succeeded in doing, so much to the Alderman's gratification that 
he hoped it might never be sold away : — 

Memorandum that on St. Thomas Day 1620 after the election of three assistants before named Mr. Alderman and the Assis 
tants and the Town Clerk being all at Mr. Twentiman's, Mr. Mason, the preacher, being there, motion was made by some 
of the companie to send some money to ye lotterye ; and thereupon Mr. Mason moved that those which were there being 
fifteene, whereof Mr. Mason and the Town Gierke were two, should send xvs. to the Lottery to get a prize which should 
be bestowed of the towne and which was done accordinglye, and a cupp gilt of f&ftye eight shillings price was gott and 
by Mr. Mason's motion given to. the towne, and was delivered to Mr. John Metheringham, then Alderman, to the town's 
use, whoe wished that it might never bee sould from ye town. 

What became of this cup we do not know . So far as the races were concerned, towards which such liberal 
gifts had been made, the articles of agreement under which they were held appear in the minutes of 
1624. The parties to the agreement were Mr. Thomas Hobman, Alderman, and the assistants of Newark, 
of the one part, and William Cowper and Robert Sutton, Esquires, on behalf of themselves and other 
gentry of the county. In consideration of a sum of money which the latter had collected, the town 
agreed to provide a cup of silver, double gilt, of the value £7 los. or thereabout, to have the same in 
readiness on the 4th of May yearly, at the staffe at Coddington Moore, at 9 o'clock of the forenoon, to 
be run for with horses, " according to the ancient usage of that race." The conditions are set down 
under which the races were to be held. Every horse had to put in for his stakes 20s. before starting, and 
the race was to be run in three heats ; but any freeman of the town of Newark was to be free to run 
his horse, nag, or mare, without putting in any stake. Here are two of the rules :— 

It is agreed that no man nor boy that is a partie or hath money lent on any of the horses matched shall dare to switch or 

drive any of them in their riding or running but only the ryder. 
It is agreed that as the stakes shall come in the Alderman shall keep them until the stock is made up to .^200. and then lie 

shall provide a cup yearly to be run for as aforesaid. 

The pillory at this time was a popular method of punishment, and we have mention of a new pillory 
being erected near the cross that stood in the Market Place. In 1621 there is this entry :— " Whereas 
by agreement betwixt Richard Herringe, late Alderman of Newark, by consente of the assistants of 
the same town, Christopher Wilson, of Newark, mercer, hath taken down the olde pillorie, and put a 
new one neare unto the Cross there, which olde pillorie, where it stoode, was a great annoyance to the 
said Christopher Wilson, Robert Harris, William Hollett, and other neighbours thereaboute concern- 
inge their trades and professions. It is, therefore, in consideration of fourtie shillings given by the said 
Christopher Wilson and the rest unto the chamber of Newark for the timber of the old pillorie and other 
things agreed upon and promised by John Metheringham, Alderman, and the said assistants, at the 
accompt holden in the school house chamber, the fourth day of Januarie, eighteenth yeare of our Sove- 
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raigne Lord King James of England, a.d. 1620, that noe person or persons shall hereafter sett anie 
stall, lay anie tymber, lay anie barrels, or place any other things on fayre days, market dayes, or at any 
other tymes, before the said Christopher M^ilson, his shoppe, or in that corner of the streete, to the hurt 
or damage of the said Christopher Wilson, Robert Harris, WiUiam Hollett, and others, and that the 
gaoler or scavenger for the time beinge shall sweepe and dresse that place as well as anie other part of 
the Market Place, and that they or one of them shall take care that this order be duhe performed, and 
that they shall have power by this ordinance to distraine of everyone so offending iis. vid." 

Pillory and prison alike were in constant requisition, for the period was one of widespread poverty 
and vagabondism. Strict measures were taken to suppress vagrancy, and to keep down the price of 
bread. Commissioners were appointed in 1621 with extensive powers to stimulate the magistracy to put 
the law vigorously into force against the idle and dissolute, while at the same time farmers were ordered 
to supply the markets sufficiently and to sell one-fourth of their corn at " under rates" to the poor. 
The Bishop of Lincoln sent the following letter to Newark (21st Sept., 1622), directed to " the Right 
Hon. WiUiam Lord Burghley, custos rotulorum for the countie of Nottingham, and other His Majesty's 
Justices of the Peace within ye said countie :" — 

After my verie hartie Comendacons unto you considering that Almightie God when he had but two in all the world to serve 
him, planted them in a Garden to keep them from Idlenes, and having afterwards appropriated unto himself a whole 
commonwealth, did enact that Law in the 1 5 of Deuteronomie, Mendicus non erit inter vos, against begging and lazines 
and that the comon and statute lawes of this kingdome (being either of them excerptons out of the Law of God) the 
one by creacon of tenures and services, the other byso many peremptorie edicts doe utterlie condeme and exterpate Beg- 
gars, Rogues, Vagabonds, Egiptians and such lazie and unprofitable members of the Commonwealth, His Ma'i« is justlye 
offended at you who being entrusted with the care and execucon of these statutes whoe suffer the Countrie notwhstanding 
to swarme w'h whole Troupes of Rogues, Beggars, Egiptians and idle persons to the exceedinge great damage of manie 
of His Ma'ys poorer subjects and the deepe aspercon of the psent Govment. These are therefore strictly to require you 
and evre of you forthw'h upon the receipt hereof to put these lawes for the punshinge, ymployinge, chastisinge, and 
rooting out of thes idle people (Symptomes of Poperie and blinde superstition), indilUgent practize and execucon takinge 
no longer tyme of Deliberacon then this yor next cnsewinge quarter sessions. 

Also whereas these last years have yielded abundance of grasse and haie and corne and catle have beene verie cheape 
in Markett, yet hath the Haie and Oats in Inns and Hostleries, the flesh in ye Shambles of Townes and Cities and the 
Bread wth the Bakers evrie where borne such excessive and intollerable prices, that people could take noe knowledge 
of the blessinge of God nor lift their hands to praize him for the same — His Ma'y's pleasure is that according to the 
Statutes pvided in y' behalf and according to y oathes and dueties you doe forwith reforme these severall exorbitances 
by apportioning such reasonable rates on all these pticulers as in Equitye and Conscience shal bee found fittinge, espe- 
cialhe in the townes villages w'tin yor countie where His Ma'y's servants and retineus are enforced by their attendants 
upon the Court to lodge and sojourne and because an account is expected of this yor service you shall enjoine your Con- 
stables to present at everie Quarter Sessions all those former troupinges of rogues and vagabonds and all the excessive 
prices of Haie and Oats in osleries and flesh and bread in townes and villages together wth the names of the next ad- 
joining justices by whose carelessenes and connivence these abuses are suffered that being returned unto mee by the Custos 
Rotulorum or his Deputie I may leave them out of the Commission and supplie those parts with more serviceable 
gentlemen. 

And so, not doubting of your care and dihgence herein as a matter so earnestlye recommended by His Majestie, I leave 

you for this time in God's best protecion, and doe rest 

Your verie lovinge friend, 

22nd Sept., 1622. Jo- Lincoln. 

We do not know what effect this strongly-worded letter produced, but no doubt it would be con- 
siderable. " The returns of the Justices," says a competent authority,* " seem to indicate that these 

* Social England, IV., 146. 
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efforts ot the Government to reform the administration of the law were not without success ;" while 
in regard to the price of corn, it was in many places sold to the poor at half price, and so continued 
until the time of scarcity was passed. 

The Vicar of Newark had the honour of preaching before Royalty this year, for there is extant a 
pamphlet entitled, " A sermon preached before his Maiestie at Oatlands, on the 28 of July, 1622, by 
Edmund Mason, his Maiestie's Chaplaine and Vicar of Newarke."]! The text was Matthew xvi., 21, 
and the preacher says, " Let vs diuide our discourse into a twofolde touch, and consideration. One, 
of Historicall faith, the spirituall man's left hand, touching the Hemme of Time only that Christ did 
rise upon a Third Day. Another of lustifying and saving faith, the spirituall man's right hand, touching 
the \-ertue of this Hemme, that For vs it was necessary that Christ should rise vpon a Third Day, and 
no other. The Hemme I will touch in a word ; the vertue, by your patience, I will handle, but not in 
many words : the Discourse and the Text shall be short alike." 



The days of 
King James were 
not so prolific of 
local benefactions 
as those of the 
Tudor period, but 
there was a 
Newark surgeon 
of whom little has 
hitherto been 
heard, and whose 
will was printed 
in a recent issue 
of the " Northern 
Genealogist," who 
deserves to be 




HOUSES FORMERLY IN MILL GATE.* 
(From a drawing lent by Mr. W. Bradley). 



noticed for the 
novelty of his be- 
quests and the far- 
reaching nature 
of his acquisitive 
schemes. Robert 
Moscrofte, who 
resided in Apple- 
ton Gate, and 
followed the pro- 
fession of " chyr- 
urgion," not only 
left 20s. a year 
out of his lands 
to 20 poor house- 
holders of Newark, 



Blyth, and Southwell, but directed that every £10 yearly from the same source should be lent 
to some honest artificer on security for a year. Then follows a proposed system of accumulation 
and purchase which, if it had been carried out, and had not been debarred by statute, would 
have produced by this time an enormous estate. What the rents of the property were at the time of his 
death or what became of them afterwards we cannot definitely ascertain. The will is so interesting, 
not only on account of these bequests, but for the light it throws on the books and household goods 
of a surgeon of the 17th century, that we reproduce a summary of it : — 

Will of Robert Moscrojte, of Newarke-upon-Trent, chyrurgion.l 23 Jan., 1606. 
To be buried in Newark or Averham Church. Lands at Newark, and cottages in Lyncoln, now in tenure of Rd. Knight or 
his assigns, to my friends and feoffees, Mr. John Cooper, Mr. Clement Holder, and Mr. John Martiall, all now of South- 
well, Mr. Peter Kay and Mr. Bartholomew Martyn, of Newarke, mercer (to each of whom I give one of my books worth 
an angell, and their expenses), upon trusts. Every ;£io yearly arising from my lands to be let to some honest and true 
labouring artificer dwelling in Newarke, Southwell, or Blythe, upon security for the same for a yaar, and for 5s. for the 

II London, Printed by John Bell. M.D.C xxii. « Near the " Whue Horse " Inn. 

: Printed in "The Northern Genealogist," Oct. 1895, P- 246. A copy of the will appears in the Corporation Minute Book. 
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expenses of my feoffees. When the rents amount to ;£ioo in a year, such £ioo not to be let out, but to be invested in 
a piece of land to be annexed to my other lands, and then the rents to be let out again by amounts of ;£io each, until 
the money shall amount to another ^loo, and then to buy another piece of land, and so on perpetually for ever [" thus 
much for the true meaning of the letting and increasing of my lands and the rents thereof for ever."] To the Rt. Hon. 
WiUiam Lord Burleigh, my Uttle Communion booke in lattyn, and Capivaccius. a booke of fysicke in quarto ;^_and to the 
Rt. Hon. Elizth., his ladie, my new Communion booke in EngUshe in quarto, as a poore guifte from a thankfuU hearte. 
To the worshipful Mr. Gervase Lee, of Southwell, one or two of my physicke bookes, such as he shall take delight in. To 
three of my late sister Isabell Smyth's daurs. (as I take their namesi Francis, Marie, and Dorothie Smyth, /lo each. To 
Anne Banke, now my hostess, my gowne which I bought of Mr. Harteley, and my greatest chair. To Hellen Hickes my 
late housekeeper, my oldest thicke lyned cloke. To Samuell Rhodes sometime my servant, four volumes of Galen, in 
foUo. To the Rt. Worshipful Sir Wm. Sutton, of Averham, all my statute bookes at large, to rest in his house as in heir 
loome. 20S. a year out of my lands to 20 poor householders of Newarke, 20 of Blythe, and 20 of Southwell, in equal 
proportions. To Mr. George Fishburne my tenor booke of the service of the church of Southwell in foUo, and my psalme 
book of fower partes in quarto to his sonne that nowe is. To WiUiam Herringe, my Flores Doctorum. To Rd. Rhodes, 
. son of Samuel R., a Grammar, a Castalians Diologes, a Terrence, and a Virgill, eyther Englishe or lattyn. 

If it shall please God to call me to his mercy within my quarter, then my exors. to pay unto Mathew Blancke, 403., 
for the whole quarter for my table. Residue of goods to my said feoftees, exors. To Jane, wife of SamusU Rhodes, one 
of my two silver spoones, to be left to her son Rd. R. at her death. To my sister Jone or Juliana, wife of Edmunde Hsp- 
tonstaU, dwelling at Market Raison, £t, 6s. 8d. To the poor on the day of my burial, £-1, 63. 8i., and a, schoUer like break- 
fast to my neighbours and friends to the number of forty mease, in the house of Matthew Blan=ke, for which my exors. 
shall allow 8 groats a mease. Mr. Wm. Standley's children, iis. vid. each. Every child and servant in the house where 
I die, xiid. each. Each of my feoffees, one of my wrought night capps, viz., Mr. Cooper my best, Mr. Holden the next, 
Mr. Martiall the thirde, Mr. Kay the fowerth, and Mr. Marten the fifthe. To Goodwife Harrison, of Starthorpe, one of 
my little lancettes. To Samuell Rhodes my booke of receipts, written with my owne hands, my booke of Martyres, 
Gerards Herball, and Weeters Tables at large, all three in folio. To Elizth. Holmes, servant to Mr. Jeremie Gray, l^ 6s. 
8d. To the Rt. WorshipfuU my Ladie Sutton, a booke called the French Academie, in EngUshe. To Samusll Rodes, 
my little bay nagge, goeiuge in Averham Woodes, my skeleton with all my chyrurgicall instruments and medicine, the 
lesser of my boyUnge pannes made of potte mettle, with all my boxes and glasses fitte for his use ; also a Uttle booke 
called Polhdore Virgill, in octo. To Jane Rhodes his wife, two drinckinge vessels conteyninge ahouU five gallons a peace. 
To Anne ux. Matt. Blancke the other fower drinckinge vessells ; also my little still with the bottom of yt. ; also my hay 
which I have in one of my chambers at my house in Appletongate ; also my warminge pan, my bed with curtains and 
vallance, and the other of my two silver spoons which after her death shall go to Hugh Blancke, son of Matt. B. To 
EUenor ux. Thos. Hicke, 3 yards of lynnen cloath and 5s. To Elizth. Chawner, my hostess maide, two or three of my 
best bandes, and a paire or two of gloves. To Anne, late the servant of the Rt. WorshipfuU Sir Fran;is Leeke, whom 
I hyred to dwell with me for a yere, a quarter's wage, viz., xs. Witnesses, Geo. Fishburne, Samuell R.iodes, Mathew 
Blanke, Wm. Heringe. Proved at York fxxx., 734] 12 Oct., 1608, by the exors. except Cooper, for whom power is reserved. 

The leading men of the town at this eventful time may be ascertaiaed from a subsidy roll of 1624 
— the first year of the War with Spain. Here is a copy of the subsidy, taxed " before Francis 
Leeke, knight, Thos. Hobman, Alderman of the town and parish of Newark, and Edmund Methering- 
ham, gentleman, assigned in the said town with Theophilus Hindemarsh, gentleman, chief collector 
for the collection of the subsidy :" — 



Willm. Earl of Exeter 


in lands 


xxxli. 








s. 








U. 


Franc. Leeke. knight 




XX. 


Wm. Barker 


in 


lands 


,xx. 


Henry GiU 


in goods 


iii. 


Thomas Hobman, Alder- 




Anthony Hunton, doctor 






Matthew Cam 






iii. 


man of the Town 


of 


s. 


of medecine 


goods 


vi. 


Henry Clifton 






iu. 


Newark 




xl. 








U. 


Robert Glacen 






iii, 


The town of Newark 




xl. 


Samuel Hartop, gent. 






iii. 


John Standishe 






iii. 


Thomas Jenison 




vh. 

s. 


SamueU CaldeweU ,, 
John Brownley 






iii. 
iii. 


Gilbert .A.tkinson 
John Knight 






iii. 
iii. 


John Jenison 




xl. 


Ric. Birkett 






iii. 


Edw. Standishe 






ill. 


Robert Owtram 




XX. 


Christopher Haslam 






iii. 


Wm. Wheatcrofte 






iii. 


WiUm. Knight 




XX. 


Peter Smith 






iii. 


Ant. Hobman 






iii'. 


John Simpson 




XX. 


Ric. Dickins 






iii. 


Christopher WiUson 






iii. 


Robert Becke 




XX. 


Jn. Shawe 






iii. 


Tho.nas Standishe 






iii. 


Launcelot Tompson 




XX. 


Edmond ffulwood 






iii. 


George Lupton 






iii. 


WiUm. Shepman 




XX. 


Robt. Bavly 






iii. 


Sum total of tax 


£H 


8s. 


od. 


Edw. Deathe 




xl. 


Robert Butcher 




,. 


iii. 
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Other names included in a subsidy four years later were those of Maria Leeke, widow, in lands, iiii li. ; 
William Leeke, Esq., in lands, iiii li. ; Mordecai Hunton, gent, in lands, iii h. ; and the following :— 
Francis Poole, gent, Christina Hunton, Matthew Mercer, John Simpson, Robert Atkinson, Wilham Rid- 
yeard, Michael Clipsham, Wilham Knight, Eliz. Hindemarsh, Susanna Tongue, Robert Becke, Wm. 
Bothomley, Thos. Sumers, Wm. Birkett, Robert Martin, Thos. Laminge, Thos. Tresse, Paul Wilson, 
Wm. Tayler, jun., Henry Cray, John Richmond, Wm. Parker, and Wm. Barker. 

Of another Newark landowner, who had sold out before these subsidies were levied, there is a some- 
what sad and romantic story unfolded in the Records. The eminent family of Roos had long owned 
property in the borough, as well as at Laxton, Kneesal, and other villages. In 1612, Gilbert Roos, 
Fsquire, is entered amongst the owners of Laxton town. His father was Peter Roos, and his mother 
Liidget, the only heir of Robert Roos, of Ingmanthorp, and Peter's second wife. Thoroton says, " this 
woman after her husband's death married one Richard Clark, and, as the inhabitants say, by her own 
misfortunes and the wicked unthriftiness of her son, the said Gilbert Roos, the last Lord of Laxton of 
this noble race was reduced to so great poverty that she gleaned corn amongst other poor people in 
Laxton field. "§ According to the statement, however, of. Gilbert Roos himself, the property was dis- 
sipated not by his unthriftiness, but during his minority. He stated that his father died when he was 
14. The King granted his wardship to Edward Lord Bruce, who committed it to Richard Orrell, who 
assigned Roos's lands in Knesall, Sutton, Newarke, &c., to Wm. Bispham, of London, comfit-maker, 
" and marryed your orator, not then being fifteene yeares of age, to Elsabeth, one of the daughters of 
the said Richard Orrell." He then played havoc with his youthful son-in-law's lands. f — so at least we 
may assume from the young man's declaration which runs thus : — 

The said Richard Orrell, gent., married your orator being an infant not yet fifteene yeares of age to Elsabeth one of his daugh- 
ters by reason of which marriage your orator gave great trust and credit to the said Orrell and suffered him to undergoe 
the burthen and chardge which might any waye accrewe to your orator or his inheritance in respect whereof your orator 
beinge verye younge and by his smoothe and well filed perswasions facile and pliant to be wrought to anything that carried 
with yt a faire shewe of good did suffer the said Orrell to have a keye of all your orator's chestes wherein all your orator's 
charters and wrightinges which any way concerned any part of his inheritance were kept and to go out and in to the place 
where the same were at his pleasure not fearing or distrusting any hard measure or ill dealing at the hands of the said 
Orell nor ever doubting that such faire showes and protestations of care of maintaining and upholding could have ever 
tended to subverting your orator's estate. But the said Orrell by these and other sinister and undue means hath gotten 
into his own hands the most part of your orator's deeds, evidences and charters, and doth not only withhold them from 
your orator but hath agreed with one Robert Roos and otliers to pretend title to the same and confederating with them 
to commence suits against your orator while the evidences of those lands remain in the said Orrell's hands. 

Thoroton says : — " Gilbert Roos married . . the daughter of . . Orrell, afterwards wife of Sir 
Peter Killigrew, and by her had two daughters, one married to . . Thomas, of the County of Essex, 
who had part of North Leverton with her ; the other never married." 'Whether through the action of, 
or the legal disputes with, his father-in-law, there is no doubt most of the family property was dealt 
with at this time. 

We get a knowledge of one sale in the proceedings in Chancery which were instituted by Sir Francis 
Leeke against Thomas Disney. He stated in his plaint that Gilbert Roos, of Laxton, sold him in 1615 
a dwelling house in Newark, " in a streete there comonly called Apultongate, late in the tenure of 
Edw. Walker, of Newarke, yeoman, and 4 oxgangs of arable land and pasture in the fields and hbertyes 

§ Thoroton, p. 376. f B, & A., Jas. I., R 2-27. 
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of Newarke and Northgate, in tenure of Thomas Clarke, of Newark. Thomas Disney, of Newark, gent., 
whose dweUing house adjoineth unto Leek's said messuage, having a very small backyard adjoining the 
backyard of said messuage, has pulled up pales, stoopes, and rayles and all the ancient fence, and Uke- 
wise claymeth a passage forth of the said backyard into a place called the Beadhowse lane leading into 
the fields. "J The Corporation minute book also has " a note of the reckonings concerninge the 
houses bought by Mr. Alderman and assistants of Mr. Gilbert Roos." 

Bishop Corbet, afterwards Bishop of Norwich (b. 1582, d. 1635), visited the district about this time, 
and left a poetical account of his impressions and experiences in his " Iter Boreale," written apparently 
in imitation of Horace's " Journey to Brundusium." It relates the travels and adventures of four clerks 
of Oxford, two doctors and two who would become so. Here is part of his poem which refers to 
Newark : — 



And so the 'Doctor's friends be pleas' d to stay, 

The Puritans will let the Organs play. 

Would they pull down the gallery, builded new. 

With the Churchwardens' seat and Burleigh pew ? 

Newark for light, and Beauty, might compare 

With any Church, but what Cathedrals are : 

To this belongs a JVicar who succeeded 

The *Friend I mention'd, such a one there needed ; 



A man whose Life and Tongue is eloquent. 
Able to charm those mutinous Heads of Trent, 
And urge the Can(n)on home, when they conspire 
Against the Cross and Bells with sword and fire. 
There stood a. Castle, too, they show us here 
The place where the §King slept, the window where 
Who talked with such a Lord, how long he stayed, 
In his discourse, and all but what he sayed. 



King James passed away March 27th, 1625, and many Scotch Lords stayed at Newark on their 
way to his funeral. The Earls of Mar and Melrose, with Mr. Gilbert Primrose, son of the Clerk to the 
Council of Scotland, were here on April 30th, for, letters are extant written by them from Newark on 
that day. In all the company consisted of 48 riders, apparelled in mourning. They arrived in London 
at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, May 4th, and after dining in Holborn, the Earls were conveyed in mourning 
coaches to Whitehall to see the new Monarch. The funeral of King James took place on Saturday, 
May 7th. 



B. & A., Jas. I., 



L 3-65. 

t Edward Mason, 



* No doubt his Newark 
Vicar, 1617-1628. 



' Fnend," Simon Jacks, Vicar, 1612-17. 
§ James the First. 
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PART I. 



CHAPTER III. 

The Accession of Charles I. — Another New Charter — The Trent Bridge — The Beginning of the Strife- 
Town Clerk's Trial and Flight — Royal Visits — Gift by the Queen — Heavy Demands — Loans and 
Subsidies — The Vicar's Action — King Charles' Address to the Newarkers — Standard of War Raised — 
The Town Garrisoned — Success of the First Skirmish — Narrative of an Eye-witness — Col. Henderson 
in Command — The Queen Passes Through — Sir R. Byron Appointed Governor — The First Great 
Siege in 1644 — The Town Relieved by Prince Rupert — An Address to the King — Royalist Rejoicings. 




HARLES the First, whose name will be for all time indelibly associated with Newark 
through the loyal sacrifices which the brave town made in his defence, came to the 
Throne in March, 1625. The bailiff of the Manor of the Borough and soke of Newark 
at this time was Sir Vincent Skinner, f The Manor, though on lease, still belonged 
to the Crown, and the burgesses of 1625, like their predecessors, lost no opportunity 
of securing, at whatever cost, from their Royal Lord such grants and privilege? as 
would enhance the dignity and promote the welfare of the borough. On May 22nd, 1626, the Alderman 
and Assistants applied for a further charter, and Attorney General Heath, to whom the petition 
was referred, reported in its favour, stating that in his opinion every request save one might fairly be 
granted, t A Bill was accordingly prepared for the King's signature on Jime 26th, and by the new 
charter, dated July ist, a copious summary of which is given in the " Annals," the Alderman and As- 
sistants were declared a body Corporate by the name of the Mayor and Aldermen. Privileges already 
enjoyed were confirmed, and power given to appoint additional officers, including four Sergeants-at- 
mace to attend upon the Mayor, and to bear before him maces of gold and silver. The Mayor, Recorder, 
and four senior Aldermen were nominated Justices of the Peace ; and a Court of Record might be held 
every Thursday. Henry Gill was appointed first Mayor, and Thomas Buller Clerk of Record and Clerk 
of the Peace. In the minute book for July 12th, 1626, there is a note to the effect that the new Mayor 
and Aldermen took their oaths " according to their Charter of Incorporation, newly purchased," and 
were admitted to their several places, as did also the Tovra Clerk. Mr. Gill, who retired at Michaelmas, 



t State Papers Domestic Add., 1623-5, p. 276. 



I Ibid, 1625-6, p. 338. 
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when his successor was appointed, died a few years after his Mayoralty, for in the Corporation minutes, 
under date Dec. ist, 1631, is the following entry : " One challice with a cover, weighing eighteen ounces 
and a half, at vs. viiid. the ounce, was by Annie Gill, widow, late wife of Henry Gill, last Alderman that 
was Prime Magistrate, and first Mayor of the town, delivered to the church wardens os a legacy of the 
said Henry, augmented by the said Annie's free disposition, to remain in the church, or custodie of the 
church wardens, for a communion cup for ever. The whole price of the cup, vli. iiiis. xd." Mr. Buller 
was already Town Clerk, having been elected to that position in 1624. The entry is as follows :— 
" Ralphe Benet, gentleman. Town Clerk of Newark by a space of eight and twenty years or thereabouts, 
in regard of his age and employment in the country, cannot attend the town's service as well as he 
ought and would do, and doth therefore at this time request Mr. Alderman and the Company to elect 
some other efficient man for that service in the stead ; and thereupon Mr. Henry Gill, the Alderman, 
and the more part of the assistants, did make choice of Mr. Thomas Buller to be Town Clerk." 

Another matter of interest to the townspeople at this moment was the state of the bridge over 
the Trent, to the efficient maintenance of which so much of the lucrative traffic through the town was 
due. The following depositions were taken at Newark in 1627 : — 

Jervas Wilde, of Netelworth, Esq., " knoweth the bridge standinge over the river of Trent, at the west side of ye said towne, 
neere adjoining to his Majesty's Castle there." He " remembereth it was in decay many yeares ago, hee being then 
verderer of the forest of Sherwood." He helped to dehver 140 timber trees for the repair of the Sessions House and the 
Trent and Markhall bridges. He saith the passage over the said bridge is a poast way from London into Scotland, and 
for all other passengers from ye South to ye North. And if the said bridge should fall down, it being now very much 
in decay, it would drive all those passengers divers miles out of ye said way unto a ferrie boat much to the hindrance 
of his Majesty's subjects, there being no other bridge over the Trent within a dozen miles. 

John Owsle, of Elston, carpenter, was a workman under his father at the repaire of the bridge in 1 597, and at ye finishing of 
the bridge the year of our Lord was engraven upon a poast of the said bridge. It was repaired at the cost of Queeue 
Eliz. of most blessed memory. , Mr. Christopher Jenison and Mr. Anthony Haslam were appointed overseers of ye said 
worke. He saith yt to make ye said bridge substantiall and stronge it will be requisite that fowrescoare Tunns of Timber 
bee allowed for ye buildinge and repaireinge of ye same and yt it will be necessary allso yt threescoare pounds of money 
bee expended upon ye perfectinge of the same. 

Richard Johnson, of Balderton, knew the said bridge in decay 28 or 29 years ago, for hee wrought ye same, beeinge appren- 
tice to Wm. North, a carpenter. ' The King is accounted to bee owner of ye Castele and Manor of Newarke, and the 
Kinge's Majestie or his Tenants paie ye towles of Newarke, and ye said bridge is in greate decay and in danger to fall 
into ye said river of Trent if it be not presently repaired. 80 tons of timber will bee littell enough for ye reyaire of ye 
said bridge, and £60 of monie will be necessary.]! 

The work of repair was put in hand, and the bridge made safe again. In a certificate of the Justices 
in AprU, 1633, reference is made to what has been done at " the great bridge over the Trent at Newark." 
It was not finally completed, but the Justices say " there is a good ford near it, which has been passable 
the greater part of the winter for horses and coaches. "f 

The reign, which thus opened somewhat auspiciously for Newark under its new Charter, was 
by no means promising in its national aspects. Instead of inaugurating, as was hoped, a period of 
" unity within and success without," it brought with it useless war and unremunerative expenditure. 
In four years of conflict with Catholic powers nothing was achieved abroad, while at home the quarrel 
between Crown and Parliament broke out more fiercely than ever.* To raise money Charles was 

II Special Commissions, Exchequer, 3 Chas. I., No. 5570. t State Papers, 1633-4, p'. 19. 

* England under the Stuarts, by G. M. Trevelyan, 132. 
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driven by the refusal of a Free Gift to resort to a Forced Loan, a proceeding which brought violence 
and misery into the homes of many of his subjects. In Newark the appeal seems to have met with 
a good response. The Commissioners, writing on June 7th, 1627, to the Council, say they were able tO' 
send up in April by Mr. WUliam Sturtevant all money lent to the King. " No person fit to lend refu3ed."§ 
The Mayor also wrote that the loan mone}'^ was wholly paid into the Exchequer, and that no subsidy 
man refused to lend. In other localities considerable resistance was encountered, and many who paid 
did bO with " wnith in th^-ir hearts." The feeling of the nation found expression m the Petition of • 
Right, and in March, 1629, the Commons passed the three famous resolutions declaring anyone an 
enemy to the Kingdom and the commonwealth who should seek to extend Popery or Arminianism, 
who sho!;ld counsel the levying of subsidies which had not been granted by Parliament, or who should 
voluntarily pay such subsidies of tonnage and poundage. 

It was while the fierce dispute was raging which ended in the great Civil War — " a war carried on 
at first by means of Parliamentary forms, and at last by physical force" — that the Town Clerk of Newark 
was prosecuted for using seditious language. Writing to Secretary Dorset, July 27th, 1630, Lord Keeper 
Coventry enclosed a letter from the Justices of Assize for the county, in which the Justices (Sir 
Richard Hutton and Sir George Croke) report that " when at Nottingham, one Thomas BuUer was charged 
to have said at Newark after Christmas last that my Lord of Holland had got a great office, and he 
prayed God he had not sold his conscience to get that office ; that the King himself was no Divine, and 
that aU or most of His Majesty's council were Armenians or Papists. This is supposed to have been 
spoken to one James Levett. After hearing the matter privately, the writers committed both Levett (who 
had omitted to inform the Mayor of the words spoken) and Buller to prison. The former was after- 
wards discharged on his bond to appear, and Buller ordered to give sureties for good behaviour and 
attend at the next Assizes."* What happened at these Assizes does not appear, but Mr. Buller 
eventually found his position sufficiently serious to cause him to seek safety in flight, as the following 
translations of entries on the Corporation minutes show : — 

Newark. — The Court of the lord the King held there on the thirteenth day of March, in the ninth year of the Reign of our 
lord Charles, by the grace of God King of England, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, before Peter Smith, mayor, 
Thomas Jenison, John Standisshe, Christopher Wilson, Aldermen, according to the liberties, privileges, and franchises 
given and granted to the said mayor and aldermen by virtue of the letters patent of the said lord the King, &c., bearing 
date at Westminster the first day of July, in the second year of the reign of the lord the King who now is. 

To this Court Thomas Buller, clerk and prothonotary of this Court of record, having been solemnly required to exercise 
and execute those things which pertain to the office of clerk and prothonotary of this court, did not come, therefore, for 
this his negUgence and contumacy he is wholly removed by the deliberation and sentence of this court from his aforesaid 
office and from the further exercise and execution thereof. 

Newark.— At the general session of the peace and gaol dehvery of the lord the King, of the aforesaid town, held in the Guild 
hall of the aforesaid town, on Tuesday, namely, the twenty-seventh day of March, in the year of the reign of our lord 
Charles, by the grace of God King of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, before Peter Smith, 
mayor, John Wood, recorder, and others appointed as Justices and conservators of the peace of the said lord the King 
of the aforesaid town, and also for hearing and terminating divers felonies, transgressions, and other malefactions per- 
petrated within the said town, Thomas Buller, clerk of the peace within the said town, appointed by a charter of the lord 
the present King, having been solemnly required to exercise and execute those things which pertain to the of&ce of the 
clerk of the peace of the said town, did not come. Wherefore he, for his negligence and contumacy in this matter, by the 
deliberation and judgment of this court, is wholly removed from his said office and from the further exercise and execu- 
tion thereof. 

§ Stale Papers, 1627-8, p. 362. » Ibid, 1629-31, p. 312. 
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The Lord the King sent to the mayor and aldermen of the town of Newark-upon-Trent, in the County of Nottingham, his 
closed letter in these words :— Charles, by the grace of God King of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, defender of 
the faith, &c., to the mayor and aldermen of the town of Newark-upon-Trent, in the county of Nottingham, greeting. 
Because we have learned from testimony worthy of credit that Thomas BuUer, common clerk, Prothonotary, and Clerk 
of the Peace of the said town.'^on account of divers offences committed by him, took flight, and that you have removed 
the said Thomas from his aforesaid offices. Behold we command you to have another common clerk, prothonotary, and 
clerk of the peace elected for the said town, which do immediately, as is customary, that thenceforth he may do and keep 
those things which pertain to the office of common clerk and prothonotary and clerk of the peace to be exercised in the 
said town. And cause such a one to be elected as shall best endeavour to discharge those duties. Witness I myself at 
Westminster, the 25th day of April, in the tenth year of our reign. Barker. 

By the Lord Privy Seal of England. 

Mr. Buller having thus been dismissed, the appointment of his successor followed :— 



1634. 

Mr. John Martin, After the receipt 
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general consent and assent of ths 
mayor and aldermen nominate and 
elect John Martyn as common clerk, 
COPY OF APPOINTMENT OF HIS SUCCESSOR. prothonotary, and clerk of the peace 

within the said town, in place of the 
said Thomas Buller, to do and exercise those things which pertain to those offices during the good pleasure of the said Mayor 
and Aldermen, Which John Martyn then and there took an oath that he would do and maintain those things which pertain 
to the offices of the common clerk, prothonotary, and clerk of the peace to be exercised in the said town, according to the 
urgent demands of the said letter. 

The King and Queen paid their first visit to the town in the summer of this year, on their return 
from Scotland ; and the new Town Clerk took a prominent part in their welcome. In the Church- 
wardens' accounts for 1634 is the entry, " Paied to the Ringers when the King was here, xvis. vid."J 
Their Majesties arrived at Nottingham on 4th August, and stayed there five nights, being entertained 
at Thurland Hall. In the Landsdowne M.SS. is preserved an account of a journey which someone or 
other, whose identity is not clear, made through Newark in the same year, in which the writer 
alludes to the Royal visit. He says : — " At Newark we found a jovial host, as merry as 
twenty good fellows (his name agreeing with his mirth was Twentyman). He was a proper 
fellow, like a beef-eating guard boy of very good intelligence. We entered a fair church, which is richly 
adorned. A stately castle is situate close upon that famous swift gliding river, the Trent, wherein his 
majesty and his royal consort had lately lodged. Her majesty left a token of grace to that place — a 

+ Vide Vol. I., p. 326. 
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river bar^e. Near the castle there is a fayre building called St. Leonard's, sometime an ancient hospital, 
which was, and is, set close on the bank of that sweet river. The next morning we mounted for Don- 
caster, and marched over a fair long wooden bridge, under which the Trent runs, lately finished for his 
majesty to pass over." His Majesty was in Newark again, as the churchwardens' accounts show, 3rd 
August, 1636, and again in 1638, 1639, and 1640 ; in fact, he may almost be described as an annual 
visitor. 

There is no mention of these Royal visits in the Corporation Records, but there are several 
items of interest. Under date May 19th, 1640, there is this entry of plate bought by the town of Richard 
Clay :- 

One scrouled salt, weight 24 ozs. -J and ^, (S) 5s. 6d. per oz 6 15 2 

Three trencher salts, weight 7 ozs. | @ 5s. per oz., and 2S. 6d. per peece for ye fashion 2 5 o 

For ingraveing 6 arms at 1 2d. a piece o ^ o 

Summa £962 

Received in part hereof in old plate, being coarse silver, being 2 saltes, weight 22 ozs., less IS., at 4S.8d. per oz. .. 518 

Received of Mr. Martin in full of this bill, in money, ye .summe of 4 4 6 

By me, Richard Clay. 

Under date ist July, 1640, there is a further memorandum of the exchange with Mr. Clay of an 
old salt cover, value £1 4s. 6d., for two trencher salts with arms engraved for £1 los. 3d., the balance 
of 5s. 9d. being paid him in cash. 

There is in 1641 a very elaborate survey of the enclosures, meadows, and lands of the farm at 
Everton, in the county of Nottingham, being parcel of the possessions belonging to the town, taken by 
Mr. Parker, clerk. In May, 1642, there is a memorandum that Mr. Thomas Jenison, late alderman 
and draper of Newark, gave one great fiat can for the use of the Corporation, of the value of ten pounds 
and tenpence, as by the goldsmith's note here subscribed may appear : — 

June 27th, 1641. Sold a flat can, weight 36J ozs., (??, 5s. 6d. per oz 919 4 

For engraving the armes and words O I 6 

Total ^10 o 10 

By me Charles Doe. 

1643. At a meeting in the church, i6th August, Mr. John Shore was duly nominated and elected school 
master of the Free Grammar School, in the room of Mr. Richard Halowell, deceased. 

A further Royal visit took place in 1641, for in the M.SS. of Earl Cowper there is a letter from Ed. 
Reed to Sir John Coke, dated Oct. 3rd, which says, " My lady of Exeter hath provision sent down to 
entertain the King at Newark upon Thursday next, which is the newest I know of." 

These visits, however pleasing as episodes in the life of the loyal people, involved considerable 
expenditure. The Corporation minute book shows that on the 5th August, 1641, the House of Com- 
mons having received complaints of the great charge on sheriffs of counties by reason of presents and 
entertainments made to or for the Judges and fees paid to their servants at Assizes, as also of the great 
sums of money that the^counties, cities. Corporations, and Boroughs through which the King passed 
weie forced to pay unto his Majesty's officers as pretended fees and duties, " whereas no such are due 
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by the laws of this kingdom," declared that hereafter no such presents, entertainments, fees, or gifts 
should be demanded, given, or paid, nor should the Sheriff give any entertainment nor keep any house 
for the gentry of the county. 

In addition to the charges to which they had been subjected in connection with Royal visits, the 
town was assessed for ship money in 1636 at £120, and with all their energy the authorities were only 
able to raise £50. The undersheriff, in a letter dated Sept. 6th, 1637, states that the Mayor had alleged 
the disability of the town to contribute more than that sum. An idea of the condition of the people 
at this critical time, and the way in which the levies and the national disputes were checking commerce 
and industry, may be seen from the Under Sheriff's letter, in which he says, " There is indeed no trade 
in the country except in some market towns ; the country people mostly live by husbandry and hard 
labour."§ The Earl of Berkshire was at this time tenant of the castle and mills of Newark, with the 



tithes of com and hay, and an 
assessment was levied upon 
him for ship money, which he 
promised to pay when in 
London. On Sept. i8th, 1637, 
the Council wrote to the Mayor 
reminding him that Newark 
was stUl £70 behind, and re- 
quiring him to pay it in by 
Michaelmas next, " as you will 
answer your failing herein 
before this Board." His Wor- 
ship (Launcelot Thompson) 
was fortunately able to meet 
the demands, for he wrote to 
the Sheriff on March 24th, 
1637-8, " I have sent you by 
my son £66 13s. 4d., and for 
the other £13 6s. 8d. (viz., the 
Earl of Exeter £3 6s. 8d., the 




CHARLES I. 

(From the mezzotint of J. Smith, after 
Van Dyck). 



Earl of Berks £6 13s. 4d., 
Squire Leek £3 6s. 8d.) I have 
demanded it in the absence of 
these Lords, and they say that 
these Lords will pay it in 
London, as they did all the 
rest. Mr. Leek is not guilty of 
much money, neither hath he 
anything to distrain. You 
must return him as other 
sheriffs did before, and they 
will make him pay."* The 
difficulties which were ex- 
perienced in finding the sum 
required of Newark caused 
the authorities to reduce the 
amount, an order being sent to 
the Sheriff from the Star 
Chamber in May, 1639, in 
response to a petition from the 



poor inhabitants, directing him to ease Newark, and to levy more on the body of the county. The 
petition set out " the smallness of trade, the poorness of the people, and the absence of gentlemen 
and able men who dwelt there and contributed the former taxes, but are now removed."^ 

Two subsidy rolls, giving the principal contributors, are entered on the minutes in 1641, but the 
following copy from the Lay Subsidy Rolls in the Record Office gives a fuller list of names, and shows 
who the leading inhabitants were at this stirring period :— 



Newark, 16 Chas. I. 
The Towne of Newarke, xvis. 
Thomas Atkinson, Maior, viiis. 
John Standish, 5s. 4d. 
Xofer Wilson, 8s. 
E. Standish, 8s. 



Ant. Hobman, 5s. 4d. 
Math. Mercer, 6s. 
Launcelot Thompson, 5s. 4d. 
T. Tresse, 5s. 4d. 
J. Johnson 8s. 
T. Hanck, 4s. 



Hercules Clay, 5s. ^d. 
W. Richards, 5s. 4d. 
T. Smith, 5s. 4d. 
W. Knight, 2S. 8d. 
W. Jenison, 2S. 8d. 
W. Baker, 5s. 4d. 



S State Papers, 1637, P- 4^3- 



Ibid, p. 327- 



t Ibid, 1638-g, p. 134. 
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Jeffrey Hebden, 53. 4d. 

Wm. Martin 5s. 4d. 

R. Wilson 5s. 4d. 

W. Watson, 5s. 4d. 

J. Sturtevant, 5s. 4d. 

H. Cam, 5s. 4d. 

H. Gray, 2s. 8d. 

J. Harris, 4s. 

W. Idle. 4S. 

Anne Middlebrook, widow, 2S. 

Isabell Stanley, widow, 2S. 

Robt. Daintish, 2s. 8d. 

Eliz. Twentiman, widow, 5s. 4d. 

W. Ellis, IS. 

G. Small, 4s. 

Martin Steade, is. 

Isabell Herring, wid., is. 

Jas. Pearson, is. 

R. Beck, 2S. 8d. 

R. Genison, 2s. 8d. 

Margrett Rogers, wid., 2S. 8d. 

Edw. Newton, 4s. 

Kenelme Browning, is. 

W. Shipman, 3s. 4d. 

R. Mason, 2s. 8d. 

Godfrey Inkersall, is. 

Xofer Haslam, 2s. 8d. 

Edmund Andrewes, 2s. 8d. 

George Wells, 4s. 

Wm. Hatton, doctor of physic, viiis. 

J. Rudingborowe, 3s. 4d. 

Abigail Naylor, widow, is. 

Willm. Hobman, 2s. 8d. 

J. Wilson, IS. 

W. Bond, IS. 

Ant. Mosse, is. 

Mr. T. Shipman, 12s. 

Mr. Ric. Marshall, 12s. 

Valentine Whitworthe, is. 

Original . . abitas, 2s. 8d. 

Dorothy Harwood, widow, is. 

T. Lambe, is. 

Wm. Awdley, doctor of phisick, 6s. 

Edw. Voxall, IS. 

G. Reade, 4s. 

Mary Barker, widow, 23. 8d. 

W. Woodward, is. 

Mr. Richard Mason, is. 

Wm. Barrett, 5s. 4d. 

Widowe Beck, 2s. 8d. 

R. Thomas, is. 

J. Toler, IE. 

Barbara Hobman, widow, 2S. 8d. 

Thomas Hobman, 3s. 4d. 

Gervas Holies, Esq., los. 

Mrs. Katherine Greaves, widow, 4s. 

Rxhard Herring, 4s. 

Wm. Pocklington, 2S. 

Ric. Dickins, 2S. 8d. 

T. Waite, 2S. 

R. Owtram, 3s. 4d. 

J. Hoise, IS. 

W. Reason, 3s. 4d. 



G. Wood, 2s. 8d. 

R. Buckley, 4s. 

H. Trampton, 2S. 8d. 

W. Harvy, 2s. 8d. 

G. Worsdale, is. 

Mr. J. Simpson, 5s. 4d. 

Ric. Wild, IS. 

Roger Sampson, is. 

John Hutchinson, is. 

Jane Glason, wid., is. 

J. Brownley, is. 

J. Cheetham, 2S. 8d. 

Tho. Sherwin Milner, x,=. 

Wm. Wilde, is. 

T. Somers, 2S. 8d. 

J. Gascoigne, is. 

R. Moseley, gent., 2S. 8d. 

H. Gill, 2S. 8d. 

John Moseley, Doctor of Divinity, 2S. 8d. 

Mathew Jenison, 2S. 8d. 

Mr. John Johnson, 6s. 8d. 

Richard Herring, 20s. 

Mary Barker, wid., 3s. 

Jeffrey Hebden, 3s. 

T. Laming, 3s. 

Elizabeth, Countess Dowager of Exeter 

xxs. 
Mr. Thomas Standish, 4s. 
T. Heardson, is. 

J. Millington, Esq., los. 

J. Moseley, 2s. 8d. 

J. ffoster, IS. 

Ric. Marshall, is. 

Theophilus Hindmarsh, : s. 

Wm. Herring, is. 

Mr. Ric. Coppindale, 2S. 8a. 

J. Marshall, is. 

R. Herring, senior, is. 

Ric. Vawzer, is. 

Ric. Parre, is. 

Francis Snawsell, gen., ids. 

T. Roughton, 4s. 

Timothy Barlowe, is. 

Franc. Wilson, is. 

Mr. John Conde, 5s. 4d. 

Roger Morton, 2S. 

Mrs. Jenison, senior, widowe, 2s. 8d. 

Robert Herring, jun., is. 

Seymour Daniell, Esq., 8s. 

Mr. Palmer, 12s. 

Samuell Ellis, is. 

Eliz. Jenison, jun., widow, 2S. 8d. 

Wm., Langwith, 2S. 8d. 

T. Goodson, is. 

W. Knight, jun., 2S. 8d. 

Marke Moore, 3s. 4d. 

W. Knight, smith, is. 

Phillip Alsebrooke, is. 

Hamond Thomas, is. 

Geo. Brownell, is. 

Mr. Alford Wightman, is. 

W. Pickard, 23. 8d. 

W. DaUiwater, 2s. 8d. 



Ric. Wharton, 2S. 8d. 

Ric. Clarke, 2s. 8d. 

John Lilttledike, senior, is. 

Mr. John Bennit, is. 

T. Burnett, 3s. 

Mr. Edward Osberry, 8s. 

Mrs. Hardy, widowe, 3s. 

W. Armstrong, 5s.. 

R. Tompson, 2s. 8d. 

J. Baldock, is. 

T. Mathewse, 23. 8d. 

W. Richards, jun., is. 4d. 

Edward Armestrong, is. 

Mr. Joshua Crosse, 4s. 

T. Cooke, IS. 

Mr. R. Martin, 43. 

Mrs Jane Leeke, widowe, 3s. 4d. 

Wm. West, IS. 

ffrancis leeke, is. 

ffrancis ffitzwillm, gent., 2s. 8d. 

W. Parker, 43. 

Anne Disney, widowe, 4s. 

Nicholas Dore, is. 

J. Tompson, 13. 

Nicholas Ridley, is. 

Ric. Greaves, is. 

Edw. Davenport, 2S. 8d. 

Ric. Winne, 2s. 

J. Rowse, 23. 

T. Haslam, 2s. 

Dyana Gymney, widow, 2s. 8d. 

Michaell Hering, is. 

Wm. Leeke, Esq., 20s. 

Francis Lord Daincourt, 20s. 

Gervais Marshall Clark, 2s. 8d. 

Ric. Strey, 4s. 

R. Shawe, 2S. 8d. 

Giles Bradley, 2s. 8d. 

R. Fleare, is. 

J. Saxton, IS. 

Francis Browne, 4s. 

Nicholas Pardy, 2S. 8d. 

Richard Butteridge, 3s. 4d. 

J. Martin, 53. 8d. 

T. Dixon, IS. 

Isabell Martin, widowe, 2s. 8d. 

Wm. Gardiner, is. 

R. Taylor, 2s. 8d. 

R. Towle, 23. 

Wm. Smith, is. 

J. Motteram, 23. 8d. 

Peter Horner, is. 

Gervas Smith, is. 

T. Barlowe, is, 

T. Birch, 2s. 8d. 

Nich. Trolope, 4s. 

T. Wogden, is. 

Edw. Willson, 2s. 

Isaac Mason, is. 

Roger Whitton, 23. 8d. 

Ric. Redmaine, 2S. 

R. Glason, 23. 8d. 

Mr. Peregrine Small, 2S. 8d. 



Whatever the Newark people suffered in their efforts to meet the heavy taxation imposed, it is a 
conspicuous and certain fact that it did not in any way interfere with or abate that ingrained spirit of 
loval devotion to the throne which had always been one of their prominent characteristics. The Vicar 
of Newark, Dr. John Moseley, made an effort during a fortnight's tour in Scotland to further the King's 
interest and influence there, not, however, without an eye to the main chance, for on June loth, 1639, 
he asked as a return for his services for some preferment " out of the good things in his Majesty's gift." 
The Earl of Lindsay, writing to Sir John Coke, May 15th, 1639, says : " There came yesterday one Dr. 
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Moseey vicar of Newark, who hath been into Scotland out of his own charity, as he calleth it, to re- 
concile divers, and hath brought many letters from the Covenanters to divers Lords in England. I 
conceive hun to be a Non-conformist. I have sent them all his papers sealed up."t Under date May 
20th, mention is made of the examination by Lord Barkshire, Mr. Treasurer, and myself (Sir John Coke). 

My Lord Newarks 
SPEECH 

To the Trained-bands of; 

S^Qntingham-lhire at ^eypar^ 

1 3. July 1642. 

Concerning His MaiestiesJ 

Commiffion of Array. 




ar 



LONDON, 




^i% Printed bv Edward Griff ft. 1642. 

re " Dr. Moseley's statement and discourse in Scotland with the Earls of Argylle, Leslie, and other 
Covenanters." 

When the stem arbitrament of war became inevitable, and King Charles came to Newark to address 
the knights, gentlemen, and freeholders (a.d. 1642), he was able to say, " I go to other places to con- 

t Historical M.SS. Commission, M.SS. of Earl Cowper, p. 41. 
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firm and undeceive my subjects, but am come hither only to thank and encourage you."* This was in 
July, and the churchwardens' accounts show that xis. was paid on July 12th to the ringers, " at His 
Majesty's going to Lincoln." On the following day Lord Newark addressed the trained bands of Not- 
tinghamshire at Newark, " concerning his Maiestie's Commission of Array,"t and the speech, which 
begins, " Gentlemen, and my good countreymen all," sets forth the reasons why they have been called 
together, as " the defence of his Majesty's most sacred person, of your liberties, laws, religion, and the 
just priviledges of both Houses of Parliament." His Lordship expresses a hope that this is the farthest 
journey they shall take, which he is sure his Majesty heartily desires ; " but if there be urgent and 
necessarily occasions that you must goe further, I will accompany you, and not any shall be exposed 
to that hazzard I will not be myselfe ; your troubles shall be mine, your danger mine, all fortunes I 
will participate with you, and my care of everyone of you shall be equall to that I shal have of myself. 
I should have been glad to have found anywhere such zeale and readinesse to serve the King, but rejoice 



much more to find them here, 
amongst you, my countreymen, 
in this place, the place of my 
birth and my affections." His 
Lordship adds that he has already 
acquainted the King with their 
forwardness to serve him, and 
told him that in their dutiful 
affections to him they would not 
be second to any of his subjects. 

Having cast in its lot freely 
and unreservedly with the Royalist 
party, Newark, shortly after the 
King had raised his standard of 
war at Nottingham, placed itself 
in a position of defence. Soldiers 
were brought in during the autumn 
of 1642, under Governor Hender- 
son,§ earthworks raised, and arms 



and ammunition collected. What 
a scene of military activity the 
town must have presented, and 
with what interest would all these 
warlike preparations be viewed ! 
Mrs. Hutchinson says : — " As soon 
as these strange soldiers (under 
Henderson) were come into 
Newark, they presently began to 
block up and fortify that town, 
as on the other side they at 
Nottingham began works about 
that town." This appears to 
have been about Christmastime. 
From a manuscript account of the 
local events of the period, quoted 
by Mr. Dickinson, it would appear 
that the rebels had proposed to 
make Newark their principal 
station in this part of the world, 
but the Marquis of Newcastlet, who received news of their design, sent a stout garrison into the town 
in the winter of 1642, and it was put into a state of something like readiness for either defence or 
defiance. In the well-known life of the Marquis, written by his wife, she says : " During the time that 




MARQUIS OF NEWCASTLE. 

(From Clarendon's " History of the 

Rebellion.") 



* A pamphlet was issued, entitled, " His Majesty's two speeches : one to the knights, gentlemen, and freeholders of the county 

of Nottingham, at Newark ; the other to the knights, gentlemen, and freeholders of the county of Lincoln, at Lincoln. 

London : Printed by Robert Barker, printer to the King's most excellent Majesty, and by the assignees of John Bull, 

MDCXLII." The Newark speech is given in the " Annals of Newark." 
J Henry Pierrepont (1606 — 1680), eldest son of Robert Pierrepont, first Earl of Kingston, bore the courtesy title of Viscount 

Newark. In 1642, the King appointed him Lord Lieutenant of Notts., and he took an active part in raising forces for the Royal 

army. In 1645, he became first Marquis of Dorchester. Died 8th Deer., 1680, and was buried at Holme Pierrepon*!. — 

Vide " Dictionary of National Biography." 
I Major-General Sir J. Henderson, Governor of Newark, was also afterwards agent in Denmark, Germany, etc. His wife, Clara 

Magdalena, was in the suite of Queen Henrietta Maria. — State Papers, ch. II., xxxix., 98. 
t William Cavendish, Marquis and afterwards Duke of Newcastle, was the son of Sir Charles Cavendish, younger brother of the 

first Earl of Devonshire. Born 1 592 ; died 1 676. An enthusiastic RoyaUst and General of His Majesty's armv in the North. 

After the battle of Marston Moor, he retired to the Continent till the Restoration. 
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his army remained at Pomfret, my Lord settled a garrison at Newark, a very considerable pass, which 
kept the greatest part of Nottinghamshire and part of Lincolnshire in obedience ; and after that he 
returned, in the beginning of January, 1643, back to York, with an intention to supply himself with 
some ammunition." 

The first brush with the enemy at Newark was the defeat, in February, 1643, of a force which had 
been sent to try and capture the town. Interesting particulars of this are given in the M.SS. of Mr. 
Twentyman. Two troops of horse first appeared from Lincoln, and faced the town upon Beacon Hill. 
They were under the command " of those who were for the ParHament," and " it was reported in the 
town that they came to plunder." Mr. Twentyman writes : " One of my uncles having been ensign 
to Captain Rossell, and an old drum being in the house, but the head broken, my grandmother charged 
my uncle, Edward Twentyman, upon her blessing, to take it out, and commanded Edward Forster, 
her grandchild, to beat an alarm, and see who would stand for King Charles and their own defence. 
They came together unanimously with forks and spits and what weapons they had. Very few guns 
were amongst them, but they resolved to defend themselves as well as they could," where- 
upon " the troopers withdrew, and made no attempt upon the place. The Duke of Newcastle sent them 
some troops of horse, and the town bands were called in, and made a garrison of part of it, taking in 
only round the town, and leaving out Mill Gate and North Gate, with the Earl of Exeter's house." 
Writing of the fortifications, he says, " most pitiful works they were, very low and thin, and with a dry 
ditch which most men might easily leap on the east and south. Sir John Henderson, a Scotchman, who 
had been abroad in foreign service, was governor of the town, and the Parhament forces came against 
it under the command of General Ballard, who had also served in foreign wars. The narrative thus con- 
tinues : — " The Parliament forces came to the Spittal, or towards it, which occasioned both it and North 
Gate to be set on fire.|| Then they made some attempt to enter at Balderton Gate, but were beaten off, 
and the townsmen won two or three little pieces, which greatly encouraged them. They attacked 
other parts of the town, but not in divers places at once, and they within had so few guns that they 
were forced who had them to run with them to the place assaulted, as Col. Henderson ordered and directed, 
who rode a white horse and encouraged the soldiers. He kept in continual motion on his horse, that the 
enemy might not take mark at him." After a while, " the Parliament forces drew off and went away, 
and they imputed the not winning the town at that time to the treachery of General Ballard. After this, 
they (the garrison) started to make new works, very high and strong, and set up a great sconce in my 
dovecote close, called the King's Sconce. At this time they also secured the street called Mill Gate." 
What a vivid picture it is that this local writer gives us ! There were the few regular troops, the town 
bands, the townspeople themselves armed with any weapons they could lay their hands on, and over aU 
the sturdy old Scotch warrior, rushing hither and thither on a white horse, meeting at every turn the 
onward rush of the enemy, with his promiscuous forces, and eventually driving them off. 

Mrs. Hutchinson, in her " Memoirs," attributes the defeat of the Parliamentarians to the conduct 
of Ballard. She speaks of Sir John Henderson as one who " if he were not himself a Papist, had many 
Irish Papists in his troops ;" and says it was agreed the attack upon Newark should take place at 
Candlemas (1643), the Nottingham gentlemen thinking " it would be easier to prevent Newark from 

II Dugdale, in his Diary (date of entry, 1648), says : — " The waynscote of Burghley House by Stamford was taken away by the 
Countesse of Exeter now Uving, and carryed to her house called the Hospitall, neare Newarke, where it was burnt with the 
house, in 1643." 
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being a fortified garrison than to take it when it was so." What she terms " all the disaffected gentry 
of both those counties (Lincoln and Derby) were at that time gone into Newark, and one Ballard, a 
gentleman who, decayed in his family, and owing his education to many of them, had been bred up in 
the wars abroad, was commander in chief for the Parliament in Lincolnshire." Mrs. Hutchinson says 
they determined to engage him in the design against Newark, and when he could not divert them, 
he resolved to cast them away rather than ruin his old benefactors. Accordingly, when the Newark 
horse came out on Beacon HUl, he would not allow a superior force of the Lincoln troops to fall upon 
them ; and when Capt. King had taken a street, and the Newark gentlemen almost resolved to yield, 
and some of them began to fly, Ballard would not suffer the horse to pursue them. On the contrary, 
he ordered Capt. King to retreat ; and the next day the Nottingham forces returned with great dis- 
satisfaction. 

From the publications, small quarto pamphlets, which served as newspapers or war chronicles of 
the period, as well as the more reliable entries in the Calendars of State Papers, and such memoirs as 
those of Mrs. Hutchinson, continuous accounts of the progress of the war, so far as Newark was concerned, 
may be gleaned. The desire for news was spreading as the excitement deepened, and led to more nu- 
merous and more frequent issues of news letters and news pamphlets. In November, 1641, the first 
report of the proceedings in Parliament in the form of a newspaper was issued, and during the Civil 
War each party had its recognised organs. The King's paper was the Mercurius Aulicus, which began 
to be printed weekly at Oxford in 1643. Prior to this was the Weekly Intelligencer on the side of the 
Parliament, from which we read that " in Nottinghamshire the Cavalliers doe make a party, having 
possessed themselves of Newark-upon-Trent, and put 400 men into the Castle, and command the pas- 
sage there over that river. Col. Henderson commands in chief, the Lo. Chaworth, Sir Jo. Digby, and 
divers Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire Malignants do flock thither to their assistance. The Town 
of Nottingham fortifies to oppose the Cavalliers. Mr. Hutchinson, a Gentleman of integrity and honesty, 
offers great aid to Nottingham. The Cavalliers of Newark make incursions into Lincolnshire, and fetch 
men out of their beds, but the E. of Lincolne, Sir Edw. Ascough, and Mr. Grantham are there, with 
1500 men, to defend that county."J Here is an exploit of the garrison of Newark, mentioned in the 
" Life of the Duke of Newcastle" (App. 344) : — " About the 27th day of November, the Governor 
of Newark, having intelligence from Belvoir that the committee of Leicester was at Alelton raising 
money, with a guard of two or three troops of horse and some dragoons, he drew forth about four troops 
of horse, and marched away all night, and coming to Melton about break of day, they presently fell into 
the town, and without the loss of one man they took the committee, three troops of horse, two troops 
of dragoons, and one company of foot, which are now prisoners at Belvoir Castle." 

A publication which gave more fully, week by week, the version from the Parliamentary point of 
view, was entitled, " A Continuation of all certain, special, and remarkable passages, informed to both 
Houses of Parliament and otherwise, from divers parts of this kingdom," and was printed for F. Leach 
and Francis Coles, in " the Old Baily." It not only gives a summary of Parhamentary proceedings 
and despatches sent to the two Houses, but a good deal of gossip gleaned from various sources, of the 
movements of the troops of both sides. Due allowance being made for the natural prejudice of the 
writers, some useful information may be gleaned of sieges, skirmishes, and incidents of the campaign. 

+ The Kingdomes Weekly Intelligencer : sent abroad to prevent mis-information. From Tuesday, Dec. 27, to Tuesday, Jan. 3, 
* 1642-3. 
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The news from Newark (2nd to gth March, 1642-3), supporting somewhat Mrs. Hutchinson's version, 
IS thus chronicled :— " The Lincolnshire forces, to the number of 7000 horse and foot, on Tuesday, the 
last of Feb. (1643), set upon Newark on the south side, and made a very fierce assault upon them, and 
encountered with a part of the enemy's horse that were sent against them, forced them to retreat, beat 
them from their works, and fought very violently for a long time. They forced entrance into the town, 
and went as far as the Marquet Crosse, but an ambush being laid, and ordnance placed to their great 
disadvantage, forced the foot to retreat, whereby the passage Sir John Gell and Sergt. Major Griffith 
had gained was as soon lost, and however some are pleased to impute the loss of the day to the cowar- 
dice of the Lincolnshire trained bands, it is believed the fault may be more deservedly laid upon some 
of the commanders I forebare to name, as will here long more evidently appear." 

In May, 1643, Cromwell was hovering round, and the Newark Cavaliers had several tussles with 
him at this early stage of his military experiences. Judging by the reports in the same paper, they did 
not fare very well in their conflicts with the stern and sturdy Puritan. In the issue of nth to i8th May, 
1643, is an account of his being at Grantham when an attack was made by the Newarkers, " but Col. 
Cromwell, it is said, routed them, following the flight almost to Newark," slew 60 and took divers 
prisoners and colours, the event taking place at 10 o'clock at night." It adds that all the Lincoln- 
shire forces were now joined with Col. Cromwell, and that he had 2000 brave men, well discipHned, with 
him. It quaintly says, " no man swears but he pays his I2d. ; if he be drunk, he is set in the stocks ; 
or worse, if one calls the other ' roundhead,' he is cashiered, in so much that the countries where they 
come leap for joy of them, and come in and join with them." Mrs. Hutchinson rejoices that " the forces 
that went out from Newark, joined with Henderson's, received a great overthrow by Cromwell." The 
weekly paper (No. 49), giving the news from the 8th to the 14th June, 1643, has what it terms sin- 
gular good news from Nottingham of Col. Cromwell's surprising a great party of horse of the Newark 
Cavaliers. It says : " From Nottingham it is certified that Col. Cromwell surprised a great 
party of the Newark Cavaliers, which is reported to be after this manner. The Colonel, well appre- 
hending the malignancy of the country in some part of Lincolnshire, sent a subtile letter to the chief 
of them that they would arm themselves and their friends by such a day, to join with 300 of his horse 
upon a design against the Cavaliers in Grantham. These purfidious countrymen returned a plausible 
answer to the Colonel that they would fit themselves to join with him, but withal sent notice to Newark 
of the Colonel's intention, who, laying hold of the advantage, sent out a party of 500 horse to intersept 
him in his passage upon the day appointed. But the wary Colonel, distrusting the plot, instead of 300, 
sent out a party of 1500 horse, and divided them into two divisions, whereof one was but a small party 
and marched foremost ; and when the Newark Cavaliers thought themselves sure of the prize, the 
Colonel's whole body came upon them and surprised the surprisers, and took most of them." Whether 
there is any exaggeration in the narratives here quoted it is impossible to say, as there is no account 
available on the other side, but at any rate they indicate the exercise of that acuteness and courage 
for which the great Puritan leader afterwards became famous. 

The remarkable activity of Newark is shown in the same newspaper, giving the news from the 18th 
May till the 24th, 1643. A Newark convoy had taken arms to Oxford, and not content with the suc- 
cessful performance of , their commission, they must needs attack Northampton on their return journey. 
The writer says : " On Monday, 15th, there came news to our town that the Cavaliers, to the number 
of 2000 horse, had spread themselves in Upton field, a mile and a half from the town west, but had 
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provided but one troop of horse, the rest of the body lying further off. We shot from the Castle one saker 
at them, and it is said we killed two and wounded others, but so soon as the bullet was passed they fled 
a mile further and joined to a party that stood on Auntsborough Hill, which was too far to command 
them from the town." The writer goes on to say that they took 20 persons whereof one was a priest, 
and killed two others. Then they discharged a piece of ordnance at them, which killed two more and 
wounded a third, and they saw no more of them. 

Sir John Henderson being called away for service elsewhere, Sir Richard Byron became governor 
of Newark. The date of his appointment we do not know, but it was prior to the Whitsuntide of 1643, 
and he held the office until about January, 1645. Sir Richard was a gallant soldier, and one of five 
brothers who served the King with zeal and devotion. f In June, 1643, he received the Queen on her 



visit to Newark, through 
which she passed with a 
considerable force on her 
way to meet the King. 
Her Majesty left York on 
June 4th, and reached 
Newark on June i6th. In 
the churchwardens' accounts 
is the entry, " To the 
ringers, at the Queen's 
coming to the town, by Mr. 
Maior's appointment, vs." 
A local writer quoted by Mr. 
Dickinson says the courtesy 
of her behaviour while she 
stayed at Newark brought a 
great increase to her forces, 
in so much that she had 
not arms enough for the 
men.f Her Majesty was 
also welcomed at Newark by 




QUEEN HENRIETTA MARIA. 



Sir Charles Cavendish, second 
son of the Earl of Devon- 
shire, commander in chief of 
the forces of Notts, and 
Lincolnshire, described as a 
man of winning presence, 
polite parts, and personal 
courage. Whilst at Newark 
Her Majesty wrote to the 
King, under date June 27th, 
giving him an account of 
her movements, and stating 
that she carried with her 
3000 foot, 30 companies of 
horse and dragoons, six 
pieces of cannon, and two 
mortars. She humorously 
describes herself as " her 
she majesty, generalissimo 
over all," and remarks, " Ex- 
tremely diligent am I, with 



150 wagons to govern in case of battle." She says she purposes leaving behind for the safety of 
Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire 2000 foot, and wherewithall to arm 500 more, and 20 companies of 
horse, under Sir Charles Cavendish.§ In an old history of England ( Echards) the story is told that as the 
Queen was about to leave Newark, the leaders of the place requested her to stay with them until her 
forces had taken Nottingham. Her Majesty replied that she was under the command of the King, and 
was going to march elsewhere by his orders, " that at the same time she lamented not being able to comply 
with their request, she rejoiced in being able to set them an example of obedience to their husbands." 

From Newark, which she left on July 3rd, Her Majesty marched to Burton-on-Trent, which was 
taken by storm. In a letter from Walsall, dated July 9th, and written in French, she touches upon the 



t He resided in England during the Protectorate, and died Oct. 4tli, 1679, aged 74. 

§ Harl. Mis. ^Kmy's Cabinet Opened). 



J Dickinson's History, p. 66. 
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privations which military service necessarily entailed, and says, " We have been two days without eating 
any meat, except the last day, and it was cold, and from Newark I dare say I have not slept three hours 
a night, but all that pleases me, since it is to show you by all my actions that I have no pleasure but 
that of serving you."* 

Whilst the Queen continued her journey, reaching the King near Keinton after 15 months' absence, 
Sir Charles Cavendish returned to Newark, and with the considerable force at his disposal proceeded 
to menace Gainsborough, where he came into collision with the Parliamentary forces, under Sir John 
Meldrum. CromweU, at the head of his famous regiment of horse, took part in the engagement, and 
his officer slew the general " with a thrust under the short ribs." Carlyle says of the event that this 
was the first action that made Cromwell universally talked of.f The loss of so promising and valued a 
leader as Sir Charles Cavendish aroused widespread emotion. When his body was brought back to 
Newark, where it lay in state several days prior to its burial, there were great manifestations of sorrow 
throughout the town and district. § The Newarkers avenged the loss of their comrade, for a few days 
afterwards they captured Gainsborough. As Carlyle says, " Lord Willoughby could not resist the 
Newarkers, with Newcastle at their head." 

Sir Richard Byron made up for not being Sir John Henderson's equal in experience in the art of 
war by his great perseverance and studied courage. The manuscript account from which Mr. 
Dickinson quotes says, " the fortifications of Newark had been made very strong, and the garrison was 
well supplied. The numbers in this place were always from four to five thousand foot, and better than 
500 horse ; and all the inhabitants able to bear arms did so. The walls were in good condition, its four 
famous gates weU guarded, and it had plenty of cannon." With so many gallant men at his disposal, 
Sir Richard Byron did not remain idle. When not required to defend the town, the Newark Cavaliers 
were busy, either with assaults upon Nottingham, or in rendering assistance to those of their own side 
who were in positions of difficulty and danger. The record of the winter of 1643-4 is one of constant 
and vigorous effort on the part of the Newark troops. In September, 600 of them surprised the sentries 
at Nottingham, and gaining access to the town, made themselves masters of every part of it except 
the castle, and conveyed a number of prisoners and booty by boats to Newark. || As the RoyaHsts were 
retiring (Sept. 23) Major Hutchinson and his troops attempted to harass them in the rear, and Sir 
Richard Byron's horse was so injured that it fell dead in the next street, Sir Richard, after a struggle, 
escaping with the loss of his hat.H In November, Sir Richard Byron, with some Newark dragoons, 
strengthened Belvoir Castle ; and the Journals of Parliament contain letters describing skirmishes 
in which they were engaged. The following record of events in 1643 is from the Diary of Sir William 
Dugdale : — 

1643— Jan. 25. The Rebells of Lincolne came as far as Collingham towards Newarke, and then retreated. 

Feb. II. Earl of Lannarick came to Newark from Scotland. 

Feb. 27. The Rebels about i of ye clocke assaulted Newark with 7 peices of ordnance, whereof ons burst and 3 were taken. 

28. Newarke assaulted, ye Rebels repulsed. 
March 9. 4 Troopes went from Newarke to Grantham. 

[22?] Col. Henderson, governor of Newarke, surprised 4 capteins, viz.. King, Burrell, Blundell, and SaviUe, with 150 pri- 
soners, and manv armes, in Grantham, some escapt. 

26. Troopes went from Newarke towards Welbeck, and fetched ;^5,ooo from Mrs. Newton, of Gunwurdby. 

.... . „ * "l'°'DuXlf ^n hrDTiry Tays '•-■■'"e^r Feb .3.* ?wJnf from 3:fo'L^ceS,''v?her\'-I met the Corps of the Countesse 

II Memoirs of Col. Hutchinson, p. 165. II iota, p. 179. 
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April 5 th. Col. Hustings being at Newarke returned. 

May 2ncl. Duke of Richmond, Lord John and the Earl of Desmond came to Newarke. 

3rd. 14 load of ammunition with 3 drakes came from ye North to Newarke. 

5. Col. Hastings and the Lord Digby came to Newark. 

23. Two regiments of foote came from York to Newark. 

29. Great muster of the Horse and Dragoons at Newarke, being 38 Troopes. 
June 14. Col. Hastings came to Newarke. 
16. The Queen came to Newarke. 
21. The Queene's forces, viz., 40 colours of foote and more of horse, advanced from Newark towards Nottingham. 

24. The Barron Done buried in ye Quire of Newarke Church in ye vaut at ye east end, with great solempnity. 

July I . The forces of Newark and Gaynsborough assaulted Lincolne, and were repulst. Major Wilson and Leift. Chester sla5Tie. 
3. The Queene removed from Newark to Bunney (and thence to Ashby, Croxall, Walsall, &c.) 

In January, 1644, the Newarkers renewed their attacks upon Nottingham, the details of which 
may be found in Mrs. Hutchinson's " Memoirs," and were so constantly harassing the Parliamentarians 
wherever they could come across them that it was felt a strong and united effort should be made to 
capture Newark, and once for all sweep the daring Cavaliers away. Letters in the State Papers are full 
of suggestions for " crippling Newark," so that this large place " will not be able to spoil the country 
or recruit on that side of the Trent, but be forced to live on their own stores." It was all the more 
necessary that something should be done because Newark garrison had (according to Lord Clarendon, 
in his " History of the Rebellion") " not only subjected that county of Notts, (the town of Nottingham 
only excepted, which was upon the matter confined within its own walls), but had kept a great part of 
the large county of Lincoln under contribution." It had proved and continued to be a sharp thorn in 
the side of the Roundheads when so much success had attended them elsewhere that (as Lord Clarendon 
puts it) the King's friends were " in great distress in all places." Accordingly, a determined attack 
was organised under Sir John Meldrum, a Scotch soldier, who had served in the wars in the Low coun- 
tries, and had received the honour of knighthood in 1622. The " business of Newark" was before the 
committee of both kingdoms in February, 1643-4,* and preparations were in progress for assaulting 
the town. Writing to Sir John Meldrum on February 21st, the committee say " the Lord Willoughby's 
horse, and Sir John Gell's, and the Nottingham forces, you may depend on for this service." The Earl 
of Manchester wrote approving of the design, and expressing his readiness to assist. f By the end of 
1644, about 8,500 men, with a powerful train of artillery, were brought in front of the town. Capt. Nath. 
Rich, writing on Oct. 24th, 1643, says, " We are now, this morning, advancing towards Newark, con- 
cei\-ed to be the most considerable garrison the enemy hath of the two, viz., it and Gainsborough. Our 
lying in the field hath lost us more men than have been taken away by sword or bullet." From the 
weekly paper.f it is clear that Sir John had resolved to throw all his energies into the effort to 
reduce the town. Early in February, whilst in the Isle of Axholme, he gained a work raised by the 
Cavaliers there, and captured six small barges with flat bottoms laden with corn and other merchan- 
dise intended for the Cavahers at Newark. These Cavaliers had been brought to great straits. Lord 
Clarendon says they were so reduced by the forces under the command of Meldrum, the Scotchman, 
in addition to others from Hull, that they were compelled to beg relief from the King at Oxford. The 
condition of the town and neighbourhood at this period may be realised from a petition sent to His 
Majesty : " The humble remonstrance of his Majesty's commissioners for the counties of Lincoln and 

• Previous to 1752, when the style now in vogue was introduced, two dates were always used — one for the popular and one for the 
legal year. The latter commenced on March 2sth and the former on Jan. ist ; thus we find the same event vnth two dates 
(Feb., 1643-4), until March 25th, when 1644 only would be used. 

I State Papers Domestic, 1644, pp. 23-28. 
f A Continuation of certain special, &c., passages, ist to 8th Feb., 1643-4. 
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Nottingham, now resident with the garrison of Newark, concerning the state of the two counties, Jan. 
31st, 1643-4. May it please your most excellent Majesty, we do in all humihty and gratitude acknow- 
ledge your Majesty's royal interpretation and acceptance of our loyalty and care for the preservation 
of this garrison for your Majesty's use and service, expressed in your Majesty's most gracious letters 
of the 17th January instant, which we confess to be in discharge of our duties, and shall ever be most 
ready to make good with our lives and fortunes ; and by the satae letters we see of what great import 
to peace your Majesty holds the fortification and conservation of this town, expressed and appre- 
hended in so deep a sense that we are not able to add anything more than to admire your Majesty's 
foresight at this distance and your great judgment of how dangerous a consequence it will be if this 
town (which God defend) shall fall into the mercy and power of the rebels." The petitioners go on to 
state that " all Lincolnshire, except the little garrison at Belvoir, was in the possession of the enemy," and 
to point out that since the Lincolnshire horse had been in Nottinghamshire, where they had been lying 
for some time, with many former charges and burdens of a like nature upon the county, they were so 
disabled and eaten up that they could not contribute any further assistance to the support of this gar- 
rison. There had been expended by monies borrowed upon bonds by the gentlemen of both counties 
for the maintenance of his Majesty's forces and by assessments from the beginning of the war, 
a sum of at least £200,000. Sir Chas. Lucas, with his force, being called away northward, " so destitutes 
this garrison, environed with enemies, of all help and succour (saving what is within the walls)," that 
they would not be able to oppose the multitude of rebels, so must submit to his princely wisdom, asking 
him to afford them speedy assistance. Dated Newark, Jan. 31st, 1644. Signed, J. Cobham, Jno. Digby, 
vice-com. ; Ed. Hussey, Robert Markham, William Thorold, Charles Hussey, Ger. Nevile, Cha- 
worth, Antho. Eyre, Roger Cooper, Tho. Holder, Hugh Cartwright, Robert Tredwey, John Burrel, 
Edmund Thorold, Tho. Harrington, Chr. Beresforde.|| 

Ever on the alert to take advantage of any mistake on the part of their assailants, the garrison 
rushed on the besiegers when they had " put out their matches." A pamphlet issued by the Parlia- 
mentarians says rf — " March 18, 1643-4. We heare of a strange accident which chanced at Nuwarke, 
which however it hath befaln us, I thought good to acquaint you with, lest the same passing through 
malignant hands, should encrease above what it is, a thing too common with that party. Three 
Companies of our men lying under the wals of Nuwarke, whether the Enemie had any notice, or only 
surmised what after proved true ; or whether it fell out by accident, I cannot tell ; but it seems the 
enemy issued out of the Town, and our men which were placed on that side of the Town where the 
Enemy brak forth, had put out their matches ; so that whereas they had good Arms, Musket, Sword, 
and every thing compleat : neither was there any want of powder, yet the enemy came upon them just 
at a pinch, when their matches were all out, so that they could not doe any execution, so that the enemy 
suppressed three Colours, and two hundred men, some of them they put to the sword, others they use 
very cruelly ; but the rest will be the more carefull. And how ever the Lord is pleased to let us lose 
some times ; (for no souldier can expect a continuall conquering in Mihtary actions) yet the Lord appears 
in abundance of good to us : We have of late had many victories, and however the Enemy may rejoice 
and take courage at this, and make a great matter of it, and perhaps advance it to a great height, yet 
let them know that the time will come wherein those misled soules they have traduced will curse those 
Papists, Prelats, Priests, Friers, and the rest that have misled them, and therefore wee must wait 

|] Rushworth's Historical Collections, Vol. II., part 3, p. 306. 
t A True Relation of some losse at the siege of Newark ; printed for Andrew Cole, according to order, 1644. 
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God's time, whose deliverance is most glorious in his own time. Neither hath the Enemy much cause 
to brag, for the siege continues still, and they are as much straightned as they were before, and as 
far from hopes of relief." 

With what eagerness and anxiety the Parliamentarians were watching for the capture of Newark 
by Sir John Meldrum is shown by an entry in their newspaper,| giving the proceedings from the 7th to 
14th March, in which it says that Sir John Meldrum "makes no doubt of gaining that town within six 
days, as his own letters to the House make mention of, for he has gotten nearer and took a bridge called 
Markeham Bridge, which is very advantageous for his enterprizes, and another bridge, and most of their 
outworks." The following curious description indicates the great stronghold which Newark had become h 
— " This town by all relations is roundly compact and on a quaking (?) soil, and the enemy has of horse 
and foot therein near 4000, and therein is also a treasure of Papists and malignants, besides one of the 
three places which nestleth the great incendiaries of this State, which if once gained, the cavalry might 
sing the Irish ditty upon the Englishes conquering Ireland, ' All agoe, all agoe ! What shall we doe ?' " 

They were not destined, however, to achieve their object, or to hear such a song of woe. The 
King sent to Prince Rupert, asking him, after he had visited Chester and Shrewsbury, to use his best 
endeavours to make new levies and attempt the relief of Newark. The committee of both kingdoms, 
who had received particulars of the poor state of their troops, were very much alarmed at the prospect. 
Writing to the Earl of Manchester on March 22nd, they say, " We so exceedingly apprehend the conse- 
quences of their loss, as we earnestly entreat you forthwith to send what forces you can to their suc- 
cour. . . We conceive if your forces come timely. Prince Rupert's army may well be in the same 
straits yours now is conceived to be."t But their forces did not calculate on the rapid movements 
of the Prince. Clarendon says the garrison consisted mostly of the gentry of the county and the in- 
habitants, ill supplied with anything requisite to a siege but courage and excellent affections. The 
enemy entrenched themselves, not expecting to be disturbed, but the Prince was within six miles before 
they knew it, and charging some of their horse, pursued them with that expedition that he besieged 
them in their own entrenchments with his horse before his foot came within four miles. In consternation, 
they calculated he must have a vast power, which caused them to accept of leave to depart.|| 

The Pariiamentary newspaper of March 21st to 28th is largely devoted to what it terms " a more 
punctual and full relation of the raising of the siege of Newark with the ordnance, ammunition, and 
men which were lost there." It says that when Prince Rupert came near unto Newark, the besiegers 
drew out their forces and faced the enemy, and after some short skirmishing between the scouts which 
were sent out on both sides, which only met and fired on each other and so retreated, " our whole body 
of horse drew up, and being divided into three divisions, the least (being Col. Rochester's regiment) 
charged very gallantly, and routed the right wing of the enemy, in which service Capt. Lilborne, Capt. 
BotheU, and Capt. Hunt deserve to be remembered ; and had the rest of our horse performed a like 
service, in all probability Runnagado Hurrey and Prince Rupert himself (if in the fight) would have 
fallen into a dead palsy, as weU as Master Hastings, with his title of a Lord which but little before he 
fetched from Oxford. This being done. Col. Rochester, with about 500 horse, made an orderiy retreat, 
and some of our horse havmg fled away, our forces were all drawn over the bridge into the isle which 
was maintained by a regiment of foot ; and after the enemy was repulsed there, they passed their foot 

11 /-I J , tJ ^ Continuation, etc. J State Papers Domestic, 1644, p. 66. 

II Clarendon s History, p. 389. All our references are to the Folio Edition, printed at Oxford, 1732. 
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over on the other side of the island, which, together with some other weighty reasons, moved Sir John 
Meldrum to somid a parley, which being granted, conditions were agreed upon." Sir Edward Nicholas 
wntmg March 15th, to the Lord General of the King's forces, says " the :rebels assaulted Newark in 
several places, but were repulsed with loss of about 500 dead on the field, besides some of their ordnance, 
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particularly the great brass piece they took at Hull from my Lord of Newcastle, which, being dis- 
mounted, they could not carry off."t 

Another detailed version is contained in " A brief Relation of the Siege of Newark, as it was de- 
Uvered to the Councel of State at Derby House, by Lieutenant Col. Bury, whom the Earl of Manchester 

t State Papers Domestic, 1644, p. 54. 
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sent to report," J and says, " When we first drew before Newarke, Colonell King's regiment marched to 
the Countesse of Exeter's house, where part of the regiment had a sharp conflict, and after they had 
gained that place, the enemies' horse gave them a hot and desperate charge, notwithstanding they re- 
mained masters of the place : after this Sergeant Major John Lilburne desired Sir John Meldrum to 
send him with a partee into the island, which Sir John waved, judging it a desperate service, but 
at last the importunitie of the Major and the resolution of the souldiers prevailed : as soon as a small 
paity of them were over the water, the enemy drew forth their horse into the island : and we hasted 
over the greatest part of Colonell King's Regiment, and two Troopes of Horses ; the enemie perceiving 
our Forces to draw themselves between them and the town, never charged, but hasted over Muscom 
Bridge ; we followed on, and beate the enemie from the fort which commanded that passage, and pos- 
sessed ourselves of it, in view of a considerable force coming to their relief ; then we entrenched ourselves 
in the Spittle, and made our approaches ; the enemie sallied out and fell into our trenches, the point 
being deserted by Capt. Caudron, but Capt. Cambridge (who had done bravely in managing the Muscom 
Bridge) enforced their sudden retreat." After describing other incidents, the narrator continues : " On 
Wednesday noon. Sir John Meldrum with his councel of War resolved to send forth Horse and Dragoons 
againe, and would have conferred that command upon Colonell Rochester, who modestly desiring to be 
excused, it was confermed upon Colonel Thorney, but before they could march came certain intelligence 
that Prince Rupert was joined with Sir Charles Lucas, which made that partee 8000 strong, and that 
they were to quarter that night eight miles from Newark." Sir John Meldrum resolved to draw all 
his foot into the Countess of Exeter's house,* and to send his horse over Muskham Bridge to bring in 
provision. " The enemy drew through Balderton in the morning, our horse drew upon Bekon HiU 
whence they might have discerned and engaged upon advantage, but Sir John Meldrum ordered them 
not to fight till they came within the reach of our ordnance. Then as soon as our horse quitted the hill, 
the enemy advanced thither, our horse standing in the valley nigh the Spittle facing the enemy. As 
they were ready to close, Sir John commands off the Derby horse to guard the 200 Pyoneers and 40a 
Musqueteers, which Sir John then sent into the island to make a Fort-Royall. The enemy having drawn 
up two bodies of horse against our two bodies, Colonell Rocester led on the left division, wherein were 
the two Captain Lilburns, Captain Bethel, and Captain Hunt, &c., who fiercely charged the right wing 
of the enemy, led by Prince Rupert, routed them, and drove them up the hill to their reserve ; but our 
right wing of horse ran away, and would have pressed in upon our own foot had they not stood upon 
their guard. This Relator (after much intreaty and many promises that they should not ingage nor 
advance beyond the command of our musquets) prevailed with them to rally and face the enemy, so 
that Colonell Rocester made a safe and orderly retreat, and according to Sir John Meldrum's order, 
drew all the horse, except 500, over the bridge into the island." After describing the enemy's efforts 
to force the bridge, and stating how the master gunner with the great piece did excellent execution, the 
writer says that eventually perceiving the enemy passing over their foot into the island, and Norfolk 
redcoats mutinying. Sir John sent to the Prince for a parley, which being accepted, Sir Michael Hub- 
bard and Sir John Paygrave, Colonels, about 9 o'clock at night went to treat, and in the morning brought 
the following articles which were agreed upon : — 

J London : Printed for Peter Cole, March 26, 1644. 

* ^* !''M*^°™!J'i"^''K°'' 'u'^ Advance of Money, Frances Clara, Countess of Exeter, 15th August, 1645, said her house and goods 
at iNewark had been haint.—Vtde previous pages. Dickinson quotes an account (p. 109) which says, " At the approach of 
rtis wigtiness, Meldrum drew off to his chief work at Spittle or the ruins of Exeter House, which house and all Northgate, 
had been burned by order of the prudent Governor, Sir John Henderson, at the first siege." 
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1. That we should leave all our artillery, ammunition, and firearms. 

2. That all our foot soldiers should march away with their swords, pikes, and colours. 

3. That all our horsemen and dragoons should march away with their horses, swords, and colours. 

4. That all officers and their servants should march away with their horses, swords, pistols, moneys, bag and baggage. 

5. That we should have convoy for our safe conduct two miles beyond the Prince's outmost quarters. 

The writer adds : " By twelve of the clock the foote, marching forth according to agreement, the enemie, 
contrary to the articles, tooke away their colours, swords, and pikes, fell to plunder the officers, the 
Relator repairing to the convoy for security, meeting greatest part of them galloping to plunder, and 
came away holding it safer to trust in God than put confidence in Princes. Postscript. — The reporter 
judgeth the enemy being joined with the Newarkers to be nigh 3000 foot and dragoons and 4000 horse, 
without artillery, and that we have lost two morter peeces, one Demy Cannon, one Sacre§, seven or 
eight Drakes, Armes for 3000, and much ammunition." 

Another contempprary writer gives some further particulars. He says : " One regiment marched 
to the Countess of Exeter's house, and after a very smart conflict gained it. Then they began to make 
their approaches, and the town, whereof Sir Richard Byron was Governor, made several brisk sallies. 
One day, as part of Sir Michael Hubbard's regiment was marching off to their quarters at Balderton, 
a hundred horse came forth, and finding them without lighted matches, fell upon them and took their 
colours, and carried about two hundred of them prisoners into the town. Prince Rupert, being at West 
Chester on Tuesday, March 12th, received his Majesty's commands to march with all speed to the relief 
of Newark . . . The Prince's field word was ' King and Queen,' and that of Meldrum ' Religion.' 
. . . Three companies of Col. King's and three Nottingham companies quitted the fort where they 
lay, pELSsed over Muskham bridge, broke up the bridge, and so secured themselves. The same night it 
was resolved by Meldrum in a council of war to retreat over Muskham bridge, not imagining that their 
guard had served them that trick, which being at last perceived, and Meldrum finding himself beset, 

sent a trumpet to the Prince for a parley and surrender.f Parliament lost about 

three thousand muskets and a great quantity of pistols, eleven brass pieces, and two mortar pieces. 
His Highness appointed a thanksgiving to be kept for these successes on the Sunday following." 

The news of the defeat was communicated by the committee of both Kingdoms, in a letter dated 
March 24th, to Sir William Waller and Sir William Balfour, who were expecting aid in another quarter. 
The committee say : "We have received a sad account of our forces before Newark. We know not all 
the particulars, but that many of our horse and most of our foot, by the coming of Prince RuJDert, 
retired to places conceived to be safe, but on Friday did agree to give up their ordnance, ammunition, 
and firearms. Three parts of our horse and 500 foot being at a distance from the rest, retreated safely 
with their arms. This agreement the enemy did not make good, but plundered our men of their arms 
and good clothes. On Friday night, when we were informed supplies might timely come, we directed 
all my Lord Manchester's forces, except those with Comissary Behre, at Warwick, to go to relieve 
those before Newark (who are a good part of their way thitherwards), so you cannot for the present 
expect any diversion towards Oxford."* 

Perhaps the most graphic description of the siege and of the gallant way in which the enemy were 
defeated is that given by an eye-witness, and contained in the Twentyman manuscripts. The writer, 

§ A small piece of artillery. t Rushworth's Historical Collections, part 3, Vol. II., p. 305. 

* State Papers Domestic, 1644, p. 71. 
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who was on the church tower and saw it all, says : — " Not long after the town was besieged by the forces 
of Lincoln, Nottingham, and Derby, and Sir Richard, afterwards Lord Byron, of Newstead, was the 
Governor. I was in at all that siege. They shot, after they had formed their leaguer, thirteen pieces of 
ordnance and two bomb balls, every night, about 12 and i o'clock. Prince Rupert came and raised the 
siege. I saw the engagement from the pinnacles of our steeple. They of the Parliament drew up their 
horse into one main body, with two wings, under the brow of Beacon Hill. Against the place where 
the Spittal stood, and where all their infantry were ensconsced, they had a bridge of boats over the Trent. 



The Prince charged 
one wing, coming 
with fury upon 
them from Cod- 
dington, and after 
the charge both 
retired that wing 
to the main body, 
and the Prince 
with his up the 
hiU. Presently he 
came down upon 
the other wing, 
and they did as be- 
fore on both sides. 
Upon the third as- 
sault, the Prince, 
coming with his 
whole body upon 
their's, totally 
routed them and 
fell so in with 
them they made a 
length from the 
Hill to the Spittle. 
There the horse 
would have broken 
into their own 
foot, but they shot 
to keep them out, 

were totally defeated, and all their arms and ammunition, consisting 
eleven pieces of brass ordnance, two mortar pieces, and about fifty barrels 
taken." 




PRINCE RUPERT. 
(From the Portrait by Van Dyck). 



and many fled 
over the bridge of 
boats. All would 
have gone but they 
were forced to 
stay some that 
they might make a 
better composition 
for themselves, 
and so leaving all 
their arms be- 
hind them they 
marched away.' 
Thus the Lord 
delivered us this 
time also. This 
was the second 
siege." 

In "Mercurius 
Rusticus " is the 
entry : — " 1644, 
March 22. New- 
ark, after three 
weeks' siege, was 
happily relieved 
by his Highness 
Prince Rupert, 
in which action 
the rebel forces 
of 4000 musquets, 
of gunpowder, were 



In the churchwardens' accounts we have a glimpse of the conflict in the payments made 
for winding sheets for dead soldiers. " To Mr. Main, for a winding sheet and iakle for one of Prince 
Rupert's soldiers, iis." Inkle was a kind of broad linen tape. 
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The newspapers show that the besieging troops were stimulated in their efforts to capture the town 
not only by reports of its distressed state, but also by prospects of plunder. In " Britaines Remem- 
brancer,"! from the I2th to 19th March, is a note that though the enemy within the town were reso- 
lute, " they want salt and fire, and cannot hold out." The " Spie " of the same date speaks in similar 
terms, while another contemporary publication, " The Military Scribe," disseminates a rumour that 
the besieged had offered some propositions to Sir John Meldrum which he was unwilling to agree to, 
" because he knoweth they have much plate, money, and other rich plunder in the town, and therefore 
urgeth them to yield at discretion, which is the best way to content and satisfy his soldiers for their 
travel and paines."t The same issue says " Sir John hath finished a gallery to put over the river of 
Trent, and he hath made some mines underground which are ready to be sprung." The " Mercurius 
Verdicus"* speaks of gentry of the northern counties being at Newark, " who have brought in with 
them as rich and sumptuous moveables of all kinds as any of the North affords ; " while " The Weekly 
Account" says " there are said to be abundance of brave young gentlemen (in Newark) and many 
beautiful ladies ; a great store of Churchmen militant, and withal a great store of wealth and 
moveables, a great prize and encouragement to the Parliament forces' that are before it." Instead of 
securing rich booty, however, they were despoiled themselves, and thankful to escape with nothing 
worse than the loss of their goods. The extent of this loss is indicated in the excellent account of the 
siege written by an eye witness,]] who says the capture consisted of " 3000 or 4000 muskets, a great 
quantity of pikes and pistols, 11 fair brass pieces of cannon, one a basiliske of Hull, four yards long, 
shooting 32" ball, two goodly mortar pieces, and all their ammunition. The enemy lost about 200, and 
we about half as many slain and wounded." 

John Lilbume (1614-57), a lieutenant-colonel in the Parliament army, described by Hume as 
" the most turbulent but also the most courageous of men," an enthusiast so quarrelsome that Judge 
Jenkins said of him " that if there was none living but he, John would be against Lilburne, and Lilburne 
against John," was plundered of all he had at Rupert's relief of Newark, 22nd March, 1644 (another 
account says that he narrowly escaped with his life). In one of his many tracts, " wherein the sinister 
and indirect practices of Colonel Edward King against Lilburne are discovered," two at least of the 
" articles exhibited" against King, with whom he had quarrelled, have a local interest. No. 10 sets 
forth " that at the siedge before Newark such provision as the country had voluntarily and freely sent 
in to Colonel King's quarters at Winthorp, for the maintenance of the souldiers, his of&cers would not 
deliver without money, although they had not pay, to the extream oppression and discouragement 
of the country." And No. 13 runs thus : " That when Commissary lames had brought in certain sheep 
from a malignant for the reliefe of the siedge at Newarke, being then in great want, Colonel King caused 
the said sheep to be restored to the malignant, and told the Commissary that he deserved to be hanged, 
notwithstanding he had order from Sir John Meldrum and the Committee for the taking of 
them." 

Immediately after the signal victory at Newark, Prince Rupert addressed a letter to the Governor 
of Nottingham, requiring him to surrender the town, in these words : — " Forasmuch as I have lately 
obtained a great victory, in not only removing the late siege at Newark, but have disarmed the besiegers, 

t Printed according to order for RobertWhite. { Printed, etc., for G. Bishop. * London, printed by Bernard Alsop. 

II " His Highness Prince Rupert raising of the Siege of Newark-upon-Trent, March 21, 1643, written by an eye-witness to a 
person of honour." This httle pamphlet, which gives a full version of the event from the Royalist standpoint, is quoted 
in the "Annals." 
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and have a formidable array of men and ammunition answerable thereunto, whereby we may be fit to 
fall upon your town or other considerable design, yet to avoid such mischiefs as might ensue by entering 
in a hostile manner, these are to require you to surrender up the said town of Nottingham and men and 
arms therein unto my hands." The Governor's reply was that though the Prince had removed the siege 
and disarmed the besiegers, he had not thereby regained the late losses that the King's forces had sus- 
tained in other parts, and that they would never render up the town so long as one drop of blood 
was in their veins." Mrs. Hutchinson gives a letter also from the Commissioners at Newark to the 
Governor, with an equally firm reply, and says, " The Prince advanced within three miles of 
Nottingham, when it pleased God to divert him from coming against the town by letters which were 
brought him from Oxford." 



There is a certifi- W§ 
cate in the State |«', 
Papers* which gives f& 
a reminiscence of the W 
successful relief of the [,'.; 
town by Prince Rupert. :■;• 
It runs thus : " That fei 
Capt. Fiennes, alias ' 
Clinton, commanded a ?\ 
troop in his regiment 
of horse consisting of 
60, besides officers, and 
that he raised this 
troop at his own charge 
and has done faithful 
service to the Parlia- 
ment. From the time 
he raised them until he 
lost them he attended 
personally upon all the 






'■9>m^- 






/''■;f,.''/r.i i^aif /..rj,«..i„|,'A 



i'f.'*.,. 







nr.*,n,'.'-a)ry..-,i^/(,Ji/„,^„„ '■■■■ 



^ |?ar/i(:.:(/ac^:,,ji£.f,,,,,.vj|'-,,,.-,,,.,,„y,,..c„<:;,;t,^;;-; 





< 

? 


iiiVrf„„i,.'v"i„H(v > — - >i,\ 


J«- riiiV, -.M*,,, C^,jli ^ 
il'.iiKi.iiiJl'.riJn;,. 







■' J^'^ 
p -^-' 



MONEY LENT DURING THE SIEGE. 
(Extract from the Minutes). 



services in Lincolnshire. 
Afterwards he was at 
the siege of Newark, 
when Prince Rupert's 
army came to reheve 
1 the town, where he 
himself was wounded, 
and his own horses, 
arms, clothes, and 
money taken by the 
enemy. Part of his 
troop were cut off in 
the charge, and the rest 
being commanded by 
Sir John Meldrum to 
stay with the foot in 
Exeter House, were 
stripped by the enemy 
of their horses, arms, 
and clothes, and both 



officers and soldiers sent home naked. His troop being at that time aboye 60 horse, besides officers, 
was wholly lost, and since then he has had no reparation or satisfaction from the State for those 
losses." Such a document emphasises the accounts from other sources of the effectual way in which 
Prince Rupert disposed of the enemy when he swept down Beacon-hill to rid the town of its foes. 

They have won the Bridge, those troopers ! they will keep it to the death. 
And the foes are drinking hard in the crimson stream beneath. 
And down the grey hill-side Rupert's foot is marching in, 
And echo high the battle cry for God and for the King.J 

As the Prince was born in 1619, he would only be 25 years old when he achieved this signal success. In 
a ktter to his nephew, the King calls it " a beyond imaginable success," and " no less than the saving 
of all the North ;" while Clarendon styles it a victory " as prodigious as any that happened throughout 
the war." 



apers omeslic, 1644-5, p. 337. ; Xhe stirring contemporary poem from which this verse is quoted is printed in "The Annals" in extenso. 
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In the Corporation Minute Book, after the nomination of Mr. Hercules Clay as Mayor, is written 
in ' a particular of such sums of money as were lent by the several persons undernamed unto His Ma- 
jesty's Commissioners here in the Siege of this town, begun 29th February, 1643(4)." The lenders were 
Mr. Thomas Hancke, mayor, £5 ; WiUiam Martin, £5 ; Edward Newton, 40s. ; Mr. Matthew Mercer, 
40s. ; Mr. Edward Standish, £5 ; Widow Rogers, 40s. ; John Sturtevant, £4 ; William Watson, £5 ; 
John Martin, £5 ; Roger Whitton, 40s. ; WiUiam Smith, 5s. ; Francis Browne, £10 ; Valentine Whit- 
worth, 40s. ; WiUiam Barrett, £5 ; Robert Gonison, £5 ; Widow Middlebrooke, 40s. ; Robert Daintith, 
40s. ; John Marris, £10 ; George WeUes, 40s. ; total, £75 5s. od. 

It was during this great siege that Hercules Clay, a prominent citizen and member of the Corpora- 



tion, had a remarkable escape. 
In the narrative quoted by Mr. 
Dickinson, the circumstances are 
thus tersely narrated : — " One 
Clay, a tradesman of eminence in 
the market square, dreamed three 
successive times that his house 
was in flames. At the conclusion 
of the last dream, he got up much 
confused, and caused his whole 
fanuly to leave the house, very 
soon after which a bomb from 
Beacon HiU feU on the house and 
set it on fire, passing through 
every floor. In the same siege a 
cannon baU was fired from the 
same place, and passed through 




SIR JOHN MELDRUM.* 

sermon, as may be seen on reference to the chapter on " Charities" in the present volume. 



the steeple of the church, but did 
no material damage. (In Mr. 
Dickinson's time the hole was stiU 
visible.) A third shot designed 
for the house of the Governor fell 
on the house of Alderman Baker, 
and a fourth on that of Mr. 
Christopher Wilson." Mr. Clay, 
who was an Alderman, became 
Mayor in the same year (1644), 
and died during his Mayoralty, 
Jan, ist, 1645. In his will, dated 
nth December, 1644, he refers to 
his miraculous preservation from 
" a terrible blow of a granado," 
and in gratitude leaves money to 
the poor and for a commemorative 



Sir John Meldrum, the leader of the Parliamentary forces during the siege, lost his life a year after- 
wards at the siege of Scarborough Castle (May, 1645). The garrison seem to have been looking for help 
from Newark, and to have had hopes that Sir M. Langdale would reach them in his northern march 
(described in the next chapter), for in a letter to the Governor, dated Feb. 27th, Sir John says that he 
hopes to bring him out of his hold, " the maintenance whereof would require better forces than you can 
expect from the Queen out of France, from Oxford, or from Newark." Sir John adds, in aUusion to the 
way in which the Governor had treated his man, " your Newark messenger as a spy sent to Sir M. Lang- 
dale and the Governoi of Newark, might have more justly suffered than the trumpeter."f The siege 
continued until May, when Sir John was mortally wounded. 



From the engraving in " Granger's Biographical History," in the Nottingham Free Reference Library. 
+ Tenth Rep. R.H. Manuscripts Commissioners; App., Pt. 6., p. 157. 
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PART II. 



Sir RicDard UllHls, Gouernor 




CHAPTER IV. 

Elation of the Newarkers — Growing Activity of the Garrison — The Newark Horse in Action — A Series of 
Encounters— The Enemy's Moviinents in 1645 — Efforts to "straiten" Newark — The Town Relieved 
by Sir Marmaduke Langdale — " The Great and Growing Strength oi Newark " Reported to 
Parliament — The King Seeks Refuge in the Town — Visit of Princes Rupert and Maurice — Strange 
Scene in the Market — Another Change in the Governorship. 

|HE congratulations which poured in from Royalist quarters on the defeat and dispersal 
of the enemy, and the raising of the siege, put new heart into the town and garrison. 
It enhanced the confidence which the Newarkers felt in their prowess, and active though 
they had been hitherto, they redoubled their efforts with conspicuous success. The 
King indicated his gratification and approval, and let the town know that it had 
established a new claim on his gratitude and affection. Lord Digby, in a despatch 
to Sir Gervase Clifton, Mr. Sutton, and the rest of His Majesty's Commissioners at Newark, says : "I 
am commanded to return you in brief this answer, that His Majesty hath so great a regard of those parts, 
and particularly of Newark, that it shall not be forgotten."* Writing on March 27th, 1644, Sir Edward 
Nicholas, in allusion to the fact that the Scotch had crossed the Tweed at the invitation of ParUament, 
and were moving southwards, says : " We hope the good success of Prince Rupert at Newark will have 
a good influence on the Scottish forces, for thereby their passage is rendered the more difficult. "f The 
Committee of Parliament, on the other hand, taking warning by their " unhappy experience before 
Newark," advised Sir William Waller and others to " endeavour to prevent the rallying of the enemy 
by keeping the field, rather than put yourselves upon the attempt of any towns or places of difficulty." 
Some of the Generals appear to have been called to account for the disaster. At a committee meeting 

* A letter was also sent to Sir R. Byron, 26th March, 1644, by Lord Digby, on behalf of the King, asking that the Charter 
might be sent up to him that additions might be made " of grace, favour, and advantage . . . we having a greater 
sense of their merits towards us than we can express." — " Annals of Newark," p. 1 34. 

f Cal. of State Papers Domestic, 1614, P- 75- 
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on April 25th, it was ordered " that Mr. Solicitor make report to the House of Commons of the papers 
f'TxIrif^'''"'' ^""'^ ^^^iUoughby and others in the business of Newark and Lincoln. And because 
Lord WUloughby is a member of the House of Lords, that what concerns him be reported to it."t " The 
eneniy at Newark," as Mrs. Hutchinson describes the garrison, were, according to her account, " very 
much exalted, and by the quitting of so many ParUament garrisons about them, increased in power ; 
and were left at leisure to turn all their designs against Nottingham, which, being so infirm within itself, 
the governor had a very difficult task to preserve." Mrs. Hutchinson describes some minor skirmishes, 
and then goes on to speak of the Earl of Manchester's successes in Yorkshire and march towards Newark, 
by which the town was again seriously menaced. 

A pamphlet, entitled, " A continuation of true intelligence from the army under the command of 
the Earl of Manchester, from July 27th to August i6th, 1644,"$ says :-" On Monday morning came 
an alarm to our quarters (at Retford) from Tuxford, that our horse there were beaten up with great loss 

them eight prisoners and some 



to us, whereupon Lieut.-Gen. 
Cromwell speedily rode thither- 
wards to prove the truth, where- 
upon he found that Newark 
(through the assistance of two 
regiments of horse lately come 
in thither to be recruited, and 
some other horse which they 
had in the town, all amounting 
to 400 or 500), by obscure ways 
through the forest, unknown to 
our horse guard, being two troops 
which stood two miles from 
Tuxford towards Newark, had 
fallen suddenly into Tuxford 
upon our three troops, of whom 
they killed a lieutenant and a 
quartermaster, and took with 




EARL OF MANCHESTER. 



horse, and so speedily retreated 
to Newark. ... On Monday, his 
Lordship advanced from Retford 
to Gainsborough, and thence rode 
to Lincoln, where he' yet remains, 
having sent 2,000 horse and 150 
foot to lie at Beckingham and 
Claypole, and some troops within 
two or three miles of Newark, 
to hold them in. Yesterday, the 
Governor of Newark commanded 
aU shops in the town to be shut, 
and all the townsmen to .guard 
the works, most whereof are very 
wUling thereunto. Their soldiers 
run daily from them as they can 
get opportunity. We have now 



sent two regiments of foot to Beckingham and Broughton, within three miles of Newark. Our horse 
hes between Newark and Belvoir, and will prevent all relief on this side of the Trent to that town. 
Newark now expects a siege. If we have time to ' sot' upon it, by God's blessing I hope we shall 
give a good account." The letter is signed " Will Goode." 

The Court Mercury, printed by T. Forcet for the Parliamentarians, says, under date Friday, 23rd 
August : " We have received intelligence that some of the Earl of Manchester's forces were before 
Newark on Monday last, and that the enemy issued forth, but were bravely beaten in again with much 
loss, and that the Earl of Manchester with more forces is advancing towards them." The Earl, however, 
did not continue the advance, and one of the charges brought by Cromwell against him was that he 
had not, on coming from York to Lincoln, taken advantage of the comparative weakness of the town at 
that time to secure it for the Parliament. Scout-mas terGeneral Watson deposed that propositions 



t Cal. of State Papers Domestic, 1644, P- i33- + Printed for Tliomas Underbill, at thej".Bible," in Wood Street, 1644. 
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were made to the Earl to quarter his foot about Newark and to build a fort at Muskham Bridge, but 
that his lordship expressed great unwillingness to do so and spoke slightingly of the committee for com- 
manding him that way. General Ireton declared that when the Earl in July marched from York to 
Lincoln, if he had speedily advanced against Newark he might have taken the town, and that owing to 
the Earl's neglect in not doing so a greater force was obliged to be left behind to secure the country. 
Col. John Pickering stated that the Earl, as soon as he came to Doncaster in his return from York, 
23rd July, had intelhgence from Newark of the weak estate of that garrison, and of the fears that op- 
pressed them when (news came of) the good success before York, many of them removing themselves 
and goods for fear of a present siege, likewise of the great divisions there were amongst the garrison, aad 
particularly of the differences between the Governor of Newark and Sir John Digby. While the Earl 
lay at Doncaster with his army for eight days, Cromwell, Ireton, and himself (Pickering), upon con- 
sideration of these advantages, moved the Earl several times to march immediately to Newark, but 
could not prevail on him to do so.|| Lieut. -General Hammond also stated that in his opinion, if the 
Earl had speedily advanced, Newark might have been blocked up. Lieut.-Col. Nathaniel Rich said 
the Earl did at all debates at which he was present earnestly oppose and endeavour to refute all 
considerations offered tending to attempt anything upon Newark. Mrs. Hutchinson attributes the 
Earl's mistake to the greediness of some of the officers and their plots to " seize on the rewards of an- 
others' labours," and says, " God seeming angry at their ill use of mercy, caused the Earl of Manchester 
to be called back into the south when he was going to have besieged Newark, and so that town, with 
the petty garrisons at Wiverton, Shelford, and Belvoir, were still left for further exercise to 
Nottingham." 

Before these events transpired, a change had been made in the governorship of Newark, Sir Richard 
Byron (who had been called to other service — he fought at the great battle of Marston MoDr, July 3rd, 
1644) having been succeeded by Sir Richard Willis. J This gentleman was the son of Richard Willis, of 
Horningsey and Fen Ditton, co. Cambridge, and both he and his brother Thomas were created Baronets 
by King Charles. Sir Richard was Colonel of a regiment of horse- and Colonel-General of the counties of 
Lincoln, Nottingham, and Rutland. Under his direction, in October, 1644, the town sheltered Sir 
Thomas Glemham with 21 colours of horse and dragoons. f Glemham's movements were being watched 
by Cromwell, and despatches were also sent to the Earl of Manchester, directly the Royalist commander 
left the town, to unite with other forces against him near Banbury. The committee of both 
kingdoms advised that Grantham should be fortified and garrisoned, " whereby provisions (for 
Newark) in a great part, might be intercepted, and the county better secured from their incursions." 

These " incursions" troubled the Parliamentarians continually. The " Parliament Scout," for 
instance, states that in September, 1644, a body of Royalists from Newark dashed into Sleaford, 
where three troops of cavalry had been left as a garrison by Cromwell. They were 300 in number, and 
appear to have entered the town without opposition, and to have caused great alarm for the safety of 
Boston. They did not, however, attempt to attack the Sleaford garrison, then in the old Palace, the writer 
of the " Scout" saying, " They would fain have outed our party from Sir Robert Carr's house and pos- 
sessed themselves of it, but upon view they thought it not good to attempt it, and so returned to their 

II state Papers Domestic, T644-1;, p. i^;!, et seq. 
{ In the "Memoirs of Prince Rupert," it is stated that Sir Richard Willis was installed by the Prince after the raising of 

the siege. 
t Cal. S.P.D., 1644-5, P- 2- 
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old quarters." Yet, either during this raid or another similar one, the RoyaUsts from Newark surprised 
some of the ParUamentary troops in their beds at Sleaford, and carried them off in triumph to head- 
quarters.f 

A good deal of correspondence took place between the Committee of Parhament and their officers 
as to the best way of dealing with the common enemy at Newark, and on November 25th, 1644, the com- 
mittee reported that " by the good success of the forces under Colonel Rossiter, against the enemy in 
Belvoir and Newark, those places are in some measure straitened so that the latter place will not be 
able to spoil the country or recruit on that side Trent, and if they were straitened on the north side the 
country there would be preserved, their recruits hindered, and they enforced to live on their own stores, 
besides the place rendered more fit for further attempt when the season suited, "f The Parliamentary 
leaders, realising that so powerful a stronghold as Newark must be a constant menace to their cause, 
the committee of Nottingham were urged to draw out as many horse as they could spare, and quarter 



them as near Newark ,as they 
could. Lord Fairfax was re- 
quested to spare a regiment, and 
Sir John GeU was instructed to 
send reinforcements. The com- 
mittee wrote, " the consequence 
of the blocking up of Newark, 
and the benefit of taking it, if 
that could be effected, is so great 
and so evident that we need add 
nothing further to you concerning 
it." Writing on Jan. 25th, 1645, 
Fairfax reported that he had sent 
1 100 horse and dragoons. His 
Lordship had previously described 
it as " the only considerable 
Royalist garrison in this part of 
the kingdom, and the receptacle 



of all flying forces," and had 
pointed out that it was " very 
strong, well manned, and provided 
for divers months." || 

The statement that the town 
was relieved by the daring bravery 
and ingeiiuity of Sir Marmaduke 
Langdale* has hitherto rested 
mainly upon two authorities. 
First, there is the picturesque 
and detailed account attributed 
to an officer who accompanied 
the expedition, quoted in Bailey's 
"Annals of Notts." (vol. II., 
732). This narrative describes a 
fight with General Rossiter at 
Melton Mowbray on Feb. 25th, 
and goes on to state that after beating him off they advanced to Newark, and by a united 
movement with the garrison kept the enemy occupied at one point while the foot with the wagons 
entered the town, and plentifully relieved it, so " finishing what they came for without much fighting." 
The other authority is the little history by Mr. Savage which Dickinson quotes, though in a foatnote 
he does not express a very high opinion of the value of it. This account is similar to the other, and 
describes how Sir Marmaduke's men supplied the town with provisions and arms while the garrison 
with a section of the relieving forces kept the enemy warmly engaged. It says : — " The King's 
forces drew up before the enemies' works on the south side of the town, at a place called the 
Queen's Sconce, where they remained several hours before they got any intelligence from the gar- 

t Associated Architectural Societies' Reports, Vol. VII., p. 89. { Cal. S.P.D., 1614-5, P- Ui- il Ibid, p. 171. 
* Son of Peter Langdale, of Pig HiU, near Beverley, Knighted 1628. Chiefly distinguished as a cavalry commander. Fought 
at Marston Moor with the northern horse ; defeated Gen. Rossiter at Melton Mowbray, Feb. 25th, 1644; raised the siege 
of Pontefract. March ist. ; fought at Naseby and elsewhere ; was captured in 1648 ; escaped from Nottingham Castle, and 
went abroad. Charles II. created him a Peer, but the title became extinct in 1777. — Vide Diet, of Nat. Biog. 
5 From an engraving in the possession of Mr. Ashley K. Maples, of Spalding. 
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rison what means they were to take for the relief of the town. No news arriving before evening, and 
the night being very dark, some regiments of foot were ordered to make a circuit round the town by 
the east side, and so on by the north till they got opposite the castle and near to the river. This 
they did without any alarm, and the garrison were not less surprised than the enemy to observe this in 
the morning. Taking advantage of the consternation this occasioned amongst the besiegers, the 
Governor made a sally with all the men he could spare. They divided into two parts, and while one 
joined their friends they spied beyond the river, the other fell on the flank of the body who were facing 
the grand party of the King's troops. While these were warmly engaged, the other division who had 
joined a part of the garrison got all the provisions and arms which were brought for them without 
difficulty into the town." 

In quoting these accounts, which tally in their main details, in the " Annals," we drew attention to a 
serious discrepancy in the dates, one writer describing the relief as taking place in February, and the other 
stating that it was " in the summer." We also noticed it as strange that neither authority mentioned who 
was in charge of the besieging force. In the light of what has since been printed in the State Papers, we have 
no doubt Sir Marmaduke was sent on a relieving mission northwards, and passed through and assisted 
Newark on his way ; but the detailed particulars supposed to be given by an officer, and quoted by 
Baile}^ are from the " Memoirs of a Cavalier," attributed to Defoe, and re-published at Newark in 1782. 
This graphic work of fiction, founded on fact, before its authorship was more generally known was 
frequently cited as an historical authority ; and so closely does it follow the lines of genuine history 
in many of its particulars, that it is not surprising such should have been the case. In this instance, 
the fact of there being a fight on Feb. 25th, 1645, between Sir Marmaduke and General Rossiter at 
Melton Mowbray, in which the latter was defeated, is incontrovertible. J The " State Papers" show 
that on Feb. 27th it was reported to the Committee of both Kingdoms that " Sir Marmaduke, with 
1500 horse, was upon Sunday last at Melton Mowbray, but for what design was not known." These 
Col. Rossiter had attacked, but had been beaten off. On March 3rd it was reported that " there are 1500 
horse under Sir Marmaduke gone towards Newark," and Col. Rossiter was instructed to go after them, 
" taking especial care of the country about Newark, that it may be preserved from the plundering and 
spoil of that and other Royalist garrisons."* Notwithstanding Rossiter's attentions. Sir Marmaduke 
went successfully forward and raised the siege of Pontefract. He appears to have moved with great 
rapidity, and to have been well in advance of the reports made to the Committee about him. It was 
March 3rd when the advance to Newark was reported, but as a matter of fact he was in the town on 
Feb. 26th, the day after the skirmish at Melton Mowbray. What really happened on his entry into 
Newark, whether he had to fight or slipped in quietly, there is no information except from the sources 
above referred to.§ All we know is that he did not regard the relief of Newark as involving any action 
worthy of mention, for in the modest account which he sent to Prince Rupert on his return from Pon- 
tefract, and which is dated Bingham, 6th March, Sir Marmaduke says, " We are now at Bingham, and 
intend to march on towards Shrewsbury. . . For the success of our march it hath been prosperous 
beyond expectation. We routed Rossiter's forces at Melton Mowbray, and drove the Yorkshire forces 
from Kelford to Doncaster, and from thence to Pontefract, where we had a sharp and long conflict with 
them, but God gave us the victory."! He says nothing of any skirmish at Newark on his entry, or of 
the relief of NorweU House, in which the garrison assisted (as they did also at Pontefract), probably 

I Diet. Nat. Biog. * Cal. of State Papers Domestic, 1644-;. f Memoirs of Prince Rupert, III., 68. 

§ The Perfect Diurnall says " Langdale hath conveyed some provisions into Newark." 
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regarding neither local incident as of sufficient moment to be included in the succinct summary he 
sent to the Prince. 

The Mercurius Aulicus, communicating intelligence from March 2nd to March gth, 1644-5, under 
date March 3rd, gives an interesting account of the way in which the Newarkers defended the house at Nor- 
well. It says : " And there is an infant garrison also doth bravely, for its age, we mean Mr. Lee, his house, 
at Norwell, which no longer since than Monday night last, the rebels from Retford intended to garrison, 
and for that purpose, having got 200 foot from Lincoln, marched thither hastily, but were prevented by 
the brave men of Newark, who immediately before had put in 60 musketeers, commanded by Lieut. - 
Col. Kirby and young Captain Lee. As soon as it was day next morning. Col. Thornaugh summoned 
the house, and being resolutely denied, made a hasty assault, but was so well beat off by the gallant 
defenders that he left 28 men dead before the house, besides many wounded." The same publication 
contains, under March 8th, a letter to Prince Rupert, signed, " Gam Dudley," dated " Newark, this 

4th of March, 1644(5)," containing their admired champion, they 

particulars of the several victories ^ iiiTf ffH ti f iiii ^^ instantly deserted the attempt 

which it had pleased God to grant / j^^^^^^^b; \ ^^^ retreated in great disorder 

to Sir Marmaduke Langdale since / M \^. \ ^''^'^° Retford (they must have 

he began his march northward. / M'^^ ^ '&B \ returned shortly afterwards, ac- 
The writer says : — On Wednes- / m '' -1 ""' HK \ cording to the previously quoted 

day, 26th Feb., we advanced 4 / •^: f _ ^Hi \ account, with the results already 

miles beyond Newark, at which 



time the enemy, with some foot 
from Lincoln, Welbeck, and some 
other adjacent garrisons, and 
eight regiments of horse and one 
of dragoons, had besieged Norwell 
House, a garrison holden by 
Newark forces some miles from 
town, but having gained in- 
telligence of our advance and 
success had against Rossiter, 
Doncaster" and thence to Pontefract. 




specified). Thursday, 27th Feb., 
Sir Richard Willis, the Governor 
of Newark, assisted us with 400 
foot and 400 horse, under the 
conduct of his Lieut. -Governor, 
which joined to us, we marched 
that night beyond Tuxford, not 
disturbed either in march or 
quarters by any enemy. The 
next day, being Friday, the 
28th, we advanced towards 
On March 2nd, Sir Marmaduke started back for Newark, 



SIR M. LANGDALE 



where he took up his quarters, . having, it is stated, during his expedition covered 114 miles in 
six days, and won two battles. The victory before Pontefract cost his Majesty 16 men's lives, 
" Col. RoUeston, Lieut.-Governor of Newark, being wounded with a cut in his face," and the brave foot 
from Newark " particularly distinguished themselves by their gallantry." On leaving Newark, news 
reached Lord Fairfax that Sir Marmaduke Langdale was marching to Cheshire towards Sir William 
Brereton, and the committee directed the forces of Lincoln and Notts, to be sent to the assistance of 
that officer. In their despatch to Col. Rossiter, on March the i8th, they say, however, " the forces 
of Sir M. Langdale being now marched far from you, we think it not necessary that you now march 
after him as we hope that work wiU be done by other forces. We desire you now that other forces are 
on the march from these parts to take especial care of the country about Newark that it may be pre- 



From an engraving in the possession of the Author. 
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served from ths plunderings and spoils of that and other Royalist garrisons, and they be not suffered 
to march towards any parts of the Eastern Association to disquiet and alarm them."* 

However much they might take " especial care," the Parliamentarians could not escape the on- 
slaughts of the Newarkers, who were irrepressible and often irresistible. A publication entitled, " The 
General Account of the Proceedings in Parliament,"t March 31st, 1645, says, " Though Cambridgeshire 
be secure, of Lincolnshire they have many fears. The Newarkers give often alarms upon the bor- 
ders, and have come near these parts about Ely to plunder, and therefore the committee have taken 
care to draw a strong party that way in case Rupert, or Marmaduke Langdale should move that way, 
and have 20,000 men well armed." Another pamphlet of the period says : " Apr. 19, 1645. A party 
of his Majesty's forces from Newark took the fort at Nottingham bridge by a scarlado, taking some 
fifty rebels in it, besides an ensign, and ten others killed and drowned, 300 horses, 200 arms, and five 
pieces of ordnance. This fort they held about 11 days, and then quitted without any loss." This is 
evidently the assault described by Mrs. Hutchinson, but the dates do not tally, for she says it took place 
on a Lord's day in May, 1645. Another paper of April 26th, i645,§ gives some further particulars of 
this gallant capture of the Trent Bridge at Nottingham, when the Newarkers struck terror into the 
Nottingliam garrison, and made Col. Hutchinson have fears for the security of the town, though he did 
not doubt he could defend the Castle. The writer says : " On Tuesday, April 22nd, 1645, Col. Hut- 
chinson, Governor of Nottingham, being at the doore of the House of Commons, was called into the 
said House, where he informed the House that upon Lord's day last about 1600 of the Newark horse 
violently stormed the bridge within cannon shot of Nottingham, put all the souldiers which were therein 
to the sword, except three who swam over the river ; that the said bridge is of so great concernment 
that the town is in great danger to be lost, especially if the fort between it and the bridge should be 
taken, which was yet kept ; further adding that although the town itself should be lost, yet he doubted 
not to maintain the castle maugre the enemy. And according to his instruction and command, the 
said Colonel advanced this day towards Nottingham to his charge, and the further consideration of 
the safety of the town was referred to the Committee of both Kingdoms." The same publication says : 
" The Newark horse, since they took the Trent Bridge fort, with the two drakes and ammunition therein, 
and killed 30 of our men that were in it, have done much mischief to adjacent towns thereabouts, 
. . and particularly at Bridgeford, where they did not only plunder the inhabitants, but carried 
away every man prisoner that they found in the town. Six of them fled into the church, thinking 
thereby to save themselves, but they brake open the Church doors, and brought them away prisoners. 
. . . The Nottingham forces are resolved to use all means for regaining the Trent fort, and for 
the curbing of the Newarkers." 

In the constant battles between Newark and their enemies around frequent and futile efforts were 
made to surround the town. In May it was thought that the King would come to Newark amongst 
his loyal adherents, but instead of that he took up a position before Leicester, which he attacked. Fair- 
fax hastened from Oxford to retrieve the loss, and met the royal forces at Naseby, where, on the 14th 
of June, 1645, the great battle was fought which shattered the King's prospects. The Newark Cavalry 
were present at the engagement, and fought gallantly, but without avail, for the Royalist cause. 

It was to Newark — the best place remaining to the King — that many tired and dusty troopers 
rode direct from the fatal field. Unlike many Royalist centres, Newark was growing daily stronger 

* Cal. of S.P.D., 1644-5, P- 355- + Loudon, printed by R. Austin for R. H. 

§ "A Perfect Declaration," etc., printed for Tlios. Bates, at tfie Maiden's Head, Snow Hill. 
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instead of weaker. The Committee of both Kingdoms were well aware of this. Writing to the Com- 
mittee at York, July i6th, 1645, they say, " We are informed that the garrison of Newark is grown 
very numerous and strong, and that if there be not present course taken to prevent it, they will be able 
to take the field, and be very dangerous to those parts. We, therefore, recommend it to you that some 
of your forces be appointed to block up Skipton, Bolton, and Sandall (castles), while the rest may be 
sent towards Newark, to join with the forces of those parts in straitening that garrison, and so disabling 
them from bringing in provisions during this harvest time."j! The Committees of Stafford, Derby, 
and Notts, were asked to send what forces they could spare to besiege Newark, it being pointed out 
that it had lately grown to greater strength by the accession of forces from reduced places, and that 
if only it could be reduced, " all the small garrisons would fall of themselves." In the manuscripts 
preserved at Welbeck Abbey is a letter from Lincoln, dated August 4th, 1645, in which Robert Mar- 
shall, Mayor, and Thomas Lester, sheriff, inform Lenthall " of the great and growing strength of the 
forces of Newark, compared with the weakness of the Parliament forces in Lincolnshire, and pointing 
out how difficult it will be to reduce Newark unless it be speedily set on before they shall have oppor- 
tunity to get in their harvest." They urge that a considerable force may be sent at once to assist in 
the reduction of the town.f The House so far followed the advice here given as to communicate with 
Francis PieiTepont at York, and that officer promised to advance upon Newark when he had settled 
with his enemies in the cathedral city. A scheme was drawn up by the Committee of War at York for 
sending a thousand horse, but nothing came of it, there being much discontent amongst the Yorkshire 
troopers through their pay being so largely in arrear. 

Meanwhile the Newark soldiers continued their assaults on the enemy with unabated vigour. The 
following details, gleaned mainly from newspapers of the period, indicate their activity : — 

June 18. A party from Newark, commanded by Captain Wright, routed 200 of the rebel horse at 
Riby, in Lincolnshire, slew their commander-in-chief. Lieutenant Col. Harrington, with some others, 
and took fifty prisoners, with their horses and arms. 

July 16. A party from Newark surprized Welbeck House, took 200 prisoners in it, three pieces of 
cannon, and above 300 arms.f 

" Out of Lincolnshire" (says the Mercurius Verdicus, July, 1645) " it is certified that the party of 
Newarkers are returned back to Newark, and by the activity and care of Major Gen. Poynz, who kept 
his forces in the field to attend their motion, they have failed of their design in falling upon our forces 
in Yorkshire. The truth is that they wanted that strength which we feared they had, for wee heare 
that not above eighty came thither from Carlile, the rest that were in that garrison falling off in that 
long march, and getting to their own homes. Col. Rosciter, with 1500 horse, may impede the Earl of 
Northampton joyning with the Newarkers, who we hear is again abroad with a small brigade, which 
would be a very good peece of service, for if the Newarkers should grow strong, we should soon hear 
of them in Yorkshire." 

" The Newarkers have stragled far ; they took a man out of his house not far from Rockingham, 
and for making a little resistance fired part of his house."§ 



M 



, State Papers Domestic, 1645-7, P- i3- t Historical MSS. Commission, xiii. Report, part I., Appendix, p. 238. 

t The Kingdom's Weekly Intelligencer says " it was surprised by the Newarkers by the treachery of a corporal then upon 

guard." 
§ The Moderate Intelligencer, July, 1645. 
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" From Lincolnshire we are advertised that the ever valiant and worthy Commander, Col. Ros- 
siter, hath fallen upon a partee of the Newarkers who were scouting about the country, taken Sir Henry 
de Line, his eldest son, Sir Richard Willis, Governor of Newark, his Major, six other gentlemen, and 24 
horse."|! 

August ist. A party from his Majesty's forces at Newark took Tawksey (Torksey) House in Lin- 
colnshire by a scarlado, and in it 140 prisoners, and about eight of the garrison slain, and but two men 
on his Majesty's part. Shortly afterwards, the Newark party marched as far as Rarton-on-Humber, 
and there took Sir Alexander Hope, a Scot, with his two brethren, and some other considerable pri- 
soners, with a good booty in money and jewels, and brought them safe to Newark. 

On August T2th, an ordinance of the T..ords and Commons was passsd " for the speedy raising of 
money in the Eastern Association and other adjacent counties, for the maintenance of the forces to be 
employed in reducing the garrison of Newark," which money was to be repaid out of the estates of delin- 
quents in their several counties. Considerable sums were levied, Norfolk being assessed at £2187 and 
Essex {2088, but Derby only £159, and Lincoln £640.* About the same time news reached the Com- 
mittee that the King was marching to Newark, with about 3000 horse and dragoons, and would pro- 
babty arrive on August 13th. Urgent messages were therefore sent to the Committees of adjoining 
counties to concentrate troops at such points as Sir John Gell, who was appointed to command in chief, 
should direct, it being pointed out that " the great numbers of the Newark garrison, supplemented by 
those forces now come hither with the King, may enable them to attempt something which rriay disorder 
our affairs." The Earl of Leven and the Committee with the Scotch army, were also communicated 
with ; and there is a letter from Speaker Lenthall thanking them for having on the march of the King 
towards Newark caused 8 regiments of horse, one of dragoons, and 500 mounted musketeers " to pursue 
and attend the King's motions." It was thought a change^n^iis Majesty's plans would prevent him 
coming to the town, as the following indicates : — 

August i6th, Welbeck. George Lord Digby to Prince Rupert. " I think it my duty to give your Highness the following account 
of His Majestys present condition and resolutions. In our march between Cardiff and Lichfield there was nothing worth 
relating, but the great good fortune to pass so near the Scotch army as we did, after so tedious a march in Wales, and 
that we should come so far without the least show of an enemy in our rear. The day that I made my last despatch to 
you from Bridgnorth we marched to Lichfield, where it was consulted which way it were best for the King to march to 
Newark . . and it was concluded as well in regard to the plague's extreme raging at Ashby (de-la-Zouch) as to avoid 
the prejudice that our horse might do to the Newark quarters, that our best course was to march on the north side of 
Trent and so to Welbeck ; and from thence His Maj esty to make a step to Newark, convoyed by Sir Richard Willis's horse, 
leaving his own quartered in Derbyshire. Accordingly we marched on Tuesday to Tutbury, on Wednesday to Ashborne 
in the Peak, in which day's march some of the Derby and Stafford horse fell on our rear, but were repulsed with loss ; 
on Thursday we advanced to Chatsworth, and on Friday hither to Welbeck, where His Majesty, being very fortunately 
met by all the northern gentlemen from Newark, and with intelligence of great disorders among the rebel forces in York- 
shire, it was thought very unfit to lose any time upon His Majesty's going to Newark, but unanimously resolved this day 
that to-morrow we should advance to Doncaster, where we intend to stay a day or two until we get up our recruits from 
Newark." 

The letter goes on to say they expected to recruit 1000 men for whom they should have spare arms from 
Newark, and with some 600 or 700 foot from Newark and Welbeck, they should march from Doncaster 
with 3500 horse and weU nigh 2000 foot, the next station at which to perfect their levies being Ripon.f 

II The Kingdom's Weekly Intelligencer, No. 108, July, 1645. * Cal. of State Papers Domestic, 1645-7, P- 57- 

t State Papers Domestic, 1645-7, P- 7i- 
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On August 17th, " from our court at Welbeck," the King issued a proclamation of grace and pardon 
to all such of the county and city of York as should return to their allegiance, and then went to Doncas- 
ter, but turning suddenly south again, reached Newark on August 21st. In the churchwardens' ac- 
counts is this entry under that date : — " To ye ringers at Mr. Maior's appointment at ye King's coming 
to town, vs." The next day he issued the following order to Sir Richard Willis for the better supply 
of the garrison with provisions :* — 

Whereas it is most necessary for our service and the preservation of this our Garrison that it bee plentifully provided with 
come and elII other \'ictualls, the better to be defended against the violence of the Rebells, Our expresse pleasure and com- 
mand to you therefore is that you use yr utmost power and diligence in causing great quantities of come to bee brought 
in out of the countrie within yr command, and to bee kept in magazines for the use of the owners and the supply of the 
place when there shall bee occasion, it beinge as well for the owners good to have it safe, and for which they shall receive 
eyther satisfaction or have hberty to dispose of it for theere own advantage. Herein wee expect you should employ yr utmost 
diligence and for . . 22 Augt. To Sir R. Wilhs, Gr. of Newarke, and to the Comrs. of the severall counties there 

resident. (Dated 22 Aug., 1645.) 




not without disorder ; the forces 
he had taken out of Newark he 
sent back thither again, the King 
with the rest going to Bever 
Castle, from whence he took his 
march southwards to Hunting- 
don." A further letter says the 
King's forces went north as far as 
Ferrybridge, and returned by 
Newark to Huntingdon, where 
they were 4000 strong. His 
Majesty appears to have left 
Newark on the 22nd, having the 
day before issued the following 
order to Sir R. Willis :I|— 



An explanation of the reasons 
which induced his Majesty to 
abandon his march northwards 
is given in a letter from the 
Mayor of Newcastle to Sir Henry 
Vane, in which he says, " the 
sum of the express (from David 
Leslie) was this, that the King 
was not so strong as was con- 
ceived ; that when he came to 
Doncaster he had not above 2000 
horse in aU ; that upon hearing 
of LesMe's approach, together 
with the northern forces, such a 
terror took hold of his men that 
they immediately retired back, 

Our pleasure is that you cause it to be published to-morrow momeinge in the Garrison that wee doe Command all persons 
whatsoever that came with us hither not to stay behind us. but to march away with us, uppon payne of beemge presently 
expelled the towne. Given, &c. 

To Sir R. WilUs, Govr. of Newarke, &c. 

Lord Digby writes, " The Scots joining with aU the rebel forces of the north, obUged us to retreat to 
Newark, and thence we went to Huntingdon," where they arrived on August 25th. 

The garrison, encouraged by the visits of the monarch they served so devotedly, continued 
their raids. In September the Earl of Warwick sent " 800 good horse of the Association and 400 horse 
of Major Gibbs' regiment to keep in the Newarkers," and as a measure of precaution against dissatis- 
faction on his own side, caused a fortnight's pay to be sent with them, " lest for want of pay they should 
take occasion to disband." Their presence doubtless stimulated the Newarkers to strengthen their 

* ■' Nottinghamshire Manuscripts in the possession of Mr. James Ward," edited by John T. Godfrey, p. 15. 
^ II Ibid, p. 14. 
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defences, and houses which stood in the way of increasing the fortifications were removed, as the fol- 
lowing entry in the Corporation Minute Book shows : — 

23rd Sept., 1645. Whereas there is a small tenement, consisting of two bayes of building, lately erected upon the town's land, 
at Milne Gate, and near the river of Trent, by Thomas Waite, deceased, which said tenement is, by order of the general 
and commissioners, appointed to be taken downe for the strengthening and better fortifying of the bulworks there, we, 
therefore, the Mayor and Aldermen of the town of Newark, whose names are subscribed, doe hereby authorise and appoint 
James Waite, executor of the last will and testament of the said Thomas Waite, his father, to take down the said tenement, 
and the same to re-edifie upon some part of the ground belonging to the Corporation, soe soone as the same may or can 
be done with conveniency. 

Witness our hands and common scale the day and year above written. 

Ed. Standish, Mayor. 
John Standish. 
Lancelot THOMtsoN. 
Thos. Tresse. 
John Johnson. 
Thomas Hancke. 
Thomas Smith. 

Early in October news came that the King was again on his way to Newark, and on the 4th of the 
month he reached the town, where he was most loyally received. On Oct. 4th, Sir John Gell, writing 
to the Speaker from Derby, says " The King with some 2000 horse in his army, whereof 1500 fighting 
men, has this day passed our garrison, about 8 miles distant, and so for Newark. The most now that 
are in his army are Irish. Those who have any religion in them at all run away, whereof we have two. 
There are now commanders with the King Gen. Gerard, Sir M. Langdale, Sir William Vaughan, and 
now the Lord of Loughborough. There is no other commander of note with him."!| On Oct. 6th, the 
King wrote " from our Court at Newark" to Sir Gervase Lucas, governor of Belvoir Castle, requesting 
htm to provide accommodation for Gerard's horse, consisting of about 300. f The Committee 
of Parhament were on the alert, and the same day sent orders to General Poyntz to follow the 
King, " both to prevent his plunder of the country, and to hinder his recruiting." Sir H. Vane, jun., 
describes his Majesty's force as " tattered and tired ;" and in a further letter to Poyntz the Committee 
say, " We have certain inteUigence that the King is about Newark, and by his own letters which were 
intercepted we know he intends to put his horse into the garrisons thereabouts for some time. If our 
forces come up he might find some difficulty to get them together again."J Clarendon enters at length 
into the reasons which induced his Majesty to come here instead of Worcester, and attributes the action 
of the King to the urgent advice of Lord Digby, who did not wish him to meet Princes Rupert and Mau- 
rice, and whose credit was so great that his counsel was followed contrary to the opinion of every other 
man. 

On Oct. 5th Digby wrote to Lord Byron, " His Majesty is advanced as far as Newark ;" and his 
reasons are very different to those assigned by Clarendon, for he says, " We hope it will have the wished 
result of drawing the rebels great body of horse from the Welsh side of Chester." In a further letter he 
gives other considerations which constrained his Majesty in this dark hour of his fortunes to tarry amid 
his Newark Cavahers. In a letter to Lord Jermyn on Oct. loth, he says, " We rest about Newark, the 
unlikeliest place to be besieged, and the strongest if it be, and from whence the King may not be hin- 
dered from marching away with his horse at any time."* Clarendon says, " When the King came to 
Newark, he betook himself to regulating the disorders of that garrison, which by their great luxury and 

II Hist. MSS., 13th Rept., App. I. (MSS. of the Duke of Portland) II., 280. 
t Cal. S.P.D., 1645-7, P- II4' J Ibid, p. 186. * MSS. of Duke of Portland, II.. 282. 
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excesses m a time of so general calamity had given just scandal to the Commissioners and to all the 
country. The garrison consisted of about 2000 horse and foot, and to those there were about four and 
twenty Colonels and general officers, who had all liberal assignments out of the contributions, according 
to their qualities ; so that though that small county paid more than any other of that bigness in Eng- 
land, there was very little left to pay the common soldiers, or to provide for any other expenses. This 
made so great a noise that the King found it absolutely necessary to reform it, and reduced some of the 
officers entirely and lessened the pay of others, which added to the number of discontented which was 
very much too numerous before." 

In a newspaper giving the news from the loth to the 17th of October, 1645,* are particulars of ar- 
rangements for the setting down of the Scotch army before Newark, and a statement that a letter had 
been received from Col. Rossiter concerning the King's being at Newark, of some encounters between 
him and the enemy, and a letter by him intercepted going from the King to Sir Gervase Lucas, Governor 
of Belvoir, in these words : — 

Charles R. Trusty and well beloved, we greet you well. Whereas we liave for the present thought fit to dispose our horse 
in these parts, whereby they may be ready for any service. Our pleasure and command therefore to you is that you im- 
mediately provide in that your garrison fit accomodations for Gen. Gerrard's horse, about 300, besides your own, and that 
you assist them in levying and bringing in of provisions for the supply both of horse and men out of the several town- 
ships alloted for their provisions during their stay with you. Herein we expect you shall employ your care and best dili- 
gence, and so we hid you farewell. From our Court of Newark, Oct. 6, 1645. 

The following letter was written by King Charles at Newark to Sir Edw. Nicholas :||— 

Newarke, 10 Oct., 1645. 
Nicholas — 

None of yours have yet miscarryed, haveing yesternight receaved your 14th letter : before this, I hope, Sr Tho. Glemham will 
be come to you, whom I have commanded to take particular care of purging Oxford of mutinus and disaffected persons ; 
least he should not be bould anufe, having yet but a verball com' and, I thinke fitt now, that you should show him tliis, 
under my hand, that my pleasure heerein be dewly executed, whomsoever it may concerne : As for your Ticket of Accom- 
modation, that I may understand it the better (for it yet seemes to me but an insignificant peece) I com'and you to send 
me the two Colonels Fox & Murray ; being possible that it may receave such illumination, by the illustration of circum- 
stances, as what hitherto seemes but a darke chaos, may break forth into a lactea vix, leading to peace. 

On Oct. 14th, Sir John GeU writes to the Speaker : " The King continues stiU about Newark, and 
makes a show of taking up his winter quarters there. He hath appointed the country people to come 
into Newark this day to be healed of the King's Evil." The practice of touching for this ailment pre- 
vailed from the reign of Edward the Confessor to that of Queen Anne, and it must have been a curious 
sight to see the scrofulous sufferers of the district gathering together in Newark, eagerly awaiting the 
touch of the royal hand, accompanied perhaps by a small gold or silver coin called a touch-piece, though 
it was little enough of silver or gold which his Majesty possessed in these anxious days. 

News arriving that Montrose had beaten David Leslie and marched towards the border with a 
strong army, the King decided to move northwards to join him, and after ten days stay at Newark, 
he proceeded to Tuxford and thence to Welbeck.J Here, to his dismay, he learnt there was no truth 
in the rumour, but that Montrose was retreating. Sending Digby in command, with Sir Marmaduke 
Langdale as his chief officer, and 1500 horse, to endeavour to join with Montrose, the King, with 
800 of his own horse guards and the troops belonging to Lord Gerard, marched back to Newark, f 

* A Continuation, etc. || Nicholas Correspondence. 

J Sir John Gell, writing on the 14th, says, " I have at this instant intelligence that most of the King's horse are gone to 

Tuxf ord-on-the-Clay . ' ' 
t In the churchwardens' accounts is this item : " Oct. 26th. For dressing ye churchyard when ye Kinge was in town, vid." 
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Digby met with defeat and disaster, and tlie King concluded, as Povntz had reached Nottingham, 
and Rossiter with all his forces was at Grantham, that it would not be safe to stay longer, 
but to retire to Oxford. " But before his Majesty can leave Newark," writes Lord Clarendon " he must 
undergo a new kind of mortification from his friends, much sharper than any he had undergone from 
his enemies, which without doubt he suffered with much more grief and perplexity of mind." Prince 
Rupert. wh(.i had swept down upon the enemies of Newark with his troops " like a whirlwind on the 
trees." when the towm was hard pressed, had determined to visit his Majesty to clear himself of the 



accusations levelled 
against him for the 
loss of Bristol. He 
had been charged 
with "a gross derelic- 
tion of duty" and 
" a mean action," 
and naturally such 
asj^ersions from the 
highest quarters were 
more than a brave 
soldier could bear 
without indignant 
protest. ^^'ith his 
brother ^laurice and 
about a hundred and 
twenty officers who 
attended him, he 
arrived at Belvoir 
Castle after lighting 
Rossiter on the way,§ 
and soon after, 
despite a message 
from the fving re- 
quiring him to remain 
at Belvoir, he came 
forward to Newark, 
Lord Gerard and Sir 
Ridiard WiUis meet- 
admitting any further 




THIi GuVliKNOR S HOUSE. 



discourse, and the Prince returned to the Governor's 



ing him about two 
miles from the town. 
Lord Clarendon 
writes : " About an 
hour after, with his 
train, he came to 
the Court, and found 
the Iving in the 
presence, and with- 
out ceremony told 
his Majesty that he 
was come to render 
an account of the 
loss of Bristol, and 
to clear himself of 
those imputations 
which had been cast 
upon him. The King 
said very little to 
him ; but meat being 
brought up, went to 
supper, and during 
that time asked some 
questions of Prince 
Maurice without say- 
ing anything to the 
other. After he had 
supped he retired to 
his chamber, wdthout 
house,* where he was 



§ Jujssiter, m lus despatch dated from Grantham, Oct. i6th, say.s ; " About noon on Wednesday, we Ut upon Pnnee Rupert, 
with Ins brother Maunce, the Lord MoUneu.x, the Lord Hawley, Sir WiUiam Vavasour, with' 300 in tlieir partv, near WaL 
tliam. Our forlorn hope skirmished with them, and upon my advancing to charge them they fairly faced about. We pur- 
sued them three miles to the walls of Belvoir, and lulled many, took prisoners a Major, three Captains, and about three score 
gentles and others, and six or seven score horses. They had no colours, but we took the Prince's trumpet and banner. The 
I\ing amused us as if he had been for the North, and moved towards Welbeck to draw us over Trent. I hear he returned 
to Newark on Tuesday with part ,jf his forces, and sent Sir M. Langdale with a party northward."— .1/5S. of Duke of Port- 
let :ii. II., 290. 

* The old house at the jur,ction of Stodman Street and the Market Place. 
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well treated and lodged. The King how displeased soever thought it necessary to hear what 
Prince Rupert would say, that he might with the more ease provide for his escape from thence, 
which it was high time to make. So he appointed the next day to hear his defence, which the Prince 
made with many protestations of innocence, and how impossible it was to defend the fort after the line 
was entered. His Majesty did not suspect his nephew to have any malicious design against his service, 
and had no mind to aggravate any circumstance which accompanied that action, and therefore after a 
day or two's debate, caused a short declaration to be drawn up by which Prince Rupert was absolved 
and cleared from any disloyalty or treason in the rendering of Bristol, but not of indiscretion."+ The 
differences, however, did not end here. The Governor and the Commissioners were (according to Cla- 
rendon) on such bad terms that the King thought it wise to remove the Governor from his ofhce, and 
sending for him (Sunday, Oct. 20th), offered to make him captain of his horse guards, at the same time 
telling him that he proposed to leave Lord Bellasis Governor of Newark, " who being allied to most of 
the gentlemen of the adjacent counties, and having a good estate there, would be more acceptable to 
them." Sir Richard was much troubled, and said his enemies would triumph at his removal, to which 
the King replied that a man could not be looked upon as disgraced who was placed so near his person. 
" So his Majesty went out of his chamber, and presently to the Church. When he returned from 
thence he sat down to dinner, the Lords and other of his servants repairing likewise to their lodgings. 
Before the King had dined, Sir Richard Willis, with both the Princes, the Lord Gerard, and about twenty 
officers of the garrison, entered into the presence chamber. WiUis addressed himself to the King, and 
told him that what his Majesty had said to him in private was now the public talk of the town, and 
very much to his dishonour. Prince Rupert said that Sir Richard Willis was to be removed from his 
government for no fault that he had committed, but for being his friend, and the Lord Gerard added 
that it was the plot of Lord Digby, who was a traitor, and he would prove him so. The King was so 
surprised with this manner of behaviour that he rose in some disorder from the table, and would have 
gone into his bedchamber, calling to Sir Richard Willis to follow him, who answered aloud that he had 
received a public injury, and therefore expected a public satisfaction. This, with what passed before, 
so provoked his Majesty that with greater indignation than he was ever seen possessed with he com- 
manded them to depart from his presence. The next morning passes were sent to them, and in the 
afternoon they left the town, being in all about 200 horse, and went to Wiverton, where they stayed 
some days, and thence to Belvoir Castle," from which place they sent to Parliament desiring passes 
to go beyond the seas. 

Other accounts agree in the main with Clarendon's vivid description, but fill in details with which 
his Lordship was unacquainted. Thus Pepys, in his " Diary," says, " My Lord Bellasis told us how the 
King, having newly put out Prince Rupert of his generalship, upon some miscarriage at Bristol, and 
Sir Richard Willis from his governorship of Newark, at the entreaties of the gentry of the country, and 
put in my Lord Bellasis, the great officers of the King's army mutinied, and came in that manner with 
drawn swords into the Market-place of that town, where the King was ; whereupon the King said, " I 
must horse,' and there himself personally, when everybody expected they should be opposed, the King 
came and cried to the head of the mutineers which was Prince Rupert, ' Nephew, I command you be 
gone.' So the Prince in aU his fury and discontent withdrew, his company scattered," and shortly 
after left the town, the King looking out of a window and weeping to see them as they went. 

J Clarendon's History, p. 473. 
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It was on the 2ist Oct. that the King and his nephews parted at Newark, and the statement that 
they went direct to Wi vert on does not tally with the evidence which the State Papers afford. The 
Editor of those papers for 1645-7, in his preface, says, " After the interview Rupert rode off from Newark 
back to Belvoir Castle, followed by about 200 officers and gentlemen, who now gave up the RoyaUst 
cause as hopeless, and determined to go beyond the seas." From Belvoir he went to Wiverton, and on 
the 29th, after some days' reflection, addressed a letter to ParUament, stating that along with his brother 
Maurice, Lord Hawley, Lord Gerard, Sir Richard Willis, and many officers and gentlemen of quaUty, 
he had determined to leave the kingdom, and asking for a pass either to enable them to go beyond the 
seas or to retire to their houses, " as shall be most to their conveniency." The appKcation was read 
in the Commons on Oct. 31st, and both Houses agreed to grant the passes desired. Thus, almost within 
sight of the spot where the King had first raised his standard of war, many of his ablest and bravest 
friends finally decided that they must lay down their arms. 



A new source of 
information anent this sad 
incident is a letter from 
Robert Hawley to Mrs. 
Boyle of Nov. 2nd. 
Writing from Belvoir, he 
says, " The truth in 
general was this. The 
Prince [Rupert] highly 
resenting the putting forth 
of the Governor, went 
with his brother Maurice, 
Lord Gerard, and many 
more gentlemen of quality, 
to the King, desiring to 
know the reason of this 
sudden alteration. The 
beyond seas. The particulars 



King gave little satisfac- 
tion to their demands. 
The Prince being much 
concerned in behalf of Sir 
Richard Willys, pressed 
very much for him, ac- 
counting the affront done 
to himself, though actually 
executed on the Governor, 
who is much the Prince's 
servant, which the Court 
very well knew. The 
Prince and Lord Gerard 
expressed themselves fully 
to the King, and at the 
same instant the Prince 
desired his pass to go 
I cannot tell now, being hastened by the messenger. "f 




THE BACK OF THE GOVERNOR S HOUSE. 
(Hardy's Yard). 



From this time forward we meet no more locally with the gallant Prince Ruj)ert, who had done 
so much for Newark in her time of need. But his association with this district is perpetuated by the 
interesting iact that an eminent and esteemed family in direct descent from him resides, and has long 
resided, within a few miles of the town, and participates in Newark affairs. When Prince Rupert died 
on 29th Nov., 1682, he left a daughter Ruperta, to whom, and to her mother, Mrs. Hughes, he made 
numerous bequests in his will amounting to more than half of his personal property. " Rupert's blood" 
(says his biographer) "is still continued through her hne in the family of Sir Robert Bromley."J Ru- 
perta, who was born in 1673, and died in 1740, married General Emmanuel Scrope Howe, son of Mr. 
John Howe, of Langar, and had issue William Howe, who took to wife Elizabeth, daughter and co- 
heiress of Mr. William Pauncefote. They had one child, Mary Howe, who married Sir George Smith, 
of East Stoke, Newaik, first baronet, who was connected with Baron Carrington's family. Their only 



t State Papers Domestic, 1645-7, p. 214. 



I Memoirs of Prince Rupert, III., 51 . 
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son. Sir Geoige, assumed by sign manual in 1778 the name of Bromley in lieu of his patronymic, and 
in 1787 printed a volume of original Royal letters, in the possession of the family, written by Charles 
the First and Second, James the First and Second, Prince Rupert, and other distinguished personages. 
Reference is made to these interesting letters in the Reports of the Royal Commissioners on Historical 
Manuscripts, which state that " this collection appears to have belonged to Prince Rupert, aad to have 
passed through his natural daughter, Ruperta, to her great-grandson, the late Sir George Bromley, of 
East Stoke, near Newark." There are two in French from Charles the First to Prince Rupert, con- 
taining many local references, and quoted in the " Annals of Newark." On the death of Sir George, 
his second son, Sir Robert Howe-Bromley, succeeded, and had a distinguished naval career, rising to 
the rank of an Admiral of the White. He died in 1857, and Sir Henry, who died on Saturday after- 
noon, Sept. 2ist, 1895, was his second son. He left by his first wife, Charlotte Frances Anne, daughter 
of Colonel RoUeston, an only son, Henry, who was president of the Newark Hospital, and died March 
nth, 1905. Sir Henry Bromley took considerable interest in the treasures in his possession at Stoke, 
which include portraits of Prince Rupert, Ruperta, the Queen of Bohemia, and a remarkable picture 
of three faces of Charles the First, representing him full face and in profile, a copy of which he gave 
to the Corporation of Newark, who have hung it in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall. The rehcs 
also include some rare jewels from the Orders worn by Prince Rupert, the Prince's signet ring of 
sapphire and diamonds with the letter R surmounted by a crown, several beautiful miniatures 
of the Stuarts, and a peach stone that Prince Rupert car\'ed with a head of James I. when 
he was an exile in Germany. He afterwards had it set in diamonds and emeralds, and wore it 
as the clasp of his hat. It is now just as it was when Prince Rupert wore it. Sir Henry married in 
1873 Adela Augusta, daughter of Mr. Westley Richards, of Ashwell, Oakham, and had four sons and 
one daughter — Robert, bom 1874, Maurice 1875, Arthur 1876, Herbert, and Esther. Sir Robert, the 
present Baronet, who was for two years honorary attache to the British Embassy at Washington, mar- 
ried on Feb. 24th, 1900, a daughter of Lord Pauncefote, the distinguished Ambassador to America, 
and so united again two branches of the family. When Lord Pauncefote died his remains were brought 
to this country by an American battleship, and are interred in Stoke churchyard.* The arms of the 
family are, quarterly per fesse, indented gules and or, crest a pheasant sitting proper ; motto, Pensez 
forte (think much). 

Sir Richard Willis, ex-governor of Newark, made his peace with the King. Dugdale says (April 
3rd, 1646), " This evening Sir Richard WiUis first kist ye Kinge's hands since his coming to Oxford, 
after ye difference at Newark." Sir Richard died in 1690, and was buried at Fen Ditton. His wife 
was Alice, daughter of Dr. Thomas Foxe, grandson of the martyrologist, and they had an only son Thomas, 
on whose death in 1701 the baronetcy became extinct. J 

Lord Belasyse, to whom the governorship of Newark was entrusted, in succession to Sir Richard 
Willis, was a man of great energy and bravery, with local associations that gave him considerable in- 
fluence in the district. He was the second son of Thomas, first Viscount Fauconberg, and had been 
raised to the peerage in 1644 as Lord Belasyse, of Worlaby, in the county of Lincoln. He had taken 
an active part in the campaign from its commencement, had supphed six regiments of horse and foot at 

* The monument bears this inscription : " To the dearly loved memory of the Right Honourable Juhan Baron Pauncefote, of 
Preston, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., first ambassador to the United States of America; born Sept. 13th, 1828 ; died at Washington, 
May 24th, 1902. ' Blessed are the peacemakers' (5 Matt., 9 v.)" 

I Royal Hist. Soc. Trans., V., 79. 
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his own expense, had fought at Edge Hill, Newbury, and Naseby, and had been present at the sieges 
of Reading and Bristol. He held property at the little village of Holme, near Newark, and owned a 
substantial residence there which had previously belonged to the family of Barton, from whom he in- 
herited it.* Under his efficient leadership the garrison was reorganised and preparations made to resist 
another and more formidable siege than any which the town had hitherto undergone. 

The following despatches show the preparations which were being made by the enemy for the final 

siege of the townf : — 

Thomas Sai.usbury and others to Gilbert Mxllington. 

1645, October 22. Nottingham. — " There is now a very great force of horse in our county with General Poynts to straighten 

Newark, but the extreme poverty of our miserably harassed country, which hath so long been under the power of so potent 

enemies, and been forced so often to entertain numerous forces for and against the Parliament will not admit of delay to 

be supplied from adjacent counties or otherwise." We therefore desire the House to afiord us speedy and seasonable 

assistance. 

Charles White to Gilbert Millington. 

1645, October 22. Southwell. — Asking him to solicit the Committee of both Kingdoms that if Newark shaU be besieged this 
time, a standing Committee may be appointed out of all the adjacent counties to superintend and provide for the army, 
and that it may be maintained by the counties of Derby, York, Leicester. Rutland, and Lincoln, and that what foot shall 
be designed for this service may be speedily sent, otherwise the country shall be consumed before the work is begun, and 
stating the impoverished state of the county and army. " The King and the Princes are yet in Newark. General Poynts 
lieth at Southwell with our horse and foot and some other horse of Yorkshire, Gloucester, and the London Brigade. Wel- 
beck is also straitened. Colonel Rosseter is now at Bingham. We cannot approach nearer Newark without foot." 

Colonel John Hutchinson, George Hutchinson, Charles White, and others, to Gilbert Millington. 

1645, October 26. Nottingham. — Enclosing a letter from General Poyntz, showing their extreme want of match and powder, 
and asking that some considerable quantity of this may be furnished, and also competent sums to recruit the loss of horses 
and arms in this present expedition, and also reminding him of their former desire that the adjacent counties might be 
speedily made to contribute to the maintenance of the forces met together in that county. Addressed " at the sign of the 
Pear in the httle Centrey at Westminster." 

The Committee of both Kingdoms, writing on Oct. 31st to the committees and governors adjacent to 
Newark, state, " The King is still in Newark, where he is watchfully blocked up, and with a sufficient 
number of foot added expeditiously, the reducing of that place might be an enterprise very feasible, 
the garrison being not very numerous, and great discontent prevailing amongst them."| After pointing 
out that the taking of the stronghold might put an end to these unhappy troubles, the Committee say 
that order is given for divers forces to march with all possible expedition. A Mr. Thompson seems 
to have visited the Committee to discuss the surrender of the town, and the Committee promptly in- 
structed Colonel Poyntz to offer favourable terms, but nothing came of it, and there is no evidence that 
Thompson, whoever he may have been,§ had any authority to negotiate. All the evidence points the 
other way — to a resolute determination to fight to the bitter end. The Committee, writing to Poyntz 
on Nov. 1st, say, " We know no more of this gent than what we learn from Major White's letter, and 
therefore desire you to take care that you be not by sharp practice brought into any danger under the 
pretence of a treaty. But if you find there may be any use made of him for the gaining of that place 

* The Bartons were a Nottinghamshire family. Thoroton tells us their ancestor, who had been a merchant of the staple, 
built a fair stone house at Holme, near Newark. One of them, who settled at Smethills in Lancashire and Rubarton, in his 
will, dated 1548, leaves ifi yearly of rents out of his land in Coddington, Carlton, Newark, and Muskham, to the free school 
in Wynwycke. Sir Thomas Barton married Christiana, daughter of William Cartwright, of Ossington, and by her he had 
an only daughter, Grace Barton, married to Henry, son and heir of Thomas Bellasis, dying v.p. in 1647. This gentleman 
left a son Thomas, who became first Viscount Faukenburg. — Vide " Visitations of Lancashire," 1538, p. 199. 
t MSS. of Duke of Portland, IL, 293. J Cal. S.P.D., 1645-7, P- 212- 

§ Launcelot Thompson was Mayor of Newark in 1637, and again in 164S. 
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(Newark), you shall proceed as you see cause. If you shall proceed with this to the town, you may 
promise them security for their persons and estates, and that either the fortifications shaU be slighted, 
and then there wiU be no need of any Governor, or if there be a garrison continued there the Governor 
shall be such a person as against whom there can be no just exception." This, however, is the last we 
hear of the matter. On Nov. 4th the Committee deplore the withdrawal of the Yorkshire horse, and 
tell the York Committee, " For want of your forces. Col. Poyntz is forced to retire to Nottingham." 
It was on the night of 3rd Novemberf his Majesty, accompanied by about 500 horse, left the shelter of 
the faithful town of Newark, intending to make his way as rapidly as possible to the equally loyal gar- 
rison of Oxford, which was holding out as bravely in the defence of his cause. Clarendon gives a graphic 
account of the King's departure from Newark. He says, " Order was given that all should be ready 
in the Market Place at ten o'clock at night (Nov. 3). By that time the horse were all there, and were 
in number between 400 and 500 of the Guards and of other loose regiments ; they were aU there put in 
order, and every man was placed in some troop ; which done, about 11 o'clock they began to march ; 
the King himself at the head of his own troop marched in the middle of the whole body. . . By three 
o'clock in the morning they were at Belvoir." In a pamphlet of the period is this entry : — " We were 
this date certified that it was thought the King got out of Newark the Monday night before our forces 
could begirt the town round. Several parties of the enemy were abroad at the same time, and gave 
the alarm to some of our quarters while that party in which his Majesty was escaped, but we took that 
night above fourty prisoners. Col. Rossiter quartering on the south side of the town, and Col. Gen. Poyntz 
on the north." On Nov. 6th, the Committee wrote to Poyntz saying they were informed the King had 
returned to Oxford. They desired him to send back the London horse, and to use the rest " to block 
up Newark." 

t Dugdale's Diary says : " Nov. 4. The King set out from Newarke, and 5 came to Oxford." 
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PART III. 



Cord Belaspse, 6ooernor. 



CHAPTER V. 



The Third and Last Siege — Mr. Twentyman's Notes — The Armies around Newark — Their Positions and 
Strength — The Great Charge on the County— Sharp Conflicts — Kxtracts from Newspapers and 
Pamphlets— A " Grsat Fight" — Scarcity of Money — Siege Pieces Struck — Corporation Plate Con- 
tributed — A Day of Fasting and Humiliation — Garrison Decline to Surrender^News from the 
King — His Majesty Arrives at Kelham — His Message to Lord Belasyse — Honourable Terms Submitted 
— The Plague — The Castle Dismantled — Incidents of the Siege. 




R. John Twentyman, who H\'ed through these turbulent times of strife and bloodshed, 
and whose manuscript account of what he saw at Newark we have quoted with so 
much confidence, says nothing of the rehef of the town by Sir Marmaduke Lang- 
dale. He counts the first brisk attack in 1641 as the first siege, the more vigorous 
attack under Sir John Meldrum as the second, and the final assault of the combined 
Scotch and English forces in 1645-6 as the third, which is quite correct. What he 
says is, " after Sir Richard Byron succeeded Sir Richard Willis to be governor, who for his misdemeanour 
was removed . The third and last siege was anno 1645(6). John Bellasis, now Lord Bellasis,* 

was governor. The King's army decaying, and not able to keep the field, many took themselves to 
the strongest garrisons, and there was built at the Spittal a very noble and strong work, which the 
townsmen kept, and built up a house of three or four bays of buildings in the middle of it. They called 
it the Royal Sconce, or else changed its name with that in my close, which in my time, when it was 
made, was called as before, the King's Sconce, and was later the Royal Sconce, this new one taking 
the old name from it. At the Mill Gate end, upon the south, abo-\-e Markhall Bridge, f there was 
another very noble work called the Queen's Sconce. The loyal townsmen kept the King's Sconce, 
and were formed into a regiment. My uncle, Edward Twentyman, was the eldest or first Captain of 
that regiment, and died of a gangrene which followed upon a cut on his toe a little before the 



* The name is spelt 



Bellasis " in most contemporary papers, but his Lordship signed himself " Belasyse.' 
f On the Farndon Road. 
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surrender. It was a strong garrison now, and kept off the enemy at a great distance from them. They 
were well provided for the siege, and were strongly beleaguered by the Scots and many more of the 
Parliament force." 

What led to this great gathering of hostile troops around Newark was the renewed determination 
of the Parliament to conquer and secure the town. In all parts disaster had befallen the Royalist cause. 
The Earl of Montrose was defeated in Scotland, Fairfax had relieved Taunton and stormed Bridge- 
water and Bristol, the royal troops in Cornwall who had hitherto held their own were dispersed, and 
of the remaining garrisons only Oxford and Newark possessed any strength. As Mr. Twentyman says, 
" the King's army were no longer able to keep the field," and all that remained for the victorious party 



to do was to secure, if 
possible, the King him- 
self, and to reduce 
Newark and Oxford. 
While Fairfax attacked 
the latter, a great army 
— or rather two armies, 
one English and one 
Scotch — gradually con- 
centrated around New- 
ark. The State Papers 
show how the forces 
were accumulated, and 
what importance Par- 
Uament attached to 
their action. The Com- 
mittee of both King- 
doms wrote on Oct. 
31st, 1645, " The King 
is still in Newark, where 
he is watchfully blocked 
up ; and with a sufficient 
number of foot added 
expeditiously, the re- 




LORD BELASYSE. 



ducing of that place 
might be an enterprise 
very feasible, the 
garrison being not very 
numerous, and great 
discontent prevailing 
among them. The tak- 
ing of this stronghold, 
especially at this time, 
will not only put an 
end to the plundering 
and spoil of the adj acent 
counties, and the fre- 
quent and chargeable 
alarms of the rest of 
the Association, but in 
all probability also put 
an end to these unhappy 
troubles. It is resolved 
to improve this oppor- 
tunity, and order is 
given to diverse forces 
to march with all 
possible expedition, the 



season being so'far advanced, for this service against Newark." As Lord Gerard wrote from Belvoir 
Castle, " Here are armies upon armies for Newark." 

As we have described in the previous chapter, the King, notwithstanding the watch kept upon 
his movements, had no difficulty in leaving the town ; but ere he left an effort seems to have been made 
to open up friendly negotiations with the Scots, with a view to secure their influence m His Majesty s 
behalf It is interesting to chronicle this incident here, for it shows that the King entertamed hopes 
of co-operation with his Scotch subjects, and it helps also to throw light upon the motives which ani- 
mated him when he finally decided, a few months later, to place himself in the hands of the Scots army 
before Newark On Oct. 15th a communication was read in the House of Lords from the Committer 
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of both Kingdoms at Berwick, enclosing a letter from Lord Digby to the Scotch generals, as follows : — 

To the right honourable the Earl of Leven, General, and the Earl of Calendar, Lieutenant General of the Scots forces now in 

England. 
My Lords, 

Having formerly written to your Lordships, by His Majesty's command, upon a subject highly importing the peace 
and happiness of all His Majesty's Dominions, I am again commanded to tell your Lordships that, in confidence of the good 
effects thereof. His Majesty is, through many difSculties, advanced hither to Newark, with a considerable body of horse, and 
doth earnestly desire that he may receive, with expedition, an answer to what was then proposed by. 

My Lords, 

Your Lordships most humble servant, 
Newark, Oct. 4, 1645. George Digby. 

The Committee reported to the House, on Oct. gth, that " a Trumpet came from Newark with this 
letter ; that it was opened at Northallerton by the General of the ArtiUery, who commands in chief 
there ; that he sealed it again, and sent the Trumpet, with a servant of his own, to the General, who, 
hearing what it was, would not open it till he sent for the Marquis of Argyle and the Earl of Lauderdale 
and Lanark. They immediately brought it to the Commissioners of the Parliament of England, and 
all of us resolved to sent it to your Lordships, to be by you communicated to both Houses. The General 
protests he never saw any other letter." Enclosed with this was Lord Leven's reply " to the commander 
in chief with the forces now with His Majesty," stating that no previous letter had come into his hands, 
but, if it had, he should have addressed it to the Parliaments of both kingdoms or their Commissioners, 
" as only capable of receiving and answering such propositions." At the same time a deposition sent 
from Nottingham reached the House as follows : — 

George Biggin, of Eakin (Eakring), informeth Mr. Hawden, of Tuxford, minister, that a Trumpet belonging to Col. Eyre, 
of Newark, passing through Tuxford on Sunday, the 5 th of this instant October, did, in the presence of the said Mr. Hawden, 
say and affirm that he was going with letters from His Majesty and from Sir Richard Willis, Governor of Newark, to General 
Leven, with hopes to bring him back with his army to Newark for the King, with as much joy as ever he did come for the 
Parliament : and Mr. Hawden did see two letters in the hand of the Trumpeter. And two Scotch gentlemen being at Tuxford 
with Mr. Hawden the same day, he did affirm to them that the King and General Leven had been long in treaty, and he did 
not doubt but it was effected, and that this letter would bring him ba.ck. 

Taken at Nottingham, in the presence of us, 

Fra. Thornhaugh. 

Oct. 6, 1645. Charles Whzte. 

A Scout's report also came from Oxford, stating that " on Wednesday night, very late, came in a mes- 
senger from the King, who did report that all the forces of the Scots who were about Hereford are agreed 
to come to the King, and that they are in as much joy for that as for the coming of the new governor." 
The Lords decided to send all these papers to the Commons, who had at the same time to deal with 
complaints from the North of the cost of the continuance of the Scots there, and of their " levying of 
taxes and raising of money upon the subjects of this Kingdom." We hear no more of any negotiations 
between the King's party and the Scots, but the latter were urged to give " a- positive and speedy answer 
touching their army's marching to besiege Newark," and it was ordered that some gentlemen be sent 
into the City of London to borrow ^30,000 towards their payment.* 

Meanwhile, the Parhament, feeling it imperative to reduce Newark, were drawing around it one of 
the most powerful armies under their control. Colonel Rossiter with a strong force was quartered at 
Balderton, Colonel Theo. Gray at Coddington, Colonel Henry Gray at Winthorpe, General Poyntz at 

* The ParUamentary History of England, Sec, collected from the Journals of both Houses, original manuscripts, &c. (London : 

William Sandby, mdcclv.). Vol. xiv., p. 8.^, et seq. 
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Famdon, and the Scots were to take up their quarters at Kelham, so as to complete the investment 
of the town and compel it to yield. The task was formidable, for Newark was as strongly fortified as 
military ingenuity could devise and indomitable industry secure. An old manuscript accountj says, 
" At the south end of this maiden garrison stood the Queen's Sconce facing the Trent, and the King's 
or Royal Sconce was to the east (? north), so that the whole town seemed invincible." It was " well 
defended with men, arms, ammunition, and artillery, besides such strong bastions, earthworks, half- 
moons, counterscarps, redoubts, pitfalls, and an impregnable line of earth and turf palisaded and stock- 
aded, and every part so furnished with great guns and cannon, that this bulky bulwark of Newark re- 
presented to the besiegers one entire sconce, and the two Royal forts formidable flankers ; nor was 
there a tree to hinder the prospect." The King's Sconce was situated on rising ground near to the 
■edge of the water, and a short distance from St. Leonard's Hospital. In Mr. Shilton's time the remains 
of the fortification were apparent in two adjoining closes. The Queen's Sconce stood in a field off 
the Farndon road, opposite the Spring House. While the King's Sconce kept Grays' forces at Win- 
thorpe and Coddington on the alert, the Queen's Sconce commanded the head quarters of Poyntz at 
Famdon and Rossiter at Balderton, as hkewise their field positions. 

The defensive works consisted of bastions, about 20 in number, each connected by a curtain. 
They commenced at the River Devon, three furlongs and one perch north and south from the Castle, 
and completely surrounded the town from those points. The whole line of defence was 17^ furlongs, 
or nearly two miles and a quarter ; its distance from the Queen's Sconce was 330 yards, from the centre 
of the Market Place to the extent towards Balderton 500 yards. A deep ditch ran parallel to these 
works, which the besieged had generally the opportunity of having filled with water. The bridge over 
the Devon was defended by what was called an iron turnpike, or kind of chevaux de freize, besides 
which there was a strong redoubt, at the distance of a furlong in front, on the road leading to Kelham. 
This, together with the King's and Queen's Sconces, formed the whole of the outworks. There had 
been a fort at the Crankley's, but that was now within the enemy's line of circumvallation. Musk- 
ham Bridge was broken down at Prince Rupert's relief, and that at Kelham was in the same state, the 
passage being occupied by a bridge of boats.f 

While the besieging forces were assembling, the Parliamentarians assaulted such minor garrisons 
as remained loyal to the King, amongst others Shelf ord, gcdlantly defended by young Stanhope. 
The Committee of both Kingdoms, writing to Sir Thomas Fairfax, state : " On Monday last (Nov. 3), 
Col. General Poyntz summoned Shelford Manor house, a garrison between Nottingham and Newark, 
and received a peremptory denial, upon which he fell upon it on aU sides and carried it by storm, most 
of those within being put to the sword, which were the Queen's regiment. There are 4,500 foot ordered 
to reinforce Col. General Poyntz for the besieging of Newark, some of which forces are upon their march." 

A pamphlet was issued giving " a catalogue of the names of the new Lords created by the King 
since the great seal was carried away from the Parhament of the Lord Littleton ; together with Major 
General Poyntz, his summons to Shelford House, with the Govemour's answer ; also a true relation of 
the King's escape in the night from Newark, with a party of three hundred horse."* Amongst the 
names of the new Lords is " Colonell Bellasis, second son to Viscount Faulconbridge, created Baron 
Bellasis." The account of the capture of Shelford is signed John Hughes, and is dated Bingham, 3rd 

J In the possession of Mr. W. Bradley, 
t Shilton's History, Part I., 124. * Published by Authority. London : Printed by John Field, Nov. 10, 1645. 
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Nov., 1645. It also says, " the King is still at Newark. The General left a very strong party of horse 
and dragoons to attend his motion." Ths account of the escape of the King is embodied in a short letter 
from the same writer, dated Nov. 5th, which says : " Since the taking of Shelford garrison, news came 
that the King on Monday, in the evening, got away with three hundred horse twixt Belvoye Castle 
and Col. Rossiter's guards, which way is not certainly knowne." It adds that " the General (Poyntz) 
is now drawing against Werton House, which in a few days he hopes to reduce ; he hath four 
thousand five hundred foot ordered to him for the siege of Newark. They are to have their rendezvous 
at Grantham and Southwell on Friday next, and then the business wiU not be long deferred." 

The winter seems to have been one of considerable severity, thus adding to the difficulties and 
sufferings both of besiegers and besieged. The ditches were frozen, and by reason of drought the water 
was low in the river, which enabled the enemy to approach the works, so that there were great hopes 
of gaining Newark " without a storm." The troops, however, came up slowly. Col. Poyntz wrote in 
November as follows : — 

Colonel-General Sednham Poynts to William Lenthall. 
1645, November 9. Bingham. — " Since the reducing of Shelford, it pleased God to assist us in the gaining of Wiverton 
House, the strength whereof moved me to give them fair quarter to march away with bag and baggage. . . The foot ordered 
to me for the siege of Newark are not as yet come from the Eastern garrisons which retards my going against it. The garrisons 
of Welbeck, Tickhill, and Bolsover are disgarrisoned by consent. I never received anything for intelligence, and am above ;^400 
out of purse." 

The House of Commons had ordered " that 200 barrels of powder, with buUets proportionate, and a 
double proportion of match be forthwith provided and furnished for the Scots army, in case they shall 
be before Newark by the ist November." || This date, however, passed without their appearance, 
but a letter was received on the 12th November, intimating that they would speedily advance, though 
the men had " neither money Jor their entertainment, nor clothes to defend them from the injury of the 
weather." The Scots arrived at the end of November, and took up their quarters in the fields between 
Newark and Kelham. The sketch which we give is from the map made by the chief engineer 
to the besieging forces, as reproduced from the original by Samuel Buck in 1725. It is worthy of 
careful study, as it shows how closely the town came to be invested. A still more important 
reproduction of this map from the copy in the British Museum appears as a frontispiece to this volume. 
This copy is richer in detail, and is undoubtedly one of the most important Civil War maps extant. It 
is now engraved locally for the first time, and the reader may turn to it with much confidence in its 
accuracy. 

The Earl of Leven reported his arrival in November, and a joint committee of English and Scotch 
Commissioners was appointed to direct operations. This committee consisted of John Earl of Rutland, 
Theophilus Earl of Lincoln, Francis Lord Willoughby of Parham, Edward Lord Montague (members 
of the House of Peers), Mr. William Pierepoint, Sir W. Armyn, Sir A. Heselrig, Sir E. Ascough, Sir 
C. Wray, Sir A. Irby, Mr. T. Hatcher, and Mr. Wm. Ellys (members of the House of Commons). 
Muskham Bridge was seized on November 26th. Here are the particulars from the despatch of the 
Earl of Leven as reported to the House of Lords : — 

11 Sir H. Vane wrote to his father, Oct. 8th : " We desire here speedy and positive answers declaring that if their army came unto 
Newark, that by ist November one month's pay should be provided for them there, besides 200 barrels of gunpowder and 
match proportionate.— Ste^f Papers Domestic, 1645-7, P- '83. 
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For the Right Honourable the Lord Grey of Warke, Speaker of the House of Peers pro Tempore. 
My Lord.-We received yesternight in a Letter from his Excellency the Earl of Leven, the Particulars of the taking of Musk- 
ham Bridge, which we send you here enclosed. The Officers and Soldiers of our army are reduced to greater wants and Extremi- 
ties than we are wilhng to express, and unless they be very speedily supphed with Money, Cloathes, and other Necessaries they 
are no ways able to prosecute the Service. We do therefore earnestly entreat that you would be pleased to put the Houses in 
mind to give Order for their supply with aU possible Expedition. The General hath written divers Times to the Committees at 
Derby, Nottingham, and Lincoln to contribute their assistance in furnishing them with Provisions, but hath received no Answer • 
which moveth us again to desire that the Houses would be pleased to appoint some to repair thither who may tak- Care to fur- 
nish them with Provisions ; which shall oblige us to remain 

Your Lordship's very affectionate Friends, and Humble Servants, 

Char Erskink. H. Kennedy. Balmerino. 




PLAN OF THE SIEGE WORKS. 

A — Col. Gen. Poyntz quarter in the field, b — Col. Rossiter's quarter in the field, C— Col. Theo. Gray's quarters. D— Col. Hen. Gray's quarters. E — The 
Scots' quarters. F— A sconce formerly the Newarkers. G— Two works made by the Scots. H— Where Muskhain Bridge stood. I — Where Kelham 
Bridge stood, now a bridge of boats. K — A ford in the river staked over. L— A check to turn the water to Newark. M — Adam made over the river by 
Gen. Poyntz N — The Water Mill for corn. O — The Corn Mills. P — Powder Mills. Q— The Dams made by the Newarkers to hold up the water. 
R — The Bridge over the Trent fortified with an iron turnpike. S — An outwork of the Newarkers. T — Newark Castle. V — King's Sconce. W— Col, 
Gray's Sconce. X — An old work of the Newarkers. Y — A redoubt of the Scots, i— Two bridges of boats, 2 and 3 — Redoubts of the Scots, 4 — Three 
works of the Scots. 5— A flanked redoubt. 6— Work of the Scots, 7— Queen's Sconce. 8— Redoubt of Gen. Poyntz. 9— Gen, Poyntz approach, to— Col, 
Rossiter's approach, ir — Col. Rossiter's battery, 12— Approaches and works made upon Balderton Lane, — 13 — Rossiter's Sconce upon the line. 14 — 
Craford's Sconce. 15— Gray's fort, 16 — Moll's horn works. 17— The redoubts and bulwarks, 18— Ditto upon the second line. 19— Two works of the 
Scots. 

The letter referred to in the foregoing was as follows : — 

Upon the 26th of this instant November, having come to this place, within a mile of the Town, I caused to draw a Line 
close to Muskham Bridge, whereupon T placed Musqueteers, and sought all Means to cross the River, and storm the Sconce upon 
the other side ; but the Enemy, apprehending the Design, sallied out yesterday morning before the Break of the Day, and at- 
tempted the cutting off of the Bridge, from which they were beat off by our Musqueteers with little loss. Afterwards they set 
Fire to the Draw Bridge, but our Forces faUing on did beat them back and extinguished the Fire, which made them forsake their 
Works ; so that we are now Masters both of Bridge and Sconce. 
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In the newspaper from which we have quoted in previous chapters* we read : " Tuesday, 2nd 
December. The Scottish army, being about 7000 horse and foot, were quartered on the north side of 
Newark, the English on the south. We are about to cut off the river from Musco bridge, which per- 
formed, would prevent the enemy's design of drowning the meadows, and facihtate our approach to 
the enemy's works, if we are forced to storm them. The works are very strong." A previous despatch 
had announced that the Scots had taken " Musco" bridge, and another party had seized the Mill fort 
not far from the town, so that the Scots had blocked the garrison up on the north side, and Col. Gen. 
Poyntz and Gen. Rossiter on the south. 

Though so closely invested, the Newarkers made many desperate and successful saUies to keep 
themselves supphed with provisions. The Parliamentarians accused them of " violence and cruelty" in 
their work. The same writer says :|| "By letters dated the 19th, we understand that the Newark forces 
endeavoured, with all possible dihgence and the exercise of violence and cruelty, to fetch all the pro- 
visions they could out of the country into that garrison, carrying away as prisoners many of the chief 
men out of those towns where they had not paid all their taxes and arrears ; and if they were not 
brought in within eight days after, the enemy sent out parties to fire their houses and make a total 
destruction of all they found, as may be seen by this ensuing warrant directed to the constables, &c., 
of Isington (? Ossington) : — 

I do much marvel that you have no more care of rne nor yourselves, but let your assistants run so far, but now I have got 
two of your inhabitants, I wish you, as you do tender the good of yourselves and them, that you would gather my assessment, 
which is ;£20o, or else expect to hear from me in another way, for I assure you, by the word of a gentleman, who-so-ever is 
wanting or backward in this tax, I will protest (although he be my friend), yet I set fire to his house (as I live). Therefore, 
I command you not to fail, as you expect safety of your house and timely answer it at your peril. Given under my hand loth 
November, 1645. § 

Robert Dallison. 

Not only the besieged, but the besiegers, were in great straits for want of money. The parishes 
around must have suffered severely, being squeezed by both parties for money and provisions. The 
little village of Upton paid in weekly assessment to the Scots, who controlled the country around their 
camp, in the course of three months, a total sum of £69 6s. 8d. The Common Council of London 
were asked to advance £30,000 by way of loan towards payment of the Scots' army, and agreed to do 
the best they could to raise the amount at 8 per cent, interest. This was on December 6th. The 
Scots were to have reached Newark on November ist, and " the said Committee (of both Kingdoms) 
declared that the Scots' army are now come near Newark, and have taken a bridge and fort appertain- 
ing to it."t A further £6,000 was borrowed of the Treasurers of Goldsmiths' Hall, to be disposed of 
and paid to the Scotch forces before Newark on Dec. i8th. On December 19th, the Committee wrote 
to Poyntz and Rossiter saying that they were informed provisions were daily carried into Newark on 
the south side, and desiring them to do their utmost to prevent it. Orders were issued in aU direc- 
tions for more troops. Another writer of the period says : " From the North, by letters of the 14th, 
it was advertised that the Scottish army quarters still about Muscombe bridge, on the north of Newark, 
and Col. Gen. Poyntz on the north, in this manner : — 4 troops of horse and 600 foot on the Lincolnshire 
side, about Belvoir ; Colonel Rossiter, Major Lebunts, and Major Heynes, at Belshingham (Becking- 
ham) and Claypole ; 500 of the Isle of Ely foot at Long Bellington (Bennington) ; Major Gibbs, his 
regiment and Leicester foot, being 600, at Stoke ; and when Lynn foot come up they doubt not to per- 

* A Continuation of certain special and remarkable passages, &c. || A Continuation, &c., from Friday, 21st Nov., to Friday, 28th. 
I Sir John Verney, writing on Dec. loth, 1645, says : " The Scots are before Newark, and purpose speedily to take it. The town 

is in great want, and divers persons of note escape daily out of it." 
f State Papers Domestic, 1645-7, p. 250. 
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feet the quarters on the north-east. On Wednesday, the 17th ult., about 60 of the enemy saUied forth 
of Newark upon Capt. Penn's quarters, who was then upon his guard with about 40 men, and received 
the enemy with much gallantry, killed 4 of them, and pursued the rest near unto the enemy's works. 
This action speaks much of the valour of our men, but being too eager in the pursuit they fell unawares 
into the enemy's ambuscade, by which means twenty of them were taken prisoners." 

The beginning of 1646 saw the gallant garrison hard pressed by their foes, and against great odds 
fighting as bravely and boldly as ever. 

In a newspaper of 9th to i6th Jan., 1646, is this entry :— " From Newark were this day letters 
intimating that the enemy had sallied forth and fallen upon Col. Gen. Poyntz his quarters, thinking to 
surprise the Major Gen., but he being at the same time abroad with a party, and having notice of the 
enemy's object upon his quarters, came in in person, and encountered with them, slew one with his own 
hand, which example of his did so much encourage his soldiers that they behaved themselves with much 



gallantry, slew many of the 
enemy, and took some prisoners, 
and forced the rest to make what 
haste they could to Newark, 
which they performed with so 
much dexterity that they carried 
away some few of ours prisoners, 
and a few other things which 
they plundered out of the Major 
General's quarters." A later note 
says, " From the north we this 
day understand that Major Gen. 
Pojmtz continues his quarters at 
Stoke. The Nottingham forces 
do keep their Court in the Church, 
where unfortunately happened so 
great a fire, which took hold of 
the straw, that they could not 




GENERAL POYNTZ. 



quench it until it had devoured 
all that was combustible by the 
fire, and nothing on the next 
morning but the walls remaining, 
a sad spectacle to the beholders. 
Whether this gave any encourage- 
ment to the enemy we cannot 
tell, but not long afterwards, the 
Nottingham forces, being many 
of them gone to Nottingham 
upon some business (as we hear) 
of public concernment, the enemy 
sallied forth from Newark (being 
about 800 horse and betwixt two 
or three hundred foot), and were 
making up to Major Gen. Poyntz, 
his quarters at Stoke, which they 
did with so much fury and eager 



speed that his horse guard began to fly, and were in that disorder when two horses fell down as they 
were passing through the turnpike, by which means the more near approaches of the enemy and the 
allarum (alarm) they did give us could not so perfectly be apprehended until they did enter into our 
quarters and Major Gen. Poyntz's own chamber, and which they made haste to plunder. In the 
meantime, Major Gen. Poyntz, using all diligence to requit his men, did deport himself with so much 
resolution that many of the enemy were killed, 9 persons taken, and above 50 wounded. In this 
service it is said that we had only 3 slain and 7 hurt. The enemy retired in disorder to Newark, and 
the writer knows they heard that Col. Rossiter, with a new body of a 1000 horse and foot, was coming 
down from Claypole towards them, but perceiving that the enemy had notice of their coming and were 
getting into Newark, he only gave the alarm to their garrison, and returned safe to his own quarters." 

After this Gen. Poyntz's forces were strengthened (according to the same informant), by the 
addition of 2000 horse and foot from Skipton, and 300 foot from Lieut. Gen. Leslie, which was thought 
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indicative of the alarm which had been occasioned by the fierce onslaught of the Newark forces on the 
General's quarters. 

Many other brisk skirmishes followed. Here is one mentioned in a newspaper of 30th Jan. to 6th 
Feb., 1646 : — " And now to Newark, which place by letters we find in this state. They lately made 
a flourish upon the Scots' side, but did not much hurt or take any considerable person. They are very 
silent on the south side of the town, but we shall make them cry herelong, for there are now two more 
mortar pieces, cast by a bell founder of Nottingham, which will be very useful, not only upon the 
town but forts of Newark, especially in frightening the ladies and other more valiant spirits. Mat- 
tocks and spades are ready. The country offer all assistance, and we shall suddenly have a line made, 
and then to work." 

While these constant skirmishes were proceeding, the Commissioners with the army were doing 
their best to keep the besieging forces supplied with provisions and money. Writing to the House of 
Lords on Jan. 2nd, 1646, they say : " We have used our best endeavours to the reducing of Newark 
and Belvoir, and find very ready compliance, by the answers we have received to our letters, from the 
several committees, and don't doubt but their actions will be suitable. The counties adjacent are very 
forward in this service, and the officers and soldiers vigilant and full of courage." General David Lesley 
asked them by a letter of the same date to provide for the weekly maintenance of the Scots' army as 
follows : — 3600 foot, at 4d. per day for seven days, £420 ; officers of foot of eight regiments, £500 ; 
4000 horsemen, at is. 6d. per day, £2100 ; officers of the horse, £1960 ; officers with the staff and train 
of artilleiy, £300 ; in all, the weekly sum of ^5280. The Committee of Parliament replied that they 
would provide £10,000 for 28 days, a third part in money and two-thirds in provisions ; whereupon 
General Lesley wrote, " it will not amount to the half of what may make us subsist, and is impossible 
for me to condescend to."t The Committee declared they could not provide more, and in a despatch 
to the House of Commons stated "we on the place know too well provisions in these counties to be 
exhausted." They urge the House to " finish this service speedily," and add, " your being told that 
men and the mortar pieces are coming will not do our business, but some of you must see the men on 
the march and the mortar pieces on the way." 

The deplorable condition of the county at this critical period is well depicted in a petition of the 
inhabitants on the north side of the Trent, presented in January, 1646, setting forth that the cost to 
the county had within the last three years amounted to above a million of money. The petitioners 
say that the charge of the army had already been £261,189 7s. 2d., though all the bills had not been 
brought in, and they go on to state " this part of the county is still charged with an assessment of £2,500 
weekly, besides, for the most part, free quarter for all officers and listed soldiers, and for all men, womenj 
and boys depending on or shadowing themselves under that army, and that which is worst of all is the 
tyranny and evils incident to free quarter in the best governed armies. If that £2,500 with the charge 
of free quarter shall still continue, it cannot be less in our opinion than £5,000 weekly, which must be 
borne by two parts in three of an half of this county, by reason of untenanted grounds and places visited 
with the sickness. "f Equally strong representations were made to the Commons by the committee of 
the impoverished condition of the county, and it was pointed out that the people could not much longer 
subsist in their houses, and that unless some speedy means could be devised for maintaining the troops 

f Pari. Hist., xiv., 202. J Ibid, p. 205. 
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the saege would have to be raxsed. Parliament decided to meet the difficulty by requesting a reduction 
of the Scots army to 2 ooo horse and 1,000 dragoons. This was in February, during which month we 
find a bitter complaint from the Scots of the non-payment of the troops, who then numbered 4,136 horse 
and 2,836 foot i! In their letter to the Peers they say, " The foot soldiers have not received eighteen 
pennyworth of provisions since our coming to Newark, and when the Quartermaster-General, who is 
now a second time sent hither for the purpose to represent the necessities of the army, did come from 
thence, there was not £10 worth of provisions in the magazine for the whole army."* 

Grave complaints were made from the villages that in their dilemma the Scots inflicted harsh treat- 
ment on the inhabitants. There had been similar complaints of outrages previously committed in 
Yorkshire, which caused the English Commissioners to write to Gen. Lesley on the subject, stating that 
these things so much concerned the public service against Newark, and the good correspondence of both 
Kmgdoms, " that we desire a speedy redress." Gen. Lesley, in a letter dated from East Bridgford, 
Jan. 23rd, 1646, promised that if anything came to his knowledge the offenders would be punished' 
A pamphlet was issued, containing " two letters from Lieut.-Gen. Lesley to the Scotch Commissioners 
residing at London, together with the voluntary service of divers well affected gentry in Nottingham- 
shire, with their names inscribed, concerning the carriage of the Scotch army in these parts."t Gen. 
Lesley's letter is dated from Kelham, Feb. 26th, 1645-6, in which he says he is grieved to hear there are 
so many false reports spreading of the carriage of the army, yet it is some comfort to him that the 
gentry of Nottinghamshire, where the army doth reside, have been pleased in a letter to him to give 
them a better character. He says, " I have likewise thought fit to acquaint your Lordships that I have 
received discharges from several villages where the army quarters, and you may rest assured that nothing 
shall be wanting that lyeth in my power for easing the country. I can wish that the bridge was made 
over the river timously that we might join with the forces on the other side for blocking up the town 
on all parts." The certificate appended states that the burdens have been equally and regularly laid 
upon them, and acknowledges with thankfulness the readiness of Gen. Lesley to ease them, " and so to 
order and regulate the army and to do his best endeavours to preserve them." The writers say, " We 
are sorry that our poverty and weakness cannot answer your merits and nobleness ;" and thus con- 
clude, " We shall ever pray for the increase of your honour and happiness in the manifestation we ha^■e 
now." The document is dated from Southwell, 3rd Feb., 1646, and 47 signatures are appended to the 
certificate, including such well known names as those of F. Molineux, Acton Burnell, F. H. O. Sher- 
brooke. Math. Palmer, Ed. Nevile, Original Biron, Joe Odingsell, &c. Gen. Lesley adds that he has 
issued a proclamation, commanding all officers and soldiers not to presume, on pain of death, to offer 
the least wrong or violence, and inviting any who shall receive any wrong or injury to make their appear- 
ance freely at headquarters to exhibit their complaints.} Meanwhile, as the writers of the " Parha- 
mentary History" testify, " the siege of Newark went slowly on, every inch of ground being disputed 
by the besieged." The Earl of Rutland, in a letter dated Lincoln, March 3, wrote " that their whole 
army on the south side of the Trent were drawn together : the farthermost foot quarters about a mile 
from the town ; others at Faringdon, Houghton, and Balderton, so to Trent again at Winthorp. That 
evening about 300 horse and foot of the garrison faced them, but advanced not from under the cover 

II In the manuscripts of the Duke of Portland is a copy of the account betwixt the Committea of Parliam3nt residing at Southwell 
and the Scots army now before Newark, from Dec. nth, 1645, to May 7th. 1646, baing 21 wseks, ths total amount assigned 
to them being ;^40,090 os. 3d. 
* Pari. Hist., xiv., 251. f London : Printed for Robert Bostock, at the King's H^ad, in Paul's Churchyard, 1646. 

I See also Pari. Hist., xiv., p. 272. 
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of their own cannon. The Scotch army were drawn up on the north side of the Trent, and the soldiers 
were all full of courage, and very few sick amongst them." He concludes by saying that " he hoped 
shortly to give the Lords a good account of the place." 

<f A 

-GREAT FIGHT 







AtNewarkc: 



%'* Where the Lord Sinclares Regiment 4> 
^ beatiooo. Foot and 400. Horfe, and 4rave X 
J, th^m into NEWARK. ng^ 

if Where Lieu. Gen. Da.'vid Lefley , Major ^ 
«#i Generall ^<^^«/a, and Colonellii^J//W(, and all their «§> 
<^ chicfe Oltcers, and all the Quartei s in the Iflc were ^ 

(^ furprized: WichtheparticulaisofCaptaiiis f^ 

/pe, a nd others kild and hurt on both fideS. 

^^ The Gov/crnours Treaty with the Commifli- 

*€* oners, and hismotion of Surrender c^Nnp<ir%j if 

<^ they will not accommodate him better. J^ 

% Alfo the manner of taking the City oi% 
f LICHFIELD i 

^ By Sir fVtlliant Brenton^ and how hee hath 

^ driven Bagot and 1 000 Horle and Foot into the 

^^ Clofe, with the particulars, and how masy 

^ (Iain on both lldes. ^ 

^ Certified by a Letter from Colonell Rofitery and an other from ^ 

^ one of the Commiflioners, and the third from Sir iViUiam ^ 

^y^ Brcretms Quarters in LichfieU . Commanded to be 

^ printed and piiblifhed according to Order- 

c^i . — . . — 

^j^ £<?Wtf«5printed for Matthewlf^aJhancke, 10 March 1645 

FAC-SIMILE OF TITLE PAGE OF PAMPHLET. 

As the contending forces continued to face each other, there were constant conflicts'^with varying 
results. A contemporary pamphlet describes " A Great Fight at Newarke, where the Lord Sinclare's 
regiment beat 1000 foot and 400 horse, and drave them into Newark."§ It embodies a despatch dated 
Balderton, March 5th, 1645-6, in which Col. Rossiter says while he was at Lieut. -Gen. Lesley's quarters, 

§ London : Printed for Matthew Walbancke, lo March, 1645(6). "] 
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" the enemy sallied forth of Newark, with all their horse and foot they could possibly make, being about 
1000 foot and 400 horse, and fell upon the Scots guard in the Island with an intention to take from them 
a work which the Scots were making to keep them from grazing any cattell in the Island. Muscomb Bridge 
bemg down, the Scots could not get any reliefe over to their men but verie slowly in boats, so that the 
enemy overpowered their horse, being but four small troops, and made them retreat towards Muscomb 
Bndge with some losse, though not much. Then the enemy attempted the work, but were beat off with 
some losse. As soone as the Lieut .-General received the alarme, he and the rest of the company with him 
hasted with all speed over the river, where he commanded the horse to rally, and led them himselfe to 
the work, and took out some foot thence and some other foot which came over the river, and marched 
up to the enemy, who retreated after some smaU skirmishing into the towne." The writer says that 
on his side, the captain, two lieutenants, and eight soldiers were killed, and fifteen or twenty soldiers 
wounded. The enemy left some dead on the place, and had one captain and divers others slain and 
wounded. It was resolved to make a bridge from Winthorpe side at the very point of the Island to Musk- 
ham, which would not only serve for " a correspondency between the Scots and Colonel Grey, but also for 
an inlet to both sides into the Island. Lieut.-Gen. Lesly would guard one end of the bridge, and Col. Grey 
the other." The despatch thus concludes : " If your Lordship please to hasten down the pinnace, 
it may be of good use while the bridge is making." The tract also contains a copy of a letter from one 
of the Parhament Commissioners at Lincoln, under date Lincoln, 7th March, in which he says : " This 
enclosed (Col. Rossiter's despatch) will show you what the Newarkers lately attempted with a great 
deale of resolution, coming up to the workes even unto push of pike ; and if the Scots had not been stout 
and resolute foot (they who knew them say they are the best men in the army, and the oldest soldiers 
being the Lord Sinclare's regiment), if it had fortuned any other regiment to have been there in their 
stead, it is feared that they would scarce have done so well. They were extremely overpowered with num- 
bers. Now all men may see (that which some have not heretofore beleeved) that Newark is a considerable 
garrison to the King, seeing that they can spare such a number for a saUy and be able to keep the towne 
and works besides. The truth is that it happened very fortunately, that the success proved so well, having 
no greater strength, we had not half so many men as they had, and yet most of the Scots' commanders, also 
Poyntz, and with him divers of his chiefe officers, and Col. Rossiter and many of his chiefest officers 
were at the same time in the Isle, into which none can goe into them, nor they pass out from thence, but 
by boats, and that way there could not pass above ten or twelve at a time ; so if those forces the Newarkers 
would have surprised had been routed, our men (amongst whom were so many great officers) would have 
been in a pinfold, yet the enemy did not show so much courage as to take or try their opportunity to the 
uttermost, but through a pannick fear, apprehending our men to be in number greater than really they 
were, their terrour being the greater in seeing our men come over and still increase so fast as they could. 
By that weak means so that they conceived that the whole body of the Scots' army was coming upon them. 
Col. Gray was there with Col. Rossiter, who saith that he never did see them do better service. Their High- 
land foot charged with the Scots' horse, and gave fire and wheeled amongst our horse very nimbly and 
actively, and so galled the enemy exceedingly. The £274 we have received, and desire it may be repaid. 
The line is now begun, and all our materials are now in readiness for a siege, and the next week we shall 
lay it. The Associated forces are so ill paid, both their horse and foot, that unless some speedy course 
be taken to send them money we shall not be able to keep them together, for where the army lieth 
those parts cannot furnish them without ready monies, and if they pay for what they take, all provisions 
will be brought into their quarters, both from Boston and this town ; but if they should grow unruly 
and take them away by force, they will be starved or forced to rise, which we have endeavoured all we 
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can possibly to prevent ; but now the £2,000 we brought down with us being disbursed, if present 
pay come not, I may fear what the event may prove ; two months' pay would, I doubt not, free 
both them and all these parts from that oppressing tyrannical garrison. There hath lately been in Newark 
great contestation between Bellasis, the Governor, and the King's Commissioners there, and the officers 
and soldiers, for pay and provisions. The Governor told the Commissioners that his soldiers wanted 
monies, but they professed there was none for them to be had ; but they told him that for provisions 
he might dispose unto them what quantities he pleased. Bellasis repHed that soldiers must and should 
have monies whilst any of them had a farthing, and that for the provisions in the magazine he told the 
Commissioners that the greatest part thereof was such as no dogge would eat, and therefore charged them 
to bring forth better, or else he and his soldiers would rifle their houses and take their provisions they 
had stored up for themselves, and leave them the rotten stuff in the magazine to feed upon ; and he 
further told them that they were not to expect that he and his soldiers would fight to preserve 
them and their town without those things should presently be remedied, and that for his part he said 
he did know well how to make honourable and good conditions for himself, his officers, and soldiers, 
and would leave them and the townsmen to shift for themselves if they took not care for them ; and so 
they broke up in a great heat and discontent, which I presume will be of no ill consequence unto us, but 
of this you will hear hereafter." 

The following letter, dated March i8th, 1645-6, signed J. Rutland and E. Montague, shows that 
the pinnace arrived in due course, and speaks of the progress of the fortifications. It says : " One of 
the bridges across the Trent against Winthorpe was ready three days since. The Trent there divides, 
and the other bridge will be finished in a day or two. We have brought a Pinnace Musket within half 
a mile of Newark, wherein are two guns, and which will hold forty musketeers. The cannon from York 
has come to Winthorpe. One strong fort is made to secure the. bridge, and another is preparing near 
the enemy's great sconce. Culverins and mortar pieces are come to Balderton and Faringdon. The 
great mortar piece is to run on Wednesday at Nottingham. We shall not lose any time or omit any 
opportunity of reducing Newark. "|| 

Meanwhile, the besiegers held a day of prayer, to " seek a blessing" on their designs, for there is 
a pamphlet extant, entitled, " Orders from the Lord of Hostes, for regulating the Hostes of the I-ord, 
set down in a sermon preached at the Leaguer before Newark, on Friday, 27th March, 1646, by order 
from and by the desire of the Committee of Lords and Commons, Commissioners from the Parliament of 
England, upon the occasion of a Publick Fast and Solemn humihation appointed to be kept that day 
throughout the English and Scottish armies before Newark, to seek a blessing from Heaven upon the 
proceedings of the said Forces in the present siege of that garrison, by Edward Reyner, Preacher of the 
Gospel in the City of Lincoln."! The text was Deut. xxiii., 14 ; and in his dedication to " the Commis- 
sioners from the Parliament of England, residing with the forces before Newark," the author says, 
" This sermon was preached by your appointment, and is drawn forth to public view by your impor- 
tunity." Another preacher on the same occasion was Robert Ram, who also published his discourse. 
The preacher points out that a soldier follows a lawful and honourable calling. None were so fit to be 
soldiers as good Christians and godly men. especially in. God's battles. He says : " The highest powers 
under God doe call upon us to arme ourselves at this time against the enemies of our Church and State. 

II Pari. Hist., XIV., 295. 
I London : Printed by R. W. C. Giles Calvert, at the Black Spread Eagle, at the west end of Pauls, 1646. 
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By the highest powers I mean the Pariiament, which, according to the constitution of our Government 
here in England, hath the most soveraigne powers over us. . . ReUgion, law, liberty, and whatever 
is deere to us doe now call upon us to take up arms ; these are mightily invaded, and unlesse we stand 
forth manfully, we shall be spoiled for ever." The preacher then addresses himself to the Commanders 
and common soldiers, exhorting them to behave with soberness, chastity, and holiness ; and concludes, 




SERMON 

Preached at 

Balderton 

March 27. 1646. 
Being a day of Humiliation thorow- 

out the whole Army before 

NEWARK. 



By Robert Ram MiraHeT o( Spalding in 
JJncolnpire^ and Chaplaine to Colonell 

ROSSITE-R. 

PSAL. 124,8, 
I Our help is in the "Name of the Lord, veho Made Heaven 
and Earth. 



LONDON, m 

Printed for lohn Wright at the Kings Head | 

in the Old Bayley. 1646. ^ 



•' I beseech you then let everyone of us put these things in practice, which, if we doe, I dare promise 
that Newark will soon be ours, and we shall suddenly see our desires upon all our enemies." 

The day following this " fast" the Committee endeavoured to intimidate the garrison and mduce 
them to surrender. We have an official account of it in a contemporary pamphlet, entitled, " A letter 
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to the Honourable William Lenthal, Esquire, Speaker to the Honourable House of Commons, from the 
Commissioners employed by the Parliament for the reducing of Newark, together with the summons 
of the Commissioners of both Kingdoms to the Governour for delivering up of the said town for the use 
of the King and Parliament, and the Governour's answer thereunto. "|| The Commissioners report 
that they had met the Committee of the Parliament of Scotland, and agreed to send a summons into 
Newark, a copy of which they append. In this summons they demand the surrender of the town, pro- 
mising honorable and fair conditions ; and pointing out that they were able by force to attain what 
they rather desired by treaty, the Parliament having 16,000 horse and foot at present before Newark, 
" souldiers of experience, united and in health and courage. This," they add, " is no way mentioned 
as if we trusted in the arm of flesh (God the Lord of Hosts hath manifested that we fight his battels), 
but to shew you the vast expences which will be occasioned by the continuance of this seige (for which 
your estates must answer), and that your holding out may not further tempt the Almighty : And though 
you should not regard your own ruine, though some others should be of that your opinion, shall yet that 
wealthy town be sacked, and others perish with you that see their own misery and would avoide it ? " 
The letter refers next to the fate of Chester, and asks for an answer in three days. It is dated from 
Balderton, March 28th, 1646, and directed to " the Governour of the town and garrison of Newark, the 
gentlemen there, and the Mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of the town." Lord Bellasyse forwarded 
a spirited reply, in which he referred to the paper " putting the gentlemen and Corporation 
in equal commission with me (though the joyning us together was with the intention to divide us)," 
and said, " I am neither to be struck into apostacy by the mention of fair conditions in a misty notion, 
nor to be frightened into dishonour by your running diversion upon the fate of Chester," in regard to 
which " I hope this garrison shall never be the transcript of their calamity." His Lordship concludes 
thus : " You may do well to use your fortune modestly, and think not that God Almighty doth applaud 
your cause by reason of your victories, or that he hath not a blessing in store for our's. Whereas you 
urge the expence of the seige and the pressure on the countrey in supporting your charge there, since 
occasioned by yourselves I am not concerned ; yet in order to their ease, if you will grant a passe to 
some gentlemen to go to the King and return, I may then know his Majesty's pleasure, whether, accord- 
ing to his letter,* he will winde up the businesse in general, or leave me to steer my own course ; then I 
shall know what to determine ; otherwise, I desire you to take notice that when I received my com- 
mission for the government of this place, I annexed my Ufe as a label to my trust." The Commissioners, 
in forwarding these documents, say, " Colonel Poyntz doubts not but suddenly to turn the course of the 
river Trent which ran close under Newark, and will in a little time turn the river Smite into a new 
channel, that their mills may not be helpful to them or the water hinder the approaches on the north side 
Trent. The field officers have viewed the most convenient places for forts to shoot either into the town 
or sconces, which are in preparation, and will speedily be finished. We shall lose no time to make a 
good end of this service." This is signed by W. Pierrepont, Tho. Hatcher, W. Armyne, Edw. Ascoughe. 

The " Mercurius Civicus " says :t — " From Newark we this day understood that Col. GeneraU 
Poyntz and Col. Rossiter had made their approaches meete before the garrison of Newark, and that 
they had turned the river since another way ; it wonderfully perplexed the besieged to find the course 

II London : Printed by Ed. Husband, April 6, :646. 
* The King had written to the ParUament on March 23, offering to disband all his forces on certain conditions, 
■f Mercurius Civicus, London Intelligencer, or truth impartially related from thence to the whole Kingdom, etc., from Thursday, 
April i6th, to Thursday, April 23rd, 1646. London : Printed for Tho. Bates, at the signe of the Mayden Head, on Snow 
Hill, near the conduit, and I. W., in the Old Bailey, 1646. 
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of the two Rivers Trent and Smite turned. In regard that turning of the course of the Trent, they 
made no works of moment to defend themselves on that side of the town. As we make more neer our 
approaches, we do raise forts to make good the place. We have raised a fort to cut off all corresponding 
betwixt Queen's fort and the towne ; another fort is raised at Balderton, another upon Beacon HilL 
The Scots also have raised a fort to defend themselves from any more sallies of the enemy, and to secure 
them in their more neere approaches. It is believed that General Leven, who sometime since went 
into Scotland, is now returned with the army at Newark ; we heare that the Leicester forces are marched 
to be assistant at the siege. The enemy within doe begin to be much distracted, and the rather because 
our mortarpiece doth already begin to play upon them, although at first with greater fright than execu- 
tion, because it is said that the firemen could not finde the ground." Another paragraph says : 
"From Newark we hear this day that Gen. Leven has come to the Scots' army, and the 
country being unable to quarter our body of horse, 1000 are gone back into Yorkshire, 

hastily cut." This money is called 
" siege money " or " money of 
necessity." The coins bore on the 
obverse a Royal crown between 
C.R., and the value in Roman 
numerals ; and on the reverse 
" OBS. (obsidium, siege), New- 
ark," and the year 1645 or 
1646, in which they were coined. 
They would doubtless all be 
struck in 1646, for, as already 
explained, the year did not alter 
its date until March 25th. The 
different varieties are described 
in the following paper, written 
by Dr. Philip Nelson, of Liver- 
pool, and kindly placed at our 
service : — 



there being little service for 
them in this place. We believe 
something wiU shortly be effected 
for the speedy reducing of 
Newark." 

To meet the urgent demands 
for money, a Mint had been set 
up at Newark. Royalist noble- 
men and gentlemen freely gave 
their flagons and drinking cups, 
and these were fashioned into 
lozenge-shaped coin — half-crowns, 
shilhngs, ninepences, and six- 
pences. Mrs. Markham says that 
" on some of them is still to be 
seen the pattern of the cup and 
salver from which they were 
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Coins were issued here dated 1645 and 1646. Of the former year we find pieces of the values of thirty, twelve, and nine pence ; 
whilst of the latter year we have in addition sixpences. The general design of these coins is the same, the obverse having 
within a pearled border the letters C R on each side of a crown, and the value expressed beneath in Roman numerals ; 
whilst upon the reverse we find the legend OBS NEWARK, with the date beneath, in Arabic figures. All the coins issued 
from Kewark are struck upon lozenge-shaped flans, which flans were apparently cut direct from the dishes, trenchers, and 
other varieties of silver plate, in the town, or obtained from RoyaUst adherents in the neighbouring country districts. 

We will now proceed to consider these coins at greater length, in order to determine, if possible, their probable chrono- 
logical sequence. 

The first piece to appear would be the shilUng, which bears upon the obverse a most curiously shaped crown, the 
jewelled band of which is straight across the front, whilst the reverse reads OBS : NEWARKE 1645. This coin is found 
with the obverse struck from two separate dies, viz. : — 

(a) 9 dots in the left arch of the crown, 9 dots in the right arch ; C R and XII. being in thin letters. Weight, 94 

grainf. 
(fc) 9 dots in the left arch, 8 dots in the right arch ; C R and XII. being in thick letters. Weight, 93 grains. 
The occurrence of two distinct obverse dies for this coin, in my opinion, disproves the theory which has been advanced 
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that these pieces are forgeriefi ; moore especially is this the case since we find shillings and ninepences, the obverses of which 
are admittedly genuine, combined with the self same reverse. 

The second coin to appear would doubtless be the shilling with the same reverse reading, NEWARKE, but with a new 
obverse, the crown on which has a high arch and richly jewelled band. It weighs 87 grains. 

No doubt about the same time the ninepences reading, NEWARKE, would be struck, which pieces occur struck from 
two different obverse dies, viz. : — 

{a) :i dots in the left arch, 1 1 dots in the right arch of the crown, which has a richly jewelled band. Weight, 69 

grains. 
(b) II dots in the left arch, 9 dots in the right arch of the crown, which has a simple jewelled band. Weight, 68 
grains. 
Following this would be issued the sliilUng which reads OBS NEWARK 1645, which reading now appears for the first 
time. The crown upon the obverse has 10 dots in the left arch, and 8 dots in the right arch of the crown, the jewelled 
band of which is of a very simple character. This piece weighs 92 grains. Upon one of the shillings of this date the R 
upon the obverse is engraved in a retrograde manner. 

Subsequently the ninepence (c) which reads OBS : NEWARK 1645 would appear. The obverse die of this coin is iden- 
tical with that of the ninepence (6) previously described, and has upon the crown 11 and 9 dots in the left and right 
arches respectively. This coin weight 64 grains. United with the same obverse die we find another reverse die in use, 
the same as we find upon the half-crown of this year, which is proved by the occurrence of a small dot beneath the 4 
of the date, 1645. This ninepence (d) weighs 63 grains. 

The last denomination to be strucl^- in 1645 was the half-crown, the obverse of which shows us a crown with a chequer- 
Uke arrangement of jewels on the band ; whilst the reverse is from the same die as the NEWARK ninepence (d) of the 
same date. This coin, which weight 221 grains, is of comparative rarity, which would point to the fact of its having been 
struck very late in 1645, probably in March. 

In regard to the coins struck at Newark in 1646, it is evident that the three higher values would be issued simultaneously, 
and no doubt towards the end oi the siege, probably in April, the sixpence would appear, which no doubt accounts for 
its greater rarity. In conriidenng the date of these coins it is necessary to remember that the year began on March 25. 

The issues of 1646 are as follow : — 

Half-crown. — Obv. : From the same die as the half-crown of 1645. Rev. : From the same die as the shilUng (6) and 
ninepences of 1646, as is proved by the occurrence oi a flaw in the 6 of the date. Weight, 243 grains. 

Shillings. — {a) Obv. : A crown with a simply jewelled band, having 10 dots in the left arch and 8 dots in the right 
arch. Rev. : OBS : NEWARK 1646 in somewhat thin letters. Weight, 86 grains. 

(6) Obv. : A crown with a richly jewelled band, having 10 dots in the left arch and 10 dots in the right arch. Rev. : 
OBS . NEWARK 1646 in thick letters, from the same die as the half-crown. Weight, 90 grains. 

Ninepence. — (a) Obv. : From the same die as the ninepence (c) of 1645, having 11 dots in the left and 9 dots in the 
right arches respectively. Rev. . From the same die as the shilling (6) and half-crown of 1646. Weight, 67 
grains. 

(&) Obv. : A crown having the band elaborately jewelled, 10 dots in the left arch and lo dots in the right arch. 
Rev. From the same die as the shilUng (6) and half-crown of 1646. Weight, 68 grains. 

Sixpence. — Obv. : An elaborate crown, C R on each side and VI. beneath. Rev. : OBS : NEWARK 1646. Weight, 
46 grains. 

Not a few examples of the shilling, ninepence, and sixpence of 1646 are found gilt, and were doubtless struck upon flans 
cut from a service of gilt-plate. Some specimens of the shilling and ninepence of 1646 exist having the Royal arms upon 
the reverse, and it appears to me that the coins so marked formed part of some Regal service of plate, which was thus 
sacrificed in order to pay the expenses of the siege. 

Of the coins struck at Newark, two coins stand out in prominence as deserving a better acquaintance. Of these the 
first piece to claim our notice is a ninepence, in the collection of coins the property of the Corporation of Liverpool, and 
is of importance since upon the reverse we find beneath the .A of NEWARK a leopard's head, the hall-mark of the period. 
Ihe second piece is a shilling in the possession of Dr. Appleby, of Newark, which coin bears upon the reverse a capital M 
within a dotted indent, which appears to be a silversmith's private stamp, and indicates the source from whence the piece 
of plate originally come. There was in the Montagu Collection a specimen of a shilling bearing only an impression of the 
obverse die, and the reverse being plain ; the coin is, therefore, undated. 
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While the town was thus holding out with its traditional courage, supplying its needs of money 
and provisions in the best way that ingenuity and loyalty could devise, news was secretly conveyed 
from Oxford to Lord Bellasyse of his Majesty's intention to come to the Scots' army. Early m April, 
1646, J there arrived at the King's Arms Inn (now the Saracen's Head), Southwell, Monseiur Montreuil, 
the French agent who had been sent to assist the king in his difficulties, and was deputed by his Majesty 
to arrange terms. Montreuil took up his abode in the large apartment of the inn to the left of the gate- 
way while the Scots, on the mstigation. it is said, of Mr. Edward Clu Id, a leading Parliamentarian, 

come to them, anrl 



made the palace 
their head-quarters. 
The hostelry is a 
verv ancient one, 
being mentioned in 
deeds as far back 
as 1396. and the 
apartment which 
Montreuil selected, 
being divided into 
a dining-room and 
bedroom, afforded 
him ample and com- 
fortable accommoda- 
tion. The French 
agent is described 
by Clarendon as a 
young gentleman of 
parts \'ery equal to 
the trust reposed in 
him, and not mchned 
to be made use of in 
ordinary dissimula- 
tion and cozenage.* 
On \asiting the Com- 
missioners, he found 
them apparently 
pleased that the 
King desired to 
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accordingly drew up 
a document, of 
which he says they 
approved, assuring 
the King of full 
jirotection and as- 
sistance. Arrange- 
ments were to be 
made for the Scottish 
horse to receive the 
Iving at Harborough, 
but not feeling sure 
of the compact being 
kept, his Majesty 
asked Dr. Hudson 
to go in his stead. 
The doctor went for- 
ward to Harborough, 
and finding no troops 
there, proceeded to 
Southwell, where 

Montreuil told him 
that the Scots were 
fearful of creating 
jealousy with the 
Parliament. In no 
hopeful mood, and 
with no tidings ex- 



ce'pTthat rScotsLd prom.sed .0 send a party o. l.ors. .0 Burton, Dr. H„d»n returned to Oxiord, 
:ir ,„ ther letters tro^ Montren,! were anxrons.y awa.ted. ,„ one °< '"-■; ^f „ ^ »*,'; 

. -1 .t, 1 ..„r . " Thev tell me thev will do more than can be expressed, but let not his 

t^X::Z;Z.:i:^rL:rZ .J . ... .. .ay not be decked, and let him take his 

, The ne.ottat.on. w.t. the Scots .e.an ^----^ f^^^^^^^^^^e^ in Slis^^L^"^ ^X^^eSit^t 

arnty and -render Newa^k^ that^^.^^.^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ 

London for Southwell on April 3 ^ clarendon's Hist. Rebellion, 490. 



no HISTORY OF NEWARK. 

measures aright, for certainly the enterprise is full of danger."! The king, however, felt he had no alterna- 
tive. John Ashbumham, who was in constant attendance upon him, says in a letter that the king felt 
he could not refrain from trying to reach the Scots, " first on account of his low condition in point of 
force, and the strong necessity he is brought into, not being able to supply his table. Secondly, 
because of the little hope he had of succour, and the certainty of being blocked up."t The king best 
explains the motives by which he was animated in a letter to the Marquis of Ormond, wherein he states 
that having sent many gracious messages to Parliament without effect, and having received very 
good security that he and his friends would be safe with the Scots, who would assist with their forces 
in procuring peace, he had resolved to put himself to the hazard of passing into the Scots army now 
before Newark. || This letter bears date Oxford, April 13th, 1646 ; and on the 25th, a letter being re- 
ceived from Montreuil, stating that the disposition of the Scotch commanders was now all that could 
be desired, the King left secretly on the 26th inst., accompanied only by John Ashburnham and Dr. 
Hudson, the latter being famiUar with the country and able to conduct the httle party by the 
safest route. The departure of the monarch took place in this wise. Dr. Hudson had an old pass 
for a captain who was ostensibly to go to London about his composition with the Parliament. 
In a scarlet cloak the doctor represented the military bearer. At midnight the King came 
with the Duke of Richmond to Ashbumham's apartment. The scissors were then appHed 
to the King's tresses and to Charles's love-lock, which was never more to float on the left side, 
and to clip that peak beard which adorns the Royal portrait. At two in the morning Hudson 
went to the Governor, Sir Thomas Glemham, who brought the keys. The clock struck three as they 
went over Magdalen bridge. They passed the part which opens on the London-road, and the Governor 
took his leave with a ' Farewell, Harry' — for to that name Charles was now to answer, riding as Ash- 
bumham's servant, wearing a Montero cap, and carrying a cloak bag.§ Arriving at Hillingdon, a village 
near Uxbridge, the party baited at the inn, and Mr. Disraeli represents them as spending several hours 
debating on their future course, being uncertain whether to continue their journey northwards to the 
Scots, or to go direct to London. Eventually they decided to move northwards, and proceeded on their 
way amidst perpetual risks and dangers. Fourteen garrisons of the enemy were passed through, and in 
trying to avoid detection, the party had many narrow escapes. At Downham, in Norfolk, they decided 
to halt, while Dr. Hudson went forward to Southwell to " conclude the treaty." In his statement to 
the Parliament Dr. Hudson says : — " The business was concluded, and I returned with the consent 
of the Scotch Commissioners to the King, whom I found at the sign of the White Swan at Downham. 
I related all to his Majesty, and he resolved the next morning to go to them." The King's disguise 
being known, it was thought necessary he should change his dress. Accordingly, having obtained a 
clergyman's attire, he was equipped in that, and being called Doctor was to pass for Hudson's tutor. 
Dr. Stukeley, the antiquary, who, in 1746, drew up a very careful account of the King's journey, says : — 
" They have still at Downham many memorials. They show several pieces of the King's handwriting 
with a diamond on glass, and they call the place where he walked to look for Dr. Hudson's return from 
Southwell the King's Walk."t His Majesty arrived at Stamford the evening of the 3rd May, and left 
there on the 4th, travelling all night. 

Early on the 5th of May, 1646, Charles reached the Saracen's Head, ■« here Montreuil was still 
residing. We have been at some pains to collect all the evidence available as to his arrival at the inn 

I " In u, word," writes the King, " Montreuil now disuades me as muCh as he did before persuade." — " Charles I. in 1646 : 

Camden Society, p. 82." 
I Clarendon's State Papers, II., 196. !l Parliamentary History, xiv., 442. 

§ Disraeli's " Commentaries on the Life of Charles I.," V., 189. 
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and his stay there, which seems to have been of very brief duration. Dr. Hudson says :— " So upon 
Tuesday morning we came all to Southwell to Montreuil's lodgings, where some of the Scotch Commis- 
sioners came to the King and desired him to march to Kelham for security, whither he went after din- 
ner."* ^^ Disraeh says, "after dinner the King passed to Kelham Bridge, the headquarters of General 
Leven." In the House of Lords, on May 7th, a letter was read from Montague and Pierrepont " from 
Colonel Rossiter's tent at the Leaguer before Newark, May 5th," stating : " We were this morning 
about ten of the clock credibly informed that the King with three others came in great speed this 
morning about seven of the clock to Southwell, and went to the house of Monsieur Montreuil, the French 
agent. About twelve this day two of the Scots Commissioners brought us a letter, a copy whereof is 
enclosed. The two Commissioners presently returned, and in this surprise we could not for the present 
think further than to desire of them he might not remove, which they approved of, and that we might 
speedily meet the rest of them at Famdon, which was consented unto." It would seem from this tes- 
timony that the King only remained a few hours at Southwell. The Httle party, with the monarch as 
the central figure dressed as a clergyman, bereft of the tresses and beard which are familiar to us from 
the portraits of Van Dyck, rode up to the Saracen's Head in the early morning, and having had some 
rest and refreshment, were conducted to Kelham. Dr. Stukeley writes : — " The grandson of Alderman 
Wolph, who entertained King Charles at Stamford, died lately at the age of eighty, and from him I have 
frequently heard the story of the King's visit and aU the circumstances of his journey as he received 
them from his grandfather. Between ten and twelve o'clock on Monday night, the King and his two 
companions set off through Mr. Wolph 's back gate on their road through the stone gate towards Ailing- 
ton, and so over the Trent at Gotham to Montreuil's lodgings at the King's Arms, at Southwell, whither 
they arrived on Tuesday morning. May 5th. The inn is still remaining, though the sign is changed. 
On the south side of the gateway was an apartment consisting of a dining-room and a bedroom. This 
apartment Montreuil occupied till the King came, when he gave it up to him. The inhabitants still 
talk of it as the king's bedchamber. The King sent for the Scotch Commissioners before dinner, and 
dined with them at this inn. Here he gave himself up to them, and in the afternoon went under an 
escort of their army to Kelham." In his diary, Stukeley says : " July 12th, 1744. At Southwell, 
dined in the room where King Charles lay. It is the long room near the street, at the King's Arms" — 
now the Saracen's Head. 

Before following his Majesty to Kelham, and inquiring what took place there, let us ascertain, so 
far as we are able, the nature of the scene enacted at the Saracen's Head. Ashburnham, one of those 
present, says, " many lords instantly waited on his Majesty with professions of joy to find that he had 
so far honoured the army as to think it worthy of his presence, some of them desiring to know whence 
they might best express their gratitude for the great confidence he had in them. His .Majesty replied 
that he would be weU satisfied with the hazards he had run to get to them if they would cheerfully apply 
themselves to the conditions. Lord Lowthian, directly the news reached the Scotch camp,J;^went to 
the King, and presented a series of demands to him, including the surrender of Newark. His Lordship 
expressed surprise at ' conditions' and denied them, adding that they could not be responsible for what 
their Commissioners in London might have done."J The King therefore hurried forward via Upton 
to Kelham, and presented himself before General Leslie.§ The Scottish general professed the greatest 
astonishment at his Majesty's presence. Disraeli says " the affair was conducted with such caution 

* Pprk's Desiderata Curiosa. p. 361. t Quoted in Dickinson's " Newark," p. 90. X Ashburnham's Narrative, II., 75- 
§ Lord Leven had withdrawn to Newcastle, leaving LesUe m command. 
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and secrecy by the Commissioners at the Scotch quarters, who had held an intercourse with Montreuil, 
that it appeared uncertain whether the Scots under General Leven were at all co-parties with their 
Commissioners." However this may be, the former persisted in affirming that the arrival of the King at 
their head-quarters was wholly unexpected. The first letter on the subject was to the English Commis- 
sioners at Newark, wherein they said they felt it their duty to acquaint them that the King had come into 
their army that morning, which they said " has overtaken us unexpectedly, filled us with amazement, 
and made us lilce men that dream." Their next letter on the subject was to the Parliament, and in it 
thev affirmed that " the King came into our army yesterday in so private a way that, after we had made 
search for him upon the surmises of some persons who pretended to know his face, yet we could not find 
him out in sundry houses. And we believe your lordships will think it was a matter of much astonish- 
ment to us, seeing we did not expect he would have come into any place in our power. "|| Mr. W. D. 
Hamilton considers that the King's reply at Southwell to Lord Lothian settled matters. " He was no 
longer regarded as the guest of M. Montreuil, but as their prisoner." 



In the Scotch camp at 
Kelham the King was first taken 
to the head-quarters of General 
Leslie, to which had been given 
the name of Edinburgh. § We 
next hear of him as a prisoner at 
Kelham House, where he was 
closely watched by a guard 
dignified by the name of "a 
guard of honour." Kelham 
House is mentioned by several 
authorities as the place where 
the King remained during his 
stay, but there is no evidence by 
which we have been able to fix 
the site of this dwelling. The old 
hall at Kelham is stated by 
Thdroton to have been built 




DAVID LESLIE. 
(General of the Scotch Army). 



" after the wars," by Robert 
Sutton, Lord Lexington, who was 
a devoted adherent to the ill- 
fated King, and ennobled by that 
monarch in the 2ist year of his 
reign. Prior to the erection of 
this residence the Sutton family 
resided at Averham, but their 
house had been attacked and 
ruined. Early in 1643-4, Robert 
Sutton joined the King at Oxford, 
and his estates were in con- 
sequence sequestrated and his 
house at Averham burnt by the 
troops. In reward for his services 
and some compensation for his 
losses, he was, in 1645, created 
Lord Lexington.* The house at 



Averham being burnt, and Kelham Hall not yet built, we cannot say where the residence which 
sheltered the King stood, but there was doubtless a house of some size in the village, for mention is 
raade of one in the MSS. of Sir John Kaye as follows :t— " In Kelham there was an ancient house of the 
Kelhams, and the same was lately sold into the possession of John Robertson, gentleman. There was 

II Peck's Desiderata Curiosa, p. 348. 
J In Ur. Stukeley's diaries are the following entries : — At Mr. Taylor's I saw an old print by Stent of a plan of the works at 
Newark in 1646, done by Clamp, the engineer. The print is copied by Buck, but not accurately. Directly on this side of 
Averham Bridge, from Kelham Bridge over the Trent, I saw a large fort called Edinburgh, being the Lord Leven's residence, 
the Scotch General at the seige. Here King Charles 1. unfortunately delivered himself into the hands of the Scots. It was 
on Tuesday, May 5th, 1646, ^hat King Charles sent for the Scotch Commissioners before dinner. The King went to Edin- 
burgh, over the Kelham Bridge. Tliis was a fort on that part of lines of circumvallation round Newark which were made 
in a meadow between the Trent and the River Devon, which runs under the Castle walls. This Edinburgh was Gen. Leven's 
head-quarters, just north of Kelham Bridge. This work of Edinburgh still remains by the Trent side, between the two 
bridges over the river ; and most parts of the lines of the forts around Newark on both sides may now be traced." His Majesty 
was lodged at Kelham House after he came, for greater security ; sentinels were placed before the doors and windows, so 
as to preclude the possibility of any comniunicatiou with those without or the transmission of letters. 
* Lexington Papers, p. 2. f Kaye MSS. in Bromley House Library. 
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another house in this town whereof one Tooke, a gentleman of great antiquity, was owner, and this is 
now in the possession of the Suttons, of Aram." 

At Kelham House the King was closely guarded, while communications were passing with the 
Pariiament, and negotiations were proceeding between the English and Scotch Commissioners, who met 
for the purpose in the fields between Kelham and Farndon, generally described as Faringdon. Mon- 
treuil, Ashburnham, and Hudson were still there, and from Ashburnham's narrative it would seem that 
his Majesty felt it wise to try the effect of a httle negotiation on his own account. Ashburnham says 
" the King, recognising his difficulty, turned his thoughts another way, and resolved to come to the 
Enghsh if terms could be arranged." Ashburnham took steps to eftect this, nominating as negotiators 
Lord Belasyse, governor of Newark, and Mr. Pierrepont, and desiring them to communicate with 
him, but Lord Belasyse told him, when they conversed together after the surrender of Newark, that Mr. 
Pierrepont " would by no means admit any discourse with me in the condition I then stood, the action 
of waiting on the King to the Scots army rendering me more obnoxious to the Parliament than any 
man living, and so those thoughts of his Majesty going to the EngUsh vanished." If Ashburnham had 
succeeded in his negotiations at Kelham the whole course of events would have been changed. As it 
was, the Scots held their prize securely.^ In the records of the House of Lords there is a document signed 
by eight noblemen who had heard of the jealous way in which the King was watched, protesting against 
" strict guard being kept by the Scots army about the house where the King then was," and none being 
" suffered to have access to his person without their permission." 

Meanwhile, the brave garrison of Newark, who had managed by ingenious means to keep well m- 
formed of the King's movements and intentions, were considering what course to pursue in regard to 
the surrender of the town. Overtures in this direction from the Parliamentarians had been renewed, 
and prepositions had been discussed. 

In the Bodleian Library is a pamphlet entitled, " The Second Summons to Newark, sent from the 
Committee of both Kingdoms, to the Govemour. Gentry, Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of that town, 
together with the Govemour's Answer thereunto, wherein he desires a short time for the preparing of 
Articles for the surrender of the said town, and Hostages for the security of his Commissioners. Ap- 
pointed by the Honorable WiUiam Lenthal, Esq., Speaker of the Honorable House of Commons, to be 
forthwith printed and published."* 

The Second Summons to the Covernour of Newark. 
Wee hope you have considered that our Paper (as you term it) contained a Summons from us : What we received from you 
merits no Reply. We were in earnest, as to give an Accompt to God and man of our Proceedings, and to shew that 
nothing from you can hinder our endeavouring that you may see your approaching Ruine. And whilest there is time to 
avoid it, We once more demand of you in the Name of both Houses of Parliament of England, and for the use of King 
and Parhament, That you forthwith deUver up the Town and Garrison of Newark into their hands ; and we shall give 
you Conditions for the Surrender thereof, which you must not expect to be such as you might formerly have obtained. 
This is the last Summons We shall send ; you now accepting of what is offered, will declare you are sensible of the total 
losse of your Estates, the devastation of the Country round about you ; of the Ruine of the Town, and of the Blood which 
may else be spilt. We shall expect your positive Answer by three of the clock to morrow in the Afternoon at Balderton. 

CoUingham, April 27, i64'5. 
For the Govemour of the Town and Garrison of Newark, the Gentry there, and the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of 

Signed in the Name, and hy the Committee of 
both Kingdoms. 

, . .. „, j„,=rrihpd bv Hudson was that Newark should surrender to the Scots it they would declare for the King, for which ■' I gave Montreuil an 

I Another proposal >3/5?"?/4 60m the Ktae lobe given to him if there should be occasion," but the Scots resolutely declined to risk abreach with the EngUsh. 
order to my Lord Bellasis ^°^^7n printed for Edw. Husband, Printer to the Honorable House of Commons, May 4, 1646. 
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The Answer of the Summons to Colonel General Poyntz. 
Sir, 

I Have received a second Summons from the Committee of both Kingdoms ; but by their own Directions, the busi- 
nesse concerns so m^ny, as they cannot expect a sudden return : However, I desire you would be pleased to let those 
Lords know. That on Wednesday 1 shall send mine Answer, and remain. 

Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 

John Bellasyse. 
Newark, April 
27, 1646. 

The Governour of Newark's Answer to the Summons of the Committee of both Kingdoms. 
The consideration of what is required in your Summons of Monday last, being of so high Concernment to His Majesty, and 
to the particular Interests of very many of His faithful Subjects in this Garrison, I conceive a shorter time then Monday 
next to prepare Articles of so divers natures as are necessary to be Treated on, will not be sufficient. At which time I 
will not fail to send such to you ; and upon your assent to them, to surrender the Town. In the mean time I send you 
here underwritten, the names of such Commissioners for the NobiUty, Gentry, Souldiery, Clergy and Townsmen, as I do 
intrust for the Treating of those Articles, with an equal number of yours, whose names I shall desire by the next ; and 
that you will appoint such a place as shall be most convenient for the Treaty. And I further expect. That a safe Conduct 
be granted, and Hostages dehvered for the security of those Commissioners imployed by me. 



John Bellas yse. 



Newark, April 29, 1646. 



The Lord Lexington 

Mr. Bellasyse Col. Adkins 

Sir Bryan Palmes Dr. Marsh, Dean of 
Sir Gervas Nevil York 

Col. Darcy Mr. Standish, Alder- 
Major General Eyre man 

Sir Simon Fanshaw Col. Gilby 
Sir Gamaliel Dudly 

Copies of these documents were sent to the House of Lords by Lord Montague (one of the Commis- 
sioners in the Army). In his letter, dated April 29th, his Lordship says, " I enclose our second summons 
and the answer thereunto. We are to meet with the Scots Commissioners to-morrow in the morning, 
■at Balderton ; and shall from time to time give your Lordships an account of our proceedings. "J 

The reason for these negotiations appears in Lord Belasyse's own statement. The King sent him 
word, about the 8th or loth April, of his intention to come to the Scots, and in regard to Newark left 
a latitude to him. " Seeing himself besieged and without hope of relief, he treated." While the terms 
were under discussion, his Majesty reached Kelham. Major-General Poyntz wrote on May 5th to the 
Speaker announcing the King's arrival that day at the Scots' quarters, and saying he had " posted 
away his Secretary" to assure him that his Majesty was safely secured at Kelham. He then goes on to 
say, " Our process in the Treaty was in great forwardness, but we now rather expect his Majesty's com- 
mands for a surrender than the prosecution of a parley." Poyntz was right in his surmise. As soon 
as the King was in the Scots' camp he was induced to send terms of surrender to the garrison. These 
terms were worse than had been previously submitted, and were by no means satisfactory to Lord Bel- 
asyse, and the valiant men associated with him. His Lordship sent a letter of expostulation, desiring 
that the King would leave him to treat with the Commissioners, but his Majesty wished him to deliver 
up the town that night, at which he was " troubled." There is a tradition that Lord Belasyse shed 
tears, and we have it on the authority of Thoroton, who lived near Newark at the time, that " Mr. 
Smith, the valiant Mayor, on his Lordship communicating to him the King's order, urged the said 

I Pari. Hist., XIV., 377, where the summons and answer are also printed. 
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Governor with tears to trust God and sally." The night passed without any decision -what an 
anxious night it must have been !— so Dr. Hudson was sent to hasten matters, and early the following 
morning there came an order from the unfortunate monarch which could not be disobeyed. [We quote 
from the copy among the Duke of Portland's Manuscripts,* which differs from that in previous histories, 
being the only copy containing the important sentences which we have italicised.] 

[1646, May 6.] " 8 of the clock. — Belasyse. Such is the condision of affaires att this present that I can give you no hope att 
all of reliefe, npr off better condisions than what I sent you last night, wherfore the best for my service will be that you 
conclude uppon them with all expedision the cheefe reason being that according to my dissigne I am necessitated to march 
with the Scotch army this day northwards, but cannot move till this agreement be consented to by you. / am hartily sorry 
that my business stands so as that I must impose such condisions uppon you. I am your most assured friend Charles R." 
Copy. On the outside is endorsed " His Majesty writt word to the Governor of Newark three weeks before the town was 
surrendered that upon assurances which he had received he intended presently to come to the Scots' army, and therefore 
he commanded him to keep the town till he came." (Sec Commons' Journals, iv., 580.) 

Here is from the same MS. Collections (those of the Duke of Portland) Lord Belasyse's own account of 
what occurred : — 

EXAMIN.\TION OF JOHN [LORD] BeLLASSIS. 

1646, June II. — " He knew that the King intended to come to the Scotch army before he came thither. Being asked how long 
before he came thither did he knowe of it, he saythe he being beseged could not have often intelhgences but aboute the 
8th or loth of April was the iirste time that he hearde of it. The garrison of Newarke knewe it. My intelligence was 
from the King. He writte me worde that he thoughte he shoulde be with the Scotts and intended to goe to them. This 
letter was aboute the 8th or loth of April. Being asked what directions he had from the king concerning the armies there 
he said the king lefte a latitude to him and seeing himself beseged and without hope of relefe he treated. 

Hudson was sente to me from the king the nexte day after the king came hither. I hearde that the king was in the 
Scotch quarters. I received a letter in which were propositions worse then we had and a commande to deliver it upon 
these termes believing I coulde not have better. It was my difficulty that the king shoulde prescribe me conditions before 
I knewe what I shoulde have. I answered to the king, I wondered he shoulde prescribe me conditions which I coulde 
not accept of, that I desired him to leave me to the commissioners to treate. The King sente to me to deliver the towne 
that nighte. I was troubled at it, I beheved I shoulde have better. The King sent Hudson to me to hasten the treaty 
upon the former propositions that the King sente to me. I sawe him not since in Newarke. I sawe him since at his 
owne howse. He came to me to my owne howse. I then knewe not the parhament demanded him. He came from the 
King to me and desired he mighte goe with me as one of my servants. Being asked [he said] he did not acquaynte him 
with any thing but that he was to goe into France. 

He spake with Mr. Ashburnham in the Ilande the day that the King marched away. He came thither and sente to 
desier to speake with me. He tolde me that the King had endeavoured to have me waighte on him, but coulde not pre- 
vayll. I never els .spake with Mr. Ashburnham. He knewe not that the King woalde come, onely he writte he intended it. 

He knewe of the King's coming to Southwell within an hower after he was there. A captayne came on his parol to me, 
and tolde it me and wente backe to the King, and broughte me worde backe that he had kissed his hande and he sente 
me worde that I shoulde heare of him within three or four houres. I verily thinke the King was deceived in his expecta- 
tions in his going thither. A letter of the King's purpos to goe thither came in a man's belly. He swallowed it in a billet 
and voided it twice.f I hearde out of the Scotch quarters signs of the King being there. 

He sayth that he knowes of noe gentleman of quality that wente to the Scotch army from Newarke but some officers 
and souldiers of fortune. 

After he was beseged he often sente to Oxforde but not by the Scotts nor through their quarters, but in the nighte and 
by olde women he thinks sente before the line was finished. 

He had advertisement from Oxforde by a ragged man whome he imployed as his agent, to be civil to the Scotch there, 
but at the firste I sallyed equally to them and was as wilUng to beate the Scotch as the English. I did not sally upon 
either after I was beseged because of the plague among us. The English had better workes far then the Scotts. The 
King's letter (?) to me in was that the King intended to goe to the Scotch array and he had assurance for 

his servants (')." Signed " J. Belasisse." [N. xiv., 127.] 

* Hist. MSS Commission Report, XIH App. u i,- j >u c u „„ " 

% Ferys, in Lis diary f jr Feb. 4, i&U-i, refers to f.iis incice.it, and says i! was " told hiin by Lord Bellasis at dinner at the Sun behind the Exchange. 
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The articles of surrender are printed in full in Rushworth IV., i., 269, and in the " .Annals of Newark," 
and copies of them are in the Duke of Portland's collection. They are dated 6th May, the day of the 
King's letter ; and seeing that they are very favourable and honourable to the garrison, we may assume 
Lord Belasyse was more successful in his negotiations than his Majesty expected could be the case. Full 
protection was secured for the people of the town, " their persons, privileges, goods or estates ;" and 
all officers and soldiers were to march away with their horses, arms, and possessions, to their homes, 
or to any other garrison not besieged or blocked up. Guards and convoys were appointed to protect 
the gentlemen and soldiers in their march from violence, and an important clause was inserted that 
" aU persons comprised in these Articles, grounded upon the summons of 27th April, which began this 
present treaty, be recommended to compound with the Parliament for their estates, as coming in before 
the 1st of May." (The value of the clause will appear in the next chapter.) 

Mr. Twentyman writes : — " His Majesty cast himself upon the loyalty of the Scotch rebels, and 
commanded the town to be surrendered, which was done after one or two entreaties before made unto 
his Majesty that they might still keep the town for him, for they had those high thoughts that before 
their store could be spent, some change or other would have appeared to his Majesty's advantage and 
relief. But his Majesty continuing his command, they as obedient loyal subjects, to their great grief, 
laid down their arms, and so surrendered (1646) this virgin garrison of Newark. And so it was the 
merciful Providence of God to deliver them out of the hands of enraged and unmerciful men who had 
long threatened and sought their ruin, and take them into His own, the plague being brought in among 
them by some soldiers which came from some other places. My father, who was an ironmonger at 
Horncastle, was imprisoned six or seven times at Lincoln and Tattershall Castle for his loyalty. He 
married Sarah Hollinhedge, daughter of Mr. Robert Hcllinhedge, B.D., minister of Horncastle, an 
eminent divine, and by her he had John, Robert, William, | and Edward — drowned on a voyage to the 
West Indies — and John is the author of this account." 

In Peck's " Desiderata Curiosa" (p. 351) is the examination of John Peerson, of Newark, barber, 
taken the i8th May, 1646, before Henry Dawson, deputy Mayor of the town of Newcastle, touching 
his attendance upon the King, Mr. John Ashburnham, and Dr. Hudson. He said he was born at Newark, 
and had lived there all his lifetime. He came out of Newark Thursday gone eight days, being the 7th 
this instant May, and that Mr. Hudson came to Newark for him, and told him he was to make himself 
ready presently to trim his Majesty at Kelham. When he came to Kelham, Mr. Ashburnham asked 
him if he were a barber, and told him his Majesty was not at leisure now, but he must go along with 
the King, and trim him when he was at leisure. Whereupon the examinant went along with his Majesty, 
and Mr. Ashburnham told him he thought his Maj esty would not be at leisure to be trimmed until he 
came to Newcastle. On the way he did Mr. Ashburnham any service that he commanded him. The 
last time he saw Mr. Ashburnham it was at court upon the Saturday last. (Signed, John Peerson). 
Dr. Hudson was examined before the Committee of Parliament touching the King's escape from Oxford 
to Southwell, and he said that when they reached the French Ambassador's lodgings, some of the Scotch 
Commissioners came to the King and desired him to march to Kelham for security. They went there 
after dinner that night. The Scotch secured an order from the King to Lord Belasyse for the surrender 
of Newark, that they might make more speedy repair to Newcastle, and while they stayed at Kelham 

J William Twentyman was Mayor in 1678. 
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they pressed his Majesty to some things contrary to former propositions, at which he was much dis- 
pleased.* 

In " the Answer of the Commons to the Scots' Commissioners' Papers of the 20th Nov. and their 
letter of 24th October last, 1645,"$ the Commons affirm that the Kingdom of Scotland hath no right of 
joint exercise of interest in disposing the person of the King in the Kingdom of England. They say 
that "^if the King were duly in Scotland, we should not claim any joint interest in disposing of his person 
there." The lengthy argument on this and kindred topics occupies many pages, the only local references 
bemg embodied in the reply of the Scots Commissioners, in which they say that the quarters wherein 
they had stayed during the siege of Newark, being extremely exhausted, and the service for which they 
came thither being performed, they removed into Yorkshire, and " the King, as he came to them of his 
own accord, did voluntarily march along with them ;" and adding that " their keeping and preserving 
his Majesty's person was without the least thought of hindering his voluntary return to his Parhament." 
The Commons reply that their Committee earnestly pressed them that the King might return back 
to Southwell, and not be at Kelham, " where the body of your army lay, to cajole or disturbe your 
souldiers," but could not obtain consent thereto. The next day they again complained without effect, 
and the following day, being Thursday (7th May), " your army marched away and took the King with 
them." The Commons conclude by expressing the hope that there will be " a sweet and brotherly 
agreement " between the nations. 

In a list of noblemen and gentlemen slain in his Majesty's service in or near Newark are the names 
of Colonel Leeke, son of Lord Deyncourt (afterwards Earl of Scarsdale), Lieut.-Col. Pavier, Captains 
Ord, Cole, and Pelham, kiUed during the last siege ; Baron Done, Sir Troilus TurberviUe, captain of the 
King's Lifeguards ; Sir Ingram Hopton, Sir Charles Bowles, Major Thomas Whitmore, Sir John Ramsey, 
and others. " And here mention should not be omitted of Mr. Garven Rutherford, who deserves to be 
had in everlasting memory for his loyalty ; for having had 29 children by one wife, he trooped under 
his 27th child, who was a commander for his Majesty at Newark."|| 

In Rampton Church, the burying-place of the Eyre family, is a small brass on the north waU 
of the chancel, stating, " In this vault he the remains of Sir Gervase Eyre, Kt., who was killed in de- 
fending Newark Castle for King Charles the ist." 

Of Lord Deyncourt it is recorded that " having suffered much for his loyalty in the times of the 
unparalleled rebeUion in which King Charles lost his hfe, he became so much mortified after the horrid 
murder of his rightful sovereign that he apparelled himself in sackcloth, and causing his grave to be 
digged some years before his death, laid himself down in it every Friday, exercising himself frequently 
in divine meditation and prayer. He died at Sutton, Derbyshire. April qth, 1655, and was buried in 
the church."t 

* Dr. Hudson was imprisoned at the Tower, but escaped therefrom. He went into Lincolnshire, where he raised a party of horse 
for the King's service. He lost his life at Woodcroft House, about seven miles distant from Stamford. Col. Thomas Waite 
reported to the Parhament that he had suppressed the insurrection at Stamford and killed their commander, Dr. Hudson. 
When Woodcroft House was besieged, the doctor was on the battlements. The enemy threw him over, and he caught the 
spout, but his hands being beaten or cut off, he fell into the moat beneath, and was knocked on the head with the butt 
end of a musket. — Peck's Desiderata Curiosa, p. 379. 
J London : Printed for Ed. Husband, printer to the Honorable Hous3 of Commons, and are to ba sold at his shop m Fleet bt., 

at the sign of the Golden Dragon, near the Inner Temple, Dec. 4, 1646. 
I! Dickinson, p. 112. ' f Co.x's "Churches of Derbyshire," I., 376. 
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Shortly after the surrender of the town an order was issued by ParUanient for the earthworks to be 
destroyed and the Castle dismantled. Gangs of men were employed, and the Castle converted from a 
noble residence and a powerful stronghold into a battered ruin. Of the earthworks, an important 
part remains to this day in the Queen's Sconce, on the Farndon-rcad, popularly known as the Sconce 
Hills. Mr. T. M. Blagg, F.S.A., says of it :* — "Square, with very bold bastions at each angle, and 
immense depth of ditch, it is probably the most perfect specimen of seventeenth century field 
fortification now remaining in England. The companion earthwork on the northern side of the town — 
the ' King's Sconce ' — has now been completely cut away, its site in Northgate being partly occupied 
by Mr. Farrar's foundry. Nearer Winthorpe, however, on the east bank of the river, close to Crankley 
Point, can be traced the perfect outline of a similar fort, known now, presumably from its shape, as the 
' Star Fort,' which the rebels threw up in order to command the river and prevent supplies from coming 
into the town by boat. Though intersected by a hedge, its grassy ramparts and bastions are plainly 




THE SCONCE HILLS. 

discernible." A contemporary letter says, " The countrie thereabouts are all summoned to come in with 
spades, shovels, pickaxes, and other necessaries, on Monday next, to assist in demolishing of the works of 
Newark." The Rev. John Shaw, Mcar of Rotherham, writes : " I was with the six commissioners for 
Newark. General Leslie did not dehver the King to the Enghsh commissioners, nor to the Parhament, 
at which all people wondered. They marched away, leaving the siege with a swifter march than or- 
dinary, carrying the King with them to Newcastle. Lord Bel asyse yielded up the town to the commis- 
sioners with whom I then was, and the forts and works at Newark were demohshed. I returned to 
Hull, but was the same day sent back by the desire of the Mayor and Aldermen to the commissioners 
at Lincoln, to desire them to restore the great guns belonging to Hull which they had fetched thence 
to the siege of Newark, which I effected. "§ 



* Guidj to Newark, p. 77. 
§ The Life of Master John Shaw, Vicar of Rotherham, from the original, writ by himself, Yorkshire Diaries (Surtees Society), 
p. 142. Mr. Shaw died in 1672, and was buried in Rjth^rham Church. 
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The date when the work of destruction was in progress is fixed by the following interesting entry 
in the parish registers of North CoUingham :-" Anno Dni, 1646. Richard Thorneton, labourer, who 
was kiUed with the fall of stone at the puUing downe of Newark Castle, was buryed the i8th day of 
July." 

Among those who marched out of the town with the lionours of \\ ar at the termination of the siege on 
May 8th, 1646, with Lord Belasyse, were Lord Lexington, Lord Deyncourt, and other members of the 
aristocracy who had clung to the fortunes of the King. Lord Belasyse remained in retirement during 
the Commonwealth, and no mention is made of him until 1678, when he was thrown into prison, through 
being designated as one of the leaders of the army which Titus Gates pretended was in course of form°a- 
tion. His lordship was a Roman Catholic, and on the accession of James II. he was made a Commis- 
sioner of the Treasury. He died in 1689, and was buried in the Church of St. Giles-in-the-Fields, where 
a monument to him was erected, speaking of him as " Governor of Newark," and adding that " he 
valiantly defended that garrison against the English and Scotch armies till his Majesty came in 
person to the Scotch quarters and commanded the surrender of it."J On the death of his grandson, 
without issue, the title became extinct. 



It is stated in a contemporary 
letter that the sickness was " very hot 
in the town, which occasioned the 
surrender thereof a day sooner than 
was agreed upon, so that it was yielded 
up on Friday, the 8th of May. The 
officers and soldiers marched to their 
own homes on that day, there being 
scarce any garrison of the King's 
unbesieged to which they might resort. 
There were found in the town one 
great piece of ordnance, commonly 




MONUMENT 10 LORD 
BELASYSE. 



called ' sweetlips,' eleven other great 
pieces of ordnance, two mortar pieces, 
divers drakes and small pieces, 4,000 
arms, forty barrels of gunpowder, and 
a great store of bullets, match, and 
other ammunition. The garrison had 
considerable ammunition, but of 
provisions little fresh meat, of salt 
meat ' some plentie,' but much of it 
tainted ; some store of butter and 
cheese, many barrels of beer and wine, 
a good store of corn, but ' fewel for fire 



very little.' The next day after the articles were signed the Scotch army took their march northward. 
The Newark garrison seemed much discontented at the King delivering himself up to the Scots, and when 
800 of them had marched out with Lord Bellasis, they would not nominate any other garrison to go to for 
the further service of the King, but like the rest who came out, who were about 1000 more, so they went 
away everyone to their own homes." As to the clergy in the town, the gentry. Aid. Atkinson, and " the 
rest of the indignant townsmen," they were (says the writer) " very sad in the towne," and " walk away 
in a mournful posture." " We have," he continues, " taken great care to prevent the soldiers from 
plundering, though some of them did well remember how they were stripped at the Spittle. "f 

During the latter part of the siege the town was tried almost as sorely by the relentless foe 
within as by those without its walls, for the plague was striking down and sweeping away both the 
soldiers and the citizens. There was no wonder that sickness spread when we consider how closely the 
town had been invested, and how difficult it must have been to keep up a satisfactory supply of food, 
and to maintain in the narrow streets, amid all the excitement and danger of a vigorous siege, anything 



+ View of London, 1748. 



t Quoted in Dickinson's History, p. 1:3. 
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approaching proper cleanliness and sanitation. A Parliamentarian who visited the town shortly after 
its surrender says, " Truly it has become a miserable, stinking, infested place. I pray God they do not 
infect the countries and towns adjacent." The plague seems to have been virulent in the early part 
of 1646, and the authorities did their best to cope with it. The following regulations were made and 
are on the minutes of the Corporation : — 

Orders made and agreed upon 9th day of March, 1645-6, by Thos. Smith, Mayor, and the Aldermen of the said town, in the 

time of the visitation of the pestilence. 
That the Justices of the Peace, Aldermen, and Coadjutors hereunder named, shall in their several divisions hereunder 
mentioned from time to time during this visitation take order that sufficient relief be provided, not only for such towns- 
men as are or shall be visited or infected, but also for all other poor persons, to prevent their wandering abroad. 

That they shall daily take a strict account of all persons that shall be sick or die within their divisions, to the end that 
if upon search such persons shall be found to be infected, that then their house may be forthwith shut up, and a guard 
set upon the same, to prevent the further spreading of such infection. 

That the constables within the several divisions shall daily be attendant upon the said Justices, Aldermen, and Co- 
adjutors assigned to such divisions, and from time to time inform and observe all such directions as they shall receive 
from them for the better execution of these present orders. 

It is ordered and agreed upon and directed that there shall be two searchers appointed and sworn to survey all persons 
sick or dying, and that they shall receive for their pains at the rate of 6d. per diem a peice, beside their further livelihood 
and subsistence. 

That the said Aldermen and Coadjutors shall within their divisions assigned unto them appoint such a number of watch- 
men for the guarding of such houses as are or shall be infected as they shall think fit, and every such watchman for 
warding by day shall be allowed 8d., and for warding by night lod. 

That persons shall be nominated and appointed to bury all such persons as shall die of this infection. 

That such as shall die infected shall be buried in a place called Appleton about the midst thereof, and that special order 
shall be taken that their graves be made of sufficient depth. 

That all persons within this town do from henceforth take notice to keep up their dogs, cats, and swine, otherwise if 
they shall be found abroad after the publication hereof, that persons shall be appointed to shoot or kill them, or else for, 
the same be mulct a sum of money not exceeding 2s. for one offence, to be set upon the person offending, by the Mayor 
and Aldermen, &c. 

That the Justices of the Peace, Aldermen, Coadjutors, and Constables hereunder named, personally see unto the several 
divisions of the said town, according to these orders and directions, and also with the approbation of the Mayor do execute 
what by the statute is appointed. 

[Then follows a hst of those appointed, and the divisions of the town which were to be under their superintendence.] 

The sickness, which was probably a malignant fever, raged with great destructiveness around the 
Castle. There is no special reference to it in the parish registers at Newark, but in the register of the 
parish of Stoke, in which the Castle and its precincts were included, there is a long list of deaths from the 
plague, each entry being marked with a large cross. At the end of the list is this statement : — " There 
dyed in the towne of Stoke, 1646, eight score and one, whereof of the plague seven score and nineteen. 
Wilham Lloyd, Vicar, 1646." At Balderton there were 129 buried in 1646, as against 19 the previous 
year. The mortality seems to have been greatest in June and July, there being 31 and 28 buried in 
those months. In the parish register is the entry, " Wm. Chantler, curate, was buried, dying of the 
plague, June 17th, 1646." In the North Collingham register there are entries of the burials of 32 per- 
sons that died of the plague. The entries begin nth August, 1646, and end Dec. 23rd, when the words 
in the margin are " plague ceased." On Jan. 21, 1647, the inhabitants of Newark in a petition indicate 
the severe effects of the plague and the impoverishment of the town. They say that " since the former 
order (of Parliament) the plague has consumed many persons, and the town is not yet clear. 
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Robert S\itton's (Lord Lexington) wife, Lady Anne Le\;ington, could not by reason of the plague in 
and about Newark go in person to her house, nor send her servants to assemble her tenants, so as to 
inform the committee of the value of the estate, all the writings being lost." 
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x\ good idea of the excessive burden which the war Liid upon the shoulders of the people may be 
gleaned from the account book of the parish of Thorpe, near Newark, which dates back to the Civil War 
period, and is kept with unusual care. The entries made in the time of Wm. Bayly, constable, show that 

Baguley /2. In July, 
August, and September 
of 1645, tlie assessment 
from Thorpe to be paid 
to the garrison at 
Newarl^: amounted to 
£14, Matthew Double- 
day being mulct in 
£4 i8s. od. more. In 
the three subsequent 
months they paid to 
Newark another £i.|. ; 
and in pursuance of 
an assessment made 
December 17th of the 
same year for five 
weel-:s, there was paid 
to Waior Widmerpool 
£40, including £20 from 
Sir Cfuy Palms and the 
commissioners of New- 
ark, Matthew Double- 
day ngain h.uang to 
pay /6 6s. 8d. An 
assessment was made 
24th Jan., 1645-6, on 
Capt. Goodriche of £"8, 
Sir Guy Palms and the 
commissioners being 
down for £4 . Then there 



assessment was 
made for Nottingham 
for II weeks beginning 
3th April, 1645. at the 
rate of 8d. in the £. 
Sir Guy Palms heads 
the list with £2 19s. 4d., 
and the total amount 
of the assessment came 
to £13 153. od. It was 
followed on the 21st 
June, 1645. with an 
assessment for the 
raising of £20 quar- 
terly, to be paid to 
Newark, from which it 
appears that the un- 
fortunate little parish 
was squeezed b}- both 
parties, paying contri- 
butions to the Parlia- 
mentarians and to the 
Roj'alist forces. An 
assessment of £20 was 
raised (part to Newark 
b\" Mr. Butler or his 
tenants there) from 
18 people. Matthew 
Doubleday subscribed 
£7 of it, and Richard 
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was a weekly assessment made of 41s. 3d. for the maintenance of the Horse (Guards ; and subsequently there 
came one of 40s. a week, to be paid to Nottingham, beginning 12th May, 1646. On July i8th in the same 
year, there was a further v.-eekly assessment for two months, after the rate of 5s. 6d. for the relief of the 
visited people of Balderton. On April 28th, 1647, £4 4s. od. was collected for the British Army in Ireland, 
and a rate of 2d. in the £ was levied on the ist May for one month's pay for two soldiers' quarters. On 
the 24th May id. in the £ was called in for two weeks' pay, for the quarterage of two soldiers, and 
various other calls for soldiers' expenses. There was also a le^'y made " for repairinge the mill bridge 
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and other uses for the towne." On Dec. 2ist, 1647, an assessment was made for six months, after the 
rate of 24s. a month, for the maintenance of the arm.y of Sir Thomas Fairfax ; and id. in the £ on Julj' 
8th, 1648, for the bringing in of horse for the Parhament service. .August 21st, 1648, /6 9s. od. was 
levied for the fortifjnng and furnishing of the Castle of Nottingham with ammunition and victuals for 
the preservation of the ccnnty. On Nov. 4th, /3 15s. 5d. was contributed for quartering of two soldiers 
belonging to Capt. Birkberk's and Col. Whife's regiments ; and on the same date a further assessment 
of 5d. in the / for quartering of 50 soldiers of Col. Rainborow's regiment. Then there were levies for 
the maintenance of the sieges of Pontcfract and Scarborough, and for the troops of Major-Gen. Lambert, 
and for other military purposes, the amount contributed varying from one or two pounds at a time to 
£15 or /16. On the 30th Oct., 1649, there was an assessment of ^ii 14s. od. for three months, for the 
maintenance of the forces in England and Ireland and other rates levied for the raising of dragoons and 
the mihtia, Mr. Robert Butler and his tenants contributing £6 5s. 4d. In the items of payment by the 
constable of Thorpe, we find the following : — " 1642. For our charges when we went to take the protes- 
tation, 3s. ; for a copy of the protestation, 6d. My charges to Newark and so to Nottingham with the 
King's ' wagging,' is. Paid to Bartholomew Wright for going to Nottingham with the King's wag- 
ging, IS. For carrying a load of the King's household to Tuxford, 15s. My charges for hiring ye horses 
to Newark for ye King's wagging, is. My charges for going to Newark when ye county was called in, 
to lend ye King money, is. For our charges when we paid the money that was lent to the King, 2S." 
In 1643, among the expenses of Edward Wilde, constable, were the following : — " To the committee of 
Newark, £t los.od. Paid to the Queen's poulterer in geese, turkeys, chickens, and rabbits, is. My 
charges for carrying the Queen's provisions, is. For carrying the Queen's provision next week, is. 
For carrying in breade and cheese, is. Our charges when we went to the alarm at Newark, is. 2d. My 
charges when I went to the commission of array, is. Item for a bottle of hay for the soldiers' horses, 
6d. For making 10 yards of the workes at the garrison of Newark, £2 3s. lod. My charges for going 
with the horse to the committee of Newark, is. My charges for carrying a bushel of rye to Newark, is. 
Item for carrying a lame souldier to Newark, 6d. Item for carrying provision to ye garrison at Newark, 
6d." In 1647, amongst other items laid out by the next constable, Bartholomew Wright, are the fol- 
lowing : — " Paid ye maimed soldiers, when we went about the subsidy to Newark, 4d. Paid the ex- 
penses of the soldiers at Stoke, 2s. My charges for gathering the subsidj^ and paying it, is. Given to 
the Parliament soldiers, 4d. My charges at Newark with the soldiers who came for quarters, 6d. Paid 
the British army, £4. Two soldiers, one month's pay for their quarters, £2 8s. od. [Other items for 
the quartering of soldiers follow.] Paid Matthew Doubleday, for going to Nottingham when the coimtry 
was called in about the soldiers' quarters, 2s. 6d." Amongst the items of 1648 are :^" Paid two mus- 
keteers coming to me at Stoke about the assessment, 2S. For raising of the horse for the parliament 
service, £2 14s. 4d. Towards the disbanding of the new levied troop of dragoons of Col. 
White's regiment, £10 13s. od. Paid to Mr. Death, of Balderton, for the charges of them that 
went with the petition to the Parliament, about the country's grievances, 4s. For our charges when 
the country was called in to Newark to give an account of the pa5dng of the £2,000 laid upon this county 
for the maintenance of Col. White's regiment, is. 4d." Similar levies were made on other parishes 
around. Thus, the yearly rent of Brodholme, Notts., being £165 17s. 4d., it paid an assessment at the 
rate of 2S. id. in the pound. Viz., £17 3s. od. " There has been paid out of the parish of Thorney to the 
garrison of Newark five assessments of £13." These entries serve to show the heavy and constant tax 
which was pat upon residents in all parts of the county, and what ruinous burdens they had to bear 
until more peaceful times were enjoyed. 
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So also the parish constable's accounts of Upton abound in entries of payments in connection with 
the war. The book is admirably kept, the payments being entered under each year, but unfortunately 
in many cases not specifying the day or month. Thus sometime in 1642 there was " spent for the King's 
provision, 12s. id. ; given to two lame soldiers who came from the King's army in October, 2s. ; " in 
1643, " spent when we were at the Castle of New . . is. (evidently referring to the first siege) ; paid 
for bread and cheese and drink for the foot soldiers which did run away from Newark, but were taken 
at Southwell, is. 2d. ; paid to George Ward and Richard Ward going to Newark with plans when the 
Queeri was there, 6d. ; when I went to carry provisions for the Queen, spent 4d. ; spent when I went 
to Morton concerning a draught to go with the Queen, 4d. ; spent for the soldiers when they went to 
Newark when the Queen was there, being called on by warrant, is. 8d. ; paid for boating men over when 
they went to the works, 4d. ; " and several payments for lodging soldiers from Newark Castle. In 1644 
Jane Kitchin, widow, was parish constable, " she hiring one to serve the constable's office for the present 
year." Her payments include the following items : — " Spent when the soldiers kept the court of guard 
at George Houghton's house, yd. ; spent at Kirk's when the quartermasters were writing the billets, 
IS. 2d. ; paid for a soldier which did lie sick at Kirk's, for his meat, lodging, and drink, lod. ; paid for 
ale for a soldier, his horse being tired, id. ; paid to Thos. Kitchin for guarding a soldier to Norwell, 
6d. ; given to eight men which had been prisoners at Derby, is. ; given to a soldier which was sick who 
had a pass to be riding from constable to constable to his abiding place, 6d. ; spent when we went to 
Capt. White's for to procure a warrant for Morton to bear a third part of the assessment, is. 6d. ; given 
to six soldiers which did guide the prisoners through the town, 6d. ; when I went to Ayerham weir with 
the townsmen, 6d. ; paid to Walker for gathering victuals for the Parliament army, 2s. id. ; spent when 
10 soldiers came from RoUestone for peas and oats, being of the Lord of Loughborough his regiment, 
IS. 2d. ; given to two of Col. Eyre, of Hassop, his men, which had lost their company, is. ; paid to four 
carters which went with the oats when Prince Rupert was at Newark, 20s. ; paid for boating the men over 
the Trent when they went to the works, 4d. ; gave to two soldiers which came from the Marquis of 
Newcastle, 4d." There are many other payments of a like nature to soldiers, a payment for a cart rope 
when the carts went with Prince Rupert, and a gift to a boy " which was robbed coming from Wing- 
field Manor, being of Sir Richard Byron's troop." Also a payment of 6d. to Edward Harper and Henry 
Asling going to Newark to the bulwarks ; paid for six strikes of peas which the Parliament had upon 
Kelham Hill, when they laid siege against Newark, iis. ; for going to Newark when Major Palmer 
would have quartered 30 men with us, spent is. 2d. In 1645, when William CuUen was constable, the 
payments included money " spent on Col. Eyre's soldiers which came for draughts to fetch lead from 
Southwell in the night, Feb. 8th ; my charges (3rd March) when I went for four men to Newark to the 
bulwarks, 8d. ; given to a poor man which had lost all his goods by the armies, 2d. ; June 8th, spent 
on three draughts that led hay from Rolleston to Newark for Col. WiUis, 8d. ; I paid for two hundred 
and four score pounds of bread £1 6s. 8d., and for four score pounds of cheese at Nottingham £1 3s. 4d. ; 
paid to Richard Skinner's wife for ale for the Parliament soldiers, drunk when they came one night from 
Mansfield to keep the guard at the Cross, 4s. ; spent at Southwell when the Scotchmen took me for 
their guide, 4d. ; paid to Nottingham, as appears by the quittances, from i8th April to 13th October, 
^22 i6s. od." In 1646 there are heavy disbursements for the support of the Scotch then besieging 
Newark ; paid weekly assessment to the Scots army, from the 4th Feb., 1645, to 6th May, 1646, being 
13 weeks at the rate of £5 6s. 8d. per week, £69 6s. 8d. After the wars there are sundry payments to 
disbanded soldiers, and is. to two decayed gentlemen, their wives, and seven children, which had lost 
their estates in the Parhament's service in Ireland, they having General Poynes' letter from York to be 
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relieved on their journey to London ; and in 1647, paid Mr. Crumwell for the casting down of the bul- 
warks, 14s. 8d. 

These disbursements could only be met with difficulty by the villages, while the straits to which 
Newark itself was put is further illustrated by an entry in the minutes recording the sale of Corporation 
plate. After an account of a meeting of Thomas Smith, Mayor, and the Aldermen, in the Moothall, 
on the 15th May, 1646, " for ye supplying of ye roome of Wilham Richards, late alderman, deceased, 
and the better regulating of the tcwne in the time of visitation," when WiUiam Barrett was elected 
alderman and Robert Geniscn co-adjutor, there is this entry in a different hand : — 

Plate delivered to Mr. Edward Standishe, Alderman, bv consent, to be sold for the towne's use, and to supplie theire present 
want of money at the surrender of the towne : — 
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7>«/!n'mj5 thirteen Apostle |'. " 

spoones, | , ■ 

Itm twoe high Beere 

Bowles, 
Itm twoe wine bowles, 'I' i^r- 

Itm one guilt wine bowle, 
Itm one great guilt goblett, 
Itm five Trencher salts, 
Itm one grea t stooped salt. 
The whole parcell 
weighing 

The weight of this 
beautiful plate, which 
the town had un- 
fortunately to dispose 
of in its time of Plate «■ 
need, is not recorded. 
Following this entry 
is the following : — 
" Thomas Roughton, 
by his will in writing, 
dated the loth day 
of Aprill, 1646, gave 
to the towne of 

town or markett to convert the same into mault, upon paine to be proceeded 
of the Peace within this towne." 




.1.1 



EXTRACT FROM CORPORATION MINUTES. 



Newarke a legacie of 
/20 in these words : 
/20 to the Town of 
Newark, to the best 
use the(y) can put 
it to. It was ordered 
by Mr. Maior to be 
employed towards 
the maintenance of 
the poor this year 
in the time of the 
^'isitation of ye 
plague, John Rough- 
ton, his brother, 
being executor." In 
April, 1649, it was 
ordered " that noe 
maulster or badgerj 
whatsoever shall or 
doe dureing this time 
of scarcitie buy any 
barley within this 
against in the Sessions 



As will have been seen (from the numerous quotations we have made) a good deal of information 
about Newark was published in the newspapers of the period. In addition to this, the siege produced 
a literature of its own. The Judge Advocate General was the poet, John Cleveland, to whom is attri- 
buted a song published to cheer the garrison, and whose poems were subsequently collected by E. Wil- 
liamson.* This gentleman, in an address " to the discerning reader," dated Newark, Nov. 21st, 1658, says, 

\ Badger — a corn dealer. 
* J. Cleaveland revived ; poems, orations, epistles, and other of his incomparable pieces never before published, etc. 

Printed for N. Brook, at the Angel in Cornhill, 1659. 
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" It was my fortune to be in Newark when it was besieged, where I saw a few manuscripts of Mr. Cleve- 
land's. These were offered to the judicious consideration of one of the most accomplished persons of 
our age, but he refused to have them on any further examination, as he did not conceive that they could 
be published without some injury to the writer, from which time they have remained sealed and 
locked up, neither can I wonder at this obstruction when I consider the disturbances our author met with 
in the time of the siege, how scarce and bad the paper was, the ink hardly to be discerned on it. The 
intimacie I had with Mr. Cleveland before and since these Civil Wars gained most of these papers 
from him, it being not the least of his misfortunes that out of the love he had to pleasure his friends, 
he was unfurnished with his own manuscripts." Professor Morley says, " One cf the heartiest attackers 
of the Puritans in his verse was John Cleveland, who joined the Royal army in the Civil Wars, and 
was made J^idge Advocate to the troops in Newark. He escaped when the town surrendered, 
and was not taken till 1655, when Cromwell assented to his plea that he had been what his 
conscience made him, an honest opponent, and released him. Cleveland died in 1659. { An old 
writer attributes to him the 
bold declaration at the close of 
Lord Belasyse's spirited answer 
to the summons to surrender. He 
says :^" John Cleveland went 
from Oxford, where he was much 
caressed bj'' the King's army, to 
the garrison at Newark, where 
upon some occasion of drawing of 
articles, or some writing, he would 
needs add a short conclusion, viz., 
' and hereunto we annex our lives 
as a label to our trust.' After the 
King was beaten out of the field, 
he came to London. He was a 
comely plump man, good curled 
haire, darke browne. Dyed of 
the scurvy, and lies buried in St. 




JOHN CLEVELAND. 



Andrew's Church, in Holborn, 
A.D. i65(9)."|| 

Anotlier writer on the Royalist 
side was Col. Dymock. He issued 
an essay in defence of the King, 
" penned at the last siege and 
surrender of Newark," and bearing 
the singular title, " England's 
dust and ashes raked up." 

In a scarce little volume in 
the Dyce library. South Kensing- 
ton Museum, " Men Miracles, 
with other Poemes," by Martin 
Lluellyn, M.D., 1656, is an " Elegie 
on C. W. H. slaine at Newark," 
and evidently a scholar and 
soldier. It ends thus — 



This temper rais'd thee so, that we must call 
Newarke the purchase of thy conquering Fall, 
When victors dye to receive their Renowne, 
Some leave a Tombe, but thou hast left a Towne. 

In a many-volumed set of " Sermons before the Long Parliament," in the Forster Library, South 
Kensin<^ton Museum, is the following :— " The Palace of Justice opened and set to view, in a sermon at 
Margarets, Westminster, before the House of Commons, 12 May, 1646. Being the day of their Solemn 
Thanksgiving, for regaining and taking in the severall garisons of . . Newarke. By Sam. Tor- 

shel." The text was Deuteronomy xvi., 20. 

Sir Hemy Slingsby, a Yorkshire baronet, in his " Diary," pubhshed in 1S36, writes, in 1645, of 
going " in disguise from Newark to my own house with intention to supply my wants with money, whereof 



+ Cassell's Library of English Literature, T., 315. 



Aubrey's Miscellanies, I., 174. 
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a long time I had had great scarcity ; " and again, " I went to my own house . . . after I had 
satisfy'd myself with one day's stay, and taken £40 in gold, I resolv'd to go back to Newark . . . 
and as I came so I went, in disgirise . . . and by good fortune return'd safe to Newark." He speaks 
of the " garison" as being " well fortified and victual'd, especial for bread and beer." 

Stephen Anderson, who was a great Loyalist, was almost mined. All Appleby was his, and he 
sold it to aid the King. He was in the siege of Newark when a partj'' of the enemy sacked his house, 
Francis, his little son, was then out at nurse at the town of Manby, but the nurse took the child and 
dressed it and herself in rags, laid it on her back, and " away she ran with it to Newark, and got safe 
into the town." 

Some reUcs of the war remain. In the Chauntry House sale, 1885, were four cannon balls, found 
near the town ; and in Feb., 1879, an old cannon, 3ft. 7in. long, was " fished up at Crankley Point by 
some men dredging for gravel. It had been broken at the breech, and thus rendered useless for 
military purposes." It is now at the Castle, where are also an oval cannon shot, found in the west 
wall of the Castle in 1897, and a cannon ball found in the river near Viaduct Bridge, South Muskham. 
In the possession of Mr. W. Bradley, is a musket (caliver) which was also found in the river. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Commonwealth — Newark Royalists Fined — The Restoration — Rejoicings at Newark — Another New 
Charter — Changes in the Corporation — Ejected Ministers — The Newark across the Sea and its 
Founder — Hearth Tax Returns — A Famous Highwayman at Newark — The Town and the Earl 
of Shaftesbury — Sufferings of the Quakers — The Revolution of i588. 

ITH the surrender of Newark and of the King himself, the Parliamentarians were com- 
pletely masters of the situation, and those who had fought and bled for Charles at 
Newark had to make the best terms they could with the victors to save their estates. 
" Malignants," as those were termed who had actively supported the Monarch, were 
made to suffer for their so-called malignancy, and a considerable sum was derived 
by Parliament from the fines of those who compounded for their political offences. 
In a list of Lords, Knights, Colonels, and chief gentry who marched out of Newark to their own homes 
to submit to the ordinances of Parliament* are the names of Lords Belasyse, Davencourt (? Deyncourt), 
and Lexington,t Doctors Farmer (Chancellor of Lincoln), Dean (of York)- Hurst, and others, J 
Major Gen. Eyre, Colonels Gilby, TroUop, Heme, Darcy, and Atkins, Sir John Bennell, Sir Guy Palms, 
Sir Charles Dallison, Sir George Hennings, Sir Robert Fredway, Sir Jarvis Scroop, Sir Phihp Constable, 
Sir Thomas Ingram, Sir Bryan Balmes (? Palmes), Sir Jarvis Nevile, Sir Simon Fanshaw, and others ; 
while " the most mahgnant townsmen were the Mayor of Newark (WilUam Baker), Aid. Atkinson, Aid. 
Standish, and others." 

The Committee of Parliament for the Advance of Money, whose object was to furnish the sinews 
of war, had at first made assessment without distinction of party, but gradually, as the Parliament 

* In Dickenson's History, p. 117. 
t Mr. Robert Sutton, of Averham, had been ennobled by Charles the First. Amongst the Sutton papers is the following endorsed 
" copy of a warrant for barony," Charles R. : — " Our will and pleasure is that you prepare a Bill for our royal signature for 
creating our trusty and well beloved Robert Sutton, of Aram, in our county of Nottingham, Esquire, Lord Lexington, Baron 
of Aram, in our sayd county of Nott., with a. grant of the sayd dignity to him and the heirs male of his body lawfully be- 
gotten, with all privileges, preheminensys, precedences thereunto belonging, for which this shall be your warrant. Given 
at our court at Newark-uppon-Trent, the 22 of August, 1645, by his Majesty's command, George Digby. To. our trusty 
and well beloved our atorny or sollyciter generall." The Parliament did not recognise his title, but addressed him as Robert 

Sutton. , ^ „ , T^ , , ,_ 

t In the Biographical Register of All Saints', Pontefract, is a complimentary reference to Revd. Doctor Samuel Drake (who was 
buried there), under date 28th Dec, 1678. It speaks of him as having been present at the siege of Newark. (Hist. M.SS., 
VIII. Report, App., p. 276.) 
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gained strength, delinquents were more frequently subject to taxation. In February, 1645, it was 
ordered that information might be entered against those who had concealed any part of their 
estate or the debts due to them, and informers were allowed one-fifth of the money brought in on their 
discoveries. On the 9th of June, 1645, Frances Cecil, Countess of Exeter, described as of Clement 
Danes, Strand, was assessed at £500. On the 15th of August she delivered a statement of her losses 
in the war, in which she enumerated these items, " her house and goods at Newark burnt, and her 
timber felled to the value of at least £2,000 ; loss of ;£iooo yearly revenue in Cos. Notts, and York ; 
total, £3000." She pleaded her willing payment of taxes to the Parliament garrisons, and begged they 
would not deprive her of support for her family by expecting further contributions. The entry of the 



Committee is, " order for 
her discharge, she having 
paid her proportion. "J 
On the 19th Nov., 1645, 
Sir Thomas Wortley, of 
the Strand, was assessed at 
£300, but was respited " till 
his estate about Newark is 
reduced f rem the enemy."* 
On loth Dec, 1645, John 
Newton, of Hather, co. 
Lincoln, was assessed at 
£500, and an affidavit was 
made that he was a delin- 
quent, and had been three 
years in arms in the 
King's quarters about 
Newark. In 1647, he was 
again assessed, and this 
time at £1500. On 14th 
Jan., 1652, he petitioned 
for a hearing, stating that 
during the war he was 
obliged to go into Newark 
to obtain security for great 




LORD LEXINGTON. 



part of his estate of which 
he was plundered by the 
late King's party. For 
this, though then much 
under age, he was se- 
questered and compounded 
for £3000. On igth March, 
the Committee ordered 
that, whereas he was as- 
sessed at £1500 and then 
at £1000, he be now dis- 
charged further payment 
upon the Act of General 
Pardon.* An information 
laid against Lady Savile, 
22nd July, 1650, was that 
she got 20 cases of pistols 
made at Newark to raise 
the siege of Pontefract 
Castle, and ordered 20 
more.JI On 3rd March, 
165 1, information was laid 
against Walter Faunt, of 
Kingsthorpe, co. North- 
ampton, that he sent two 



men and four horses to the garrison at Newark under Col. Eyre, also that he sent his tenant prisoner 
to Newark, and forced him to pay the £18 rent he owed to Lieut.-Col. Cartwright.§ An information 
was lodged against Peniston Whalley, of Screveton, in 1651, that in 1644 he was in the King's 
garrison at Newark in arms against the Parhament.f 

At the meetings of the Committee during 1648 the affairs of the Newark garrison occupied a good 
deal of their time. Informations were laid before them on May 6th that John Chambers, merchant, of 
Hull, lent £1500 to the Commissioners of Array at Newark during the war, which had not been seques- 



t Cal. of Committee for Advance of Money, I., 558. * Ibid II., 641. 

* Ihid II., 656. II Ibid II., 1018. § Rid HI., 1320. f Ibid III., 1376. 
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tered or compounded for ; that the late WiUiam Barrett, of Newark, lent £1000 ; and that Mr. Stan- 
dish, Gilbert Atkinson, and others lent other sums to the Commissioners at the same time ; on 19th 
May the said Commissioners of Array, Sir Roger Cooper, Sir Gervase Chfton, Sir Thomas Williamson, 
and Mr. Sutton, were ordered to send in particulars of the debts owing by them to Chambers, Standish, 
and Atkinson, and subsequently they were directed to specify all the sums taken up by them for the 
use of the garrison. Wlien they had done this, the Committee, finding that the sums in question were 
for the King's army, ordered the County Commissioners to seize and sequestrate the debts, make the 
creditors give up the bonds, compel payment of the amounts borrowed thereon, and forward the money 
to London. Mrs. Hutchinson gives a curious account of the matter. She says : " About this time 
the gentlemen who were Commissioners for the King at Newark fell into disputes one with another ; 
not only so, but suits were commenced in Chancery upon this occasion. One Atkins(on), and several 



other rich men at Newark, 

when that garrison began tv.' 

be fortified for the Kinf , 

lent certain sums of monej. 

for the carrying on of that 

work to the Commissioners 

of Array, for which those 

gentlemen became bound to 

the Newarkers. After the 

taking of that town by the 

Parliament, they, with other 

persons coming in within 

the set time, were admitted 

to composition. Having been 

so cunning as to put out 

their money in other names, 

they ventured to leave out 

these sums, believing they 

were put into such sure 

hands that it would never 

be discovered. Mr. Sutton, 

arrested for it in Westminster Hall ; upon which Mr. Sutton and he, being maddened, put in a bill 

in Chancery against Atkinson and others, praying that they might set forth to what ends and uses this 

money was lent to the said gentlemen." The writer goes on to say that the debtors were ordered to 

pay the money in to the Committee. 

On ist Sept. the Committee issued an order to the Solicitor General to seize and secure the goods, 
and stay in the tenants' hands the rents of the following persons " who are bound for money lent for 
the maintenance of Newark as a garrison against Parliament, and the debts therefore liable to seques- 
tration," viz. : — 

Persons Bound. — Sir Rich. Byron, Sir Hugh Cartwrij^ht, John Viscount Chaworth, Sir Roger Cooper, Sir John Digby, 
Sir Gervase Eyre, — Holder, Thos. Markham, Wm. Saunderson, — Sutton and others. Sir Thos. Williamson. 

Lenders. — Wm. Baker, Newark, £150', Wm. Barrett, Newark, ;£530; Jno. Chambers, Hull, ;^i,500 ; Hercules Clay, 
;£6oo ; Mr. Ware and Fisher, £160. 




LADY LEXINGTON. 



Sir Thos. Williamson, Sir 
John Digby, Sir Gervase 
Eyre, the Lord Chaworth, 
Sir Thomas Blackwell, Sir 
Roger Cooper, Sir Richard 
Byron, and others had given 
bond for this money, which 
Mr. Sutton, presenting to the 
King as a sum that he had 
raised to signify his loyalty, 
the King to reward him made 
him a baron. The whole sum 
thus taken up for the King's 
service was £8000 or £10,000 ; 
fifteen hundred of it that 
was lent by Atkinson, being 
demanded, would have been 
paid but they would not 
take the principal without 
the interest. Sir Thomas 
Williamson was openly 
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On the same day the Committee wrote to Col. Hutchinson : " We send you an order for the seizure of 
the estates of those who are bound for money for Newark garrison, and we have written to the County 
Commissioners to execute the order, and seize the estates. We have had searches made at Goldsmiths' 
Hall (the place where the money had to be remitted), and find no composition for the debt of £1500 to 
Chambers. Sir R. Cooper compounded in the gross for £4,050 debts. Aid. Johnson for £624 owing by 
Sir John Digby, John Martin, and others. Wm. Baker has not compounded for £150 for which Mr. 
Sutton and Sir Thomas Williamson are bound, but names £150 owing by Rich. King. Clay and Bar- 
rett have never compounded." The minutes show that Mr. John Johnson was able to prove that the 
debt due to him had been compounded for, but so far as the large amount due from Chambers was con- 
cerned, it was held that Alderman Gilbert Atkinson was the real creditor, having " taken out the bond 
in the name of John Chambers." Though Atkinson's children claimed an interest in the money, he 
was ordered to give up the bond, and as the debtors (the late Commissioners for the King) redeemed it, 
the money was paid to Col. Hutchinson towards his arrears. On July 25th, 1649, it was reported 
that the Commissioners of Array refused to pay, so it was directed that their personal estates should be 
seized and sold, and their rents sequestered. In regard to Barrett's loan, it appears that when Barrett 
died, his widow married Wm. Wharton, of East Retford, who was summoned to show cause why the 
£530 lent by Barrett for Newark garrison should not be paid (by the borrowers) to the use of the State. 
Wharton, on 27th March, 1650, contended that of the said loan there was lent by Wm. Barrett money 
of Thomas Trist £100, Edw. Goodyer, Coddington, £150, Widow Rogers, Newark, £100, who gave bonds 
to Barrett not to require their money until he was paid. Widow Rogers denied this, and a good deal of 
litigation ensued. As a result the widow recovered her money on the ground that it was not lent to 
the King's use, but Whartcn had to give up the £530 which was paid to the Committee by the Commis- 
sioners. With reference to Hercules Clay's loan, here are the entries in the Proceedings of the Com- 
mittee : — 

20th Oct., 1648. — John Clay and W. Clay, executors of Hercules Clay, ordered to appear and show cause why the money 
lent by Hercules for New'^rk garri.son should not be repaid to the State. 

17th Feb., 1649. — Ordered the heads of the charge against Hercules Clay and leave to examine witnesses. 

May II, 1649. — Present Ld. Howard in the chair, Ld. Mounson, Mr. Millington, Mr. Kdwards, Col. Ludlow, Col. Martyn. 
In the case depending before this Committee touching a debt of ;^6oo owing to Hercules Clay, late of Newarke, and lent 
by him in March, 1642, or thereabouts . . for maintenance of the forces in armes agst. the Parlt., upon hearing of 
the proofs in this case and of Councell on the behalfe of the Exrs. to the sd. Hercules Clay, It is ordered that the said 
sum of ;^6oo be sequestred for the use of. the Comcnwealth . And that the said debtors do pay the same forth- 

with to this Comttee. And that the sd. (executors of) Hercules Clay do mthin eight days bring in and deliver upp to this 
Comttee. the bonds and specialtyes they have for the same. — Wm. Munson, Hum. Edwards, Hen. Marten. 

A similar order was made re Gilbert Atkinson, who was likewise heard by counsel : " the sd Gil- 
bert is a delinquent, and the same is his proper money." He lent £1500, " for which the sd Gilbert tooke 
an obligacion from ye parties in the name of one John Chambers, of Hull." 

Other Royahsts suffered severely. Information was laid against Lancelot Thompson, Alderman 
of Newark, William, his son, and 8 others, for bearing arms voluntarily in the garrison, and their estates 
were ordered to be seized and sequestered. Sir Hugh Cartwright and Major Hugh Cartwright, his 
son, were in arms for the King in Newark garrison in 1644, " plundered much cattle and goods from the 
well affected, and had estates value £2500 a year." What penalty was inflicted does not appear. The 
County Commissioners report that " Wm. Sannderson, of Blithe, a Commissioner for the late King at 
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Newark, has an estate value £200 a year, which was purchased in the name of his son, who was in arms 
for the late King, and died before the estate was sequestered, and now his father enjoys it as guardian 
for his infant son. They inquire whether he should pay the one-fifth and one- twentieth."! (The 
ratio of assessment was one-twentieth of the real and one-fifth of the personal estate). 

Others who assisted the garrison and bore arms at Newark against whom an information was 
laid were Fras. Brown, Rich. Clarke, John Conde, Rob. Hays, John Martin, butcher, John Norris, Alder- 
man of Newark, Capt. Poulden, and Geo. Wood. Conde was clerk to the Newark Commissioners ; Mar- 
tin disposed of the cattle plundered from the Parliament party. Capt. Poulden had a house and land 
in Osmanthorpe, valued at £10 a year. The County Commissioners wished to know " whether Sir 
Thomas Williamson, of Great Markham, who in his shrievalty received £600 or £700 of the ship money 
charged on the county, and spent it in raising a garrison at Newark for the King, should be made re- 
sponsible for it."f Gervase Lee, of Norwell, was assessed at £400. On 12th March, 1647, he "begs 
mitigation of his assessment for his one- twentieth, which will be very little when his debts are paid. 
Was Captain of a trained band, and being aged and infirm, was forced by the Sheriff of the County into 
Newark garrison. Compounded at Goldsmiths' Hall, and was fined £710, at two years' value of his 
estate, and no allowance made for £3640 debts. Has a wife and 16 children unprovided for." Ordered 
to be discharged on pa3/'ment of £100.* Others accused of being in arms at Newark were Rowland 
Dand, of Mansfield Woodhouse, who aided Sir John Digby with horse and arms ; John Walker, of the 
same place ; Sir Edward Goulding, of Colston Bassett, who served with the garrison from 1644 to 1646 ; 
Thos. Flower, of Askham, who hired Fras. Caudwell to venture into Newark garrison and give them in- 
telligence, and to ride to neighbouring garrisons to procure them supplies. ;|| William Dobbins, innholder ; 
Stanford Baron, Northampton, " long in service in Newark garrison ;" Henry Gedney, of Lincoln ; 
John Knight, Barunden, co. Lincoln, " was in the battle at Ankaster town, and a great frequenter of 
Newark garrison ;"§ Robert Metford, co. Notts. ; John Treadway, merchant, London, " supplied the 
garrison with tobacco, leather, &c., and was there in person to vend his commodities ;" John Moore, 
Kirklington ; Morris Moore, of Dunnington, Isle of Ely, a commander in the garrison ; and Edw. Rabie, 
of St. Ive's, who was also a commander. 

Thos. Atkinson, vintner, Newark, was assessed in 1648 at £150, and there is a note of his losses 
through the Parliament party by goods seized, sequestration, assessments and composition, amounting 
to £764. His assessment was remitted on payment of £60. Robert Sutton, Lord Lexington, was 
assessed at £2000 on 6th March, 1648, but did not pay ; and on 3rd June, 1649, the assessment was 
respited until the Committee take further and special order thereon. Rich. Marshall, of Newark, was 
assessed at £300, and was let off for £30. Chris. Haslam, ironmonger, Newark, was assessed at £100, 
and discharged on payment of £17 ; Robt. Martin, maltster, Newark, was assessed at £80 and paid 
£20 ; Thos. Tress, Newark, was assessed at £100 in 1649, and as Sir Roger Cooper would have that 
amount, the money was ordered to be paid by Sir Roger. Hugh Tress, his son, pleaded that his father 
died in May, 1647, before the assessment was made, and asked for it to be remitted. The case was 
referred to the registrar.ff Rich. Draper, of FHntham, was assessed at £200, but pleaded that wood^ 
corn, brick, horses, &c., worth £2000, were taken from him at the siege of Newark. Discharged on 
paying £40. Writing on Oct. 26th, 1650, the Notts. Committee say, " through the power of the enemy 

I Cal. of Committee for Advance of Money, II., 881-5. 

t Ibid I., 90. * Ibid II., 738. || Ibid III., 1289. § Ibid. 1362. 

tt Cal. of Committee for Advance of Money, II., 1073. 
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and the indigency of the country, the late Committee received not one-fortieth of the sequestrations, 
and had to borrow money to carry on the Parhamentary service, and when Newark was reduced most 
of the sequestrations were discharged." In Jan., 1652, the Committee reported that Thomas Tress, 
of Newark, ironmonger, had paid £112 gs. 2d., and Henr}' Gill £31 i6s. 8d., which sums they had long 
since paid in. Among the delinquents whose estates were under sequestration were the Earl of Berk- 
shire, Newark Castle (sequestration suspended), the Earl of Chesterfield, Shelf ord Manor, John Barker, 
of Southwell, and others. The Papists sequestered were Sir Edward Goulding, Colston Bassett ; Alice, 
Lady Dormer, Kneeton, widow ; Mary CarLwright, Ossington, widow ; Simon Scroope, East Bridg- 
ford ; Eras. Beard, Espley ; William Tirwhit, Laneham. 

Another valuable source of information is the Calendar of the Committee for Compoimding. Those 
who were able to prove their voluntary surrender before Dec. ist, 1645, were allowed by Parliament to 
compound for their estates at one-third or one-tenth, provided they had taken the national covenant 
and negative oath ; otherwise they were to compoxmd at one-half or one-sixth. Special favour was 
promised to those delinquents who should compound on their own discovery before May ist, 1646, and 
this brought in numerous applicants. " This systematic and vigorous mode of proceeding proved very 
useful to the Government, by bringing in large sums of ready money ; whilst delinquents themselves, 
in the decline of their party, were only too glad by a sacrifice of two years' income, or more, to secure 
the discharge and protection of their estates. J On June ist, 1646, it was ordered that " all who were 
in Newark garrison, and are comprised within the act for its surrender, and shall within two months 
after the date of the said articles effectually prosecute their compositions, shall be admitted to make 
their respective compositions as if they had come in before ist May last." On Dec. 27th, 1649, in answer 
to a question, the Committee referring to this order say that by it " all in the articles of Newark were 
to compound as though they came in before ist May, and this rule was three years' value for an estate 
in fee, and so in proportion, and by that rule 100 persons in Newark articles have compounded." On 
6th March, 1648, an order was passed allowing Papists in arms to compound at one-third of the value 
of their estates. 

The following entries are of local interest. They supply the names of many of those who took a 
prominent part in the defence of the town, and show the penalties inflicted on them : — 

Rob. Robinson, Longthorpe, co. Northampton. 

9 Apr., 1646. A delinquent at Newark. Fine, /850. 

Thomas Hurst, D.D., Barrowby, co. Lincoln. 
4 June, 1646. Begs to compound on Newark articles. Never bore arms nor otherwise supported the forces, though he resided 
at Newark. Fined at one-third, £840. 

George and Joseph Thorold, of Boston. 

4 June, 1646. Petition together to compound on Newark articles. Unadvisedly took up arms for the King, and were em- 
ployed in that garrison. George fined ii^o, Joseph lg6. 

Adam Cranwell, clerk, Rippingale. 

5 June, 1646. Went into the garrison at Newark, but never in arms. [Fine not noted.] 

Sir Gervase Clifton, Bart., M.P., of Clifton. 

10 Sept., 1646. He petitions that he never was in arms, but deserted Parliament and sat in the Assembly at Oxford. Was 
in Newark garrison when it surrendered, and begs to compound on those articles. Fine reduced to one-third, £7,62^ 3s. 8d. 

Gervas Lee, Norwell, Notts. 

11 June, 1646. At the beginning of the wars took up arms for the King by command of the Sheriff, but laid them down 
three years ago. Resided in Newark for the preservation of his health. (See page 131). 

J Cal. of Committee for Compounding, I., 11. 
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29 Mar., 1650. Fine reduced to li6o. 

Sir Gervase Scrope, Cockerington, co. Lincoln. 
15 June, 1646. Begs to compound on Newark articles. Fined at one-sixth. 
George Thorpe, of Lincoln. 

15 June, 1646. Being taken and retaken several times by both parties, betook himself to Newark. Fine, li^i\.. 

Chris. Caborne, Saltfleetby. 

16 June, 1646. Compounded on Newark articles. Fine, ^£300. 

Dove Williamson, of Fulbeck. 

16 June, 1646. Was in the garrison of Newark two years since. Fine, £60. 

William Booth, Killingliolme. 

17 June, 1646. Compounded on Newark articles. Fine, ;£4i5. 

John Johnson, Alderman of Newark, co. Notts., also of Lincoln. 

30 June, 1646. Compounds on Newark articles for assisting the King at the siege. By special order of the Mayor and Alder- 
men, is to remain ill Newark to assist in the government thereof during the pestilence, and therefore is prevented from ap- 
pearing before the Committee. 

II May, 1647. Fine at one-sixth, ^£341 9s. 8d. 
7 June, 1650. Fine paid and estate discharged. 

Henry Belasyse, Newburgh, co. York, Esq., M.P. 
22 June, 1646. Petitions to be admitted to compound on Newark articles foi dolinqaency in absenting himself from the House 
of Commons and adhering to the King's party. Was in Newark garrison at its surrender. (Granted.) 

Timothy Pudsey, Selston, co. Notts. 
25 Nov., 1645. Petitions to compound. Being set upon in his house by some of the Parliament forces, was forced by old age 
to withdraw into the King's garrison at Newark, where he continued only as a private man. Fine at one-tenth, £967. 

Sir Christopher Athow, Beechamwell, Norfolk. 
December, 1646. Report that he was three months in the King's garrison at Newark. Fine at one-tenth, ;£400. 

George Montaigne, of Westow, York. 

31 July, 1646. Was in arms against Parliament, and surrendered on Newark articles. Fined at one-sixth, £iis iis. od. 

Sir Robert Thorold, Harrowby, Lincoln. 
II Dec, 1645. Begs to compound for delinquency in going to the garrisons of Newark and Belvoir. Fine, ^1,300. 

Stephen Anderson, of Manby, co. Lincoln. 
1646. Was a Commissioner of Array for the King and resided at Newark, which he left in November last, and has submitted 
to Parliament. Fined one-tenth. 

Robert Kirkham, Finshead Abbey, Northampton. 
31 Jan., 1646. His estate h^ng between a garrison of the Parliament and Newark, he repaired to the latter place. Never 
bore arms. Fined at one-sixth and one-third. 

Thos. Bradley, Chas. Fairfax, and John Lockton, all of Louth. 

17 June, 1646. Bore arms in Newark garrison. Fined at one-sixth. 

John Athow, Beechamwell, Norfolk. 
t8 June, 1646. In arms at the siege of Newark. Fine, £jc,. 
Sir John Burrell, Dowsby, Lincoln. 

18 June, 1646. Was at Newark, but never in arms. Fine, £687. 

Inhabitants of Newark. 
t8 June, 1646. On their desire to be admitted to compound on Newark articles, and on credible information that the plague 

rages very much there, so that they cannot personally attend to prosecute their composition, order that a delivery of their 

several petitions, and a certificate from the County Committee of Notts, of their having taken the National Covenant and 

Negative Oath, they be admitted to finish their compositions. 
2T. Jan., 1647. The inhabitants petition that since their former order the plague has consumed 1000 persons, and the town is 

not yet clean. Many of the petitioners are worth less than ^200. Beg further time. [Time granted to ist April.] 
Robert Sutton (Lord Lexington), of Averham. 
19 June, 1645. Begs to compound on Newark articles for delinquency. Being a member of the House of Commons, deserted 

the Parliament, adhered to the King's forces, and resided in Newark while it was the King's garrison. 
30 July. Lady Anne Lexington (alias Browne), his wife, begs that she may not incur any prejudice for not prosecuting her 

composition before T August, as she cannot, by reason of the plague in and about Newark, go in person to her house, nor 

send her servants to assemble her tenants, so as to inform the Committee of the value of the estate, all the writings being 

lost. 
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4 Feb., 1647. Order that ;£5000 be paid to William Lord Grey, of Wark, for damages in these late troubles out of the fine 
to be set on Robert Sutton. 

4 May. Fined at one-third, ;^4,86i, and one-half, £~,2gi. 

26 June, 1655. Sutton's discharge granted, he having paid to Lord Grey ;{930 los. od., arrears of his fine. 

25 Dec. He petitions the Protector. Being a prisoner in the Upper Bench, pleads that he was in prison long before the last 
disturbance on an execution for;£4,Qoo, having incurred large debts by his composition and conveyed away his estate, leaving 
himseU only ;^300 a year, and yet he is taxed at one-tenth. Begs freedom from the decimation tax, and allowance of his 
Trust deed. Petition referred to Strickland and Jones, to whom such petitions .'.re usually referred. 
John Lord Belasyse, late Governor of Newark, M.P., Worlaby, co. Lincoln. 
20 June, 1646. Compounds for delinquency on Newark articles. Deserted the Parliament of which he was a member, and 
kept Newark for the King. Has taken the National Covenant and Negative Oath. 

8 Oct. Fine pas.=-.ed by the House at one-tenth, on account of the engagement? of the Committee of Parliament to him. 

Others who compounded for dehnquency in being in the garrison at Newark were Nathaniel Bux- 
ton, Dickleborough, Norfolk, fine /^20 ; Sir Charles Dallison, Lincoln, a Commissioner for the King, 
fined at one-third (on the Newark articles) £2,$^ i6s. 8d. ; WiUiam Dallison, of Greetwell, and Robert, 
his son, fined at one-sixth £1,300 ; Peter Dickinson, Gainsborough, fine £110 ; Sir Thos. Ingram, M.P., 
Sheriff Hutton, York, fined at one-third £2,933 ; Toby Jenkins, Grimston, fine £320 ; Rich. Marshall, 
Newark, fine at one-sixth £550 ; Thos. Rowe, clerk, Howell, co. Lincoln, fine £125 ; Edw. Standish, of 
Newark, fine at one-sixth £539 los. od. ; Robt. Tirwhit, Brigg (is very weak and infirm), fined £400 ; 
Geo. Walker, proctor of law, Lincoln, fine £200 ; Robt. MeUish, Ragnall (says he never acted against 
Parliament by arms or counsel), fined £86 5s. od. ; Sir Hugh Cartwright and Hugh, his son, of Southwell, 
fine £320 ; Wm. Lockton, Swinstead, a trooper in the garrison, fine £160 ; John Lynn, Southwich, co. 
Northampton, fine £241 ; Laurence Carlisle, clerk, Bishop Norton, fine at one-third £300 ; John Dawson, 
Langton, £130 ; Robert Dickenson, Peterborough, £60 ; Ant. Eyre, of Dagenham, Essex, £45 ; Thos. 
Farmery, North Carlton, £120 ; Robt. Sharp, Heckington, £69 ; Sir Robert Tredway, and Anthony, 
his son, of Hough, Lincoln, fine for both at one-sixth £1,600 ; Thos. Westlyd, Grimsby, £26 ; Francis 
Lord Deincourt, Sutton Park, Derby, by Nicholas, his son and heir, " he begs to compound on behalf 
of his mother, brother, and sisters, for his father's delinquency in adhering to the King's forces in Newark 
garrison" — fine at one-third £18,287 ; Sir George Heneage, of Hainton, fine £4,091 ; Clement Benson, 
North Kelsey, £150 ; John Chappell, clerk, Earnham, Lincoln, £100 ; Chas. Brandling, son and heir 
of Sir Eras. Brandhng ; Thos. Barker, of Louth, £60 ; Robert Martin, of Newark, one-sixth £109 8s. 
4d. ; William Martin, Newark, £35 14s. 4d. ; John Queningborough, Newark, £40 ; Anthony Stennett, 
Carlton Scroop, £150 ; Thos. Tresse and Hugh, his son, £172 ; Geo. Wells, Newark, " by reason of the 
plague cannot prosecute his composition within the time," £40 ; John Conde, Newark, " lived there 
long before and during the war," no order ; Sir Hen. Ferrars, Bart., Skellingthorpe, no order ; Hen. 
Gilbert, of Locke, Derby, £680 ; Christopher Haslam, Newark, " was servant to an ironmonger before 
the war began," £141 ; Anth. Goldsburgh, Stukeley Magna, Hunts., £440 ; Hen. Wilson, clerk, Fal- 
dingworth, £100 ; Wm. Blith, Strawton, Lincoln, " has been two years a suitor to the Committee because 
he went to Dr. Lownes, physician to those garrisons (Newark and Belvoir), for cure of a dead palsy," 
fine one-tenth £388 ; John Lowe and Francis, his son, Hasland, Derby, £133 6s. 8d. ; Sir Thomas Wil- 
liamson, Bart., East Markham, Commissioner of Array, £3,400 ; Sir Thomas Gower, Bart., £200 ; Wm. 
Knight, Honington, " attended his master. Sir Edw. Hussey, Bart., to Newark, but never bore arms," 
£60 ; Mary, widow of Captain Newdigate Poyntz, " her husband was captain of horse under Col. Can- 
dish, at Newark, slain at the siege of Gainsborough," with letter from the Speaker recommending her 
case at the instance of Major General Poyntz now before Newark, fined one-sixth £30 ; Sir Roger Cooper, 
of Thurgarton, and Cecil, his son, " Commissioner for the King at Newark and in the town at its sur- 
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render," ^^2,256 ; John Seele, surgeon, Cambridge, /50 ; William Baker, Newark, ;^i8o ; Robt. Little. 
Reepham, £39 ; Henry Cam, apothecary, Newark, £51 i8s. od. -In 1654, on Cam's decease, his widow 
begged discharge of sequestration which had taken place for non-payment, and there is a certificate of 
the Mayor and Aldermen of Newark that he was a man of decayed estate : no order. John Cundy, 
Boston, " being at school at Newark, and 16 years old, was induced to join the King's party, but dis- 
liking their intentions, procured a protection from Col. Hatcher to proceed to Boston, where, in Jan., 
1645, he took the Covenant ;" fine remitted. Thos. Naylor, Sudbrook, " would have compounded 
sooner but for the great infection in Newark and his slender purse," fine £30 ; Sir Dan de Ligne, Har- 
laxton, " was taken prisoner by the King's forces and brought to Newark," fine £1,000 ; Thomas Vis- 
count Savile, " was imprisoned 26 weeks in Newark Castle by the Earl of Newcastle, is in imminent 
danger of death from the disease of the stone," fine £4,000 ; Robt. Greaves, Town Clerk, Nottingham, 
" in Michaelmas, 1643, was with others taken prisoner to Newark by Sir l^ich. Byron's forces," fine £40 ; 
Richard AUeyn, Skillington, " at Newark in July, 1645, was taken prisoner by the Parliament forces," 
fine £150 ; Edw. Pelham, Brocklesby, " went to live at Newark, but did not bear arms," fine £2,250 ; 
the daughters of Sir Charles Hussey, " a Commissioner of Array for the King at Newark, where Sir 
Charles died," fine £110. Gilbert Atkinson, Newark, and John, his son, of Ripon, " the father, aged 
82, petitions to compound ; disliking the proceedings of the King's soldiers, procured Col. Povntz's pass 
in Nov. last (1645), to come from Newark into Parliament quarters, but falling into a great sickness, 
was obliged to remain till January, when, being taken by Parliament soldiers, he was carried to Not- 
tingham, and assessed £400, which he borrowed and paid to the County Committee ;" the son acknow- 
ledges that when visiting his father, who was dangerously ill at Newark, he assisted the King's forces ; 
fined one-sixth, £629. Sir Philip Constable, Bart., Middle Rasen, Lincoln, " acknowledges that he is a 
Roman Catholic ; went to Newark because his mansion in Lincolnshire was defaced ;" fine £758 14s. od. 
Sir Henry Slingsbyj Bart., Scriven Park, Ycrk, lived in Newaik at its surrender ; John Oldfield, Spal- 
ding, fine £1,390 ; Wm. Sleaford, Obthorp, co. lincoln, £780 ; Anthony South, Wyberton, £150 ; John 
Millward, Registrar of the Ecclesiastical Court, Lincoln ; Marmaduke Tunstall, of Wycliffe, York ; 
Richard Leeming, Grantham (no orders) ; Thos. Hobman, Newark, and William Hobman, the former fined 
at one-fifth £31, and the latter at one-sixth £31 13s. 4d. Henry Gill, Newark, " having always lived at 
Newark, continued there while it was held for the King, and contributed to the maintenance of the gar- 
rison ; came not in sooner by reason of the plague ; has taken the National Covenant and Negative 
Oath ; " fined one-sixth £63 13s. 4d. John Martin, Newark, fined one-sixth £37 6s. 8d. ; Ann, widow of 
William Whichcot, Beesby, Lincoln, whose husband died in the garrison at Newark in April, 1646, fine 
£47 los. od. ; Wm. Sharpe, Pinchbeck, £66 ; Thos. Styles, Paston ; Sutton Dalton, Ruskington, " only 
in Newark two days," "and others. 

The Earl of Berkshire (Thomsis Howard), who had Newark Castle, applied to compound on 17th 
April, 1649. He said that being a sworn servant unto the late King, he attended him in Oxford and 
other places, but never bore arms. He was fined at one-tenth. On 28th August, 1650, Speaker Len- 
thall wrote to the Committee, " I have formally desired allowance of a deed from the Earl of Berks. 
to me and others, dated i6th May, 1642, whilst the Earl sat at Westminster as a member of the late 
House of Lords, mortgaging to us the Castle of Newark and lands in Newark, Stoke, and Averham, for 
payment of £2,060, with interest at 8 per cent. . His Lordship not performing the payment, so soon as 
Newark was reduced to the obedience of Parhament, we made an entry on his estate, our title being 
allowed by the County Committee." Some question of right having now arisen, they tendered their 
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claim, desiring liberty to compound for the remainder " when we clear our title to the same." Lenthall 
was permitted to compound for the property for £150, but the fine was remitted on its appearing that 
the mortgaged lands were only for two lives, and not worth as much as the debt owing thereon. At 
the same time, Wilham Powell, alias Hinson, desired to compound on the late Act for seven mills at 
Newark, value ;(90 a year, which had been mortgaged in 1641 to his uncle. Sir Edward Powell, by the 
Earl of Berkshire, for £500. He was allowed to compound at a fine of £130, and to hold the estate till 
his fine and debt were paid.f 

Apart from these severe dealings with the estates of Royalists, there is little to note of local concern 
during the Commonwealth. The conflict of opinion, if not so manifestly acute, still continued, and 
we have evidence of it in the proceedings of the Corporation. In 1650, the Puritans, being in the ascen- 
dancy, some of the leading members deemed it prudent to retire, whereupon it v.'as thought fit, " for the 
settling of government within the said town," that the resignations of Mr. WiUiam Watson, mayor, Mr. 
John Johnson, Mr. Henry Cam, and Mr. Wilham Martin, three of the aldermen, " shall not be accepted 
or allowed of, but is hereby made null and void." The resignations, however, of Mr. Edward Stan- 
dish, Mr. Thomas Hancke, Mr. WiUiam Baker, Mr. John Marris, and Mr. John Queninborough were 
allowed. Mr. Lancelot Thompson had died, and Mr. Thomas Atkinson had left the town, so new mem- 
bers were appointed, namely, Mr. Benjamin Wilson, Mr. Francis FitzwiUiam, Mr. Wm. Hobman, Mr. 
Matthew Jenison, Mr. Matthew Newham, and Mr. Godfrey Hebden. Matthew Jenison desired to be 
dismissed, but was told his request could only be comphed with on payment of £20. Mr. Francis Browne 
was also chosen, but declined contemptuously, and was fined £10. We read, however, that " Mr. 
Browne, having given satisfaction to the town for his fine, some part in money and some part for quar- 
terage of soldiers sent to him by Mr. Maior and the aldermen's appointment, in these times of trouble, 
is discharged." 

As time went on, the composition of the Council so far underwent a change that a Mayor of pro- 
nounced Royalist tendencies (no other than Mr. John Johnson, Mayor for the third time) was chosen, 
whereupon some of the opposite opinion in their turn declined to act. The course of events is narrated 
in the following extract from the Corporation minutes : — " On 19th June, 1658, Mr. Samuel EUis was 
desired by the Council to go unto Mr. Francis FitzwiUiam, one of the aldermen, to know why he ab- 
sented himself from attendance at the meetings, and his reply was he would not have anything to do 
with those gentlemen who now constituted the Company. Whereupon it was ordered that if he con- 
tinued to make default, a warrant should be issued against him for such default." At a further meeting 
(present John Johnson, Mayor, William Watson, Robert Wilson, Benjamin Wilson, Matthew Newham, 
Wilham Martin, William Hobman, aldermen), held in the Moote Hall, 20th Sept., 1658, Hugh Tresse 
and Joseph Wilson, for refusing to act as co-adjutors, paid fines of £5 each. Then there is this " Memo- 
randum that at the Court of Record, holden for his Highness the Lord Protector, within the town, on 
Thursday, the 15th day of July, 1658, Thomas Morley, one of the serjts.-at-mace, informed the Mayor 
and Aldermen that he had warned Mr. FitzwiUiam to attend at this Court, and that the said Mr. Fitz- 
william's answer was that he would not sit with any such a man as the said Mayor, and wished him (the 
said informer) not to trouble him any more about any such business." The fines of Mr. Wilson and Hugh 
Tresse were reduced to £2> each. There is nothing to show what was done in the case of Mr. FitzwiUiam 
until the year of the Restoration, when, at a meeting held in 1660, the 4th day of January, he was dis- 

X Cal. of Committee on Compounding, III., 1970. 
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missed from being an alderman, in response to his own request, and Mr. Christopher Haslam chosen in 
his stead. At the same time, Mr. Thomas Atkinson and Mr. Thomas Hancke were restored to their 
places as aldermen, the entry stating, " it is this day ordered by the said Mayor and Aldermen that Mr.. 
Thomas Atkinson and Mr. Thomas Hancke, who have in these times of trouble not acted as aldermen 
in their places for the preservation of their loyalty to King Charles I.," and " for avoiding the penalty 
of paying £100 a piece imposed by a pretended ordinance of Parliament on all who had an}?^ office who 
had served the King," shall and may now henceforth serve in their places as aldermen as formerly. 

Very merrily rang the bells of Newark when Charles II., on May 29th, 1660, in response to a cordial 
invitation which had been sent to him, made his public entry into London. The town had shown such 
deep devotion to the interests of Charles I. that it rejoiced with exceeding joy when his son came to his 
own again. " An extraordinary assembly" gathered at the Parish Church on this same May 29th, 1660, 
the King's birthday ; and a sermon was preached by the Rev. Samuel Brunsell, rector of Bingham, en- 
titled, " Solomon's blessed land," 



based upon Ecclesiastes x., 17. 
It was afterwards published. f In 
the possession of the Society of 
Antiquaries is a paper containing 
a congratulatory address of the 
gentlemen and inhabitants of the 
town of Newark to the King's 
most excellent Majesty. It was pre- 
sented at Whitehall, on Wednes- 
day, the 4th of July, 1660, and 
was siibscribed by upwards of five 
hundred inhabitants of the town. 
It was issued as a broadsheet 
with the following imprint : — 
" London : Printed for John Play- 
ford, at his shop in the Temple, 
1660." 




COLONEL FRANCIS HACKER. 



The " Convention " Parlia- 
ment which had re-called the 
King, continued to sit for nearly 
a year after the Restoration. An 
Act of Indemnity was passed,, 
but it contained many exceptions. 
Thirteen of the regicides were 
executed, and others of the 
" traitors " were punished by 
imprisonment and confiscation. 
Edward Whalley, of Screveton,. 
fled to foreign parts ; but Francis 
Hacker, of East Bridgford, was 
seized and executed. Hacker was 
the officer to whom the warrant 
for the execution of Charles I. was 
entrusted. 



With the second Charles on the throne, those who, like Lord Lexington, had been punished during 
the Commonwealth, began anxiously and confidently to look for some reparation and reward. The late 
King's Commissioners of the county of Nottingham appealed for a return of the sum of £15,000 which they 
had disbursed, or for which they had rendered themselves responsible in garrisoning and fortifying the 
town of Newark. A list of debts upon bond was enclosed, which showed that many of the townspeople 
and several of the country gentry had advanced sums to the Commissioners amounting to £12,018 8s. 
id. Other liabiUties amounted to £2,479 I5s- id., showing a total of £14,498 3s. 2d., to say nothing of 
the long imprisonment of some of the Commissioners, who were sued for most of the said debts, '' they 
having been disabled to pay the same by reason of the sequestration upon their estates and their heavy 
compositions for them." An Act was introduced in 1660, in the first ParUament after the Restoration, 
to enable Robert Lord Lexington and Sir Thomas Wilhamson, Bart., to raise and levy the sum of 



•f See British Museum Catalogue. 
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£2,680 out of the manors and lands of Colonel John Hutchinson. The Act recites that they and others 
had in 1642 become bound for several sums of money, amoimting to £2,680, employed for the service of 
the late King in the garrison at Newark, and that these were sequestrated, and by order of the late pre- 
tended authority paid to the use of John Hutchinson. Mrs. Hutchinson mentions the matter in her 
Memoirs.* She says the Colonel being himself discharged the House, waited for the Act of Oblivion 
to be passed, but when it came up for consideration, " Lord Lexington sett divers friends on work in 
the Commons' house to get a proviso inserted that the Newarkers' money which he paid in to the com- 
mittee of Haberdashers' Hall, and was by that committee paid to the Colonel for his pay, might with 
all the use of it be paid out of the Colonel's estate." The proviso was, however, rejected. Subsequently 
Lord Lexington made another effort and got another clause introduced for the Newark money to be 
repaid out of the Colonel's estate, with all the interest for 14 years. This time it was brought forward 
in the House of Lords, and though the Committee cast it aside, when the Colonel's friends had left, " the 
very last day, Lexington, in a huddle, got the Bill past the Lords' house." This Parliament being 
risen, another was called by the King's writ, wherein the Act of Obhvion was confirmed, " and here 
again another Act about the money of the Lord Lexington's was prepared and twice read in the House." 

The Colonel " solHcited his owne defence," and " it pleased God to turne the hearts of the House at 
last to doe him justice, and to throw out the Bill for evermore." Lord Lexington thus failed to secure 
any recompense for his great sacrifices in his lifetime, and on June 27th, 1670, a petition was lodged by 
Sir Thomas Williamson, Bart., on behalf of the orphans of the late Lord Lexington, himself, and others, 
in which he stated that the late Lord, petitioner, his father, and others, raised by command of the King, 
on behalf of the war, £14,680, to maintain the garrison of Newark. All the money not being repaid, 
they were sued, and were obliged to repay it. They sued Sir John Digby for his share, but his Majesty 
interposed to discharge him, promising to pay the whole debt. They long waited on the Lord Trea- 
surer and Lord Ashley, and were obliged to reduce the debt to £10,000, abating the interest for 20 years, 
when they got the order for its payment, i8th June, 1664. But they had still received nothing, and 
begged an order for speedy repayment. The petition is endorsed as being referred to the Treasurer 
■and Commissioners, on whose report the King would declare his pleasure, " with gracious regard to the 
loyalty and merit of the original creditors, and these worthy petitioners. "f 

Others who now sought a recognition of their loyalty were the Rev. Dr. Hurst, chaplain in ordinary 
to the late King, and several ministers, who desired to be restored to their parsonages. Dr. Hurst stated 
in his petition that he resided sometime in Newark, " to avoid the violence of the wars and to enjoy 
liberty of conscience." Dr. Hurst and his friends were successful in their application, whereupon others 
requested that " the same right and justice might be done to them as Dr. Hurst and other ministers 
from Newark have of late received. "|| An Act of general pardon, indemnity, and oblivion received the 
Royal assent on August 29, 1660 ; but requests were made by ardent Royahsts for the exclusion of 
some therefrom. Thus Capt. Thos. Booth, and others stated that, being in the Kind's service at 
Newark in 1645, and being ordered out upon a party by Lord Belasyse, they were taken prisoners by 
Francis Fiennes Clinton, and notwithstanding the articles of surrender in which they were included, 
were detained. They prayed, therefore, that Clinton might, in return, be excluded from the Act of 
general pardon. § While extending favour to the Royalists, who had suffered for their loyalty to the 

* Memoirs of Col. Hutchinson, p. 376. f State Papers, Chas. II Vol 276 "NTn ,,^fi 
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late King's cause, Charles II. and his first ParHament sought to carry out the principle of Uniformity 
m Church and State. At the opening of their Session in 1662, the Commons ordered every member tO' 
receive the Communion, and the Bill excluding the Bishops from the House of Lords was repealed.. 
" An attempt was made to drive the Presbyterians from municipal posts by a severe Corporation Act 
which required a reception of the Communion according to the rites of the Anglican Church, a renuncia- 
tion of the League and Covenant, and a declaration that it was unlawful on any grounds to take up' 
arms against the King, before admission to municipal offices." f 

In pursuance of an Act " for well governing and regulating Corporations," commissioners were 
appointed under the great seal, and on the 30th Sept., 1662, there sat at the house of Mr. Joseph Thompson, 
known by the name of the " Talbot," the following commissioners : — Francis Leeke, Esq., Cecil Cooper, 
Esq., Arthur Warren, Esq., William Stanhope, Esq., and William Palmer, Esq., who ordered that William. 
Watson, Matthew Jenison, William Martin, Charles Dennis, and Samuel Ellis, aldermen of the Cor- 
poration of Newark, who had not taken the oath and made the subscription mentioned in the recent 
Act of Parliament, be removed and displaced from the office of Aldermen, and that Leverett Jenison,. 
Hugh Tresse, Gilbert Hancke, William Thompson, Robert Hoyes, John Marris, William Browne, Wil- 
liam Gascoyne, Edward Newton, and William Martin, jun., be made Aldermen of the said Corporation. 
in their place, and also in the place of Christopher Wilson, Robert Wilson, and Matthew Newham, who 
refused to take the oath and make the subscription ordered by Parliament. It was further ordered 
that Robert Gregge, Robert Bailey, George Birkbecke, William Wilson. John Martin, Richard Hoyes, 
Robert Marris, WilUam Idle, William Haslam, and Christopher Wilson be the coadjutors ; and that 
John Martin, Town Clerk, be displaced, and Robert Heron, who had taken the oath and made the sub- 
scription, be Town Clerk in his place. The jailor, Richard Harper, was also removed, and Robert Becke 
appointed in his stead. Mr. Robert Heron, however, resigned on the 3rd October, in the same year, 
and Anthony CoUingwood was appointed and took the oaths of allegiance and supremacy.* The de- 
claration exacted from Corporations was exacted also from the clergy. Not only was the use of the 
Prayer-book, and the Prayer-book only, enforced in all public worship, but an unfeigned consent and. 
assent was demanded from every minister to all which was contained in it. Puritan ministers must. 
conform to all its regulations and confess the illegality of their past practices. All orders save those 
conferred by the hands of Bishops were legally disallowed, and a pledge was required from all that they 
would not seek to make any change in Church or State. The resolution to rigidly enforce the Act of 
Uniformity caused two thousand rectors and vicars, or about a fifth of the English clergy, to be driven, 
from their parishes as Nonconformists. f 

The movement did not affect Newark, where the Rev. Thomas White was vicar ; but something: 
like a quarter of a century before there had gone forth from the town another clergyman, following in 
the wake of " the Pilgrim Fathers," who was destined to give the name of Newark to a great city across 
the sea. The Rev. Abraham Pierson, who is described as a native of Yorkshire, graduated at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, " was ordained episcopally in 1632, and preached in the town of Newark some years- 
before he left the old for the new world. "§ This must have been between the years 1632 and 1638, 
for he was at Boston, in America, in 1639, and at Lynn, Mass., in 1641, where his son was bom.|| There 
was a Richard Pearson, who was appointed vicar of Newark in 1666 ; but whether he was of the same 

t Green's "Short History," III., 1328. * Corporation Minutes, 

f Green's " Short History," III., 1331. § Hist, of Newark, N.J., by Joseph Atkinson. 

II Drak's Diet, of .\merican Biography. 
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family or not there is nothing to show. The vicars of Newark during the time the Rev. Abraham Pier- 
son is said to have preached here were Samuel Keeme and John Moseley. But whatever position he 
occupied, he must have carried away with him loving recollections of the old town. His object in emi- 
grating (according to Cotton Mather) was to found a settlement " which should become what Paradise 
was called, an Island of the Innocent." He attempted to do this at a place called Southampton, 'but 
was eventually appointed Pastor of a church at Lynn, and four years later removed to Branford, where 
he was minister for 23 years, when, with other Branford settlers, he founded the town of Newark in New 
Jersey, which is to-day one of the largest and most flourishing communities in the United States. Cotton 
Mather says, " the same aim and object which carried the Rev. A. Pierson to Southampton brought 
him and his flock to Newark. This idea of founding and permanently establishing a community of Chris- 
tians, whose rule and governance should be purely Biblical and religiously exclusive in principle, was 
probably last attempted here in Newark." Mr. Pierson was a zealous missionary to the Indians, and 
printed a catechism in Indian. Governor Winthrop§ (who is believed to have gone from Winthorpe, 
near Newark, in which case he may well have had a special interest in Pierson) called him a " Godly- 
leamed" man. He was the nominal if not the actual ruler of Newark in both temporal and spiritual 
concerns, but so acted as to increase continually the love of his people. " It is reported," says Cotton 
Mather, " by Pliny that there is a fish called Lucerna, whose tongue doth shine like a torch. If it be a 
fable, yet let the tongue of a minister be the moral of that fable. Now, such an illuminating tongue 
was that of our Pierson. Whenever he came he shone." He had a library of 440 vols — an exceedingly 
large one for his period and situation. £80 was allowed him to build a house, and his salary was £80 
a year. He died in 1678, leaving behind him " the character of a pious and prudent man — a true child 
of Abraham — and now safely lodged in Abraham's bosom."* His son, who was ordained as his col- 
league March 4th, 1672, became the first President of Yale College. The author of the " History of 
Newark," N.J., speaks of the old town of Newark, " to which we owe our name, and which was the home 
and labouring field of the distinguished and godly Pierson," and adds, " in respect of population, if in 
no other, what a contrast the Newark-on-Passiac offers now to the Newark-on-Trent !" True, we can- 
not boast the same progress since Stuart times in numbers, wealth, and commerce that our namesake 
can, but we have maintained such an honourable position among the communities of the old world (as 
these volumes testify) that there is clearly just cause for mutual congratulations. The son may well 
feel as much pride in the mother, her ancient lineage and her noble name, as the mother does in the 
prosperity of her honourable and vigorous son.f 

To return from this digression to the Corporation records of the time when Pastor Pierson was 
founding his new settlement, we find that two subsidies were raised in 1663, doubtless to aid King Charles 
II. in his war with the Dutch ; and in 1664 a hearth tax was levied on all householders to supplement the • 
Royal revenues. This objectionable tax was proportioned to the number of stoves in each house, and 
the people who collected it became known as " chimney men." The list for Newark is preserved at 

§ The late Mr. R. F. Sketchley, B.A., in his Notes on Newark, in the " Newark Advertiser," says : — " Tlie family of the Winthrops 
came anciently from Northumberland. They afterwards settled in a. village not far from Newark called Winthorpe, from 
whence they came up to London. When the persecution of good men was in England they departed to America. John 
Winthrop was Governor of Massachusetts Bay 1630, and other early members of the family were distinguished men. In 

our own time Hon. Robert C. Winthrop was a United States Senator and Speaker of the House of Representatives."' 5«e 

" Notes and Queries," 3rd Series, VII., 160. 

* Hist, of Newark, N.J., by Jos. Atkinson, Newark, 1878. 
f Newark, N.J., has its " Newark Advertiser," and some years ago the Editors of the two papers had a pleasant interchange of 

courtesies in the shape of articles of mutual friendship and congratulation. 
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the Record Office.J William Twentyman was assessed for 14 in the Pavement Steade, G. Birkbeck 
14, J. Mottram 6, Christopher Haslam 8, Wm. Thompson 8, Hugh Tresse 5, C. Divesse, 10, Ben. Wilson 
5, M. Jenison 6, Leverett Jenison 5, Gilbert Hankes 5, Jos. Thompson 15, R. Wilson 6 ; in Kirkgate, 
J. Martin 6, Ric. Herring 4, Anne Lindle 7 ; in North-gate, Nath. Holt 8, Sam Ellis 5 ; in Milne-gate, 
Robt. Atkinson 7, Chris. Buckley 4, J. Douglas 4, J. Marris 4; in Castle-gate, W. Baldacke 8, Mrs. 
Brown, widow, 3, Thomas Dixon 6, Hen. Batterig 6 ; in Stodman-street, Tho. Pease 4, Ric. Herring, 
Mayor, 3, Wm. Martin 4, Wm. Broome 7, R. Home 5, Ric. Mason 5, Thos. Marshall 5 ; in Barnby-gate, 
Wm. Watson 4, R. Grassbrooke 4 ; in Balderton-gate, Mr. ffrancis ffitzwiUiam 7, John Martin, Robt. 
Wilson 5 ; in Castle-gate, Ric. Crayle 5, W. Bassadine 4, Ehz. Clarke 4 ; in Apletongate, Sir ffrancis 
Leake 14, and in the excused list the free scoole 5. Many others were taxed as one, two, or three 
hearths ; and there is a long list headed, " not chargeable," including those " demolisht." 

Just before the tax was levied, the town had in it a distinguished prisoner. On the nth October, 
1663, a party of soldiers, "conducted by Atkinson, one of those Newark men who had so violently 
before prosecuted him at the Parhament," seized Col. Hutchinson at Owthorpe, under an order from 
Mr. Francis Leeke,|| one of the 
deputy-lieutenants, and took him 
to the Talbot, at Newark, where 
he was confined " in a most vile 
roome." When Mrs. Hutchinson 
sent her man with some linen, 
" Tomson, the host of the inne," 
would not suffer the man to see 
his master, but seized him and 
kept him prisoner for two days. 
One night, Tomson " behaved 
himself e most insolently," where- 
upon the Colonel " snatcht up a 
candlestick and layd him over the 
he had received a letter from Buckingham to keep him close prisoner, and adding, " he hoped he should 
bring Mr. Hutchinson into the plot" — the plot meaning a scheme which had arisen to restore the old Parlia- 
ment, ministry, and government. In the State Papers, where there are certain " proofs relating to 
Notts." anent this alleged plot, there is a letter from the Marquis saying " he has had Colonel Hutchin- 
son in safe custody some days, and will send him off as ordered ; and that he detains Capt. Wright and 
Comet Franckes at Newark on the same suspicion, and is in pursuit of two more." A Col. John Mason 
was arrested at Newark, but declared " he had neither heart nor hand in the plot, btxt looked upon it 
as sinful." Mr. Leeke told the Colonel he would have to go to London, and meanwhile he should leave 
him in charge of the Mayor. Mrs. Hutchinson says, " the Maior, one Herring, a rich but simple fellow, 
sent the jayler to Mr. Hutchinson to tell him he must goe to his house, which the Colonell refusing to doe 
without a mittimus from some magistrate, the maior sent five constables and two souldiers, who by 
violence both forced the Colonel out of his quarters and into the jayle without any legal commitment." 
Here he was kept five days, and then brought by " Beek, the jayler, to Twentyman's, the inne," whence 
he was removed to London. " Thus the Colonel took his last leave of Newark, which being a place 




COL. HUTCHINSON. 



chaps with it." Mr. Leeke being 
in the house, the Colonel desired 
of him that he might be taken 
elsewhere, and after two days he 
was taken to the next inn (Mr. 
Twentyman's). On Oct. 19th, 
Mr. Leeke took him to the Marquis 
of- Newcastle, and the Marquis 
allowed him to go home ; but on 
the 22nd he was again seized and 
carried back to Newark, where 
Mr. Twentyman was " still civill to 
him." The next day a letter ar- 
rived from Lord Newcastle, saying 



{ L.S., 160-319, 14th Chas. II. 



Created a Baronet in 1663. 



142 HISTORY OF NEWARK. 

he had formerly subdued,* and replete with many mallitious enemies . . he expected far worse 
treatment from the generality of the towne, who were so far from joyning in joy of his captivity that 
when he was forced through their streets they gave him very civil respect, and when he came away civil 
farewells." The Colonel died while in custody at Sandown Castle, on the coast of Kent, nth Sept., 
1664, and was buried at Owthorpe, where there is a tablet to his memory. 

In addition to the requests sent to the new monarch for recompense by individuals who had suffered 
in his father's cause, which was in many cases awarded, the town itself approached his Majesty with 
a view to securing additional rights and privileges, to which their sterhng loyalty entitled them, and 
some of which had been faithfuhy promised by Charles I. The petition which they forwarded to the 
King on July 27th, 1661, gives us some idea of the terrible cost which the war had involved, for it states 
that Newark had lost :^40,ooo by the burning of a sixth part of the town when it was made a garrison, 
by the erection of works, monies lent and never repaid, quartering of soldiers, &c. The privileges which 
they asked for in return for all these sacrifices were as follow : — 

t66i. — The hIjMbie Proposalls of the Mayor and Aldermen of Newarke. 
That all freemen and inhabitants of Newarke may bee exempted from payment of all tolls, ftc. That the tow nshipps of Bal- 
derton, Coddington, Winthorpe, ffarnedon, and East Stoake . . and also the Castle and scite thereof, and Ukewise the 
mills called Newarke mills, and all persons residing within the said townes maybe under the jurisdiction, correction, and 
government of the said Mayor and Aldermen. That they may have to the use of the said Corporation all goods of felons, 
fugitives, felons of themselves, persons outlawed, waves, estrayes, treasure trove, deodands, fynes, issues, amerciaments, 
forfeitures, recognizances, and penall statutes, &c., happening within the towne and places afsd. . . That they may 
have a Custos Rotulorum eligible by the Mayor and Aldermen or the major part of them, and also a Coroner. That there 
may be two fayres in the towne yearely for evermore for buying and selUng of all manner of cattle and goods by retayle 
only as in other fairs in the Burrough or Towne aforesaid in tymes past hath been held and used. The first to begin on 
Tewsday seavennight next before the Sunday commonly called Palm Sunday, and the other on the feast of St. Luke the 
EvangeUst, Oct. 18 ; each fair to continue two dayes. That the Mayor and Aldermen may be Justices of the Peace within 
the Corporation and Uberty, and may elect the High Constables and pettye constables within the towne and places aforesd., 
and no sheriffe or J. P. of the countrey therein to intermedle. That the Towne may from henceforth bee a Burrough towne 
and may have power to elect and send two burgesses to serve in Parliament, such burgesses to be chosen by the Mayor, 
Aldermen, freemen, and freeholders of 40s. per annum resident within the said towne of Newarke, or the major part of 
them. That the Mayor and Justices . may send all felons, &c., by warrant under their common seale to the Goale 

of the County of Notts, and likewise to their own Goale. That they may purchase additional lands of the yearely 
value of £200. That they may arrest for any action not exceeding £'iOO, may have " retorna brevium,'' may have a, 

grant of the Court Leet Court Baron and Market Court which they now enjoy, and all other advantages formerly granted 
to them by lease from the Crown wherein they have some yet in being. That in regard the town is very much impover- 
ished and that the Church is of a large fabrick and hath nothing belonging to the repairs thereof, and for that the vicar 
there is maintained by the benevolence of the people, that the perpetual advowson of the rectory of Winthorpe, being 
nnder value and lying contiguous thereunto, may be granted to the said Corporation. That in regard the Bridge comonly 
called Trent Bridge neare onto the Castle of Newarke and Markham Bridge, alias Moor-Carr Bridge, are very ruinous and 
in deca3% to the prejudice of passengers travelling upon the road and to the great damage of the Towne in their trade 
and Markett, which bridges have been time out of mind built and repaired by the Kings and Queens of England, and the 
repairinge whereof has been estimated by Commissioners at very great summes of money, the demesnes of the Castle of 
Newarke and the tolls may be granted to the Corporation of Newark in reversion, after determination of a lease heretofore 
granted to the late Earl of Berkshire and to the Lord Gerrard of Brandon, and at the rent reserved to the Crowne, and 
they will engage themselves for ever hereafter to build and repair the bridges. That all former Charters are confirmed by 
this present Charter. — S.P. Dom. Car. II., Vol. 446, No. 47. 

The petition was not immediately dealt with, for it was not until 1664 that we find it referred to Lord 
Treasurer Southampton. Another five years elapsed, and then we meet with the following in the Entrv 
Book :— 

* He was made Governor of Newark after its surrender, as appears by his statement to the Committee for the Advance of 

Money. — Vide Cal. nf Committee II., 627. 
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1669. — Newarke. Upon ye Petition of ye Mayor and Aldermen of Newarke desiring a confirmacon of their Charter. 

Dec. i8th, '69. — His Majesty is graciously pleased to referrit to Mr. Atturney Generall to reconsider of this petition and such 
part of ye addicons desired to their Charter as containe matter of Law (his Majesty having elsewher referred those that 
relate to his revenue to ye Lords of ye Treasury), which Mr. Atturney is to report to his Majesty with his opinion how 
farre it may be fitt to gratifjf the Petitioners, and then his Majesty will declare his further pleasure with a gracious regard 
to ye eminent loyalty of this Towne. — Dom. Entry Bk. 1669, Vol. 33, fo. 87. 
1669. — Newarke. Upon ye Petition of ye Mayor and Aldermen of ye Towne of Newarke . . desiring their former char- 
ters with ye severall additions and privileges may be confirmed to them. 

Dec. 18th, '69. — His Majesty remembers very graciously on all occasions ye exemplary loyalty of this towne, and is willing 
in anything that's fitt to distinguish it by some marke of more then comon favour, and accordingly having elsewhere re- 
ferred what is matter of law in ye particulars desired to Mr. Atturney Generall, is pleased hereby to refer what mav relate 
to his revenue to ye Rt. Honourable ye Lords Commissioners of ye Treasury to consider of what is desired, and how fitt 
it may be to gratify ye Petitioners in their suits, and upon their Lordshipps' report his Majesty will declare his further 

pleasure. 

Arlington. 

The new charter came at last, and is dated April 4th, 1677. The old rights and privileges were by it 
ratified and confirmed, the town was declared a free borough, and power was given to elect two burgesses 
for the borough to serve in Parliament, the burgesses to be chosen by the mayor and aldermen for the 
time being and their successors, and by all the inhabitants of the borough for the time being, " who 
pay and contribute, shall pay and contribute, or ought to pay and contribute, Scot and Lot in the said 
borough."* Freemen of the town were declared exempt from paying toll throughout England, and 
the extent of the liberties and jurisdiction of the mayor and aldermen were thus defined " unto and 
through the parish of Newark aforesaid and the whole castle of Newark and the scite thereof, and all 
those water-mills commonly called Newark mills." The mayor and aldermen were to have and enjoy 
all and singular the goods and chattels of felons and fugitives, " extents, outlawries, waifs, estrays, 
treasure.-trove, and deed, happening, chancing, or arising within the borough ;" and a Custos Rotulorum 
was appointed, Henry, Duke of Newcastle, being nominated the first. The office of coroner was ratified 
and confirmed, as was also the power of creating four justices. Authority was given to commit offenders 
to the county gaol, as well as to the gaol at Newark ; and to purchase and possess manors not exceeding 
the yearly value of £200. The Court of Record might hear plaints up to £300, but not beyond. The 
mayor was to have the return of all writs, two fairs were appointed to be held, one on the 21st and 22nd 
of October, and the other on the Friday and Saturday before the Lord's Day, called Careing Sunday.f 
and the right and patronage of the rectory of Winthorpe was given to the mayor and corporation. 

In 1665, Dr. Thomas Fuller, the quaint and famous author 01 the " Worthies," petitioned for pre- 
sentation to the vicarage of Newark. In a letter he " begs delay in the business of Newark," says the 
incumbent is his friend, " and will resign as may best serve his end, and thinks that he (Fuller) will be 
acceptable to the town." The good doctor's petition was of no avail, for Richard Pearson was appointed 
in 1666. Two years later another vacancy arose, and the " State Papers" disclose the names of two 
applicants. James Wood, chaplain in ordinary to the King, and Joseph Rhodes, D.D., are both entered 
the same year as candidates. The letter of the former to the King is as follows :— 

* John Verney, writing to Sir Ralph Verney, March 26th, 1677, says : " The King, in recompense for former loyalty, hath granted 
the town of Newark to send Members to Parliament." — Hist. MSS. VII. Rep., p. 468. 

-t Passion-Sunday the fifth in Lent, was called in the North Care, Carle, or Cariing Sunday, and the popular fare for the day 
was grey peas steeped the night in water, and then fried in butter. Formerly, doles of these " carlings" were in many places 
made to the poor. A writer in the Gentleman's Magazine, 1785, gives the following list, apparently taken from " a printed 
paper for the regulation of fairs at Newark-on-Trent :"— Careing Fair, Friday before Caremg Sunday ; May Fair, 14th May ; 
Whitsun Fair Whit-Tuesday ; Lammas Fair, August 2nd ; All Saints' Fair, Nov. ist ; and St. Andrew's Fair, Monday 
before December nth. Gough, in his additions to Camden, speaks of Newark's " five horse fairs, where great numbers of 
brood mares are brought up and dispersed over the north countries." Hone, in his Everyday Book, writes thus :— " Care 
Sunday the next Sunday before Palm Sundav, also called Carle and CarUng Sunday. Why it is denominated Care Sunday 
j„ ^ uncertain." Brewer says that " care'" means trouble, suffering ; and Care Sun-lay means Passion Sunday. 
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1668. — To YE King's most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Peticon of Jamps Wood, Chaplain in Ordinarj' to yonr Majesty, and Sometimes Chaplaine to ye late Marquesse 
of Montrose, 

Sheweth 

That your Petitioner having laine under sad troubles for his loyalty these many yeares past, having first iost his 
goods, wife, children, and livelyhood, and in his owne person suffered imprisonment for a long time, and at last condemned 
to die, but by the mercy of God escaped narrowly, and after had ye honour to serve your Majesty's father . . and the 
Marquess of Ormonde in quality of chaplaine . . and he was instrumental to convey the said Marquess to Norway 
disguised as his servant . . and was comanded to engage all officers of horse, foot, and artillerie . . and was forced 
to raise money in your Majesty's name, never being paid by the Gcnerall, being then unable . . to evade sad distresse 
and inevitable danger, he was forced to flee to I.anguedoc and Orange, to keepe himself quiet . &c., &c. 

May it therefore please your gracious Majestie to take ye premisses which are well known to many at Court into your 
royal and compassionate consideration . . and bountifully to grant him for his relief the benefice of Newarke-upon- 
Trent, falne into your Majesty's hands by ye decease of ye late minister there. — S.P. Dom. 283, 132a. 

There is an entry in the State Papers of his being presented to the living, but this cannot have 
been so, for about the same time Dr. Rhodes apphed, which occasioned the following letter : — 

1668. — Good Mr. Williamson, 

The Vicarage of Newark-upon-Trent, without ye voluntary contribution of ye inhabitants of verj' small value in it selfe, 
hath been endeavoured to be obtained by one. Dr. Rhodes, who was put by at ye last vacancy by my Lord of Canter- 
bury as unfit for ye place, and ye people generally disgusting him, and my selfe having received some information which 
satisfies me that it would neither be good for him nor for ye parishioners yf he should have ye vicarage, I made a stop of 
his presentation, and indeed 1 thought myself concerned in conscience that the towne which hath been soe loyall and is 
very populous should be furnished with a good minister, I acquainted my Lord Bishop of Hereford with it, who is well 
satisfied with the reasons of my refusall, and hath recommended one, Mr. John Peachell, B.D., whom I doe not know, 
but am informed both by his Lordship and by other persons that he is a very worthy person and very fit to all purposes 
for the place. You . . please to get the king's grant for Mr. Peachell, who, I suppose, wil not be wanting in paying 
ve due for it. My great paine of ye gout will excuse me for making use of another hand. — I am, dear Sir, your very faith- 
ful servant, O. U. Bridgeman. Essex House, June 23, 1668. — S.P. Dom. Chas. II., Vol. 242, No. 8. 

Dr. Rhodes being thus denied the vicarage, and Mr. Peachell's name not being approved, there was 
an interregnum, which led the Mayor and Aldermen to write as follows to the Secretary of State : — 

i66g. Right Honourable, — Whereas the towne of Newark (whereof wee are members) is and hath beene destitute of a Vicar 

since Whitsuntide last, soe that in supplying of the cure wee ha-\'e almost tyred all our friends, and many indigent persons 
have been put to very great exigencies to procure Parsons to baptize their children or bury their Dead, and in probability 
in a very short time shall want the assistance of such charitable neighbours, soe that wee shall not have any baptized or 
buried as by the Liturgie is presciibed. Wee humbly beg that your honour will be pleased to favour our Poore Towne 
soe farr that wee may not rest long under this great want, and that if noe other be presented to our Vicaridge (with sub- 
mission be it spoaken) that you will be pleased to assist us therein, that wee may offer one to his Majesty, whose fidelity 
to his Prince, charity to his Neighbour, and zeal for Religion may eminently be presidentiall to others, and of which wee 
can give the testimonies of all that know him, and you will eternally obUge us to be your honour's ever obedient servants. 
Will. Browne, Mayor ; Robert Atkinson, Chr. Haslam, Rich. Heringe, Hugh Tresse, Edw. Newson, Ro. Hoyes, 
John Marri.s, Wm. Martin, Wm. Bastedine, Robert Brigg, Wm. Wilson, Ro. Bayly, Aldermen. Newark, ye 27th 
Oct. 1668. To the Right Honourable the Lord Arhngton, and his Majesty's Principall Secretaries of State, these present. 

The King appears to have informed the Mayor and Aldermen that they might make selection of their 
own vicar, and accordingly they nominated the Rev. Henry Smith. Some, however, dissented, and 
suggested a Mr. Babbington, and the Bishop of Hereford gave the following- 
Reasons why Mr. Srhith should not be suddenly presented unto Newark, I never having heard from him, and being unsatisfied 
in the things following : — 

( I ) lam informed by a principall person of that Towne that though the Mayor and some others desire him, yet ye greater 
part of ye Towne desire one, Mr. Babbington, reported to be a very worthy person. 
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(2) I heare Mr. Smyth hath an other living, and I am not sure whither he intends to leave that and reside altogether at 
Newark, which will be very requisit in soe populous a Towne. 

(3) I have received noe Testimonialls of him, which sure are requisite not only of his sobriety and industry in his calUng, 
but allsoe whether he be a man rightly principled in Religion and of experienced Loyalty in times of triall, if he was then, 
a Minister. 

(4) I know nothing yett of Ms ability in learning, and though he may preach plauseably to a popular Auditory, yet it 
is further requisit in such a Towne that he be of learning sufficient to confute the Sectaries there, and not by ignorance 
expose the Church to contempt. 

Now though his Majesty be greatly pleased that the Towne recommend a person for the cure thereof, yet to admitt any 

person at large into a corporat Towne, without any inspection into these things, I humbly conceive may be a Precedent 

of dangerous consequence. 

Her. Hekeford. 

The document is endorsed, " Lord Bishop of Hereford's reasons against Mr. Smith's presentation to 
Newark," but it seems " he was satisfied by a letter from the Mayor and Aldermen of the place recom-' 
mending the said Mr. Smith, and so gave leave for it to passe. "f 

In 1666 there seems to have been a terrible storm in the district. The following entry appears in 
the State Papers : — " On the 13th October, there was the strongest whirlwind or earthquake, or both. 




DR. THOROTON. 



Churchman and Royalist, with 
his friend, Peniston Whalley, of 
Screveton, was active at this 
time in persecuting the Quakers. 
A Quaker pamphlet, secretly 
printed in the year 1676, contains 
numerous complaints of acts of 
oppression by Thoroton and 
Whalley, as does also another 
pamphlet printed in the same 
year, entitled, " A true relation 
of some of the sufferings inflicted 
upon the servants of God who are 
called Quakers, in the county of 
Nottingham, chiefly by Penistone Whalley and Robert Thoroton, with a relation of the irregular and unjust 
proceedings of the Justices at Nottingham and Newark." Dr. Thoroton married Anne, second daughter 
of Gilbert Boun, Sergt.-at-law, Recorder of Newark, and at one time M.P. for the town of Nottingham."' 
Not only from Thoroton and his colleague, but from many others, the Quakers had to suffer for their 
opinions. On the 7th Nov., 1659, WiUiam Dewsberry, preaching at a meeting at Newark, was insulted 
and much abused by the people. Four days later, being Sunday, " while the Testimony of Truth was 
declaring, a rude multitude broke in, thrusting down both men and women, buffeting, punching, and 
stoning them, so that some were knockt down, others had their teeth beaten out, and their faces bruised : 
women had their head-clothes pull'd off : after this manner they continued to abuse about an hundred 
persons who were there religiously assembled, and who bore aU patiently, as Christian sufferers." f On 
Nov. 26, 1676, certain informers came to a Quaker meeting at Blythe, and finding no preacher there, 
they resolved to make one. So they came out again and consulted with their associates, one of whom. 



that was ever heard of in Line. 
In the towne of Welbourn, near 
Newark, of 80 stone houses only 
3 were left standing, the timber 
being so dispersed that no one 
can tell his own ; 3 or 4 persons 
were killed. Near Grantham 
happened a prodigious storm of 
hail, some stones 3 inches long, 
some like darts, bearded arrows, 
and other strange shapes." 

Dr. Thoroton, the historian 
of the county and a staunch 



f S.P. Dom., Car. II., Vol. 248, No. 871. * Robert Thoroton, physician and antiquary, by J. T. Godfrey. 

i p. J. Cropper, " Sufferings of the Quakers in Notts.," p. 45. 
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Edward Butterworth " goes into the meeting and demurely seats himself there," and then " stood up and . 
said, ' Blessed are the peacemakers,' with some other words, upon which Thomas Sharp, one of the in- 
formers, lays hold on him, pulled him out of the meeting, and delivered him to the Constable, who carried 
this pretended preacher before Justice Sands, where Sharp appeared to make intormation against him. 
But the Justice, observing the fellow's behaviour, suspected him, and examined him, where he lived ? 
He answered, at Broughton, eight miles from Lincoln ; . . . and Sharp affirmed that he never saw 
the man before in all his life." But the following certificate was put in : — " This may certify whom it 
may concern that we whose names are under-written do testify that Edward Butterworth and Thomas 
Sharp, of our town of Newark, are very well acquainted and near neighbours, living together in our 
town, and both in a street ; most of our town well know it. — John Milner, Thomas Merryweather." 
As the constables were conveying Butterworth to Nottingham gaol, he made his escape, and the Jus- 
tices, " though the deception was clearly discovered," let the proceedings drop.* John White arrested 
Wm. Smith, of Besthorp, for refusing to pay tithes, " and he gave me time until the next morning to 
come to his house at Newark, and when I came there I found Wm. Pocklington, of North Collingham, 
who would have drawn me to composition." Smith " could not consent," and suffered imprisonment. 
The Newark Quakers fined in Chas. XL's time included Wm. Dewsberry, Jno. Milner, and Thos. 
Merryweather. 

During the latter part of the 17th century life and property were very insecure. The methods of 
preserving law and order were incomplete and insufficient. Highwaymen abounded, and carried on 
their nefarious occupation with impunity. Murders were less numerous than might have been. ex- 
pected, but there were robbers of every description, from the famous Nevinson " Quick Nick" to the 
ordinary cut-purse. Horse steahng was a very frequent offence, especially in the time of the civil wars, 
among the disbanded soldiers. Nevinson himself seems to have achieved a great notoriety, not only 
on account of his daring, but because he had some of the characteristics attributed to Robin Hood- 
while he robbed the rich, he gave with a free hand amongst the poor. His fame was in the ballad 
literature of the day, and he had a long career of success, especially on the Great North Road. Two 
verses of a contemporary ballad run thus — 

Did you ever hear tell of that hero, 

Bold Nevinson, that was his name ; 
He rode about like a bold hero, 

And with that he g.ained great fame. 

Ho maintained himself like a gentleman. 

Besides he was good to the poor ; 
He rode about like a bold hero. 

And he gained himself favours therefore. 

Among the depositions preserved at York Castle — where is to be found a large mass of documentary 
evidence illustrating the annals of crime in the North of England, including many depositions taken 
before the magistrates — is a statement made by Elizabeth Burton, a paramour of Nevinson, which 
throws considerable hght upon his proceedings, and indicates that for a while the notorious highway- 
man made Newark his head quarters. Burton stated that she went to service in Newark, where she 
fell acquainted with Edmund Bracy, of the county of Nottingham, Jno. Nevinson, of the county of 
York, Thos. Wilbore, of Nottingham, Thos. Tankard, of Lincoln, Jno. Bromatt, and Wilham or Robert 
Everson, of no fixed abode, but commonly at the Talbot in Newark, all highwaymen. Witness was 
lodged at a house in Newark, and maintained there for two years, during which time several robberies 

* P. J. Cropper, " Sufferings of the Quakers in Notts.," p. 61-62. 



HISTORY OF NEWARK. 147 

were committed. Bracy hired a room by the year at the Talbot in Newark, where they commonly met, 
and divided the spoil. Among the robberies were the following : — One between Grantham and Stam- 
ford, where they took about ;f3oo from a shopkeeper ; one near Maltby, in Yorkshire, where they took 
£200 from one Malim, who was going to Gainsborough mart, of which sum witness received £2 ; one 
in Lincolnshire, where they took a great booty ; one in Yorkshire, where they took about ;f300, of 
which witness had gs. to buy a white petticoat ; one between Gainsborough and Newark, where they 
took about £200 from a Londoner who had been at the last mart, also one cup of silver and a tankard and 
two silver bodkins, which she found in a portmanteau, and which were lately in their room at the Talbot, 
marked with the letter T, except the two bodkins, which they gave to witness. Another robbery was 
between Long Bennington and Gonerby, and four others are also specified, two of which were committed 
by Nevinson and Bracy. Witness further said that she thought the master of the Talbot was privy 
to their proceedings, for she had often seen them whispering together ; as also one William Anwood, 
the ostler there, she having seen the said parties give him good sums of money. Another woman asso- 
ciated with them lived in Castle-gate, " at the house between the signs of the Swan and Crowne."f 
Nevinson's career was checked in 1676. He was tried and condemned for robbery at York, but was 
reprieved and transported to Tangiers. He returned, however, to this country, and resumed his old 
practices, and being arrested in March, 1684, was sent to York, where he was convicted and executed. 
In the Yorkshire Diaries, published by the Surtees Society, many particulars of Nevinson's daring 
career are given. The Judge told him he was " a terror to the country ;" and how true this was is 
shown by the fact that carriers paid him to let them alone, and others lent him money that he might 
permit them to pass quietly. At the gallows he confessed that he had killed a constable, but said he 
did it in his own defence, and did not betray his companions. J 

The robbers were not the only source of danger. At times there was the very imminent risk 
of being drowned. The autobiography of Mrs. Alice Thornton, of East Newton, Yorks., Oct., 1664, 
says, when her husband was returning from London, he escaped drowning in the waters near Newark when 
the floods were so high that they had nigh carried him down with the stream, but the Lord was pleased 
to deliver him from that death. Thoresby, in his Diary, alludes to the great dangers he encountered 
in his passage of the waters about Newark. Here is an account of a journey from Retford 
to Stamford in 1670 : — " I would give you something of our motion before I see you. We gott by 
Sunday to Retford, on Wednesday morning we sett out and sayled through a sea of waters neere New- 
arke ; we lay last night at Grantham, and beinge neere this place now at 12 o'clock our axeltree broake, 
so that here we must take up to night and not be in London till Monday." 

The gatehouse of the Castle was at this time used as a magazine, for Thomas Stanley, writing to the 
Earl of Rutland, at Belvoir Castle, May 22nd, 1682, says : — " Concerning the Newark gatehouse, now 
used for a magazine, I have found the original sessions order when and for what purpose it was purchased 
in Oliver's or the Rump's time, and I find it expressly in that order that it was to be for a magazine, 
and for that purpose it was purchased in the names of severall of the Justices of the Peace of those 
times, their names being used as trustees, and Mr. Pochin is the survivor of those trustees, and he hath 
the purchase writings in his keeping, which I have lately seen." He suggests that Mr. Pochin should 
convey it to a number of the present Justices of the Peace for the same purpose. || 

•f Depositions from the Castle of York, pp. 260-61. J Yorkshire Diaries, 457. 

II Hist. MSS., I2th Report, App., p. 73. 
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From 1674 to 1681 Charles was more or less at war with his Parliament. The reign which had 
begun amid so much sunshine was closing under the dark clouds of disagreement and dissatisfaction. 
But amid all the disputes between the monarch and his advisers his personal popularity did not diminish. 
The popular frenzy, under the direction of the Earl of Shaftesbury, turned against the Catholics, and it 
only required the so-called Popish Plot to rouse an agitation for the exclusion of the Duke of York from 
the Enghsh Throne. In suddenly and summarily dismissing his fifth and last Parliament, the King 
issued a declaration stating that they had arrested Englishmen for offences with which Pariiament had 
nothing to do, had declared the most distinguished persons enemies of the King on mere suspicion, had 
insisted on excluding the heir apparent from the succession, and were endeavouring to create a quarrel 
betwixt themselves. This declaration produced a strong effect, and the prompt action which accom- 
panied it probably saved England from another civil war. Meanwhile, the struggle over the exclusion 
of the Duke of York continued. Lord Shaftesbury was arrested, and on him were found the particulars 
of an Association for excluding James and all Roman Catholics from the throne and from political 
power, and including a vow of pursuing to the death all who should oppose this great purpose. Newark, 
true to its devotion to the Throne, expressed repugnance of Shaftesbury's schemes, and offered its 
allegiance in the following address : — 

The humble address of the Mayor, Aldermen, and inhabitant': of your Borough of Newark-upon-Trent. We, your Majesty's 
most humble and loyal subjects, having with no little amazement read the Association which was lately produced at the 
inditement of the Earl of Shaftsbury, and which we fear had received too much encouragement in the nation, do according 
to our bounden duty declare our abhorence of that traitorous combination . and whenever your most sacred Majesty, 

in your great wisdom, shall be pleased to call another Parliament, we will admit no person to appear as candidate for this 
Borough but such as shall declare beforehand his abhorence of that Association ; and with this address we offer our Uves 
and fortunes to the service of your Majesty. Feb. 20th, 1681. 

Shaftesbury fled to Holland, and " with the end of the year 1682 there passed from the scene the oldest 
and most inveterate enemy of the House of York."* 

When James II. came to the throne in 1685, he made no secret of the fact that he was a Roman 
Catholic, and as he did not hesitate to levy taxes without waiting for the authority of Parliament, and 
to exercise " freaks of arbitrary power," he soon found himself embarked in a sea of difficulties. New 
charters were forced upon various corporations, Newark amongst the number, with a reservation 
" that any or all of the Corporations appointed in them or their successors should be at all times re- 
movable at the King's pleasure under privy seal." On 24th February, 1687, His Majesty in Council 
issued an order removing Robert Marris from being Mayor of Newark, and William Martin, George 
Berkitt, William Twentyman, William Hobman, and John Girton from being Aldermen, and directing 
the Corporation forthwith to elect in their places Samuel Ellis to be Mayor and one of the Aldermen, 
Robert Heron, Gilbert Standish, William Welby, Timothy Ellis, and William Haslam to be Aldermen. 
These innovations did not increase but rather diminished the waning popularity of the King ; and his 
obvious Romanist designs concealed under the disguise of a Declaration of Indulgence led to a protest 
on the part of Archbishop Sancroft and six bishops. For this the prelates were committed to the Tower 
and prosecuted for libel, but the jury declared them not guilty, and the verdict was received with such 
popular acclamations that it was evident James had entirely alienated the affections of the people. On 
the day that the Bishops were acquitted, a letter was sent to William Prince of Orange Nassau, who 
landed at Torbay November 5th, 1688 ; and in a few days James fled from the country. One of the 

* Life of Mary of Modena, by Martin Haile, p. no. 
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Bishcps who stood up so boldly for constitutional rights was Bishop White of Peterborough, who was 
for sometime vicar of Newark, and who retained so lively a recollection and affection for the old town 
that he gave to it the library over the south porch of the Parish Church. Loyal though it had been to 
the Stuart Kings, Newark united with the rest of the nation in its condemnation of James II., and in 
giving a welcome to WiUiam and Mary. The people felt there could be no security for good government 
without a change of dynasty, and they found security under William, whose reign lasted from 1689 to 
T702. 

Writing on April ist, 1689, one J. Depreptit gives the list of a troop of soldiers then stationed at 
Newark. The officers were Capts. Thomas Chapman, Richard Atkins, Phil. Prime, Lord Cholmondeley, 
Purey Cust, Charlton, and Wright, and the cornets, T. Cholmondeley, J. Pope, and Richard Sale. 
Amongst the expenses were the following :— Paid to the carrier from Derby to Newark, i6s. for a 
barrel of ale, and 2 lbs. of tobacco given to the people on the day of Crownation, April 13th, 
/"2 17s. od.f 



Under date November 9th, 
1695, in the diary of Abraham 
de le Pryme (Surtees Society) 
is the following : — " At the 
latter end of last month the 
King made a j ourney to Lincoln, 
and so to Welbeck and Not- 
tingham. Apparitors were sent 
out for ten miles round about 
Lincoln to bid the clergy come 
in and kiss the King's hand, 
and aU the constables had order 
to acquaint the towns around 
of the King's coming. I am 




THE SEVEN BISHOPS.* 



credibly told that the town of 
Newark presented him with a 
silver sceptre, curiously cut 
and engraved, but he would 
not accept thereof. Then they 
presented him with a bag of 
gold, but he refused that also, 
tehing them that the taxes 
were great ; but at Lincoln he 
received one cf fifty broads and 
fifty guinnies. When he came 
to the Earl of Kingston's there 
was provided for him a great 
quantity of victual of all 



manner of sorts that could be imagined. There were near twenty oxen killed, besides a great number 
of sheep, and twenty messes of different meats were all served up to the King and the nobles on huge 
dishes of plate, and they had all sorts of wine." In Lincoln city records, under date 1695-6, is this 
entry : — " For putting the reception of the King, when he came into the city, in the Gazette, 15s. ;" and 
there are various payments on the same occasion to the King's servants and to the Newark waits. 

William's career was beset with difficulties. Plots were formed to assassinate him, and factious 
were rife in Parliament. With the loyalty which they invariably exhibited to the Throne, Newark 
hastened to offer its sympathy and support, and in 1695 presented the following address : — 

Wee your Majesties most Loyal and Dutiful! Subjects The Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Gentlemen, and other Inhabitants 
of the Boroughe of Newarke upon Trent, do sincerely and from the bottome of our hearts congratulate your Majesties happie 
Escape from the Horrid, Villanous, and Barbarous Plottes and designes of Assassinating your Sacred Majestic, whome (as 
in dutie bound) wee unanimously owne to be our RightfuU and LawfuU King and the onely supporter of our Religion and 
Lawes and Liberties. And wee do Faithfully Promise your sacred Majestie that wee will with our lives and Fortunes upon 
all occasions shew our zeale and Readiness to defend your Majestie against all Opposers. And that when your Majestie 



t Hist. MSS., App. I2th Rep., 353. 
♦ Reverse of political medal struck at the time of the trial of the seven bishops. Bishop White is the left hand figure of the bottom row. 
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shall tliink it convenient to call another Parliament, wee shall take care to Elect such Members, "and no other, but those 
who have before signed the Association made and contrived so Loyally and Reasonably by the Honble. House of Commons, 
and all along pray for your Majesties long and happie Reigne over us. 

The address is signed bv Richard Reade, Mayor ; Geo. Cartwright, Recorder ; and by about 27 

citizens. 

On the death of Wilham the Third in 1702, Queen Anne, the second daughter of James IL, came 
to the Throne, and Newark was amongst the first boroughs to offer an address of congratulation. The 
address was presented by a wealthy citizen, Matthew Jenison, who received on the occasion the honour 
of knighthood. Sir Matthew had inherited the Friary estate and considerable local property, but his 
expensive mode of living, and the cost of his repeated efforts to represent the borough in Parliament, 
compelled him to part with some of it, the Friary being sold to Thomas, first Lord Middleton. Sir Matthew 
never married, and the remnant of the Jenison estate passed to his niece Elizabeth, who married Sir 
Samuel Gordon, Bart., under whose shrewd management the estate was " augmented in value beyond 
aU former expectations." Sir Samuel, who was created a Baronet in 1764, died in 1780. His son. Sir 
Jenison William Gordon, married Harriet Frances Charlotte, daughter of the Hon. Edward Finch 
Hatton. The arms borne by the Jenisons were azure, a bend (wavy) or between two swans, argent.| 

On the death of Queen Anne in 1714, the last monarch of the House of Stuart, to which Newark 
had been so devotedly loyal, passed away. With the close of a great dynasty, we may not inappro- 
priately interrupt the course of our narrative to introduce articles on special subjects which demand 
notice before we come to describe the occurrences of more modern times. 

J For pedigree of the Jenisons, see " Annals," pp. 202-5. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Origin of the Manor — Its Saxon Owners — How the Tenants Lived — The Unwritten Laws and Customs — 
The Wapentake Court — The Hallmoot — The Bishops as Owners — Their Rights and Privileges — 
Borough English — Manorial Records — The Market Courts — The Disputes about Tolls— Sale of the 
Manorial Rights — Modern History. 

ERE it possible, it would be profoundly interesting and instructive to trace the Manor 
of Newark back to its very earliest beginnings. Unfortunately, it is not yet possible. 
The remote past of Newark is like a chain of mountains enveloped in clouds, with 
here and there a sharply-cut peak rising above them. We are certain that there 
were Roman villas on or near its site, and that Roman soldiers marched along the 
Fosseway and occupied stations in the vicinity. f We know also that throughout 
the Roman Empire it was usual to reward soldiers whose term of service had expired with plots of land. 
The idea seems a very good one, until we find that men who have spent their lives in fighting do not 
take kindly to ploughing and reaping and milking. They were delighted when a speculator in land 
came along and offered them half its value in ready money. So it is likely enough that the first Romans 
who settled at or near Newark were soldiers who wore helmets, and snatched up their arms and rushed 
forth to the fray whenever the fugitive Britons crept out of the forest in the hope of robbing traveUers 
on the Fosseway. In course of time the holdings of soldiers became estates, and their owners lived in 
viUas. The owner of an estate must needs be the lord of the men who cultivated it for his profit. Given 
a lord and land and labourers, and you have the germ of a manor. Even in Roman times, the estate 
as entered in the tax-collector's books " forms a complete and self-sufficient agrarian organism. "J It 
contains so many acres of every kind of soil, so many useful trees, and was provided with so many head 
of cattle, and so many labourers or farmers. 

When the Angles supplanted the Romans and the villas were deserted, and the Britons slain or 
enslaved, their first needs were as in earher days to eat and to fight. An estate was given to a soldier 
on condition that he both cultivated it and fought for his lord when required. He was in the position 
of an emigrant to Canada, who receives a free grant of land on condition that he clears and tills it. One 

* We have to acknowledge the kind co-operation of Mr. R. Westland Marston in the compilation of tliis article on the Manor, 
t Vide Vol. I., pp. 3-7. + Vinogradov, Growth of the Manor. 
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of the " just laws and dooms of Ine, King of the West SaxGns,"|| decrees that " he who has twenty hides 
shall show 12 hides of cultivated land ; he who has ten, 6." When Newark was granted to its first lord, 
he was not expected to use it as a deer-park. He must find tenants and protect them from robbers, 
and tax them for his own and the king's profit. Some tenants lived in houses provided by the lord, 
and paid for their land by rent and work : they were called geburs or boors. Others lived in houses of 
their own, and paid for their land by rent : they were ceorls. Each tenant was expected to contribute 
oxen for ploughing according to his share. Each had to conform to the same rules and methods. He 
might not enclose a portion of the waste land whenever he chose. One tenant might not pasture too 
many beasts on the common. But the nature of these regulations is best illustrated by the breaches 
of the unwritten laws of the manor for which fines were inflicted in the Hall Moot Court. We see 
from them how detailed were the rules which forbad any tenant to seek his own profit at 
the expense of his neighbours. If he is but caught bringing home an arm-load of furze or 
rushes from the common, except at certain times, he is liable to a fine. He is fined both for what 
he does amiss and for what he leaves undone. Tenants are fined for " ploughing away another man's 
land, and for ploughing and diking the processional meare." How could the perambulators peram- 
bulate properly if their customary path was ploughed up and obliterated ? One is fined for suffering 
chsorder in his house, another for not hanging the townend gate ; others for felling an ash tree without 
leave, for not scouring the broad fenn dyke, for tethering in the rye field, for beasts trespassing in the 
pease field, for suffering his children to pull down the churchyard fence, for not repairing his part in the 
common pinfold, for not punishing vagrants, for taking a highway into his yard, for " rescewing his 
swine" from the pinder, for not repairing his chimnies, for " laying hempe in the fieete where never any 
was layd ;" the inhabitants of Stoak for not maintaining the common buttes, for puUing willows upon 
the king's wastes, for laying horse hides in the Trent, for making an affray because he did not grind his 
grain at the mill of the lord of the manor, for harbouring rogues and beggars, for ploughing up corn after 
it was sown, for not scouring the common drain, for letting his swine go unringed, for ploughing up the 
perambulation meare, being the common groujid at the parkeside of Farnedon ; for resisting the third- 
borrowes in the execution of their office in the honey-meadow.* 

We have evidently here a once self-governing community which has become dependent upon a lord 
to whom has passed the ownership of the land it cultivates. Besides being a community of this kind, 
Newark was the meeting place of the hundred-men of the wapentake of thirty-two townships. The 
word wapentake, meaning (as it does) " weapon-touching," brings before our mental eye a group of 
" elder-men" crowding round the new reeve of the wapentake, as he ahghted from his horse and stood 
with lance erect. " They confirmed by contact of arms the peace openly granted, for in English arms 
are called waepnu and touch tac." This reeve presided over the Wapentake Court, which sat once in 
three weeks, and was bound to give right judgment according to the " doom book." The court was 
attended by lords of land within the hundred or their stewards, and by the parish priest, the reeve, and 
four best men of each township. The pecuharity of the manor of Newark was that its lord had juris- 
diction over half the wapentake of Newark, instead of over the manor alone. This privihege was 
granted in Saxon times, and no record of the grant has come down to us. " To Newark," saj^s Domes- 
day Book, " lay all the customs of the King and of the Earl in that wapentake." Were they given by 
King Edward the Confessor to the Countess Godiva and the great Earl Leofric ? It is recorded that 

II The Laws of King Ine, 64, 65. 
* From the numerous records of the Wapentake Courts of Newark at the PubUc Record Office. 
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she and Ulf Fenisc and the Archbishop of York were alone in the wapentake in receiving the third of 
the profits which ordinarily went to the Earl of the County, as well as the King's two-thirds. In addi- 
tion, as just remarked, she, as lady of the manor, had her soc or jurisdiction in sixteen parishes, viz., 
Balderton, Kilvington, Syerston, Elston, Stoke, Hawton, Coddington, Barnby, Winthorpe, Scarle, 
Girton, Spalford, Thorney, Wigsley, Harby, and Cotham. She also had " thol"— the right to buy and 
sell within her lands — and therefore the right to levy tolls on all other persons who wished to do so. 
Godiva's rights passed to the Bishops of Lincoln, as related in the first volume of this work. 

The rights of the Bishops as lords of Newark over the sixteen subject parishes were not allowed to 
be a dead letter, as the Abbot of Peterborough found. When he, in the 14th year of Edward III., hanged 
a thief on his gallows at Collingham, of which manor he was lord, the Bishop complained that the Abbot 
ought to let him do all the hanging in the sixteen parishes. The Abbot answered that the King's father 
had granted him the right to hang thieves at Collingham amongst other privileges, and he complained 
himself against the Bishop that he had taken two horses and six cows of his and detained them in his 
"pound at Newark. The Bishop replied that he did so to punish the Abbot for not coming to his law- 
court every three weeks as he ought to do, he having soc or jurisdiction over Collingham. Moreover, 
when his bailiffs had taken certain cattle of several condemned and outlawed persons, some whereof 
were hanged, as the goods of felons and fugitives belonging to him in right of his Wapentake of Newark, 
and had impounded them, the said men broke the pound and took the cattle and hid them away. The 
dispute was ended by an agreement between Oliver, Bishop of Lincoln, and the Abbot, the last named 
being constrained to pull down his gallows and submit. The ecclesiastical nature of the lordship of 
Newark is further brought before us by the following letter from the Bishop of Lincoln, granting a tene- 
ment in Newark six years before the Battle of Cressy : — 

Be it known to you that we Henry, bishop of Lincoln, with the unanimous consent and will of our chapter of Lincoln, for the 
good and laudable service which our beloved servant, John Broyl, has done to us up till now, and will yet do for us in 
the time to come, have granted to the said John and his heirs all that tenement which formerly belonged to Robert de 
Warrewyk, in our town of Newerk, which tenement came into our hands after the death of the said Robert by reason of 
our lordship, to Have and to Hold to the said John and his heirs freely, quietly, well and in peace for ever, by the ser- 
vices therefor due and customary. In testimony whereof we have caused our seal to be appended, these being witnesses 
the lord Bartholomew de Burghersh, our dearest brother, John Deyncourt, Master John de Martham, clerk, and others. 
Dated Monday, the morrow of the close of Easter, the 13th year of the reign of King Edward III. 

The sixteen parishes over which the lords of the manor of Newark exercised jurisdiction all sent 
their representatives to the lord's court at Newark, the Hallmoot. On one occasion, indeed, in the second 
yeai of James I., it was held in September at Winthorpe, " because of the visitation of God." Doubt- 
less the plague was raging at Newark. The records of this court during the reigns of the Stuarts show 
that the communal nature of the townships had changed but little since the Coddings (of Coddington) 
and Kelvings (of Kelvington) had first brought their German customs into the territory of the British 
Contani. The suitors of the court were, it is true, presided over by the lord's steward, but the steward 
had no power to make laws, but only to enquire what the custom was. The custom was what it had 
been from time immemorial. Nevertheless, the lord was now nominally owner of the entire manor, 
inclading sixteen once self-governing " tuns." Even " the very honourable Countess of Exeter" could 
not give two cottages in Northgate to the hospital (ptototrophium) of St. Leonard's in Newark, " that 
the rent issuing therefrom may be expended as the Master of the said Hospital shall direct," without 
first surrendering them into the hands of the lady of the manor. Queen Henrietta Maria. On Dec. 2nd, 
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the 1 8th year of James I., Richard Gymney and Dyana, his wife, customary tenants of our lord the 
King of this manor, by their attornies, Peter Key and Robt. Hornor, surrendered into his hands a mes- 
suage or mansion house situated in Northgate, in which Richard and Dyana now dwell, and which 
was lately built by Thomas Doughtie, gentleman, deceased, with a kitchen, a barn with stables, 
and also the yard of the said barn, two gardens, two closes of pasture adjoining the same 
mansion house, excepting a small cubicle in the same house over the buttery, and the garret over the 
same, to the use of \Mlliam Cooper, Esq., for six years. WiUiam Cooper comes, and begs to be admitted 
tenant to the said premisses, to whom the steward granted possession " by the rod," according to the 
custom of the manor, for a rent of ;£20. 

The fullest record extant of the rights of the lord of the manor of Newark was made in the third 
year of Edward III., when the royal judges came to Newark to enquire by what warrant the Bishop of 
Lincoln claimed to hold his possessions there : — 

Henry, Bishop of Lincoln, was summoned to answer the lord the King by what warrant he claimed to have the Wapentake 
of Newerk and to exercise through his bailiff the things which pertain to the office of baiUff, and to have a view of frank- 
pledge of all dwelling within the wapentake twice a year, excepting from the free burgesses in the town of Newerk, namely, 
one view after the feast of St. Michael and another after the feast of Easter, and fines of the broken assize of bread and 
ale, and soc and sak and infangenthef, outfangenthef,* goods of felons and of the condemned and of fugitives and waifs and 
strays, gallows, pillory,f tumbrel, and then and a market at the town of Newerk every Wednesday, with tolls and market 
pleas, and a certain toll called Thurghtol from all merchandise, and two fairs per annum, one, namely, on the day of Saint Mary 
Magdalene and the four preceding days, and another on the eve of the Invention of the Holy Cross and th; following day, 
■with pleas of the fairs and tolls and view of frankpledge once every year in the town of Newark from all free burgesses, and 
to hold his court which is called Burghmanmote every fortnight, and to have free warren both in his own lands and those 
of others between Newerk and Stowe, and a mint in his Castle of Newerk. and all his men to be quit of the fine for murder. 

And the Bishop comes by Robert de Ryby, his attorney, and says that that which is called a wapentake is only half a 
wapentake, and he says that he and his predecessors. Bishops of Lincoln, from the time of which there is no memory had 
the same liberties as from the right of the Church of the Blessed Mary of Lincoln, the right, that is, to hold pleas and view 
of frankpledge ; and as to his right to have a market and fairs, he says that the lord John formerly King of England granted 
to Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, that he and his successors should have fairs every year to last for three days, and markets 
every week for one day, and the lord the King who now is has granted that the Bishop and his successors may have the 
said market on Wednesday and fair on the eve and day of the Invention of the Holy Cross. And he exhibits the charter 
of the lord the King which testifies this. And he says that the lord the King who now is has inspected the charter of the 
lord Henry formerly King, &c., his progenitor, granting to Robert then Bishop of Lincoln and his successors a fair of five 
days at his Castle of Newark, namely, on the day of the Blessed Mary Magdalene and the four preceding days, which charter 
the King who now is has confirmed. And he exhibits the charter which testifies this. And he also exhibits a charter of the 
present King granting an extension of eight days to each of his two fairs. And he produces a charter of the King who now 
is confirming one of the lord Henry the King, son of Matilda, the Empress, granting free warren to the Bishops between 
Newerk and Stowe, and also other charters granting free warren in other places. And the lord Richard the King, for his 
health and for the soul of his father Henry and of all his ancestors, granted to God and the Church of the Blessed Mary 
of Lincoln, and to Henry Bishop of Lincoln and all his successors, that all his lands and men should be quit of the fine for 
murdrum. He says, too, that the lord the King who now is, for the devotion which he bears to the glorious Virgin Mary, 
in whose honour the Church of the Blessed Mary of Lincoln was founded, and also for the special affection which he has for 
Henry de Burghersh, Bishop of Lincoln, for his preeminent merits, granted him that he and his successors might have the 
chattels of felons condemned and fugitives from the tenants of the said Bishop everywhere. And as to this, that he is sum- 
moned to show by what warrant he claims to have a mint in his Castle of Newerk for making money, he says that Stephen 
formerly King of England granted to the Church of St. Mary of Lincoln and to Robert de Caysnet, Bishop of the said 
Church, that he should have for ever a mint for making money in his town of Newerk. And he exhibits the charter of 
Stephen the King which testifies this. 

* Soc a power or liberty of jurisdiction ; sac, the right of holding pleas and inflicting fines ; in/rangenthef, the right to judge any thief taken within the manor ; 
' ^ oul/rangenthef, the right to fetch any man oi his manor taken tor felony m another place, and judge him in his own court. 

+ There were also stocks at Newark, for Adam Bonde, Henry the Porter and Lucas his brother Walter the Cordwainer, Robert Corbel, and Robert Chryius, 
were attached to answer Isolda, daughter of Henry Naricesore, why they took the said Isolda at Newark and put her in the stocks in the same town, and 
took her to gaol The jurors say that Adam is not guilty of anything, and let Isolda be committed to gaol.— Assize Rolls. 
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But William de Denum, on behalf of the King, says that the Bishop cannot have the mint by that title, for Stephen in- 
truded himself into the kingdom. 

After the jurors have sworn that the Bishop is entitled to all the liberties he claims, the Judge declares that " the Bishop 
has all the liberties above claimed except the liberty of having a mint. And as to the liberty of having a mint, this is for 
judgment."}: 

Most of these prerogatives of the Bishops lasted as long as their connection with Newark. Twice 
a year for centuries the people were " viewed," every man being responsible for the good behaviour 
of a number of his neighbours. Each boy of twelve had to swear that he would keep the peace, and 
that he would conceal nothing that might concern the peace. The following letter from Anthony 
Forster, the last Bishop's bailiff, proves that there was little or no change in the lord's " exercise through 
his bailiff of the things which pertain to the office of a bailiff " from the time of Edward III. to that of 
Henry VIII. :— 

To the right worshipfuU Sir Richard Sakvyle, knight, chauncelor of the Augmentation Court. 

Sheweth and informeth your good Mastership Anthony Forster, the King's Highness's bailiff of the town and half-wapentake 
of Newark, that whereas the laite Reverend faither in God, John Longland, laite Bysshope of Lincoln, and his predecessours, 
being seised of the manor and half-wapentake of Newark, now come to the possession of our lord King Edward the sext, 
were used to have a baylyf to hold pleas of replevine and firesheforce and leite towe tymes by yere of all persones resiaunt 
within the same half-wapentake (free burgesses of the towne of Newarke only excepted), that is to wete one leite after the 
feast of saint Micliell tharchaungell, and another after the feast of Easter, and the Assize of bread and aile, and sok, in- 
fangenthief, the goods of felons dampned and fugettyves wayf and straye, without any interruption of any officer of our 
sovereign lord the King, and have by their bailifEes served all processes within the said half-wapentake, which doth extend 
through Northclifton, Southchfton, Brodholme, Spaldford, Balderton, Barnby, Staunton, Kylvington, fdaubrugh, Alverton, 
Shelton, Sibthorpe, EUeston, Syreston, Cotham, Stoke, Thorpe, Hawton, Farndon, and Northgait. And John Longland, 
laite bysshope of Lincoln, about 20 years past, by a deed confirmed by the Dean and Chapter of Lincoln, did grant to the 
said Anthony Forster the said ofiSce of the baylyfweik of the said town and half-wapentake of Newark, with all profittes 
during his Ufe, with a yearly fee of 40s., whereof he was lawfully seased for 20 years, and hath yearly accounted for the 
receipts of the said office so yt is right worshupfuU maisters that one Sir Anthony Nevyll, knight, sheryf of the said county 
of Nottingham, geveth greate wordes and threttes to molest and truble the said Anthony Forster, the King's Majesty's bailiff 
within the said liberty and half-wapentake, and not only makes his bailiff's servants to serve all manner of processes withip 
the Uberty, but also takes out of it waifs, strays, and felons' goodes, contrary to the auncyent customes, Uberties, and privi- 
leges within the said half-wapentake, lawfully used time out of memory, in consideration whereof, may it please your mas- 
tershippes to direct a supersedeas to the said sheryf, commanding him by the same that he shall no further meddle within 
the said manor and half-wapentake to serve any process or take any wayffes, straies, &c. 

We get a further insight into manorial customs in the actions brought against Anthony Forster. 
One Alice Smyth sent the following complaint to King Henry VIII. : — 

To the Kyng ower Sovereign lorde. In humble wyse complajrneth and shewyth to your heighnes your poure subiecte, Alice 
Smyth, late the wyfE of Henry Smyth, deceassed. That wher your sayd oratrice and the said Henry Smyth, her late hus- 
band, was in god's peace and yours, one Willm. Parke and Rauffe Andrew, by the unlawfuU procurement of Anthony fforster, 
gentelman, the 28th day of September, the 34th year of your most Royale Reign, at Bolthorton, Notts., riotously and with 
force of armes, with sward and byll, entred into the house of the sayd Henry Smyth and your said oratrice att Bolthorton, 
and there made assaute upon the sayd Henry Smyth, who encontinentUe after sekenyd and dyed. And also your said orator 
then beyng greate with chylde was put in such extreme dread that she was in greate juperdie of death. And they took the goods 
of the sayd Henry Smyth, her late husband, and the same yet retayne against all Right and Conscience, all which Riott 
standyth unponysshed, to the great comfort of all other Uke offenders, and is veri Uke to contenue ffor so myche as your 
sayd oratrice is in extreme povertie and nede ; And the said Riotous persones are of good Substance and greatlie and un- 
lawfulUe supported in ther said unlawfuU acte by the sayd Antony ffoster and other, so that your sayd oratrice is not able 
to have any remedie by the common law. 

J Placito de quo warranto, 661-662. 
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Anthony Forster's reply supplies further details respecting the customs of the manor : — 

Anthony Foster and Wm. Parke say that the Ryghte Reverent father in god, John byschope of Lincoln was seased of the 
manor of Newarke, within which manor he and his predecessors time out of mind have had leets and lawdaies, one yerely 
in the month after Easter and the other after the feast of St. Michael the archangel, and also a three weeks court commonly 
called the halmote Court, in which the Lord's homage and jury of the manor have presented amongst other things by their 
oath and verdict before the steward or his deputy in the said halmote court all manner of trespasses done by any person 
with their beasts in the sown fields, and afterwards it hath been used the amercements to be levied sometimes by the whole 
jury and sometimes by four or six ferours elected and sworn thereto. And inasmuch as Smythe was a common trespasser 
with his beasts in the cornfields, it was presented by the homage of the said lord and by the verdict of 12 men lawfully 
swome at a halmote court holden within the sayd manor in a place called the mote-hall, then holden, the 6th day of Sep- 
tember, the 33rd yere of the Reygne of our soveraygne lord kyng Henry the Vlllth, before the stuard and deputye ther for 
the tyme being that the said Thomas Smythe had mayd trespasse with hys bastes and cattell in the corne teldes and seveial 
feldes within the sayd manor for the whyche the sayd Thomas was amerced by the sayd homage and the amercyament 
afferyd lawfully bv the sayd homage to the sum of I2d., and forasmuch as the said byshope and his predecessours tor such 
manor off amercyamentes have used to dystreyn by his balye or hys deputye or the graffe of every townshype within the 
sayd maner for the tyme being offycer within the sayd maner or by ony other hys servauntes for the same amercyamentes 
in ony land or place within the said maner for the whyche the said William Parke and Rauff Andrewe, William Parke beyng 
then graft of the sayd towne, whyche graft usyth to gather the amercyamentes and rents, and to dystren for the same yf 
they be noi paid, and for that the said Thomas wold not pay the said amercement of I2d. the said Wylliam Parke and 
Rauf Andrewe came into the house of the said Thomas Smythe at Codyngton, within the said maner, being parcel of the 
same, and ther peasably and quyetly tooke and dystreyned 2 pewter dyschez to the value 01 I2d., as lawful was for them 
to doo, without that they assauted the said Henry Smythe and hym put in suche extreme fere and drede of deth that he 
incontinent after sykened and dyed, &c., &c. (detailed denial of all the charges). 

' Alice Smythe replied that her house is m the manor of Bussy and not of Newark, and that the lord of the said manor 

has his Court Leets and Courts Baron, and that the bailiff of Newark cannot lawfully distrain for trespasses within the 
manor of Newark unless the lord of Bussy's bailiff fail to do so. The lord is Sir John Aleyn. His court called the Court 
Baron is held from 3 weeks to 3 weeks, and he has two letes and lawdaies in the yere, so that the said distraint was tor- 
tuous and wrong. — Star Chamber Proceedings, Henry VIII., bdl. xix.. No. 232. 

Another action arose in the time of Queen Mary, on the complaint of John Molineaux, of Thorpe, 
that certain riotous persons " not having the fear of God before their eyes, but minding of their un- 
godly and wicked minds, with swords, bucklers, hand guns, daggers, long pyked staves, bows and arrows, 
■did by commandment of Anthony Forster assemble at Thorpe, break down the pound, wherein th"^ com- 
plainant had lawfully impounded a certain beast, shot their arrows and discharged their guns, and with 
force carried away the said beast." Anthony Forster in his reply said that Thorpe was in 
the half wapentake over which the manorial jurisdiction extended, and that he (Forster), as steward of 
the courts of the said lordship, manor, and half wapentake, did in accordance with the custom make 
■" replevyn"* for deliverance of the beast, which " replevyn" being shown to John Molineaux, he treated 
it with contempt, and aided by a company of evil disposed persons to the number of thirty, would not 
■suffer the beast to be delivered. He (Forster) thereupon commanded certain of his servants to turn 
the cattle out of the pound, which they did, whereupon " the said beasts came again unto their owners. "f 

Another dispute in Queen Elizabeth's time was between Sir Francis Leeke, Knight, complainant, 
and Wilham Parker, defendant. The complaint set out that one Richard Moke was seized in his demesne 
by copy of Court Roll, according to the custom of the manor of Newark, of an acre of land in Tolney 
in Famdon. Moke at the Court holden at Newark did surrender the said premises in open court into 
the Queen's hands to the use of the complainant, but defendant Parker, being steward, would not admit 
complainant to the land, answering " that tenants could only demise and let entirely, without dividing 

* Redemption by giving surety. f Star Chamber Proceedings, PhiUp and Mary, bdl. i. No. 32. 
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or dismembering their tenements, because the said acre was but the crop of a meadow belonging to one 
messuage and two oxgangs." A commission was issued to take evidence, and judgment was given in 
tavour of the complainant, showing that even the Queen herself had to submit to the judgment of the 
Judges, to conform to the custom of the manor of Newark.J 

[translation.] 

Hallmote Court of the lady Queen, held at 
Newark, on the second day of December, 
the 2ist year of Queen Elizabeth. 
South Clifton, the frankpledge there (ex 
cused) does not come. Gretton, the frankpledge 
there comes, and the jurors present that all 
things are well. Beisthorpe, the frankpledge 
there (excused) does not come. Southscarle, 
the frankpledge there comes and presents 
nothing. Winthorpe, the frankpledge there 
comes and presents nothing. Coddington, 
the frankpledge there comes and presents all 
things well. Balderton, the frankpledge there 
comes and the jurors say that they have nothing 
to present. Farndon," the frankpledge there 
comes, and the jurors present that all things 
are well. Northgate, Thomas Ireland, one of 
the frankpledges there, comes, and the jurors 
present that William Sparrowe, the other frank- 
pledge there, has not come, and the jifrors sav 
well. 

To this Court came Leonard Fotet in his 
proper person, and surrendered into the hands 
of the lady Queen a toft and common pasture 
for one cow, with appurtenances, in Gretton, 
for the service and use of Richard Cracknell, 
his heirs and assignees, for ever. And upon 
this public proclamation was made in the same 
court and in two other hallemote courts next 
following, if anyone should wish to come to 
claim the aforesaid toft and common pasture 
for a cow, with appurtenances, he should come 
and be heard. And because the third proc- 
lamation thereof having been exacted, no one 
came to claim the premisses, therefore the said 
Richard Cracknell came and took from the 
said lady Queen the said croft and. common 
pasture for one cow, with appurtenances, to 
whom the lady Queen, by her Steward, granted 
seisin of it, to Have to himself, his heirs and 
assignees, for ever, according to the customs 
of the manor, for rent and services, &c. Where- 
for he did fealty and a fine for entry xiid. And 
he was admitted Tenant of it. 

Court of hallmote of the Lady Queen, held at 
Newark, the 23rd day of December, the 
2 1st year. 

South Clifton, Gretton — the frankpledges 
there do not come, and are each of them in 
mercy, iid. — iiiid. Beisthorpe, the frank-pledge 
there comes, and the jurors present that all 
things are well. Southscarle, the frankpledge 
there, Richard Johnson, excused. Winthorpe, Thomas Horner, one of the frankpledges, comes and asks that John Robinson, 
the other frankpledge there, may be excused. Coddington, the frankpledge there does not come, therefore in mercy iid. 
Balderton, the frankpledge there comes and presents nothing. Farndon, Edmund Greaves and Robert Arnold, two frank- 
pledges there, come, and the jurors present that John Oliver, the third frankpledge there, has died since the last court. 
Northgate, the frankpledge there comes, and the jurors present that all things are well. 

To this Court Henry FuUwood comes, and seeks to be admitted to a messuage and half a bovate of land, with appur- 
tenances, in Winthorpe, which came to the lady Queen by reason of the death of Joseph FuUwood, his kinsman, to whom 
the lady Queen, by her Steward, in consideration of a fine of shillings of lawful money of England, paid by the said 

Henry, granted to the said Henry FuUwood the said messuage and bovate of land, &c., to Hold to himself, his heirs and 
assigneees, for ever. 




A PAGE FROM THE NEWARK COURT ROLLS. 
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The only exceptional manorial custom here was that known as Borough English, by which 
the youngest son inherited instead of the elder. Mr. Elton, in his " Origins of History," finds this cus- 
tom of the right of the youngest son most prevalent in the south-east counties. In Wales the succession 
of the youngest was deeply ingrained in the habits of the people. Mr. Seebohm says of this curious 
survival that it forms a possible link between the Welsh, English, and Continental systems of settlement 
in tribal households. On June i8th, 1607, one Wm. Pockhngton, of South Scarle, yeoman, deposed 
in an action between Robert and Joan Atterbye and Edward Burch that " the customary lands of 
Newark are, if the owner in his lifetime do nothing to the contrary, descendable to the youngest son, 
and for want of such issue to his youngest daughter." William Brewer and Henry Cook, of Winthorp, 
husbandmen, and Thomas Crosby, of Coddington, labourer, gave similar testimony. The same custom 
prevailed on the Bishop's manor of Stow, with the difference that in default of sons the land was to be 
divided among all the daughters. Here is a Newark case which mentions this " custume of Borough 
Englisshe :" — 

1558-1579. — Reignold Spaforthe, of london, ffishemonger, Sheweth that whereas one John Spaforthe, late of Wynthorppe, 
Notts., husbandman, decessed, was seased according to the custom of the manor of Newarke of three meeses and 3 oxganges 
of land, medow and pasture, in V\fynthorpe, after his death the premisses descended to your orator as youngest Sonne of the 
said John Spaforthe, according to the cuetom of the said manor, and accordynge to the custume of Borough Englisshe, your 
orator then being a poore infaunt of vii. yeres, &c., &c. 

Wm. Spafforthe answered that John Spafforthe was seised of the premisses according to the custome of the manor of 
Newarke, and being so seased did become felo de se abought xviii. years ago, and wilfullie drowned hym self, after whose 
death, by an Inquisition taken at Wynthorpe, upon the vew of the bodie of the said John before the crowner, it was found 
by verdet of xii. trew and lawfull men that the said John wilfullie drowned hym self in a well at Winthorpe aforesaid, by 
reason whereof one Nicholas Stors, deputie for the almnour of the late king of ffamous memorie, king Henrye the VIII., 
seased the goodes of the said John, and sould them to the said defendant, as by his acquitauns ready to be shewed more 
at lardge doth and may appear, after which at a hallamot courte and lete of the same bisshope of Lincoln, houlden at 
Newarke, the 14th daye of Aprile, in the xxvi. yeare of Henrye VIII., the homage of the said courte ther being swome, 
did present upon ther othes that the said John Spafforthe held of the said late bisshope the said lands and tenementes the 
day of the said felony, and that he did wilfulhe and feloniously drown himself, and that by the custom of the manor of 
Newark the said lands, &c., were forfaite unto the handes of the late bisshop, who caused them to be seased into his hands 
after which one Elizabeth Spafforthe, late wiff of John and the said defendant, made earnest sute and petition to the said 
late bisshope for obta5ming of the premysses for some reasonable fyne, whereupon he, being well mynded towardes the de- 
fendaunt and EUzabeth, as well for that the said Elizabeth, being wif to the said John, ought to be preferred, and defendant 
oiferrin" a reasonable recompense in the first yere of Edw. VI., did graunt the said premysses by one Anthonie foster, then 
officer and clarke of the said court, to the said Elizabeth and the paid defendant. — Chancery Processes, Ser. 2, bdl. 163, No. 11. 

In Newark the burgesses, like those in other towns, held their lands and tenements on condition of 
attending the lord's court and making certain money payments. Not only were there burgesses in 
Anglo-Saxon days, but they had their own court or Burghmanmote at the Moot Hall. In the time of 
Henry VI. the tenants of certain oxgangs were excused from coming to the common Hall Moots, but 
must come to the two great Hall Moots at Easter and Michaelmas. The Bishop, as we have seen, 
claimed — and his claim was allowed — that from time immemorial he had had the right to hold a court 
in Newark called " Burghmanmote" — the moot or court of the burgh. The Great Court of the borough 
was its lineal descendant. The nature of the business transacted at these courts* throws much light 
on the details of life at Newark at the dates for which they have been preserved. We print here the 
records of some of these courts for the time of Henry VIII., when Newark was still the Bishop's pro- 
perty : — 

* All records of the manorial and borough courts held by the Bishops prior to the time of Henry VIII. have perished. The 
Court Rolls at the Record Office begin with the Hallmoot, Borough and Market Courts, 27-29 Henry VIII. There are 
many record.'- of the Hallmoot Courts from this date until 1687. 
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View of frankpledge with great Court of Hallmote of the Reverend father and lord in Christ, the lord John bv the grace of God 
bishop of Lincoln, held there the eleventh day of October, the twenty seventh year of King Henry VIII. Juron—WiMm. 
Jackes of Besthorpe. Willm. Greffes of ffarneton, Robt. Bundye of the same. Rich. Tyxton, WiUm. Colette of Gvrton, 
Ric. Hoker of Southclyfton, John Cropper of the same, Thomas of Skerle, John Parker of Northegate, Willm. 
Smyth of the same, Robt. Coke of the same, Regnald Crosse of Wynthorpe, Laur Byrche of Coddyngton, John Wylson 
of the same. 

The jurors say on their oath . . that Henry Jakson, of Northgate, made an assault on WiUiam Bulmer and drew blood, 
and that Wilham Smyth, servant of Richard Bevercotes, broke into the park of Northgate. Therefore he is in the lord's mercy. 

To this court came Katherine Marshall, widow, and Thomas Marshall, her son, and surrendered into the hand of the lord 
three cottages, a garden, and a stable, in Northgate, to the use of John Walker, his heirs and assignees. And upon this the 
aforesaid John came into the same court and took from the lord the aforesaid cottages, garden, and stable, lying and situated on 
the east side of the street, to be held by him, his heirs and assignee?, according to the customs of the manor for ever, for a rent of 
two shilUngs and sixpence per annum, at the terms there usual and the other services heretofore due and customary, and three 
proclamations having been made in three separate courts, and no one putting in a claim, he did fealty, and was admitted tenant 
thereof. And he gives 2s. 6d. to the lord as a fine for leave to enter thereon. 

J. Overe, baihff. 
Newerk. View of frankpledge. Great Court of Hallmote, &c., &c. 28 Henry VIII., May i. 

WiUiam Philpot (Phyllepotte), of Newark, has two selions of the lord's land enclosed within his close, therefore [it is to be 
enquired into ?] Item, they say that Margaret, wife of Laurence Lytleburgh, is daughter and next heir of Thomas Fresby, for- 
merly of Newark, deceased, to all those lands and tenements which the aforesaid Thomas held by copyhold in Balderton and 
Cotham, because a certain Thomas Fresby, his brother, died without issue. 

28 Henry VIII., Dec. 14. — Northegate . . presents that they have two sheep called hogges coming as estrays.|| whch 
were there from the feast of the conception of the blessed Mary last past, and are in custody of the shepherd Robert Jenkynson. 
To this court comes Roger Pryde, of Benyngton, with neighbours worthy of credit, and claims two ewes with two lambs pre- 
sented as estrays, at the court of hallmote there held the eighth day of June last. Therefore they are delivered to him. 

View of frankpledge. Great Court of the Wapent.^ke of the Reverend father and lord in Christ, the lord John, by the grace of 
God bishop of Lincoln, held there the 12th day of October, the 27th year of King Henry the eighth, defender of the faith, 
and in earth supreme head of the Church of England. § 

. . . they say on oath that Thomas Burgh, knight, lord Burgh, Willm. Meryng (vid.), knight, John Markeham, knight, 
Thomas Wentworth, knight (vid.), John Chaworth, knight, the dean and chapter of the Cathedral Church of Lincoln (vid.), the 
Abbot of Peterborough (vid.), the prior of Thurgarton (vid.), the prior of St. Katherine (vid.), the prioress of Brodeholm, John 
Bassett, esq. (iiiid.), Hugh Willoughby, esq. (iiiid.), Robt. Moleneux, esq. (iiiid.), Geo. Perpoynt, esq. (iiiid.), Andrew Barton, 
esq. (iiiid.), francis Meryng, esq., the prior of Haverholm (vid.), Robt. Nevyll, esq. (iiiid.), Thomas Leek, gent (iiiid.), are free 
holders, and owe to come. Therefore they are in mercy as beside their names. Roger Somersall (iiiid.), Alex. Hought (iid.), 
Hamo Sutton (iid.), Robt. Sutton (iiiid.), gent., for the same. 

Newerk. Great Court of the Borough there held in the feast of St. Thomas the Apostle, the 27th year of King Henry VIII. 

Great Inquisition : Jurors — Hugh Kelsterne, Jn. Ankeland, Nich. Tyxton, John Walker, Nich. Thomson, Wm. Ketchener, 
Hum. Wakefeld, Jn. Wyze, Bart. Ekyngton, Nich. Canyet, Hum. Cade, Robt. Grene ; who say upon their oath that the Prior of 
Mountgrace (vid.), the Prior of Thurgarton (vid.), the heirs of William Perpoynt (iiiid.), heirs of Anker Fretchevyle, the heirs of 
Wilham Mytton, the heirs of John Bodye (iid.), John Colby (iid.), Thomas Barton (iid.), Augustine Porter, the heirs of Henry 
Sutton (iiiid.), the heirs of Edward Cam, are free holders, and have made default. Therefore they are in the lord's mercy as 
beside their names. And they say further that Robert Jenkynson (xiid.) has styes for pigs to the nuisance of the street ; there- 
fore he is in the lord's mercy. Edward Seynton for the same (vid.), Robert Jakson (xiid.) for the same, Richard Lucas (xiid.) 
that he did not remove the mud from beside his messuage, John Syngleton (iid.) for the same, and that Andrew Jakson (xid.) 
encroached on the high road near Beaumond Butts, and John Bateson (vid.) did not cleanse the common sewer within his close, 
and that Robert Curson (xiid.) has a dung-heap in the common street, and that William Arnold (viiid.) has heaped up fuel in 
the street there, and Peter Kyrkett (iid.) for the same, and that John Fullwood (iiiid.) has another dungheap to the public nui- 
sance, Robert Cade (iid.) for the hke, Ric. Fulwood (iiiid.), Ric. Williamson (iid.) for the Uke, WiUiam Dossey for the like. Rich. 
Ketchen (iiiid.) for the Uke, George Goland (xiid.) for the Uke, WilUam Haryson (vid.) for the Uke, Robert James (vid.) for the 
like, Thomas Sherwod (xiid.) for the Uke, Richard Burton (iind.) for the Uke, Robert Chamberlen for the Uke, Robert Lyn (id.) 

II An estray (estrahura) was a stray animal of value, and was a perquisite of the Crown. It, however, usually granted the right to thsm to the lords of manors. 

§ Court Rolls. Pf. 196, No. 12. 
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and Thomas Eley (id.) for the hke, and that Thomas Chappeman (iid.) has fuel near his garden to the public nuisance. There- 
fore each of them is in ths lord's mercy as beside their names. And further they say that the wife of Robert Coke (vid.), the 
wife of George Goland, the wife of Richard Mason, the wife of Richard Shyres (iiiid.), the wife of John Corbryge (iiiid.), the wife 
of Thomas Hethcotte (vid.), the wife of Robert Jenkynson (vid.), the wife of Robert Robynson (iiiid.), the wife of George Pell 
(iiiid.), the wife of Henry Hopkynson (vid.), the wife of John Parkere (vid.), the wife of William Fisher (iiiid.), the wife of Richard 
Walker (iiiid.), the wife of Nicholas Canyett (iiiid.), the wife of Robert Smyth (iiiid.), the wife of William Whyte (iiiid.), the wife 
of Thomas Holett (iiid.), the wife of Robert Grene (vid.), the wife of Humphrey Cade (iiiid.), are brewers of ale and have broken 
the assize. Therefore they are each of them in the lord's mercy as beside their name?, &c. 

And the jurors above named say further that the wife of WilUam Bruse (iid.), the wife of John Blaktofte (iid.), the wife of 
John flfyxer (iid.), Matilda Skergell (iid.) widow, the wife of John Pyman (iid.), the wife of John Brewse (iid.), the wife of Wil- 
liam Baylyf (iid.), the wife of Robert Foliambe (iid.), the wife of Thomas Bukshawe, the wife of John Sprey, the wife of William 
Adcock (iid.), the wife of Robert Foucher (iid.), the wife of John Hardcastle (iid.), the wife of William Robenet (iid.), the wife 
of Richard Bramley (iid.), the wife of Henry Orton (iid.), the wife of Thomas Byrley, are retailers and sellers of ale contrary to 
the assize. Therefore they are each of them in mercy as beside their names. 

Borough Court, held at Newark, the xi. day of December, the 27th year of the reign of King Henry VIII., &c. 

The halfpenny white loaf of Robert Coke (iiiid.) is deficient in weight by 40 pence. And the halfpenny white loaf of Bertha 
Ekyngton is similarly deficient. And the halfpenny white loaf of John Newton (iiiid.) similarly deficient in weight. And the penny 
loaf of all grains of Augustine Goldyngton (iis.) is deficient in weight 20 shillings. Therefore they are in mercy as against their 
names. 

View of Frankpledge, with Great Borough Court of the lady Elizabeth, by the grace of God Queen of England, ffrance, and Ire- 
land, defender of the faith, &c., held at Newark on the feast of St. Thomas the Apostle, in the twenty-first year of the 
reign of the said lady Queen. 

Common fines — From a certain fine of the whole township of Newark by ancient usage xxvis. viiid. 

xxxvis. viiid. From a certain fine of the butchers vs. 

From a certain fine of the fishers vs. 

Great Inquisition. 

The jurors say upon their oath that Francis Leake, kt., tenant of the lands lately of John . . (vid.), kt., Mark Sutton 
(iiiid.) gentleman, master of the hospital of St. Leonard (iiiid.), John Neville, (iiiid.), esq., &c., &c. 

The jurors aforesaid present upon their oath that John Osell (xiid.) has a dung-heap lying beside the barn of John Maple, 
to the nuisance, &c. ; therefore he is in mercy. And that Christopher Storrs (xiid.) has committed a like default in Bambygate, 
therefore, &c. And that Robert Bonnet (xiid.) and John Maples had a like default in Coddington lane ; therefore both of them 
are in mercy. And that John Osell (vid.) has dirt called " filthe" lying beside the swine-cote in Coddington lane ; therefore both 
of them, &c. And that John Parishe (iiiid.) has a dung-heap in tho " gaylelane," to the nuisance, &c. ; therefore, &c. And they 
present that George Alexander did not place his pigs before the common swineherd ; therefore, &c. And that Clara Tomson 
(xiid.) made a like default ; therefore, &c.' [A number of similar presentments follow.] And that the said Humphrey Edwardes 
did not clean about his door as the other neighbours did ; therefore, &c. And that George Tixen (vid.) did not remove the chaff 
of his bin " called chaffe of his malte," lying about his door, &c. And that Robert Good (xiid.) did not stir up with his dogs 
called beated his bull, according to the statute, &c. ; therefore, &c.' And that the wife of John Pariche (iiiid.) bought butter 
and eggs contrary to the order placed in the court ; therefore, &c. And that Thomas Winne (xiid.) was a nuisance to Thomas 
Barley, his neighbour, with his pigs, therefore, &c. ; that Christopher Storrs (iiiid.) has lathes (?) in the market-place to a nui- 
sance, &c. ; therefore, &c. And that Edw. Browne (iiiid.), John Wright (iiiid.), John Trentman (iiiid.), and Oliver Bellamye 
(iiiid.) made a like default ; therefore, &c. And that Robt. Willorbbye (xiid.) has used his hat on Sunday, viz., the second day 
of August, against the form of the statute,* &c. ; therefore, &c. And that Henry fHower (xiid.), Thomas Thorpe, Robt. Brig- 
nale, son of John Brignale, Wm. Tayler (vid.), George Alexander (xiid.), and Stephen Pye (xiid.) have made a like default ; there, 
fore, &c. [There are other similar presentments.] Sum total of this Court, vil. viiis. vid. — Court Rolls pf. 196, No. 17. 

View of Frankpledge, with the Great Borough Court of the lady EUzabeth, &c. [We select only a few of the presentments at 
this court.] 
The jurors present Simon Marshall and other neighbours at Beaumond Cross for the lack of a covering to the well, xiid. ; 

wife S arie has placed " soUd flekes " in the market-place to the nuisance of the neighbours, iis. vid.; Wm. Smith 

and his mother, because they usurped and encroached on the common way . . by placing ■' aras called solid flekes" in the 

* Manv Courtleets fined every butcher who killed a bullock without previously baiting it. To bait was to worry the poor brute with bull dogs. It was supposed 

to render the meat tender. 

1 In the 13th year of Elizabeth, owing to " the Evils arising from the Decay of the Trade of Capmaking by the Disuse of Caps," every person not a lady or 

ge-ileman, " shall on Sundays wear on their heads a cap of wool, made in England by the Cappers," or pay 3s 4d. a day. 
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market-place, iiis. iiiid. ; Peter Bell, because he did not remove the mud before his door in Appletongate, vid. ; Wm. . . eri- 
son, because he sold wine called gasconi wine for xxd. . . against the form of the statute ; Thomas Lummas, because he dug 
apitmCoddingtonlaneandBarnebygate,xiid. ; Richard Wells, because he keeps his pigs in the lane, at Beamond's Cross, iiiid. ; 
Henry Wait, because he has not a vesel called a bucket at his well, iiiid. ; . . . because he dug a pit by the River Trent, 
xud. ; wife Corbridge. because she did not clean before her door, iiid. ; Wm. Smith, because he did not clean at the gate [januane] 
in middlegate, vid. ; and the keeper and gardener of the Tanners hall for the like ; Rob. Good (iiiid.), Wm. Butcher (iiid.), Chris- 
topher Greves, Alex. Clarke, Richard Wels, Edw. Kelsterne, Jn. Kelsterne, Edm. Cresbroke, Rob. Simpson, Wm. Knight, Laur. 
Hall, John Osell, Abraham Seele [and many others], because they let their dogs out without '• mussels," to the nuisance of the 
neighbours, each of them, iiiid. ; one sheep seized for a stray. 
Borough Court. 

Wm. Bamebie came in his own person and yielded up into the hands of the said lady Queen all his right, &c., in a, shop 
situated on the western side of a certain shop in the tenure of Thomas Heringe, to the use of Richard Thexton, his heirs and 
assignees ; he made a fine of 6d. 

Court " Tolcester" of brewers, alehouse-keepers, and hucksters of the town of Newark, held there on the Monday next after the 
feast of the blessed Mary Magdalene, in the 19th year of the said lady Queen. 
Robert Simpson, because his wife is a common brewer and sells ale contrary to the assize, xiid. ; Gabriell Close, Walter Ward, 
Robert Kitchin, Reginald Egborowe, Thomas Bait, Matthew Chapman, Roland Kingston, John Osell, Thomas West, Margaret 
Corbridge, Margaret Hareson, Edw. Wilson, Jas. Mitton, Stephen Pie, John Grene, John Forster, all xiid. ; Nicholas Godderd, 
because his wife is a common alehouse-keeper and sells ale with unsigned vessels ; Widow Swallowe, Simon Marshall, Thomas 
Coke, Wm. Butcher, John Forster, for the same, all iiiid. ; John Houghton, widow, because she is a common brewer and sells 
salt, candles, and provisions contrary to the assize, iiiid. ; Milo Wilson, Thos. Read, Wm. Madox, wife Plattes, Rob. Wied, iiid.§ 

Northegate. — The Frankpledge comes to Newarke, and the jurors present the aforesaid John, because he struck a blow upon 
the pinder in the execution of his office, is in mercy, iis. iiiid. ; Edward Ridge, because he tied up his cattle contrary to the order, 
xiid. ; Edward, Cutlar for the like ; Hugh Simpson, because he put cows in " sandpittes" and in other enclosures, xiid. ; Wm. 
TaUor, because he kept pigs in sown fields, xiid. ; Thomas Cockes, because he tied up his horses on other people's land, vis. viiid. ; 
Wm. Newton, because he kept his pigs on the stubbles, xiid. And they present John Brockbancke, of Northgate, because he 
threw his manure in the common street to the nuisance of the neighbours, therefore he is in mercy, iis. vid. And they present 
the aforesaid John Brockbancke because he incroached on and enclosed the waste of the lord the King beside the River of Trent, 
to the grave injury of his neighbours, therefore he is in mercy, xxxs. And they present John Pallet because he broke the common 
park and took outside 5 oxen, therefore he is in mercy, iiis. iiiid. 

A manor was, therefore, in early times, a very important unit. It was not a matter of indifference, 
as now, whether you lived inside or outside the jurisdiction of the manor of Newark. It might make 
all the difference between your being hung at twenty or living till seventy. Newark for many centuries 
resembled all other manors in being cultivated by villeins, who paid their rent wholly or in part in labour 
on their lord's demesne. Their holdings and those of their lord were alike strips of land scattered over 
the open fields. " These strips were each the length of a furrow, and hence called furlongs. For the 
purpose of drainage, the plough was used to turn up the soil in such a way as to form those waves or 
ridges called lands of one rod in width, which are most familiar to modern eyes in the pastures which 
once were arable. Four of these lands or strips of a furrow's length made an acre."t While fallow after 
the crop was gathered the open fields were subject to common rights of pasture. The sheep of the whole 
township wandered and pastured all over the strips and balks of its fields, while the cows of the town- 
ship were daily driven by the common herdman to the green commons, or after Lammas Day, after 
the hay crop of the owners was secured, to the Lammas Meadows. f We have many references to these 
open fields in documents of the Middle Ages. We read of the fields and meadows of Northgate, the 
fields of Balderton, the fields, commons, and territories of Farndon, a selion of pasture in the fields of 
Newark, &c. The field names of Farndon in Charles II. 's time show how the land was once divided 

§ This surrender pointed back to the time when all the copyhold land in the manor was the property of the lord and held 

at his will, 
f Recordsof the Borough of Leicester, I., xi. J Seebohm's Village Community, p. 13. 
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into strips : Brock furlong, North furlong, Bowie furlong. Street furlong. Dike furlong, Edward 
Smith is accused of tethering oxen in the sown fields of North Clifton, which shows that they must have 
been the property of the village community. On August 8th, 1459, Thomas Wakefelde, of Newark, 
Esquire, granted to John Spelsbe, lytster, and Richard Rothewell, baker, a messuage and a burgage 
and two acres of land and meadow in Newark and its fields," of which the burgage lies in Mylnegate, 
one messuage in Potterdyke, one acre in le clyff, and the other in Honay.* In 1504, Thomas Cressy, 
citizen, of London, sold to Thomas and John Phillipot, draper, all his lands, &c., in the towns and fields 
of Newark and Northgate, near Newark. In 1603, " the sheep of Mr. North were in the daye time kept 
in the common fields and moors, and in the night time in his several pastures." A little later, Robert 
Wilde, of Newark, tanner, did demise to one Thomas Tolley, late of Newark, one oxgang of land within 
the feeld of Newarke, and also certain beaste gates in the common pasture called Barbor closes and 
Sandpittes, unto the said oxgang belonging ; rent 40s. ]| The following entries further elucidate the 
open field system, and show how properties were divided : — 

Ambrose Clarke holds in the right of Margery, his wife, by copy of court roll, dated October 21st, the fourth year of King 
James (I.), two messuages, four oxgangs of arable land, and certain lands lately William Marshall's and Thomas Marshall's, 
and Marshalls' from ancient times, namely — 

A dwelling house, vi. spaces, a barn, 3 spaces, another barn, 2 spaces, a stable, an orchard, a garden, a curtilage, another 
messuage, three spaces in the tenure of John Bennitt, lately Hill's, with a curtilage containing by estimation one rood, four 
oxgangs of arable land and meadow lying in the field of Newark called Noregate-field, namely — 

Arable lands in the north field, containing xviii. acres. 

Arable lands in the south field, v. acres. 

Arable lands in the east field, ix. acres. 

Meadow lying in the meadow of Newark, 4 acres. 

Enclosed pasture lying in Barber Close, 4 acres. 

Pasture for four cows in Cowpaster. 

Pasture for four cows in Sandpitts. 

Common for So sheep in all the fields of Newarke. 

To hold to himself for the term of the Ufe of the said Margery, to remain to John Marshall and his heirs male of his body, 
and for default of such to remain to the Alderman and assistants of Newark under certain conditions. Paying per 
annum ix. shillings. Fine 20s. Annual value, ^3 los. od. 

Robert Horner holds by copy of court roll, dated Dec. 3rd, the 26th year of Queen Elizabeth, a messuage and two oxgangs 

of land and meadow lying in Northgate, lately John Horner's, and before Thomas Daux's (?), namely — 
A dweUing house, 3 spaces, a barn, 3 spaces, an oxhouse, a hayhouse, and curtilage, containing 2 roods. 
Two oxgangs of arable land and meadow lying in the common fields, namely — 
In the north field, containing 4 acres. 
In the east field, 4 acres. 
In the south field, 14 acres. 

Meadow lying in the meadow of Newark called Noregate, 2 acres. 
Pasture lying in Barber Close, 4 acres. 
Pasture for two cows in the Cowpaster. 
Pasture for two cows in Sanpitts. 
Common pasture for 40 sheep and a cow and horse. 

To hold to himself and his heirs for ever per annum for a rent of iis. lod. ; fine los. Annual letting value, £7 los. od. 
Leveret Jenison, clerk, by copy admitted by surrender of Christopher Jennison, his father, to the lord, a messuage and cer 
tain lands lately Smith's, namely — 

A dwelling house, 2 spaces, in the tenure of Whitehed. 

Another house in the tenure of Robert Whitehed, lying in hell end, containing 2 roods. 

Arable land lying in the field of Northgate, containing 2 acres 2 roods. 

* Corporation Deeis. II Chancery Proceedings, James I., W. xxvi., No. 29. 
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Arable land in 2 selions (furrows), in Beaconhill, containing 2 acres 7 roods. 
Arable land in a selion lying in Hearing close, containing one acre. 
Arable land in ffreyer furlong, containing 2 acres 2 roods. 

To hold to him and his heirs for ever, paying per annum 11 shillings ; letting value per annum, £■}, los. od., besides de- 
ductions. 

Other entries of a like nature might be quoted.* 

In Edward IV.'s time, Henry Askham, late of Newark, meekly besought the Lord Chancellor to 
see justice done him against Thomas Wynterton, who, " against all feith, trouth, and conscience," 
refused to give up to Henry's mother, Maud, " a mese lying in Baldertongate of Newerk, and two acres 
three rodes and an half of medewe lying in diverse places in a medewe called Kellum, nigh to Newerk. "f 
In 1714, the children of \\m. BuUer complained against Sir Matthew Jenison that in 1694, he sold unto 
Richard Bradford " all that capital messuage or mansion house called the ffryars in Appletongate," 
and a number of other messuages, and also 45 acres of meadow lying in Newark meadow, and 60 acres 
of pasture in the barber closes, belonging to 54 oxgangs of freehold arable land lying dispersedly in the 
common fields of Newark, and 54 gates or common for 54 cows in a place called the pits and cow pasture, 
in the pasture of Newark, and two closes there called railed close and Woyden close, and freehold land 
in a place called the visit closes, in the parish of Newark, of about 8 acres. 

These " open fields," which had been cultivated in much the same way ever since the first Anglian 
settlers first began to plough and sow beside their " new wark," were finally turned into mere ordinary 
fields in the year 1800, when the following Act of Parliament was passed : — 

Whereas the several open Fields, Meadows, and Waste Lands within the parish of Newark-upon-Trent, contain about 400 
acres. 

And whereas the King's Most Excellent Majesty, in Right of his Crown, is Lord of the Manor of Newark ; and the Most 
Noble Henry Pelham, Duke of Newcastle, is Lessee thereof. And whereas Sir Jenison William Gordon, Baronet, is Lord of the 
Manor of Northgate, in the said parish of Newark-upon-Trent. And whereas the said Henry Pelham, Duke of Newcastle, in his 
own right and as Lessee of His said Majesty for years, and the Right Honorable Henry Lord Middleton, the said Sir Jenison 
William Gordon, and others, are owners of and interested in the said open fields, meadows, and waste lands. 

And whereas Sir J. W. Gordon and also Wm. Greaves, Esq., as Lessee for Lives of the Prebend of Stoke, founded in the 
Cathedral Church of Lincoln, in trust for Lieut. General Sir William Fawcett and Dame Charlotta, his wife, are owners of the 
great and Rectorial Tithes, and the Rev. Davis Pennell, clerk, as vicar of the said parish of Newark, is entitled to all the vica- 
rial tithes arising within the said Open Fields, Meadows, and Waste Lands. 

And whereas the Lands in the said open fields and meadows lie intermixed and dispersed, and in their present situation are 
incapable of any considerable improvement, and it will be of advantage to the several Owners and Proprietors if the said open 
fields and meadows and also the said waste lands are divided and enclosed. 
May it therefore please your Majesty 

That it be enacted, and be it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in this present ParUament assembled, and by the authority of the same, that Chris- 
topher Morley, of Broughton, and WiUiam Gantley, of Bakewell, are hereby appointed Commissioners for dividing and inclosing 
the said Open Fields, Meadows, and Waste Lands, and for putting this Act into execution. 

The equivalent of one-twentieth part of all the waste lands within the manor and parish of Newark, 
except such as are within the Manor of Northgate, were allotted to His Majesty as Lord of the Manor. 
One twentieth part of the waste lands were allotted to Sir Jenison Wm. Gordon, as lord of the manor of 
Northgate. The remainder were divided between Henry Pelham, Duke of Newcastle, Henry Lord 

* Vide Augmentation Office Miscellaneous Books, Vol.. 381. f Eariy Chancery Proceedings, bdl. xxxii.. No. 325. 
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Middleton, Sir Jeiiison Wm. Gordon, and the other persons interested therein. Two-ninths of the 
Open Land called the Meadow were allotted to the Proprietors in the Open Fields, in satisfaction of 
their commonable interest in the same land. The Commissioners were to erect a sluice in the drain 
dividing the open meadows from Winthorpe, and to extend the bank next the Trent in Winthorpe for 
the protection of the open meadows from ordinary floods.* 

As we have shown in the first volume of this " History," toll-paying was one of the principal in- 
terests of life to Newarkers for many centuries. They frowned, grumbled, protested, paid. Those 
who attended the beast market, which was held in 1591 on Beast Market Hill, " where the Wednesday 
market is kept for cattle," were burdened with an incredible number of tolls, all farmed out to farmers 
who did their best to make them yield the maximum possible amount. In 1599, John Francklin, gentle- 
man, aged 33, who was fanner to the lady Isabell of the toll of the beast-market there, " ffyndeth the 
buyers and sellers of cattle agreyved by the payment of so many tolls, and that they wiU threaten to 
abstayne that market and use other markets. His tooll is not worth the half it hath been, and he hath 
heard that many passengers with cattle and packes refrayne Newark way, and he thincketh the toll is 
a hindraunce to the victuallers of the towne of Newark."! Another witness " has gone a perambula- 
tion about the beast market, but does not know what parish it is in. He hath heard that the farmers 
of the toll have taken toll of petty commodities brought to Newark, to be sold upon the market days. 
John Franklin says the beast market is a parcel of the said castle and demesnes thereof. " Divers 
auncient men sale that the said beast market is or hath bene the base or outer court of the said castle, 
and they have seen howses and buildings belonging to the said castle standing in the said base court 
now called the beast market ."§ 

In 1608, pedlars, even if willing to pay the tolls, were forbidden by the alderman and assistants 
to set up stalls for their wares upon the market days in Newark. At this time many of the traders 
" wrangled," refusing to pay stallage. " Some of the inhabitants allege as a reason why they should 
not pay the said pickage and stallage, saying, ' Why should we serve seven yeares apprentice, and then 
should not be free ?' " For thirty years past " the inhabitants of the said town of Newark had kept 
a man or servaunt from time to time to sweep and cleanse the said markett place." Such as brought 
corn to market " paid to the said servant a consideration for sweeping and clenseinge the said market 
place." Furthermore, " all the inhabitants of the same towne dwelling in the said market place doe 
pave before their doors from the wall to the channel." " On market days they set stalls before their 
owne doors on the pavement, and laid packes and wares there." 

When Richard Herring, of Newark, ironmonger, brought 200 quarters of Dansike rye to Newark 
last year, he had to pay toll for it, " albeit he sold it in the market at Newark at his owne howse there." 
On another occasion his " carriage" was " staled at the bare gate" until he had paid iiiid., which " Wid- 
dcw Hatchett claimed for passage tolle." The same Widdow Hatchett " did take as distresse a stricke 
of rye and better, and since Whitsondaye last a barre of iron, worth 5 shilHngs, for another distress." 
" The inhabitants of Northegate beneath the gate bridge have not used to paye any toll for their goods 
brought to the town of Newark, but the inhabitants of the street between the said bridge and the Barre 
gate have ever used to paie such tolls." The farmer of the tolls used to claim them for cattle brought 

* Private Acts, 40 Geo. III., Cap. 44. f Exchequer Depositions, 41-42 Eliz., Mich. 26, Notts. 

§ Exchequer Depositions, 6 James I., Michaelmas, No. 23-25. 
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from the other side of the Trent to the towne of Newarke, though the same have been sold in the market 
at Newark.* 

Nothing comes into being without a reason, bad or good. What was the origin of all these tolls ? 
Why were not people left to buy and sell as they chose ? " Every lord," said Parliament, " shall have 
it cried and published in his fair how long it shall last, to the intent that the merchants shall not be in 
the said fairs beyond the time thus pubHshed, on pain of being grievously punished by the King." Why 
this eagerness to restrict as much as possible this privilege of bujang and selling under the King's pro- 
tection ? The reason, no doubt, was that at one time there were so many robbers about that no one 
could trade without being robbed of his goods or money, unless he were under the King's protection. 
For this protection he paid tolls. In other words, he gave the King part of his gains that he might ab- 
stain from robbing him himself and prevent other people from doing so. In course of time, the King 
began to sell for money to lords of manors his exclusive right to protect and exploit traders, but only 
for certain days in the year. This royal protection was often much needed. One of the criminals who 
took refuge in the church of Newark confessed that he, with others, had robbed an unknown merchant 
who was on his way to the fair of Derby, and had received 40s. as his share of the spoil. Doubtless 
other robbers robbed unknown merchants on their way to the fairs of Newark. Anyway, Adam le 
ffoumer, of Newerk, clerk, was indicted by the jury of Newerk of being " a common beater (verberator) 
in fairs, markets, and elsewhere." He was acquitted thereof by the same jurors. " And behold he 
found Walter of Screveton, John of Kynalton, Nicholas Maulovel, and Richard Snow, as his sureties, 
that he should conduct himself well." 

The merchants who escaped robbers were grievously harassed by the toll-gatherers. In 1596, 
Robert Tube " knoweth that the farmers of Nottingham have taken double toll of Her Majesty's sub- 
jects that come to Newark at two ancient fairs there, held the one May 3rd, the other Mary Magdalene's 
day, and further saith that there are two other fairs there kept yearly." In 1600, " the fairs for cattle 
are kept in the usual market place for catteU and in Northegate, but for horses usually in the fallow 
feilde and a place called Potterdyke."t Every beast fold in the fair paid a toll of 2d., every pack-horse 
laden 2d., every cart or wayne loaded i6d. Nicholas Hopton gathered the toll for beasts, George The- 
keston and Andrew Hatchet for horses, Anthony Kirke, Thomas Wyn, and Robert Tub, the passage 
toU and the stallage and pickage. The same year it was commanded by the Alderman publicly in the 
hall that the inhabitants should pay no more toUs. Nine years later, a Newark yeoman stated that 
" some inhabitants still pay toU, others not." " He thinks they do not by the persuasion of the Alder- 
man and assistants, supposing they have a right to the said tolls." " The way the tolls are taken is 
contrary to the ancient custom and is a great impoverishment of the towns, and will be a great decay." 
Nine years earlier Ralph Bennet, the town clerk of Newark, gent., had said that " the Corporation has 
not enjoyed the benefit of some of the privileges contained in the charter." Edward Duke of Rutland 
levied the " towle" and kept the courts. In i6og, it seems to have made up its mind to receive the tolls 
itself, or to prevent any one else doing so. They were worth having— the through toll and the beast toll, 
and the week toll and the passage toll, and the horse toll and pickage and stallage. " The come toll 
goes to the gatherers thereof, as he thinketh, for making cleane the market place." " He that dresseth 
the market-place taketh some corn for dressing the same place." When Walter Warde, of Newarke, 

* Exchequer Depositions, 6 James I., Mich., No. 23-2,. 
t When Castle Hill would not hold the cattle, the cattle fair was held in Northgate, so far as the goate-bridge. 
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tanner, did gather " the tolles of the markets for the use of Anthony Foster, from 1549 to 1557= some 
of the inhabitants and freemen of the towne did pay for opening their shoppes on Sundayes in the morn- 
ing before service." He had never known of " forriners or strangers dwelling out of Newarke" being 
forbidden to " sett up stalks for their wares upon the market dayes" until the year 1604 or so. Nicholas 
Goddard, of Newark, aged 80, who had been a married man for 55 years in the town of Newark, knew 
in 1609 that for seven years past the Corporation had forbidden " some straungers or foreners, being 
wanderers dwelling out of towne, or not having been prentices according to the Statute, to sett up stalls 
for their wares upon the market dayes." (See the numerous " Exchequer Depositions " at the 
Public Record Office). 

In the year 1571, a lease was made to the alderman and 12 assistants of Newark for 21 years of 
the fcUowing " parcel of the manor of Newarke, formerly lands and possessions of the Bishop of Lin- 
coln exchanged, perquisites of courts within the Borough of Newarke and the market of the same Borough 
every year, viz., of butchers, fishers, and others of the same kind, with 26s. 8d. for a certain line of the 
said Borough, and moreover the fines of Brewers, Tipplers, and other like things within the Borough, 
and markets usual there falling due every year." William Harrison and others were " bound to the 
Lady the Queen by a bond remaining in the Treasury" to pay an annual rent to the Crown. 

In 1586, the following tenements were described as being " parcel of the possessions of the Bishopric 
of Lincoln, exchanged with the Lady the Queen." As a matter of fact, " the Lady the Queen" was 
Uttle more than a baby when the Bishop's manor of Newark was exchanged with her brother, but accu- 
racy was not a strong point with the lady's clerks : — 

Three tenements in the market place in Newarke, in the tenure of Thomas Newcombe, below the " aula vocata the moote 
hall," a tenement in the tenure of Thomas Hobman, and another in that of Peter Stowe, jun., two cottages in a certain place 
called the Brigge (Stephen Johnson's), three tenements in a certain street called the barre gate, viz., in the tenure of John Mercer, 
Nicholas Gardiner, John Wilkinson, and Peter Erwyn ; a tenement in the tenure of Thomas Wynne, without the barre gate ; 
two closes of pasture called great and little Appleton, in tenure of Christopher Jenison ; a close of pasture next a certain lane 
called Butte lane, on the west, in the tenure of Richard Standish ; a close on the east of Butte lane, in the tenure of Robert 
Tubbe ; one in that of Robert Butcher ; andother called the Sand pit close, in that of Robert Constable, knight ; two closes of 
pasture called the pigge leaz, lately inclosed from waste lands, in the tenure of Brian Houlson ; two closes of pastures inclosed 
from waste lands, in that of William Brockbancke and Robert Bell ; another lately inclosed, in that of Thomas WiUiamson ; 
another called the milne close, in that of John Goodchild ; another in that of Nicholas Boothe, one Reginald Hopton, another 
in a place called Barbar closes in that of John Mercer, another called le well pitte head in that of Nicholas Gardenor, another 
called le Holt in that of John Mercer, another in a certain street called milne gate in that of Hugh Alleine, another in that of 
Walter Warde, others in Stoke and Farndon, six water and corn mills in Newark, and a fulling mill serving two stockes in New- 
ark, in tenure of John Goodchilde, a fishery in the water of Trent below the Castle, also a fishery in the water of Deven from 
the bridge called marcall bridge, the daye toUe or passage toUe in Newarke, in the tenure of Thomas Wynne ; and picage and 
stallage of the market place, in that of John Mercer ; and the market toll of beasts, namely, oxen, sheep, and pigs, in that of 
Reginald Hopton ; and the market toll of horses called the horse market, and the toll of carts and vehicles coming " ironed" 
to trade ; and the drifte of pigs once in the year in Newarke, in the tenure of Andrew Hatchet ; and of a piece of land called 
the beast market hill, where a market is held every Wednesday, and was held for beasts in Newark ; and another piece of land 
called the Corne market, held the same day in Newark. 

This last enumeration of tolls shows us how numerous and lucrative they were. 

The question of the grinding of corn worried the Newarkers almost as much as their tolls. In 1609, 
Richard Poole, of Stoke, says that " yt was the common voyce, fame, and opinion that the inhabitants 

t Augmentation Office, Particulars for Leases, Notts., roll 5, No. 24. 
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of Newark and Northgate, and within two miles of Newark, ought to grind all their come and malt at 
the Kinge's Majestie's said mills, and this fame he sayeth hee heard of divers and sundrie persons about 
40 years since. And hee remembereth that Anthony Foster did in his time warne them so to do. The 
rate for grinding was 4d. a quarter." Other witnesses thought or pretended to think very differently. 
According to some, " Edward, Earl of Rutland, did wittingly suffer the inhabitants of the town of New- 
ark to grind their corn from the six mills and where they thought good, and never found him aggrieved 
therewith." Just as many said the exact contrary. In 1609, when malt was at 28s. a quarter, the 
toll taken at the manor mills was said to be lod. per quarter, or 6d. more than other years. " The in- 
habitants have complained of excessive toll since Lord Burleigh became the lord." That is easily ex- 
plained. Had he not spent /;3oo " in repairing mills which would not otherwise have stood for a year 
longer ?" After lasting for centuries, the lord's monopoly of grinding corn was gradually broken down. 
We find a mill being erected by Bartholomew Bradshaw in the time of Ehzabeth. It was a corn water- 
mill, with three floodgates built anew by Bartholomew at his own cost, upon the causeway near the 
mill of the lady Queen of Newarke, in a certain place called the floodgates.* In 1609, Richard Poole 
knew a horse mill builded in Balderton-gate by one Foster, above 40 years since, and another in Barnby- 
gate, builded by one Owsler, when his Majesty's mills were in decay, to serve the town of Newark. And 
since that time divers horse mills have been erected within the town of Newark, one by James Whalley 
and one near Beamonde Cross. The same year, according to another witness, Disney's mill stood in 
Appletongate, R. Heywood's in Stodman street. Sparrow's horsemill in Northgate neare Gotebridge, 
John Foster's in Baldertongate and Barnebiegate, Wm. Waite's in Cartergate or Beamond's Cross, 
Thos. Forman's at the same, Symond's at Beamond Cross. Robert Goode saw with his own eyes five 
mills " fall at once." 

At this time, and for centuries before, the market court filled a large place in the minds of Newark 
tradesmen on market days. The number of debtors summoned was sometimes discreditabh^ large. 
Some of the proceedings of the courts while the bishops were still the petty sovereigns of the town are 
still in existence, and the following may be taken as a specimen of them : — 

Market Court, held at Newark, xiii. day of October, 27 Henry VIII. 

William Gybson complains versus Thomas Grenlef concerning a plea of debt. Defendant is summoned, comes, and settles 
in the inquisition. Therefore he is in mercy (iid.) 

William Chamberlen complains versus Robert Curson, Tanner, concerning a plea of broken covenant. Defendant comes, 
and the jurors say -with plaintiff. Therefore defendant is in mercy (iid.) 

John Newton, Baker, complains versus William Roper concerning a plea of debt. Defendant appeared, and they came to 
an agreement in the Court, and are in the lord's mercy (iid.) 

Rolland Pye complains versus William Hareson concerning a plea of debt. Defendant is summoned, but does not come, 
and afterwards the jurors said with the plaintiff. Therefore the said defendant is in mercy (iid.) 
Market Court of the Lady Elizabeth, by the grace of God, &c., held at Newark, the xxix. day of October, the third year. 

Edmund Houle complains against John Erseby concerning a plea that he should render to him viiis. Defendant having 
been summoned, comes and acknowledges that he owes the aforesaid debt to the aforesaid plaintiff (iid.) 
Nov. 5 — Total nil. Nov. 17 — nil. 

Nov. 26. Stephen Cawe complains against Gregory Skymshawe, of South CoUingham, concerning a plea that he should 

render to him xxxix5. v'md. Defendant having been summoned, comes and says that he does not owe the said debt to the said 
plaintiff, not any part thereof. And concerning this he offers his law, and it is appointed to him that he wage his law by a 
third hand at the next Court, on which day defendant strengthens his law with Thomas Upton and Robert Dareley. It is con- 
sidered by the Court that the said defendant shall be quit. And plaintiff is in mercy for a false claim. 

* Crown Leases, Elizabeth. 
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These entries, selected from many others, will sufficiently indicate the business of the court and its 
powers. 

Tlie Court Rolls of the Manor of Newark at the Newcastle Estate Office commence in 1576. The 
first volume is bound in two leaves of an early folio law-book, beautifully written in double columns, 
with coloured initials — a manuscript copy of the Digests of Justinian with a commentary in the 
margins. J These rolls teem with information as to the tenants of land in North and South 
CUfton, Wigsley, Harby, North and South Collingham, Coddington, Balderton, Elston, East Stoke, 
Syerston, Barnby, Spalford, Farndon, Kilvington, Alverton, Girton, Northgate, Sibthorpe, Cotham, 
Shelton, Danethorpe, and other parishes. The entries are mostly in Latin, except during the Common- 
wealth period. They relate to transfer of lands and offences against the custom of the manor. Here 
is an entry which may be taken as a specimen of many others : — " To this court came Thomas Spurr 
in his proper person, and did crave admittance to a toft and croft and two cow gates, with their appur- 
tenances, in South Clifton aforesaid, and all other the lands, tenements, and hereditaments which did 
or ought to descend to him, the said Thomas Spurr, by and after the death of Margaret Spurr, his mother, 
according to the presentment and the homage at the court, held the 3rd day of April, to whom the lord 
by his steward grants seisin of the premises by the rod, according to the custom, to have and to hold 
to him, the said Thomas, his heirs and assignees, for ever, by the rent, custom, and service due for the 
same ; and he gave the lord for the fine for his admittance to the premises I2d., and did his fealty, and 
was admitted tenant." Regulations are drawn up for the observance of the tenants. " Ordered that 
no man do tether any mare or foal in the cornfields before all the com be gotten, on pain of forfeiture 
for every mare or foal so offending, 3s. 4d." Some of the presentments are curious reading. Robert 
Martin, of Newark, gent., is presented for selling a bam out of his copyhold close at Farndon, contrary 
to the custom of the manor ; and Edmund Kitchen, of South Scarle, is granted Hcense to fell two trees 
on condition that he plant four more. John Ashwell, of Coddington (30th Jan., 1659), may also cut 
down one ash tree on his copyhold land if he plant three others. At Girton the jurors affirmed that 
Robert White, being a common brewer and seller of ale, did not sell a full quart for a penny, according 
to the statute, and was fined 4s. Here are the presentments from Coddington at the Court holden in 
1654 :— " The jurors aforesaid do present Stephen Burch for trespassing with his beast in ye cornfields," 
and he was fined 4d. Richard Foreman and Edward Hardy were mulcted in similar penalties for the 
like offence. The jurors " also do present Goodwin Foreman and William Crosly, common brewers, 
for not selling their ayle according to ye statute" (fined 4d.) ; and " they do present and amerce Stephen 
Burch, constable, for neglecting his office in not punishing rogues and vagrants" (fine 2d.) Here is an 
unusual entry, under date 1661 : " The names of the jury empanelled and sworn to enquire what goods 
and chattels Wilham Fox, of Winthorpe, a customary tenant of this manor, had at the time of the felony 
by him committed, viz., Edward Goodyear, of Coddington, gent., John Neap, of Balderton, Wilham 
Crosly, of Coddington, John Mason, of the same, Christopher Popple, of the same, Humphrey Sidney, 
of the same, Wilham Kerchwall, of Balderton, Robert Freeman, of the same, John Spawton, of the same, 
John Gibson, of the same, Thomas Swinscoe, of the same, Edward Dickinson, of the same, Henry Cole, 
of Winthorpe, Henry Anderson, of the same, John Caunt, of the same, Tliomas Atkinson, of the same, 
Richard Hynde, of the same. The jurors aforesaid do find the price cf the several goods and chattels 
named, being of the estate of the aforesaid Wilham Fox, forfeited to the Lady of the said Manor, one 

+ One of the pages is almost identical in appearance with a page of one of the earliest printed editions of the " Digests," which 
was published at Nuremburg in 1483. In this, too, the initials are coloured by hand and the text is surrounded by a 
commentary. 
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red cow, £1 13s. 4d. ; one brown cow, £1 13s. 46. ; one black cow, £3 ; one heifer, coloured brown, 
£z 6s. 8d. ; two black yearling steer calves, 13s. 4d. ; two yearling heifers, rugg backt, 13s, 4d. ; two 
red calves, ^ year old, 13s. 4d. ; two black calves of the same age, heifer kind, 6s. 8d. ; one mare and a 
foal, 13s. 4d. ; two loads of mown rye, £1 los. ; three black yearling heifers, £2 5s. ; one table, one stool, 
one little barrel, and a pewter dish, 5s. ; one bedstead, one mattress, two coverlids, one blanket, and a 
pair of sheets, 133. ; twenty sheaves of mown rye and a peck of wheat, 2s. ; two loads of hay in the 
backside at home, los. ; two loads of furrs, is. 6d. The total is £15 19s. lod." 

We will now trace the devolution of the manor. It was held by Queen Elizabeth throughout 
her reign, and by James I. until 1620, when the courts were held in the name of Prince Charles. On 
his ascending the Throne, the courts were held in the name of Charles I. until 1630, when they were held 
in the name of his Queen, Henrietta Maria. In a document among Mr. MeUish's papers, the Newark 
possessions of Charles Stuart and Henrietta Maria, late King and Queen of England, are set forth as 
comprising the Manor of Newark, with the rights, members, and appurtenances thereof, lying and being 
in the county of Nottingham, and also the rent of assize, quit rents, free rents, copyhold and customary 
rent of the said manor, and also the profits of two fairs yearly kept within the said manor, one at the 
feast of St. Andrew, and the other at that of Mary Magdalene in the month of July, together with the 
pickage and stallage of the said fairs or either of them, and also of the profits of the fishing in the several 
streams within the said manor, &c. The rents from the freehold and copyhold tenants per annum were 
£21 19s., and profits of the fairs valued per annum at £5, the profits of the fishing valued at £j los., 
which would make a total yearly value of £34 gs. od. The tenants were for the greater part copy- 
holders of inheritance, and since time out of mind held these customs that if a man died the youngest 
son by the last wife should inherit his land, unless his former wife had a jointure of the estate or there 
was a feoffment made for her use, and then the youngest son of such former wife should be heir. The 
freeholders held their lands by fealty and suit, and paid no relief. They likewise claimed liberty to fell 
and cut timber trees growing upon their copyhold land, and they were to pay 2d. to the lord for every 
tree they so cut down and plant three more in the room of it ; and if any controversy arose between 
the lord and the tenants, or between tenant and tenant, concerning the customs, the}' were to empanel 
a jury about it. The said manor of Newark extended itself into North Gate and other parts next adja- 
cent and abutted upon the river Trent on the west, and upon the arable fields of Newark on the east, 
and was bounded by the grounds of Robert Sutton, Esq., also called Lord Lexington, on the south, with 
the town fields of Thorpe on the north. It included the site of the castle of Newark, and the appur- 
tenances lying and being within the county of Nottingham aforesaid, containing one acre, five water grist 
mills, imder two roofs, commonly called or known by the name of malt mill, two rye mills, one flour 
miU, and a wheat mill. The manor remained with Henrietta Maria until the Commonwealth, 
during which time the courts were in the name of Wilham Bosville, Sylvanus Taylor, William 
Scott, John Hunt, esquires, and others, by the authority of Parliament (1649 to 1660). At the 
Restoration, the Queen Dowager came to her own again, and retained it until her death in 1669, 
when the proceeds were granted to the Earl of St. Alban's, natural son of Charles II. The courts were 
held for him for four years, and then by Queen Catherine, the Queen of Charles II., whose name con- 
tinues as Lady of the Manor until 1678, when Richard Mason " ffirmar," or farmer of the manor, held 
them. 

In 1667, upon Colonel Thomas Howard's petition desiring the stones and materials of Newark 
Castle and a lease of the site of the same, " His Majesty graciously pleased to refer it to the Right 
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Honourable the Lord High Treasurer of England to consider of this petitioner's suit, and to report his 
Lordship's opinion thereupon, and what may be fitt for his Majestic to do therein for his gratification. 
And then his Majestic will declare his future pleasure."* In the following year Charles II. ordered £800 
to be paid " out of the customs of unwrought wool" to Thomas Howard, Esq., because he had " quitted 
unto us all his right to a lease of the scite of our Castle and Demesne Lands of Newarke, formerly in 
lease from our late Royal Father of Blessed Memory to the now Earl of Berks."t 

In the year 1672, " our Sovereign lord King Charles the 2nd, of his Especiall Grace," granted to 
trustees, "for the only use and behoof of the most Excellent Princess Queen Katharine, Consort of our 
said Soveraigne Lord the King," all the toll of the Towne of Newarke (£16 per annum), the fishing 
there (£21 6s. 8d.). all the lands and tenements within the office of prepositor of the Castle of Newarke 
(£26 13s. 4d.), all the profits of the Hundred of Newark {£4. 13s. 5id.), all stalls, stallages, and shopps 
within the Baylewick of the Burrough of Newarke (£19 14s. id.), all those rents of assize, with the 
works of tenants within the Baylewick of Newark and Northgate (£iy 4s. 6|-d.), the site of the Castle 
of Newark and the water-mill in Newark (£8 13s. 4d.), which said manner and scite of the Castle of 
Newarke and all the lands and rents called by the name of the manor of Newark in Farrnedon, Bal- 
derton, Coddington, Winthorpe, Moreland, and Newark, are of the yearly value of £210 14s. 2-^d., and 
the clear yearly value of £182 is. 2id., the same having been assigned to the late King Charles before 
his coming to the Crown.! 

On August 30th, 1675, the King, in consideration of £2,548, due to Sir Thomas Williamson for 
money disbursed " for our late Royal Father," granted him the various fishings, tolls, &c., in Newark, 
which in 1682 he assigned to Robert Williamson, Esq., to the end that " Wm. Hussey and James 
Briggs, of London, merchants, may have, at the nomination of the said Robert Williamson, our (i.e., 
the King's) pasture in Stoke called Tolney, heretofore demised unto Anthony Forster and Eleanor, 
his wife, imder the yearly rent of £12 ; and all our fishing below the Castle of Newark and 
all waters there, heretofore demised unto the said Anthony Forster and Eleanor (£3) ; and all the 
scite of our manor of Balderton, demised to Anthony Forster, &c. (£4) ; and aU the tolls of the Burrough 
of Newark, demised to Anthony Forster, &c. (£12) ; and all the tolls of the fairs and markets of the said 
Burrough of Newark, demised to Anthony Forster, &c. (£4) ; and all the scite of the Castle of Newark, 
late demised to Sir Francis Leek (£2 13s. 4d.) ; the closes in Averham and Stoke late demised to Henry 
Russell (40s.) ; and also all those messuages, &c., &c., and fishings within the water of Devon, from 
Maltonbridge unto the end of the towne of Houghton, together with the herbage and pannage for hogges 
and other cattle within the ditch of the Castle of Newark ; and all that close and island there, with all 
sedges, rushes, flaggs, and other things there growing, with the soyl and voyd and wast ground there, 
together with the tax of hay, being within the Towne ffeild and Terrytoryes of Newark, Northgate, 
and Farndon, heretofore belonging to the Castle of Newark, and demised unto Anthony Forster, under 
the yearly rent of £26 13s. 4d., which premisses are reputed parcel of our said manor and castle of 
Newark. For term of 80 years." || A great expanse of parchment, § adorned with an elaborate 
portrait of Queen Catherine of Braganza, with curls, jewels, crown, and curtain, and with her great seal 
affixed, was also covered with legal verbiage, to the no small profit of the lawyers. " The most high and 
excellent Princess Catherine, by the grace of God, of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland Queene," 

* Domestic Entry Book, 1667, fo. 249. f Ibid 1668, fo. 25. I P.R.O. Cal. of Patent Rolls, No. 29. 

!| Patent Roll, 33 Charles II., pt. 3. § B.M. Charters, Harl. iii., H. ii. 
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called to mind that King James I., in the 17th year of his reign, had granted to Sir Henry Hobart and 
others the manor of Newark for 99 years, in trust for Charles Prince of Wales ; and the surviving trus- 
tees, by indenture in 5 Charles I., assigned the said manor of Newark unto Henry, Earl of Holland, then 
Lord High Steward of her late Queen's Majesty's Revenues, and others, and that King Charles II., in the 
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24th year of his 
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described it as " an important freehold property belonging to His Majesty.'' 
set forth that the Manor and 204 preceding lots were held by His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, 
under a lease from the Crown, which, by an arrangement, would expire at Lady Day, 1837, 
when the purchasers would be entitled to be let into possession. The Castle premises were divided into 
several lots, and included dwelling-houses, blacksmith's shop, sundry workshops, stone yard, gardens. 
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piggeries, and candle house ; while the wharves included the Castle Wharf, in the occupation of J. A. 
Jackson ; the Cuckstool Wharf, adjoining the Castle, in the occupation of T. C. Huddlestone ; and a 
house and wharf, No. 7, Mill Gate, the house being in the occupation of Dr. Darwin Chawner. There 
was also sold the King's Hall in the Market-place, described as " an extensive brick-built dwelling-house 
and large shop, heretofore occupied by Messrs. Fisher and Fillingham." The chief lot was the Manor, 
which was thus described : " The valuable Manor of Newark, being co-extensive with the Township, 
and also extending over the Townships of Famdon, Balderton, Coddington, Winthorpe, South Scarle, 
Besthorpe, Girton, and South Clifton, together with all Courts Leet, Courts Baron, and other Courts, 
Services, Franchises, Quit Rents, Rents of Assize, Free Rents, Copyhold and Customary Rents, Heriots, 
Fines, Forfeitures, Escheats, Reliefs, and all other rights, privileges, immunities, emoluments, profits, 
and advantages thereto belonging, and therewith enjoyed. Also the profits of two Fairs yearly kept 
within the said Manor ; the one at the Feast of St. Andrew, and the other at St. Mary Magdalene ; 
together with the piccage and stallage of the said Fairs. And also the profits of all other Fairs or Mar- 
kets that may be kept within or belong to the Manor, and the Tolls thereof. And likewise the tolls and 
dues to the said Manor belonging, payable at the bridges and ferries over the river Trent, and over any 
other rivers or streams within the said Manor. And also all those the profits of fishing in the several 
Rivers and Streams within the said Manor and thereunto belonging. The Advowson or Right of Patron- 
age or Presentation to the Vicarage of Newark is not included in the above lot, but is reserved to the 
Crown." 

" The annual amount of quit and chief rents belonging to and received on account of the 

said Manor are . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13 3 6 

The average copyhold fines received for the last ten years, from 1826 to 1836, amount 

to per annum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 10 gf- 

The tolls collected at Trent Bridge let at per annum . . . . . . . . 45 

Ditto of the Market Place, May and Maudlen Fairs, except of beast, sheep, and swine, 

per annum .. .. .. .. .. .. .. --SSO 

The tolls of beast, sheep, and swine, per annum .. .. .. .. ..800 

William Coope and Mrs. Norton yearly, for acknowledgment for gates in Sparrow Lane .. 10 
George Cartledge, for tolls payable at Markham Bridge, let at per annum . . . . 18 

The Fishery at Farndon, let at per annum to the Rev. F. M. Sutton . . . . . . 150 

Ditto at Clifton, to William and John Coe, at per annum. . .. .. .. 500 

Ditto at Girton and Besthorpe, to Samuel Turner . . . . . . ..440 



£107 18 31" 



In the terrier of estates held of the Manor, and the annual rents which make up the £13 3s. 6d. above 
specified, are entries of 118 different properties, paying to the Manor from 4d. upwards. Thus, Mr. R. 
Pockhngton paid 5s. per annum chief rent for " an oxgang of land in Newark Fields ;" the Overseers of 
the Poor, 7d. for " the Workhouse in Hawton lane ;" Mr. Henry Rastall, los. 6d. for " a cherryholt at 
the top of Balderton Gate ;" Mr. John Stephenson, is. for " a house in the churchyard in his occupation ;" 
and the Duke of Newcastle, 4d. for " the gaol on Drybridge." 

The Nottingham Review says : " The sale of the Crown lands at Newark commenced on Tuesday. 
Mr^ Tallents bought the first lot for £640. The land went off at a high rate, some of the lots fetching 
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from £400 to £500 per acre. The first day's sale amounted to £18,040, of which £12,750 was the amount 
of Mr. Tallents' purchases ; the second day's sale amounted to £25,800, of which Mr. Tallents purchased 
£20,635." The Nottingham Journal says : " The purchase of so large a proportion of the property by the 
agent of the Lord Lieutenant has created the most lively satisfaction among the inhabitants of Newark, 
who know hew to appreciate the kindness and virtues of a nobleman from whom the borough has 
received so many favours. The sale closed on Friday, and the following is the result. The property, 
including pasture land, houses, and buildings, was offered in 211 lots, of which the Duke's agent pur- 
chased 140 for £62,855. The other purchasers were Messrs. Terapleman, Townrow, Greaves, Kenyon, 
Massey, Godfrey, Hodgkinson, Handley, Daybell, Roberts, Parelby, Guthrie, Gilstrap, English, Iron- 
monger, Robinson, Morton, Ashworth, Shuttleworth, Harvey, Peart, Hadfield, Craven, Thompson, 
Moore, Taylor, Walster, Gamble, Nicholson, Turvey, Gillson, Foster, Buck, Freeth, Watson, Camamile, 
Brockton, Toder, Gilbert, and the Rev. J. Sikes ; the total amount realised by the property 
sold being £90,285." The manorial rights were not disposed of at the sale, but were acquired 
afterwards by His Grace. On 6th October, 1899, the market tolls were sold by the present Duke to the 
Corporation of Newark for £3,600. The Newcastle Estate Office is now in Lombard Street, in the 
building formerly used as a Savings Bank. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
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Early Education in Newark — A School of the 13th Century — Students from a Distance — Some of the 
Masters — Advent of Magnus — His Eminent Career Described— Foundation of the Magnus School — ■ 
Its Masters and Scholars — Modern Benefactions. 

T was in Tudor times that Newark received one of its greatest and most beneficent 
bequests, Archdeacon Thomas Magnus, who died in 1550, having founded before his 
death, the noble school which will for all time bear his honoured name. Down to 
recent years it has been assumed that the venerable archdeacon gave to Newark its 
first Grammar School, but modern researches show that such was by no means the 
case. It was hardly likely that so important a town as Newark, abounding in guilds 
and chantries, would be behind other flourishing and well-endowed communities in the means of educa- 
tion. The teaching of the young formed, not unnaturally, one of the objects and duties of the chantry 
priests. In the Anglo-Saxon Ecclesiastical Institutes the rule is laid down that " mass priests 
ought always to have at their houses a school of disciples, and if any good man desired to commit his 
Httle ones to them for instruction, they ought very gladly to receive them and kindly teach them." 
Writing of Melton Mowbray School, which is mentioned as early as 1347 in connection with the Priory, 
Mr. North says, " it is a link so intimately connected with the church and the religious houses that it 
may well be called their handmaid, their messenger of mercy and love, specially caring for and training 
the lambs of the flock until they were old enough to feel their responsibilities, and to understand their 
position as members of the Church under whose fostering care they had been trained. "f 

In that very instructive and scholarly book, " English Schools at the Reformation," by Mr. A. F. 
Leach, M.A., F.S.A., it is clearly proved that in the Middle Ages there were no less than seven classes 
of schools in existence throughout the country. There were schools connected with the cathedral 
churches, with monasteries, with collegiate churches or colleges, with hospitals, with guilds, with chan- 
tries, and lastly, independent schools, existing ostensibly and actually for themselves as independent 
entities. Southwell was the fortunate possessor of a Collegiate Church, and therefore had its coUege 



f Paper on the Ancient Schools of Melton Mowbray, by Thos. North. 
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school. For " a primary duty, and an essential attribute of these colleges, were the maintenance of 
Grammar Schools, open not only to church folk, but to lay folk as well." The ecclesiastical foundation 
at] Newark did not rank in the same category as that at Southwell, but the town was endowed with 
similar educational appliances, and the Newark school was, like its neighbour, under the supervision of 
the chapter of Southwell Minster, the mother church of the county. The records preserved at South- 
well show that in 1238 a dispute arose between the Prebendary of Normanton, as Chancellor, and 
the Prior and Convent of St. Catherine near Lincoln, to whom Newark Church belonged, as to the juris- 
diction over the Newark School. Cardinal Stephen was at this time Chancellor of Southwell and 
Prebendary of Normanton, that prebend being annexed to the chancellorship. One of the duties of 
the Chancellor was to supervise schools, and it was usual for him to have a deputy commonly called 
the school-master (Magister scolarum). Mr. Leach tells us that " the teaching of the Grammar School 
was regarded in early days as an even more important part of the duties of the official who was after- 
wards known as the Chancellor than his legal and clerkly business. It is, indeed, only through his 
scholastic functions that, at Southwell, we learn there was a Chancellor at all, though when he appears 
in written evidence, he no longer teaches school himself, but only sees that others do so. This he does 
not only in Southwell Grammar School itself, but throughout the county, of which Southwell was the 
mother church."* It was in the exercise of his function as educational director and supervisor that 
Cardinal Stephen, as Canon and Prebendary of Normanton, claimed the right of appointing the masters 
of Newark Grammar School ; and the outcome of his dispute with St. Catherine's Priory is the 
agreement entered in the Southwell " Liber Albus," on p. 136. The argeement states that the Convent 
should present a fit person to the Canon or his deputy in chapter at Southwell, and the person presented 
was to swear obedience to the Canon and to the Chapter ; but this agreement, according to the note 
in the margin of it, " is bad in many respects," and " can be of no authority." Consequently, we find 
it ignored at a later date, the presentations being made by the Prebendary of Normanton. In 1333, 
Newark School had so good a reputation that an Archbishop of York deemed it a sufficiently good 
institution to entrust it with the education of his kinsmen. In the Register of Archbishop Melton, 
under date Nov. ist, 1333, is the following entry : — " To Simon, master of the school at 
Newark, for the expenses of our kinsmen, William and Thomas de Melton, and their tutor, as long 
as they are there, 2s. 5d. per week." " The probable disturbed state of the north from the Scotch 
wars was," says Mr. Leach, " the reason for Newark, rather than one of the three Yorkshire 
minsters, being selected for the place of schoohng of the Archbishop's relations. Whether the boys 
thus looked after were relations, or wards of land-holding tenants under the system of wardship 
which then prevailed, there seems no means of knowing ; but such orders may be taken, at all events, 
as evidence that schools thus favoured were schools of repute." | Who Master Simon was we have ample 
evidence in a deed preserved amongst the Corporation Papers. In 1334, John son of Henry Cotington 
grants to Symon de Botelesford, rector of the school of Newark (rectori scolarum), a messuage in Frere 
Lane, near the messuage of the Prior of St. Catherine, without Lincoln. Witnesses— Henry Mons, 
Robert Stuffyn, Walter Taverner, Richard Fischer. Here is another reference to the same school- 
master in the MSS. at the British Museum : " Let it be known to everyone that I, Thomas, son of Sir 
Richard de Byngham, knight, appoint and constitute Master Simon de Botelesford, Master of the School 
of Neuwerk (magister scolarum), my attorney for receiving my rents in the Peak. Dated at Neuwerk 
on the day of St. Gregory, in the 19th year of King Edward III."|| When Simon died, after endowing 

* Visitations, etc., of Southwell Minster (Camden Society), xli. J Early Yorkshire Schools, xlii. || B.M. WoU. ii., 25. 



176 HISTORY OF NEWARK. 

a chantry in the Parish Church, || the school was evidently continued, for, though we do not know who 
was his immediate successor, we find it flourishing in 1418, under Stephen Moys. " Dec. 6th, 1418, 
Roger del Chaumbre grants in fee simple to Richard de Wakefield and others, all his tenements in 
Newark, viz., a tenement in the Market Sted, at the west end of the ' aula Placitorum,' with a shop 
north of the said hall, a tenement in Carter gate, between the messuage of Stephen Moys, master of the 
school of Newark (magister scolarum) south, and the tenement late of Thomas Blaunkeneys north ; 
a messuage in Le Beaumond, between the croft of John Danet, senior, north, and a selion of St. Mary's 
Guild south ; and a shop in Irenmongerrowe, near a tenement of St. Mary's Guild, east ; also a selion 
in Le Beaumond, held for a term of years of St. Mary's Guild ; and a garden called Tentercroft in 
Potter Dyke."* Mention is made of a Scolane (school lane) in North Gate, then a separate parish, in 
i435-t 

The widespread reputation of the Newark School at this period is evidenced by the fact that stu- 
dents came here to study from distant parts of the kingdom. In the Scotch RoUs is preserved a copy 
of a noteworthy and suggestive document — a safe conduct granted to one Hugh Maigne from Scotland, 
who had been studying at Newark, and who desired premission to travel to and fro as occasion required. 
The document is as follows : — " A.D. 1380. Safe conduct for Hugh Maigne. The King to the She- 
riffs, &c. Brother Hugh Maigne, monk of the order of St. Benedict, of Paslowe, in Scotland, has sup- 
plicated us that, inasmuch as he has stayed at Newark for a long time in order to study there, and pur- 
poses to stay longer, we will be~so good as to graciously provide for his security. We, therefore, wishing 
to accede to his request, have taken the aforesaid Hugh and all his goods into our safe and secure con- 
duct and into our especial protection and defence, for his aforesaid study at the aforesaid town of 
Newark, sojourning there and going thence to the aforesaid parts of Scotland, in order to seek his ex- 
penses and transact other business there, and thence to return within our kingdom of England to the 
aforesaid town of Newark, to laist for one year. Witness the King at Westminster, the 26th day of 
July, by the Council. "§ As Magnus is a latinised form of Maigne, the above entry suggests the query 
whether the Archdeacon may not have been a descendant of the family with which this Scotch monk 
was connected. If so, it may have had something to do with his frequent employment in Scotch affairs. 
It is an interesting idea, but only an idea.f 

The next reference to the School is under date May 5th, 1485, when Robert Harcourt was admitted 
Master, on the presentation of the Prebendary of Normanton, the office being vacant by resignation. 
Here is a translation of the entry in the Southwell Records :— " On May 5th, 1480, Sir (Dominus) Robert 
Harcourt was admitted to the Grammar School of Newark, at the presentation of our beloved brother, 
Master John Danvers, Prebendary of Normanton, in the mode hitherto customary, having been sworn, 
&c., the post being vacant by the free resignation of Nicholas Bellerby, the last preceptor of the said 
school." 

That schools were plentiful in the large towns in the 14th and 15th centuries, as weU as in many 
of the principal villages, there is ample evidence to prove. In 1351, Hugh, son of Robert Pagan, of 
the upper town of Laneham, quit claimed to John de Nagenby, of Dunham-on-Trent, aU the right which 

II VideYo\. i., p. 216. * Corporation Papers, G. 5. f Vol. i, p. 155. § Rotuli Scotiae II., 26. 

X The name was not a common one in this country, as it was in Sweden and Norway, where there were ten Kings of the 
name. There was also a St. Magnus, the 19th August being the date of the festival of his murder. The service is met 
with in the old Mass books. 



HISTORY OF NEWARK. 



177 



he had in all the lands and tenements which belonged to Robert le TaiUour, formerly Master of the 
Grammar School of Dunham, in the towns and fields of Dunham, Wystone, Derletone, Draytone, 
and Ragenhille. At Nottingham the Grammar Schoolmaster (Wilham de Adbolton), is mentioned as 
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THE ENTRY IN THE SOUTHWELL " LIBER ALBUS " CONCERNING NEWARK SCHOOL, A.D. 1238. 

[ Translation. ] 

Letter concerning the right of presentation to the school of Newark. 

Let all the sons of holy mother church, to whose notice these present letters shall come, know that whereas with 
the authority of the lord Pope there is a lawsuit pending between Stephen, Cardinal of St. Mary Transtevere, cardinal 
priest, canon of Southwell, of the one part, and the prior and convent of the canons of St. Katherine of the other, 
concerning the collation of the school of Newerk. At length the said suit was settled by the lord Abbot of Rupe, 
procurator of the said Cardinal in England, with the consent of the Chapter of Southwell in this manner, in the year of 
the incarnation of the Lord 1238th, namely, that the said prior and convent shall present, in the Chapter of Southwell, 
a clerk fit for ruling the said school to instruct the boys in the grammatical art, to the canon, or warden of the said 
prebend whoever he shall be for the time if a canon should not be present, as often as it shall happen to be vacant, 
which clerk shall be admitted by the canon or warden of the said prebend without any difficulty whatever. And the 
same clerk shall swear canonical obedience to the canon of the said prebend and to the Chapter. But if the said clerk 
shall offend in anything against the liberties of the church of Southwell or of the said prebend, if he is incorrigible, and 
the said Prior and Convent should be negligent in reproving him for his excesses which ought to be corrected, a 
mandate having been first received about these things from the canon of the said prebend or from the said Chapter, he 
shall be admonished by the same Prior and Convent, and another having been presented by them in his place he shall 
be received. And in order that this grant may obtain the strength of perpetual firmness, the Chapter of Southwell 
and the said Prior and Convent have appended their authentic seals to this writing. 

The note in the margin of the agreement was written by " an indignant person apparently at the period the white 
book was composed." Translated it reads : " Since the collations of grammar schools through the whole Archdeaconry 
of Nottingham belong alone, and wholly, to the prebendary of Normanton, in the collegiate church of Southwell, as 
chancellor of the same church, although this agreement may have been made it can be of no authority as appears 
from its tenor, because it is bad in many respects." 
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early as 1382,* and in 1433 a burgess of that town was sued for refusing to pay 4d. school hire 
for his boy. In I472t an agreement was made, under the authority of Southwell Chapter, to 
prevent the Grammar School at Wollaton from overlapping that of Nottingham, by restricting the 
former to 26 "boys and men." One John Waterall gave a house to the Clerk of the Parish of 
Edenstowe, rent free, to teach children in. Most Parish Clerks taught children to read and sing; 
indeed, they were not admitted to the Grammar Schools tiU they could do so. One Mr. Chapman, 
a registrar at York, born in the parsonage of Kneesall, established a Chantry in Kneesall 
Church, and he " erected one chantry and one scholehouse in Kneesall, and he that was the 
Chantry priest was also the scholemaster." Evidence taken after the dissolution of the Chantries 
further showed that the Chantry priest at that time was Mr. Clegborowe, who had been 
born at Southwell, and was the son of a mercer. He used to sing Mass in the Chantry 
choir, commonly on Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays, and continued the Chantry priest 
and schoolmaster there for the space of about 16 years, when he went north to a better preferment. 
After him Mr. Baxter kept the school, but had not the Chantry. One Bartholomew TrusweU deposed 
that when he was a young man he led both sandstone and wood towards building the school and the 
priest's lodging, which consisted of two or three sandstone rooms. After Mr. Clegborowe's time there 
was no schoolmaster that kept school there, but only Mr. Baxter, which was when the plague was at 
Newark. This was common ; the Colleges at Oxford used to keep Manor houses in the country to 
resort to in time of plague. Winchester College removed on several occasions to its country farms 
in the neighbourhood, and St. Paul's Schools, London, as late as the 17th Century, kept a 
similar refuge at Chiswick. At Kneesall, the evidence showed that " the school was then pulled down, 
and never maintained there since." Amongst those mentioned as being educated at this village school 
are Sir William Mering, Mr. Thomas Markham, and Mr. Lee, of Southwell. Mr. Chapman's will was 
proved in 1530.! So we find traces of a Grammar School at Bilsdon. When Harold Staunton made his 
will in the 14th Century (there is no precise date to the document), after directing his body to be 
buried " at the ffreres Observants at Newark upon trent," and ordering his executors to " make a 
tomb at the ffreres," he proceeds, " I wiU myne executors mortesse § a chauntry preste and to be a 
techer of gramer, and to have x marke a yere in lands purchased in Bilsdon."|| There was great 
encouragement for people to take advantage of the facilities provided, for while it was ordained that 
no man or woman should put their son apprentice in any borough to any craft, except he had land or 
rent to the value of 20s. a year, it was provided always that every man and woman should be free to 
set their son or daughter to take learning at any manner of school that pleaseth them. 

Here, then, we have a new hght thrown upon the means of education in this district in mediaeval 
times, and there can be no doubt that our ancient borough was furnished with a good school at about as 
early a period as any town in England. The records which Mr. Leach has collected show that close 
upon 300 Grammar Schools existed throughout the country prior to the year 1536, and that many of 
them were swept away or despoiled under Henry VIII. or his son. 

In the year 1549, Royal Commissioners were sent to Nottinghamshire to enquire " touching order 
to be taken for the maintenance of schools and preachers, and of priests and curates necessary for 

* Records of the Borough of Nottingham, I., 246. f Visitations of Southwell Minster, p. 13. 

I Test Ebor, V., 241 — Magnus was one of the supervisors named in the will. 

§ i.e., amortize or procure a license under the Statute of Mortmain — to grant lands for a perpetual endowment. 

II Somerset House, 9, Fetiplace. 
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serving cures and ministering sacraments, and for money and other things to be continued and paid to 
the poor, and for divers other things." They found that "the scholemaster of the schole of 
Nottingham hath had the house called the Ffrescole in Nottingham, with a garden, parcel of the late 
guild of Holy Trinity in our ladie church in Nottingham, without paying any rent for it. And that 
twoo almeshouses in Mattersey have been yerelie letten to twoo poore folkes to inhabite in without 
paying any rent for them. And that a grammer schole hath been contynualie kept in Southwell. . . . 
We, therefore, the said Commissioners, have appointed that the scholemaster of Nottyngham 
for the tyme beyng shall enjoye yereli the said house called the scholehouse, with the said garden in 
Nottyngham, without anything paying for the same. And that the twoo poore almes folkes inhabiting 
in the said twoo almeshouses in Mattersey shall have and inhabite the same houses without 
any rents to be paid therefor, and that the schole in Southwell shall contynue, and that the 
scholemaster there for the tyme beyng shall yereli have for his wages x.li." A considerable 
percentage of the chantry endowments were devoted not merely to their primary object of masses for 
the founders' souls, but also to the more worldly object of maintaining schools and almshouses. 

The funds for the support of the numerous schools which existed prior to the Reformation thus 
came mainly from gifts and bequests. At Southwell part of the proceeds of the common lands held by 
the Church were applicable to the reheving.of " poor scholars thither resorting for their erudition either 
in grammar or song." At Durham, in 1414, where Bishop Langley founded a Grammar School and a 
Song School, the masters were to be Chantry priests. What funds of its own Newark School had we 
are unable to ascertain. We have looked through all the Newark Chantry certificates, but do not 
find any reference to the appropriation of Chantry money in this direction, nor are there any certificates 
relating to Newark in Mr. Leach's book.* It was not uncommon for religious guilds to have amongst 
their objects the providing of free schooling for the young through the Chaplain, who gave his services 
free, and these may have rendered some assistance, though there are no entries of payments in any of 
the guild roUs that have been preserved. The only gift we have met with is in the will of William 
Pygge, Chaplain of the Chantry of the Blessed Mary Magdalene, who bequeathed to the Master of the 
School of Newark, in February, 1499, " unam cathedram pro scriptore" (a desk for writing). 

But though we have no evidence of the Guilds and Chantries assisting annually in the up-keep 
of Newark school, its first masters were closely associated with those ancient reHgious institutions. 
Simon de Botelesford (or Bottesford), the first master on record, as already noted, founded a Chantry 
at the Altar of the Holy Trinity in 1335, and the next master whose name appears, Robert Harcourt, 
was himself a Chantry priest of Surflete's Chantry in the Parish Church, until his appointment as 
schoolmaster. When Magnus made his deed of gift both Guilds and Chantries were recognised therein, 
and the services of the Guild Aldermen and senior Chantry priest enlisted in the management of his 
benefaction. It is not likely, therefore, that he could have anticipated the dissolution of these 
foundations, which happened about sixteen years afterwards, and that he made his benefaction on that 
account, as some have surmised. The most probable conclusion is that the ancient School had 
either ceased to perform its work altogether for want of means, or was doing it in what he considered a 
perfunctory and inadequate fashion. Assuming that he was three score years and ten when he died, 
Magnus would be bom in 1480, and it was in 1485 that Robert Harcourt was admitted " Master of the 
Newark Grammar School." There would, therefore, undoubtedly be a school existing, with a Master, 

* On all the Newark Chantry certificates the same remark is made : " preacher, scholemaster, or the poor relieved by 

this foundation, nor.e '■—vide Vol. I., p. 235. 
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in Magnus's lifetime, in his early days if not in his middle life (a school which had existed from 1238, 

as the records show). What its condition was we do not know for certain, and Magnus gives 

us no clue in any documents that remain to the motives which animated him. We know, 

however, that like many of his friends he had a keen interest in education, and through his 

long and close association with York he was fully alive to the benefits which were being conferred 

upon the city and district by the old York School. He was himself Master of two Institutions 

there. One was the old hospital known as Bootham, or Horse Fair Hospital, for a Master of Arts as 

Chaplain, and two other Chaplains, to pray for the souls of Edward II. and others, and for six other 

Chaplains, old or sick, and not able to perform divine service. The endowment amounted to 

£26 13s. 4d. a year, and the Chantry certificate of 1548 showed that the two Chantry priests were 

duly paid, also the two Chaplains. The six lame priests were not provided for, as " the possessions 

would not extend thereto," and the Master therefore took the residue, ^^ii 6s. 8d. This Master was 

Mr. Thomas Magnus, " a noted diplomatist of the day, who had some very fine possessions, being also 

Master of St. Leonard's Hospital, York,* which brought him in £200 a year, or £2,000 of our money; 

Sacrist or Warden of the Chapel of the Holy Sepulchre (a destroyed collegiate church built against 

the north wall of the Minster), Archdeacon of the East Riding, and holding many other preferments in 

other Cathedral, Collegiate, and Parish Churches." 

In his official capacities he had ample opportunities of seeing the need and value of schools and 
it is not improbable his ambitions and laudable motives were similar to those of good Archbishop 
Rotherham, with whom (living and working in his diocese) he must have had some acquaintance. 
The Archbishop, as we have shown in earlier pages, was the owner of property around Newark, and 
has left his mark for ever on the architectural history of the town, by the erection of the oriel 
window at the Castle, which still bears upon it his arms in stone. It would be pleasant to think that 
these two good men, so closely identified with Newark, were well known to each other, and that the 
younger man may have been influenced in the nature of his benefactions by the example of 
Archbishop Rotherham, who died only four years before Magnus became Archdeacon of the East 
Riding. The Archbishop founded, in his native town of Rotherham, a perpetual College, to take the 
place of an earlier foundation, temp. 22nd Edward IV., in which he had received his own education, 
under a teacher of grammar so skilful that others of his scholars, as well as he, had been enabled to 
rise to higher fortunes. His first purpose was to establish a learned teacher of grammar there for all 
time, who should teach, gratis, all who came to him. Then, having seen how the Chantry priests 
lived, some in one place and some in another with the laity, " to their scandal and the ruin of others," 
he determined to erect a College, where the teacher should teach grammar, and the priests might live 
and lodge. t Thirdly, many parishioners attending the Church and many rustic people of the 
neighbourhood flocking to it, that they might better love the Christian religion, he established a 
second perpetual fellow to teach singing gratis, and to have for his food and clothing £6 13s. 4d., 
and six chorister boys, that they might celebrate the Divine office there more honourably, and each 
of them to have 40 shillings a year for food and clothing. Fourthly, since there were many intelligent 
youths who did not all wish to attain the clerical dignity, but were adapted for making good craftsmen, 
in order that they might be better fitted for their occupations, he willed that there be a third 

* St. Leonard's had a small school attached — " perhaps only a Song School " — English Schools at the Reformation, i. 99. 

f In Newark the provision of a house of abode for the priests was unnecessary, as good Dame Alice Fleming had 
already provided one, but it is significant that Magnus erected his school next door. 
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master to teach, gratuitously, writing and reckoning. Whether Magnus had this endowment of the 
Archbishop in his mind or not, he followed very closely upon the same lines. It is another curious 
coincidence that among the Notts, property with which the Archbishop endowed the CoUege was part of 
the parish of Sibthorpe, near Newark, where Magnus had a residence as Warden of the College there. 
Thoroton says : " here (Sibthorpe) were some lands which belonged to the colledge of Rotherham, 
founded by Thomas Rotherham, Bishop of Lincoln, and afterwards Archbishop of York." 

Before proceeding further with the history of the Magnus School, it will be interesting to enquire 
more closely and fully into the hfe-story of the founder himself. Regarding the birth and family 
associations of this great benefactor of Newark, there is very little of a reliable nature to be ascertained. 
Quaint old Thomas Fuller, once an applicant for the living of Newark, in his " Worthies," published in 
1662, has preserved a fanciful story to the effect that Magnus was " an exposed child, left by his 
mother (nobody knows who) in the Parish Church of Newark," and that he was found and brought up 
by some Yorkshire clothiers, who gave him the name of " Amangus." Anthony Wood adopts the same 
tradition in his " Athense Oxoniensis " (1691), and refers to Magnus as a foundling. There is nothing 
to substantiate, but everything to discredit, such a romantic tale, which, curiously enough, also existed 
in regard to Archbishop Rotherham. Gale, in his " History of Rotherham," says : " Up to a recent 
period the legend of his having been a foundling, and named Rotherham, after the name of the town 
in which he was found, that in some mysterious way he grew up to be a great man, and in some equally 
mysterious way built the College, were the only intangible traces of his grand hfe." Then he quotes 
from the Cole MS., showing that he was the son of Sir Thomas Scot, alias Rotherham. That Magnus 
knew to what family he belonged, and was not a waif or stray, is shown by the directions contained in 
his deed of gift, wherein he gives 40s. per annum for an obit in the parish church for himself, his father 
and mother (John and Alice), and his three sisters (Joan, Elizabeth, and Catherine). f In his will also 
he desired, if he should die at Sibthorpe, or nigh those parts, he should be buried in the Trinity aisle 
of Newark Church, " afore the midst of the altar, for there he was baptised. "{ Beyond this we know 
absolutely nothing of his parentage and early life. The name of Magnus does not occur before the 
Archdeacon's time in any local deeds or documents, rent rolls, or subsidy rolls. It is most probable, 
therefore, that he was of very humble birth, and rose, as other eminent men did with whom he became 
associated, by his own industry, energy, and talent. We do not know where he received the rudiments 
of his education, for he does not, like Archbishop Rotherham, mention the old school of his native town 
as having enabled him to rise to higher fortune, though we would fain hope and believe it did. The 
name of Thomas Magnus first appears as Rector of South Collingham, i6th Nov., i498,§ so that 
promotion must have come to him early in life. II He speaks in his will (says Wood) of " his singular 
good Lorde Master Savage, sometime Archbishop of York, and his singular good Lorde the Earl of 
Wilts, Lord Treasurer of England," and he no doubt found influential patrons in these powerful 

f Thoroton, p. 197. 

J Athenae Oxoninensis. Wood says : " I have seen a copy of his last will and testament, dated 8th March, 1549, and 
proved 30th April, 1551." We have searched at York, Somerset House, and every likely repository, and regret we 
have been unable to find it. He had founded the school and disposed of his property by deed twenty years 
before his death. 

§ Wake's " CoIUngham," p. 100 ; also Torre MSS. 

II We think he must have lived about 75 years. He is spoken of in 1537, in a letter from the Duke of Norfolk, as 
" a good old man, who is less able every day." If he was born in 1475, he would then be 62. 
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personages.]} In June, 1504, Magnus resigned the Rectory of South CoUingham, and was collated to 
the Archdeaconry of the East Riding, upon the promotion of Dr. Richard Mayhew to the see of 
Hereford. The same year he was made sacristan of the Chapel of Our Lady and the Holy Angels at 
York. A few years later, on the death of his patron, to whom he is believed to have been at one time 
domestic chaplain, we find him acting as one of the receivers of the Archbishop's estate, along with 
Mr. Thomas Dalby.* His signature is appended to the statement of account showing the expenses 
incurred at the funeral, amounting to the large sum of £401. f 

From this time forward Magnus occupied a prominent and responsible position as statesman and 
ecclesiastic. Having been brought by his distinguished friends to the favourable notice of the Court, 
he was appointed chaplain to the King soon after Henry VIII. succeeded to the Throne, and one of the 
Royal servants. J* Wood says : " He became so much noted to King Henry VIII. that he was by him 
not only promoted to several dignities, but sent Ambassador into various countries." The principal 
scene of his activities, however, was Scotland. " Before Flodden he was employed in carrying money to 
the Army, and for the rest of his life was occupied in border affairs. He had many acquaintances in 
Scotland, with whom he was constantly corresponding, and duly reporting the information he thus 
acquired to the Privy Council. His chief associates in the work were Dacre and Williamson. "§* In 
September, 1512, there was entrusted to the Abbot of St. Mary's, near York, and Mr. Magnus, the large 
sum of £12,000 for the King's business. ||* In 1513-14 he was at Edinburgh, and here won the 
confidence and friendship of Queen Margaret, whose English property he assisted to manage. He was 
present with Dacre in October, 1515, at Harbottle, when the Queen 'gave birth to a daughter, and he 
kept King Henry informed of the state of her health. The King made anxious inquiries as to her 
progress, and occasionally sent her gifts of money and apparel. Writing in December, 15 15, to 
Henry VIII., Christopher Garneys says : " I have this day presented to the Queen, in the presence of 
Dacre and Magnus, all such stuff as the King sent for her, which caused her to remark that they might 
see the King had not forgotten her, and would not that she should die for lack of clothes."** In 1516 
various sums were entrusted to Magnus for defraying her debts and expenses. In a letter to Wolsey 
she says : " she has both spoken to him herself for money, and caused Magnus to do the same," and is 
sorry to put the King to " soo gret costes and charges." The same year he engaged in the arrangement 
of a treaty with Scotland, and the agreement made at Carlisle 26th January, 1516-17 is signed by him 
and Lord Dacre. This document provided for the continuance of a truce, but to guard against 
contingencies when the truce expired, Dacre wrote to Wolsey that he had drawn up a plan for the 
defence of the King's marches " at the least expense to the King and the greatest annoyance to the 
Scots," which he had sent by Magnus*t (17th April, 1517). On June 21st, the King sent Dacre, by 
Magnus, £480 for the re-building of Wark Castle. By his Majesty's invitation Margaret visited him at 

TI Savage was much trusted and employed by Henry VII., and succeeded Thomas Rotherham as Archbishop of 
York on April 12th, 1501. He would, hke his predecessor, be a frequent visitor to the Palace at Southwell, the south 
side of which Rotherham re-built, and we know that he restored the ancient Palace at Scrooby, near Retford. §§ On his 
visits to this county he would doubtless have occasion to notice the sterling qualities of the young priest, and it is 
certain that he formed a high opinion of his judgment and capabiUties. He died in 1507. The Earl of Wilts (Sir 
WilUam Paulet) succeeded Magnus in 1530 as surveyor general of all the possessions in the King's hands by the 
minority of heirs, etc. He was comptroller of the household to Henry VIII. in 1532, and became Lord Treasurer in 
1539, so that one would be the friend of Magnus in his earher and the other in his later years. 

* Test. Ebor. IV., 308. f Historians of the Church of York (Rolls series) III., 354. 

+ * Diet. Nat. Biog. XXXV., 324. §* Ibid. ||* Letters and Papers of Henry VIII. (Brewer), p. 1457. 

** Brewer's Letters, 1350. *f Ibid, 3138. 

§§ Dickenson's Southwell, 227.') 
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Tottenham, and on her return home she was accompanied by Magnus, who wrote to Wolsey describing 
her reception in Durham and Northumberland. He and Dacre did their best to help her forward, or 
she would have remained on the borders. " They have drawn up instructions for the better ordering of 
her lands and household, which he (Magnus) wiU show to Wolsey when he comes. "f On the 14th 
August, 1517, Magnus was rewarded by a grant of the Deanery of the collegiate church of St. Mary 
Magdalene, in Bridgnorth Castle, and was also appointed a Commissioner concerning concealed Wards. 
In the account of the King's charges northward, on 21st Feb., 1517-18, is this entry : " to Master 
Thomas Magnus, the King's chaplain, by virtue of letters of the King, dated 7th Hen. VIII., 
£1333 6s. 8d." In his capacity as chaplain he is said to have been present at the Field of the Cloth 
of Gold, but if so he must have returned to this country immediately afterwards, for he signed a letter, 
as a member of the Privy Council, 13th June, 1520, congratulating the King on the grandeur of the 
meeting, " the like whereof heretofore hath not been seen."{ He had been made a doctor while on one 
of his foreign missions, and was incorporated in a doctor's degree at Oxford in 1520. He had been 
given a Welsh Rectory in 1519, and in 1520 was made receiver of the lands of the King's Wards, and 
Canon of Windsor. " A valuable survey which he drew up as receiver of the Duke of Buckingham's 
lands in 1521 is preserved in the Record Office. "§ In 1521 he was one of the Commissioners appointed 
to take an accoimt of all the Crown jewels and plate in the keeping of Sir Henry Wyatt, and to 
ascertain " the true poyz and waight of eury par cell of the same."|| The same year he became 
Prebendary of North Kelsey, and on 25th March, 1522, of Corringham, in Lincoln Cathedral. 

When War was declared against France in 1522, and it became necessary to watch keenly the 
attitude of Scotland, Magnus was entrusted with that responsible and delicate duty. In 1523 the 
Scots, with a large contingent of French, under the Duke of Albany, prepared to invade England, and 
preparations were made to meet them. Magnus was made Treasurer for the War in the North, and 
large sums of money passed through his hands for the use of the Army. There are numerous letters 
from him giving particulars of the disbursements ; and there is also a letter from Surrey to Wolsey 
saying that he and Magnus will be very careful of the money. 

In the letter book of Thomas Dacre, Warden of the marches towards Scotland,* from June 2nd, 
1523, to August 4th, 1524, are a number of letters from Magnus, in excellent preservation, relating to 
the payments for the Army, and to several skirmishes which had taken place. They are addressed to 
" the Right Hon. myn especiale and singular good lorde, my Lord Dacre," and are signed " your oone 
preste, T. Magnus." It is most interesting to see these original documents, as fresh in appearance as 
though they had but recently come from his pen, and to note the diligent manner in which he evidently 
discharged his duties. One letter to Dacre indicates his personal attendance on the King, for in it he 
says : " I assure you the King's grace accepteth your late service doon in Scotland to his high pleasur, 
saying that Warres cannot be contynued without money, and that his said grace is right glad that your 
late losse did rather light upon your horsses than your men." In another letter he says : " I send unto 
you by the bearer copies of my book containing payments of wages of the last month. At my coming 
tc my Lord Cardenall's grace, I shall not fail to put his said grace in remembrance to send unto you 
more money. I pray God send you good health that you may put this combrous contry in good 
order." Fortunately the War was not prolonged. Albany's heart failed, and after a while he left 
Scotland, where a Government was established in the name of James V. 

f Brewer's Letters, etc., 3365. J Proceedings, etc., of the Privy Council VII., 337. 

§ Diet. Nat. Biog. XXXV., 324. || King Henry VXII. Jewel Book. * B.M. Add. MSS., 24965. 
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Meanwhile Queen Margaret had become alienated from her husband, and Magnus visited 
Edinburgh in October, 1524, to endeavour to effect a reconciliation, and counteract French influence. 
In this mission his usual good fortune did not follow him, though Gilbert Kennedy, second Earl of 
Cassilis, writing to Wolsey, said he had acted " like a wise and true man." A Council of eight was 
established to govern the country, and Magnus proved more successful with this Council, for he 
succeeded in negotiating a treaty of peace in January, 1525. His efforts, however, did not prevent him 
being an object of popular disfavour. The harvest being endangered by wet weather, he was accused^of 
" overlooking Scotland with an evil eye," and as he walked through Edinburgh the women cursed him 
and his servants openly to their faces. Under these circumstances he desired, and obtained, permission 
to return from " a cumbrous country where ever was suspicion without trust, disdain, slander, malice 
and cruelty without virtue, or dread of God or man." In March, 1526, he was at York, but in 1527 he 
was again busily employed with Scotch affairs, as his numerous letters show, endeavouring to protect 
the interests of his Royal master. In 1528 the Revolution and overthrow of Angus followed, and not 
only the English but the young Scotch King signified their approval of his zeal. On the 20th January, 
1529, he had an interview with King James at Edinburgh, by whom he was heartily welcomed. He 
tells Wolsey that " his Grace said to aU his Lords that for somyche as I was his oolde acqua5rntance he 
would use me famylierly, and soe caused me to pass with his said Grace into his privea chamber, 
noone other being present but we twayne."t On the 29tk June James wrote to Magnus thanking him 
for his zeal in promoting cordiality between the two realms. J During the latter part of 1529, and 
throughout 1530, his peaceful mission being accomplished, we see little of Magnus in his capacity as a 
statesman, but he comes prominently to the fore as a generous benefactor. On nth December, 1529, 
he became custodian of the Hospital of St. Leonard's at York. He also held the living of Bedale, and 
was Warden of the College of Sibthorpe, near Newark. Dugdale says : " In the chapel of St. Mary, 
within the parish church of St. Peter (at Sibthorpe), there was begun, temp. Edward II., a Chantry 
with several priests by Geoffrey le Scrop, which in the beginning of the next reign was augmented to a 
considerable collegiate body, consisting of a Warden and eight or nine Chaplains, with three clerks, 
etc."§ In 1530 Magnus spent some time as Warden at Sibthorpe, for in a letter to Wolsey, dated 
12th April, he says he must give up for the season his house at St. James' in consequence of the 
expense he had sustained in the North, and because the King's laws being so strait he must reside in 
one of his benefices. Wolsey had desired to stay at Sibthorpe on his journey to Southwell, but Magnus 
explained that it was " unmeet " for him on account of its limited accommodation, there not being 
sufficient room for his own servants when he went thither himself. || His busy mind had now been 
released for a while from State affairs, and had become occupied in the seclusion of private life 
with those generous schemes which have been of such signal value to his native town. He had seen 
Archbishop Rotherham found his schools of grammar and song, and it was known that his friend and 
patron. Archbishop Savage, " intended to have founded a College at Macclesfield similar to that of 
his predecessor at Rotherham. "*t Wolsey had done great educational work at Ipswich, and Magnus, 
turning his generous thoughts in the same direction, resolved to devote his means to the foundation 
of new schools at Newark. Naturally his first step was to acquire a convenient site, and a property 
adjoining the Chantry House, consisting then of two messuages, two gardens, and one acre of pasture 
in Appleton Gate, was purchased by him on March 15th, 1530. 

f Brewer's Letters, etc., of Henry VIII., IV., pt. 3, p. 2328. J Ibid, IV., pt. 3, 5736. 

§ Monasticon VI., 1369. || Letters and Papers of Henry VIII., IV., pt. 3, 6341. *f Athenae Cantabrigiensis I., 12. 
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An exceptionally interesting query is : did Magnus by this purchase acquire the site of the old school ? 
It is quite possible that he did. By indenture dated January 4th, 1530, Thomas Benett and Ursula his 
wife, sometime wife of Charles Pilkington, late of Newark, gentleman, and Robert Pilkington, son and 
heir of the said Charles and Ursula, did bargain to sell to Adam Langley, gentleman, Thomas Gierke and 
Lambert Watson, " A messuage or house and one acre of pasture in Appulton Gate, sometime being two 
houses and now called the Porch House, as it is sett, and heth between the Chantry House against the 
North, the house in the tenure of Andrew Jackson against the south, and the Hie Gate called Appulton 
Gate against the West, the sum of £7 los. od. to be paid on the seahng thereof.* On March nth Thomas 
Benett and the others entered into an obligation in £60 with Master Thomas Magnus, clerk, the condition 
being that Robert Pilkington should do everj^thing necessary to make sure the bargain and sale.f Four 
days later the property was transferred to Magnus and his feofees, as the foUowing deed specifies : — 
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DEED BY WHICH MAGNUS 
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ACQUIRED THE SCHOOL SITE. 



[Translation.] 

Know all men present and to come that we Thomas Benett, gentleman, and Ursula, his wife, lately wife of Charles 
Pilkington, and Robert Pilkington son and heir of the same Charles, have given, granted, and by this our present 
charter, confirmed to Master Thomas Magnus, warden of the Church of Sibthorp, to Robert Browne, John Basset, 
Henry Sutton, John Hersy, Richard Molyneux, Edmund Molyneux, Adam Langley, Thomas Clerke, and Lambert 
Watson two messuages, two gardens, and one acre of pasture with appurtenances lying in the street called 
Appultongate in Newark next the Chantry there on the north to have and to hold the said two messuages two 
gardens and one acre of pasture with appurtenances as is aforesaid to the said Master Thomas Magnus, Robert 
Browne, John Basset, Henry Sutton, John Hersy, Richard Molyneux, Edmund Molyneux, Adam Langley, Thomas 
Clerke, Lambert Watson and their heirs for the use of the same Thomas Magnus and his heirs for ever from the 
chief lords of those fees by the services therefor due and of customary right. And we, indeed, the aforesaid 
Thomas Ursula and Robert and our heirs will warrant and for ever defend the said two messuages, two gardens, 
one acre of pasture with appurtenances to the aforesaid Thomas Magnus, Robert, John, Henry, John, Richard, Edmund, 
Adam, Thomas and Lambert and their heirs and assignees against all men for ever. And moreover know ye that 



* Corporation Papers, M. 21. 



■ Ibid, M. 6. 



i86 HISTORY OF NEWARK. 

we the aforesaid Thomas, Ursula and Robert, have made, ordained, constituted and in our place put our beloved 
in Christ Nicholas Thomson and Andrew Jackson jointly and separately our true and lawful attornies to enter and 
take possession for us and in our name of and in the two messuages aforesaid and the other premises with their 
appurtenances. And after such possession so taken and had then for us and in our names to deliver full and 
peaceful possession and seisin to the aforesaid Master Thomas Magnus, Robert, John, Henry, John, Richard, 
Edmund, Adam, Thomas and Lambert, or any one of them of and in the said two messuages and other premises 
with their appurtenances according to the force, form and effect of this our present charter and holding valid and 
acceptable all and whatever our said attornies or one of them shall do in our names in the premisses as if we were 
personally present. In testimony whereof we have appended our seals to this present charter. Dated the 
fifteenth day of the month of March, the twenty-first year of the reign of Henry the Eighth. 
By me Thomas Benett, Ursula Benett, William Pilkington. 

There are several other deeds among the Corporation papers* which seem to show that difficulties 
arose in connection with the transfer of the property, the matter coming before the Court at Westminster 
in February 1531, but eventually the title of Magnus was assuredf and he took possession of the Appleton 
Gate site on which stood the " Porch House." What was the Porch House ? The Porch in ancient 
Athens was the public portico where the Stoic philosopher taught his disciples. The ' ' Catholicon 
Anglicum ' ' of 1483 defines ' ' Porche " as " a consistorium or place of assembly, ' ' and though we cannot trace 
the use of the word in connection with a school it is the fact that it was a common practice to hold 
schools in the church porch, or rather in the chamber over it. It is possible, therefore (though we cannot 
be certain, in the absence of anything that will shed a distinct light upon it) that th« Porch House at 
Newark may either have been the Church House or the old School, which Magnus cleared away to make 
room for his new and larger edifice. 

The next step, having had the site conveyed to feofees for his use and the carrying out of his wishes, 
was to create an endowment for the new school, so on the 20th June in the following year (22nd Henry 
VIII.) he by deed of feoffment gave extensive property in Sandwath, Harwell, Everton, Falkingham, 
Walcottys, Boylby, and Aslowby, to William Hoolgill, clerk,t and 22 others to hold to them and their 
heirs and to the use of the said Thomas Magnus and his heirs, and for the performance of his last will. 
We give a copy of a letter of attorney with his signature appended on another page. 

By a further deed dated December 5th, of the same year, he gave to the same persons property in 
Mattersea, Barnby and Ranby, on the like conditions, and on the 20th February next (23 Henry VIII.) by 
indenture between himself and Wilham Hoolgill and Edmund Molyneux, gentleman, after reciting previous 
deeds and specifying that the yearly income of the property was £42 8s. 4d., provisions for the disposal 
of it and the foundation of the school were made as follows : — 

The deed provided that ;^18 parcel of the issues and profits of the said lands yearly be paid and employed to and for the 
exhibition and finding of two secular honest priests, whereof the one priest should have sufficient cunning and learning to teach 
grammar ; and the other priest cunning and learning to teach plain song, prik song, descant, and to play at the organs ; and 
the said two priests should freely teach and instruct all persons and children that at Newark aforesaid come to school with them 
and be disposed to learn grammar, prik song, plain song, or descant ; that is to say the one of the same priests to teach 
grammar, and the other plain song, prik song and descant ; and that the same priest or either of them, have not nor take, 
or require to have or take for his or their teaching, any thing, unless it should be freely and liberally given unto them by the 
friends of the scholars, or by the same scholars, by way of reward, without any former covenant or promise, except it be for 

*M. 13 and 22. 

j The last deed is dated as late as January 18th, 1546. By this Robert Pilkington, for a certain sum of money quit 
claims to William Hoolgill, clerk, and others whose names appear in Magnus' deed of settlement all right in the property 
above described in Appleton Gate, and in all lands and tenements which Thomas Magnus has purchased for the erection, 
sustentation and maintenance of a grammar school house (Domus grammaticalis) (M. 7). 

I Among those who gave aids for the War in France in 1544 are " T. Magnus, clerk. Archdeacon of Richmond, ;£200, William 
Hoolgill, clerk. Master of the Savoy ;£200." Letters, &c.. Vol. xix. Part 2, p. 171. 
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teaching to play at the organs ; provided that the six children after mentioned, be not in any wise charged for the same teaching 
or learning to play at the organs ; and the one of the said priests which teach grammar have yearly ;^10, and the other priest 
which should teach plain song, prik song, descant, and playing at the organs, ;^8, residue of the said ^18 ; which two priests 
should be at Newark aforesaid, continually abiding there to teach children and scholars as afore expressed. 

And that the said two priests and either of them, for maintaining of divine service, should every Sunday, festival-day, and other 
holiday in the which worldly occupation was prohibited to be used, be in the parish church of Newark aforesaid, at evensong, matins, 
mass, and procession, unless the same priests, or the one of them being absent, should have a reasonable and a lawful excuse in 
that behalf for his absence, and there to help to the celebration of the solemn divine service ; and that the said priests and 
either of them by all such time as they should have or receive the said wages or salary, should daily pray for the soul of the late King 
Henry the Seventh and Queen Elizabeth his wife, and the souls of others therein mentioned. 




LETTER OP Al-TORNEY 

I^etter of Attorney from Archdeacon Magnus, 
Robert Wharton, my true and lawful attornies, 
from John Markham, Knight, etc., etc., "full 
Bilburgh. Dated third day of June, 22nd Hen. 
gram T.M. 




SIGNED BY MAGNUS. 

constituting " the beloved of me in Christ, Robert I^awe and 
jointly and severally, to receive for me, in my stead and name, 
and peaceful possession" of property at Sandwaith, near 
VIII. Bears Magnus* signature and seal, with the mono- 



And if it so happen or chance thereafter upon any reasonable consideration, as the case and time should require, that 
it should be thought more convenient to make and ordain two temporal and laymen schoolmasters of the said schools, or either 
of them, than two priests, the said Thomas Magnus grants that like order should be taken with them, and to the same temporal 
or laymen, or one of them, as aforementioned, for the said priests and either of them : always provided, that if "priests could be 
had doing their duty as abovesaid, they should be suffered to have the use, occupation and exercising of the said two rooms, 
devised for the said two schoolmasters, before any temporal or lay persons. 

And the said Thomas Magnus covenanted that there should be six children chosen apt and meet to learn to sing, and 
they to be taught by the said master of the song school their plain song, prik song, descant, and to play at the organs so that 
their master and the six children every Sunday, and other festival or holiday, should be present and do divine service in the high 
choir of the church of Newark aforesaid, with singing and playing at the organs ; and the same children, six days in every 
week, that is to say every day except Friday, should keep our Lady's mass at the altar dedicated to the honour of our Lady, 
in the said church of Newark ; and every Friday, mass of Jesus in the place accustomed there ; and that the said masses, and every 
of them, should be solemnly sung with note and organs the Tuesday in Whitsun week, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday next after Palm Sunday every year only thereof forprised and except ; and that every Friday the grammar school" 
master and his scholars, two and two together, should come to Jesus' mass in the parish church of Newark aforesaid, and there 
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to be exercised in prayers, contemplations, reading upon books, or otherwise virtuously occupied, as the time and place 
required ; and also the same master and scholars of the said grammar shool every holiday should keep and be present at 
processions, and help in the said choir to maintain divine service as they conveniently could ; and that the said masters 
should see that such children as could not well sing and read, nor be convenient to come into the choir, should say their matins 
and evensong two and two of them together ; and after the same done, otherwise to be virtuously occupied, and to continue 
and be every holiday in the chapel called St. Nicholas Chapel or St. Nicholas choir, within the said parish church of Newark ; 
and the said master of the song school and the six children should nightly keep our Lady's anthem in the said church, in 
the place accustomed, and forthwith after that anthem done, another anthem of Jesus to be by them devoutly and solemnly 
sung afore the rood in the body of the church of Newark aforesaid, the same schoolmaster and children kneeling in manner and 
form as at the anthem of Jesus was used to be sung before the rood of the north door in the cathedral church of St. Paul in 
London, and in the college of Windsor, with like prostrations and devout manner. 

To every of the said six children, for their pain and labour aforesaid, the said Thomas Magnus granted that there should 
be vearlv given towards their meat, drink, and clothing, besides their learning. /I 6s. 8d. parcel of the residue of the rents and 
profits of the said lands and that parcel of the said £1 6s. 8d. should be employed upon cloth for a gown to every of the said 
SIX children, convenient for and after their statures, and of a convenient price, to be made not after the fashion of choristers 



or collegians, but after 
chapel fa.shion ; the 
said children to have 
their hair of their 
heads long, and not 
polled, honestly and 
clean kept by the over- 
sight of the master of 
the said song school, 
who should have the 
ordering of the said six 
children, as well in 
good and virtuous 
manner as in their 
learning ; the said 
children to be chosen 
and taken by the said 
master as he should 
see them apt in age 
and their breste for 
singing, all affection 
and favour of the said 
master inanywise put 
apart ; and that all 




and every of the 
six children aforesaid 
should enjoy the said 
poor reward of ^1 6s. 8d. 
so long as they should 
sing in their child's 
brestes. and abide with 
their said master, and 
do divine service in 
the said church, and 
not after nor longer ; 
and the salary assigned 
to be given to the 
said masters of the 
grammar-school and 
song school, and to 
the said six children, 
should be paid unto 
them in the said 
church of Newark, 
at four times in the 
year, by even por- 
tions ; to wit on 
the 26th December, 



the 2,Sth March, the 24th June, and the 29th September, or within eight days after every of the said days, by even portions, 
the price of the said cloth assigned for every of the said children to be parcel and deducted of the said £1 6s. 8d. 

And it was further agreed, that the vicar of the church of Newark, the two aldermen of the guilds of the Trinity and Mary 
Jfagdalen. in the said church of Newark, and the church-masters for the time being, should, before the feast of Easter next 
coming, appoint and assign an able and honest person to be receiver of the said lands, and to take and receive the rents 
and revenues thereof, and also cause the same person to be receiver of the said lands, tenements, and hereditaments, and at 
times necessary to view and see the said lands in what state the same tenements, at the time of every such view, should be in, 
to the intent, as need should require, convenient reparations might be made upon the same ; and that every such person so to 
be deputed and assigned to receive the said issues and profits yearly, at the days of the receipt thereof, or within eight 
days next after the receipt of the same, to deliver the same sums of money thereof, by him received unto the church-masters 
of the parish church of Newark for the time being ; and the same church-masters should pay the charges in that indenture 
specified, that is to say, first, the said /18, parcel of the issues and profits of the said lands should be clearly paid, as above 
said, to the said two secular priests or laymen, being schoolmasters ; and further the sum ot 4Us. at and for an obit in manner 
therein mentioned ; 40s. to the aldermen of the Trinity guild, otherwise called the alderman of the town of Newark, yearly. 
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towards the maintenance of his charge in the said ofl&ce of alderman ; 40s. more to two chantry priests for praying for the 
souls of the said Thomas Magnus, his father and mother and others ; the two last-mentioned sums to be paid yearly at the 
feast of St. Martin in winter ; all which charges were to be paid by the oversight of the vicar of the said church of Newark, 
and of the four aldermen of the said guilds for the time being : 



And when the said sum of money so yearly remaining over and above the charges aforesaid should amount to ;^40 or 
above, that then the same money so remaining over and above the said charges, andalsooverandabove the said ^^40, should be 
employed either towards putting of the said lauds in-mortmain, or to the church works of the said church of Newark, or to 
some other common weal as need should require, if so it should be thought necessary by the said vicar of Newark, the said two 
aldermen, and the church-masters for the time being ; which persons, and such as should be named executors of the testament 



of the said Thomas Magnus, 
should after his decease, have 
the ordering of his said lands 
and disposition of the issues 
and profits of the same as 
aforesaid, and to the intent 
above specified, and none 
otherwise. And the said 
Thomas Magnus covenanted 
that ;£40 in money, if it might 
be conveniently spared, of 
the residue of the issues and 
profits of the said lands above 
the said assigned charges, 
should remain in the said 
Treasure House within the 
said vestry, and that no part 
thereof should be spent but 
either for building, repairing, 
or defending of the said lands, 
and the money remaining and 
growing above the said sum of 
/40 to be employed and dis- 
posed in form aforesaid. And 
if the said vicar, two alder- 
men, and the church-masters, 
should not accord in what 
manner the said surplusage 
over and above the said ;£40 
should be spent or applied 
towards putting of the said 
lands in mortmain, or to the 




INTERIOR OF SESSAV CHURCH. 
(The position of Magnus Brass marked |.) 



church works, or the common 
weal of the said town, or to any 
other good use for the common 
weal, but be in variance for 
the same, then the said vicar, 
aldermen and church- masters 
should take unto them the 
eldest chauntry priest there 
of longest continuance in the 
said church of Newark, the 
said two masters teaching 
grammar and song for the 
time being, and two of the 
eldest men then being feoffees 
in the said lands, dwelling in 
the said town of Newark, and 
as the most part of them 
should accord the said residue 
of the said money to be em- 
ployed and bestowed. 

And it was further agreed 
between the said parties, that 
when and as often as any of 
the said schools should be void 
of the schoolmaster by any 
manner of means, the vicar of 
the said church of Newark, if 
he would be present, the alder- 
man of the Trinity guild, with 
the aldermen of the guilds of 
Corpus Christi, our Lady, and 
Mary Magdalen, in the said 



church of Newark, with the assent and consent of the more part of the feoffees in the said lands, within three months next after the 
same schools or any of them, should be so void of the schoolmasters, should have the provision and nomination of the said two school- 
masters, and either of them, as of necessity should be requisite. And after such agreement had of the nomination of any 
that should be schoolmaster of the grammar school, the same schoolmaster should be by the said vicar and aldermen, or two of 
them, presented to the warden of the Friars Observants at Newark aforesaid for the time being. And in case the same 
warden should find the same master to teach grammar to be sufficient and able in virtue and cunning, that then the said vicar, 
if he should be present, and the four aldermen aforesaid, or two of them, should show unto the said person so named to be 
schoolmaster of the grammar school, what should be his charge as above rehearsed. And if the said person should consent to 
the said charge and to observe the same, then the said vicar and aldermen, or two of them, should cause the same person to 
^c-ke a corporal oath in the form in the said indenture given, and forthwith the said vicar, if he should be present, and the said 
aldermen, with the more part of the said feoffees, or three of them at the least, should put the said grammar schoolmaster in 
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possession of the school there, by setting of him in his chair, saying the words therein specified [being an exhortation of some 
length as to his demeanour and duty in the place of schoolmaster]. And it was further agreed, that the vicar of the said 
parish church of Newark, if then present, the church-masters or wardens of the same church, and the four aldermen of the said 
guilds, with the advice and counsel of their good neighbours of the said parish of Newark, should have the provision, nomina- 
tion, and putting in possession of every such person that should be schoolmaster of the said song school, as often or when it 
should be destitute or void by any means. And that the like oath and exhortation should be done and used at the admission 
of that person as was before devised for the master of the grammar schools, changing the word of diversity of teaching between 
grammar and song as the case should require. 

Power was given to remove any master, and the indenture proceeds : — 

And further, the said Thomas Magnus ordained, that the master of the grammar school should compel his scholars to 
read and learn not only grammar and rhetoric, and other like virtuous things, but that either of the said schoolmasters 
should teach and inform their scholars in knowledge of the ten commandments, the articles of the faith, the understanding 
of the holy psalms and hymns ; and upon the holidays, every of the said schoolmasters to exhort and compel his scholars to 
resort and come to divine service, and to hear mass and sermons, when any sermons should fortune to be made in the said church 
of Newark. And the said Thomas Magnus further ordained, that the said schoolmasters should compel their scholars 
every work day in which the said scholars should be taught, to be in the school at six of the clock in the morning, or soon 
after that hour, and there to remain till it should be nine of the clock, and then to go to their breakfast or 
drinking, and to be in the school again at ten of the clock, and there to tarry till it should be twelve of the clock, or near unto 
that hour, and then to go to their dinners, and to be in the school again at one of the clock, or within half an hour after, 
and there to remain till it should be six of the clock, except times before limited for the said scholars to be present at masses, 
and the day in which the said obit should be kept ; and also excepted the afternoon of such days as the same scholars should 
have licence of their master to take recreation and disport in good manner ; and at the said hour, at six afternoon, the said 
scholars to depart from the said schools to their suppers, or other their business, also that the master of the grammar school 
and his scholars, at their first entering into the school in the morning, and before their departing at evening, should say and 
sing the several psalms, prayers and anthems, in the said indenture specified ; also the said Thomas Magnus ordained, that 
none of the said schoolmasters should be religious or beneficed persons, ofSced or stipendiaries ; but that they, the one teaching 
grammar, and the other teaching song, should only serve, attend and continue in the said schools, and at Newark aforesaid, in 
form aforesaid, personally, unless they should have any impediment by sickness to the contrary. 

This indenture was confirmed by the said Thomas Magnus by another dated the 27th of the same 
month, viz., six days after the date of the foregoing. 

By deeds of feoffment respectively dated 6th and 12th January, 5th Edw. VI., the premises were trans- 
ferred to new trustees, the survivors of whom, viz., Edward Seynton, and nine others, by deed of feoffment 
dated 28th February, 14th Ehzabeth, conveyed the same to Wilham Stanley, then alderman, and the 
assistants inhabitants of the town of Newark-upon-Trent (the then name of the corporation of Newark) 
to hold to them and their successors, upon the trusts before-mentioned. 

The corporation of Newark thus became sole trustees of the charity and so remained for many years, 
until a new scheme was created which vested the management in others. 

The erection of the substantial building which constituted the Magnus School was evidently pro- 
ceeded with immediately on the acquisition of the site in 1529, for the schools of Grammar and Song 
were in full operation before the close of 1531, as appears from the epitaph on the first Master of the 
Song School who died in 1573, and is described as having been master for 42 years. 

After thus founding and endowing his new school Magnus continued to serve in various public 
capacities both ecclesiastical and civil. He was present in 1531 in the convocation at York, and appointed 
the same year on the commission of the peace. In 1533 he was at Marylebone when Cromwell desired 
him to go to the Convocation at York. He replied, ' ' I have been no little sick with rheum in my head 



HISTORY OF NEWARK. 191 

and a catarrh fallen into my stomach but hope soon to be better and have sent for my horses from 
Notts. Years ago I was always ready when commanded but now my old body is clogged with infirmity." 
In 1534 he was asked to go again into Scotland, and on May 29th wrote for particulars of such matters 
as were to be committed to him, remarking that he would perform what was required " as far as my 
poor and old body is able to sustain it." The mission related to the confirmation of a treaty of perpetual 
peace which was declared at Holyrood when King James showed himself well inclined to King Henry 
" as Mr. Magnus can show." Throughout his Ufe he was a loyal servant of the King in all things, and 
absolutely obedient to his wishes. At the Reformation " hearing from the Archbishop (1535) that the 
King desired him to preach personally concerning the usurped jurisdiction of the Bishop of Rome and the 
King's title of Supreme Head, and also to command all ecclesiastical persons under him to do the same, 
he went to his Archdeaconry, taking with him an Austin Friar, who from the Archbishop's instructions 
and his information set forth the said two causes, justifying them by Holy Scripture and the writings of 
St. Augustine and other authors. He (Magnus) knowing what had been done in convocation and ParHa- 
ment, and having some intelligence of the King's pleasure, prepared a book of which he sent 140 copies 
to the ecclesiastical persons in his jurisdiction, that they might not plead ignorance, but have good matter 
to declare every Sunday and Feast Day in all their Churches. He found all men well inclined, and 
supposed there was not a more quiet jurisdiction than his Archdeaconry."* In 1536 when this quietude 
was disturbed by the rising under Aske, he took refuge with the Archbishop in Pontefract Castle and was 
there when it was surrendered to the rebels. He escaped without injury and after the insurrection took 
some part in the suppression of religious houses, and spoliation of shrines. The Duke of Norfolk, 
writing to the King in 1537, says he ' ' sends by the bearer all such things of gold as were on the shrine 
at BridHngton which he caused Master Magnus to take off when he was there to suppress the house. 
They are in two boxes sealed with the seal of the Duke and Magnus. " It is at this time that the Duke 
speaks of Magnus as " a good old man who is less able every day." In 1538 and subsequent years he 
served as one of the council of the North. It is curious to note his name amongst those who signed 
the report of the Council to the King narrating the proceedings at the York Assizes at which the Vicar 
of Newark (Henry Lytherland) was condemned for high treason. f On the ist December, 1539, he sur- 
rendered to the King the Hospital of St. Leonard (York) and its possessions, but was permitted to retain the 
dwelling-house, the grange of Benynborough and the fishery of Newton, worth £26 13s. 4d. yearly ; also 
£73 6s. 8d. and goods worth £26 13s. 4d.f His signature appears in 1540 to the judgment of the United 
Convocations of both provinces declaring the nuUityofthe King's marriage with Anne of Cleves. In 
1545 the possessions of the College Of Sibthorpe " as he had held them as keeper or warden," were granted 
to him for life with remainder to Richard Whalley and his heirs. In 1546 an Act was passed giving the com- 
missioners power to seize the Chantry endowments, and in 1547 Magnus saw the passing of another measure 
(the Chantries Act, i Edward VI.) which by finally suppressing Chantries guilds, obits, and the like, nullified 
some of the provisions of this deed and rendered necessary the appointment of new trustees, in the place of 
the guild aldermen ; the town aldermen and assistants constituting the new corporation taking their places. 
So many schools were "abolished or crippled " under Edward VI., notably that of Rotherham, that 
Magnus may well have felt some anxiety as to his own foundation, but fortunately it had no such direct 
association with the Chantries and escaped unscathed. Magnus spent his declining days at Sessay, near 
York, of which church he was parson, and here, full of years and honours, after a Hfe of distinction and 

* Iietter from Magnus to Cromwell in " Letters and Papers," Henry VIII., Vol viii., 968. 
t Vide Vol. I., p. 301. X Letters, etc., Henry VIII., Vol. xii., pt 2., 623. 
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activity, he passed away on the 28th August, 1550. The old church in which he ministered and where 
he was buried was taken down in 1847 — 8. It contained, in addition to the beautiful brass to his memory, 
his rebus, an Agnus Dei with M thereupon ; above was his motto in the text, and the herbage was full of 
columbines. Describing in the press a visit to the parish we recently wrote : — " The desire was irresis- 



tible to ahght at 
Sessay, a station some 
five miles from Thirsk , 
on the main line to 
York, and to make 
a pilgrimage to the 
grave of the good man 
who did so much for 
Newark, and whose 
name willbe honoured 
amongst us for aU 
time. The present 
church is modern, 
consisting of a nave, 
chancel and south 
aisle, and near it 
are the parish schools. 
The village itself is 
a mile from the sta- 
tion, and the church 
about half a mile 
from the extreme end 
of the village, which 
consists of one long 
street with substan- 
tial weU-built houses 
scattered on either 
side at rather wide 
intervals. The church- 
yard is entered by a 
lych gate, and every- 
thing visible around 
is of recent date, 
cation usually to be found on mediseval memorials, ' Jesu fili 
the foot of the figure is an inscription in EngUsh : ' Here lyethe 




THE MAGNUS BRASS IN SESSAY CHURCH. 
( Prom a rubbing by the Author, ) 



except a churchyard 
cross which stiU 
stands near the south 
porch. The chancel is 
small, and the Magnus 
slab with its brasses 
occupies the central 
part of the floor. It 
is kept scrupulously 
clean, and there is 
very little traffic over 
it, so that it is not in 
much danger of ever 
being worn away, 
though as a rule it 
is a good plan to 
preserve these relics, 
as the Fleming brass 
is preserved at New- 
ark, by placing them 
on the wall, where 
no foot can tread. 
The brass consists of 
seven separate pieces. 
The central figure re- 
presents Magnus in 
his clerical robes, 
with his hands joined 
in prayer, and above 
them the word 
' Jesus.' From the 
hands rises a scroll 
bearing the suppli- 
Dei miserere mei.' At 
Master Thomas Magnus, 



Archdeacon of thest (the east) Rydyng in the Metrepolitan Churche of Yorke, and parson of this 
Churche, whiche dyed the xxviii day of August, A(nno) Dni. MCCCCCL, whose soule God pardon.' 
Beneath the inscription is the shield of arms, and at each corner of the slab a columbine and Agnus Dei 
alternating. The arms are. Bendy of six, vert and gules, on a less or, a lion passant between two cinquefoils 
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gules; motto ' As God Wyll,' written above the arms. A century after the death of Magnus the in- 
come of the estates he had left had nearly doubled. In 1641 the rents amounted to £77, and £320 was 
received that year for a lease. As time went on the value was still further augmented and " in conse- 
quence of the great magnitude of the surplus applicable to the common weal of the town ' ' application 



was made to the Court of 
Chancery for a new scheme 
of appropriation. At the 
time of the inquiry, held 
by the Charity Com- 
missioners in 1828 the rents 
amounted to £2,380 15s. 5d., 
the disbursement including 
contribution to lighting and 
paving the town ;£290, 
salary of grammar school 
master £220, usher £50, 
song schoolmaster £105, six 
singing boys 4 guineas each, 
six low boys 2 guineas each. 




THE OLD SCHOOL. 



National Schools £150, and 
Newark Dispensary £150. 
Large sums were contributed 
' ' for the repairs and other 
uses of the church." In 
this year (1828) no less than 
£750 14s. 7d. was devoted 
to these objects. The 
Commissioners say : ' ' The 
allowance of £150 to the 
Newark Dispensary is the 
sole fund for the support 
of that Institution, • which 
was first established in the 
year 18 13 by voluntary con- 



tributions. The National Schools, to the support of which the annual sum of £150 is applied, are two ; the one 
for girls cost more than £1,000, which was defrayed by contributions from this charity, and those of Brown 
and Phillipot, with the aid of private subscriptions. Among other disbui-sements which have been made at 
different times to public uses in the town may be mentioned the sum of £346 towards the erection of an organ 
(in addition to £298 from Brown's Charity and £522 from Phillipot 's) ; £370 towards the purchase and 
taking down of houses on the Dry Bridge for widening that street, and sums amounting to £2,150 towards 
the purchase of the Vicarage house." In 1817 an agreement was made with the Rev. John Burdett 



Wittenoom, who was ap- 
pointed master on 6th 
October, 1814, to allow 
him £30 a year in addition 
to his salary in consider- 
ation of his undertaking 
to lay out £1,200 at least 
in building a new school 
house (in front of the old) 
and a new schoolroom, 
according to a plan to be 
approved by the Mayor 
and Aldermen. These new 




THE PRESENT SCHOOL. 



buildings (of brick) were 
accordingly erected and 
Mr. Wittenoom stated that 
he expended upon them 
about £2,500. 

For many years the 
income of the Magnus 
estates exceeded £2,000. 
In 1874, when the "Annals 
of Newark ' ' were written, 
the income was £2,508 
8s. 8d. It has now fallen to 



about £1,200. The follow- 
ing are the principal items of the General Account for the year ending June 30th, 1906 : — Receipts : To 
dividend on £1,861 8s. id.. Consols, £46 los. 8d., Education account — payment to make up loss of income 
consequent on sale of consols for education purposes £83 19s. od., one year's rental of estates £1,171 9s. od., 
arrears £31 8s. 6d., total receipts £1,333 7^- 2d. On the payment side, including £292 rates, taxes, and 
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tithes, ;fi09 repairs, alsosalaries and arrears, &c., the total was £649 12s. 3d., leaving a net amount of only 
£683 14s. iid., of \yhich five-eighths were devoted to the Education account (£427 6s. gd.), and three-eighths 
to non-education account (£256 8s. 2d.) The latter included reduced payments for choristers, parish 
clerk and sexton, repairs to the church, and £87 to the Newark Hospital. 



HEADMASTERS. 

The following is a list of the Headmasters so far as we have been able to ascertain : — 

15 — . — Magister Haryson, Informator Grammaticorum. 

This entry appears on the Trinity Guild Roll for A.D. 1541. This is so soon after the erection of the school that we 
may fairly assume Haryson to have been the first master. The endowment of the school was in 1532. In the will 
of Henry Caruebull, priest, late Archdeacon of York, made in 1512, he bequeaths to Magnus " a standying cup all 
gilted with dropes oppon it, " and "unto Maister Haryson, the lerned man xxs." This was probably the 
same gentleman. 

1545. — Magister Brokett, Preceptor Grammaticorum. 

This name is on the Guild Roll for 1545, and does not appear again. 

15 — . — John Reaner. 

On the Corporation minutes of 1595 mention is made of George Pell and Dorothy his wife, " daughter of Mr. John 
Reaner, Newark Grammar School master, deceased. ' ' 

1596. — January 12th. John Hearing, M.A. 

The Corporation minutes state ' ' that the day and yere above wrytten, in the presence of William Standish, 
Alderman, Christopher Jenesone, John Deathe, Anthonie Haslam, William Parke, John Burtone, Thomas Hartley 
and Christopher Thompson, being more parte of the assistant inhabitants of the towne and parishe of Newark 
uppon Trent in the Countie of Nottingham, John Hearing, Mr. of arte, was admitted, sworne and installed gramat 
scole maister during his life ; uppon his good behaviour and demeanour ; he to have for his wages and salarie 
everie yere xli according to the ordinances set downe by Mr. Thomas Magnus, founder of the said gramar 
scole and no otherways. ' ' 

1615. — Luke Mason, M.A. 

Mason was appointed at a salary of £20, and Matthew Mason his brother, usher, at a salary of ^10. 

1634. — Richard Poynton, M.A. 

He was of Christ's College, Cambridge, where he matriculated in 1619; B.A. 1622 — 3; M.A. 1626. Became 
master of the Grammar School at Mansfield, where he married, in 1628, Cassandra, daughter of Edmund Bee, 
mercer. Was appointed master of the Grammar School at Newark 9th August, 1634 (York dioc. reg. ) and was 
buried at Newark, 20th August, 1637. His widow in 1642 married Godfrey Ashe, of Chesterfield. 

1637. — William Marshall. 

In the Magnus accounts for 1641-2 is the item " paid Mr. Marshall, of the Grammar School, for his whole year's 
allowance iW." 

1642. — Richard Hallowell. 

1643. — i6th August. John Shore. 

At a meeting held in the Church of Newark, 16th August, 1643, before Christopher Wilson, Mayor, and the Alder- 
men, Mr. John Shore was duly nominated and elected schoolmaster of the Free Grammar School of Newark in the 
room of Mr. Richard Hallowell, deceased. — Corporation Minutes. 



1649. — Thomas Gibson. 
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1650.— George Hill. 
1^55 • — Benjamin Masters. 
166-. — Edward Leeds (? Lads). 

Dickinson, p. 339, gives the following document addressed to the chamberlain or receiver ' ' These are to will and 
authorize you to pay unto Mr. Edwards Lads, of the Free Grammar School, Newark, the sum of 46s. 8d., being 
money disbursed by him towards the payment of the usher over and above his salary and ordered by agreement 
to be repaid him. Given under my hand the 1st day of May, 1661, Charles Dinnis, Mayor." 

1663. — Walter Peare. 

1670. — Benjamin Willey. 

In Mrs. Jane Barker's " Poetical Recreations," 1688, in Part II., " By several gentlemen of the Universities 
and others," are verses " on the last Dutch War. By Mr. Benjamin Willey, sometime master of the Free School 
of Newark-upon-Trent." 

1674. — John Twells. 

In 1633 was published ' ' Gramma'tica Reformata : a general examination of the art of grammar, &c. Designed 
for initiating the lower forms in the Free School at Newark-upon-Trent." This book was dedicated to the Rev. 
Henry Smith, Vicar of Newark, and its author was John Twells, who according to a Latin inscription on " n 
large brass plate ' ' in the north aisle of the church, was Master ( ' ' Moderator " ) of the school for about 39 years, 
and died January, 1713-14, in his 61st year. The epitaph also refers to his grammatical works in terms which 
show that the book just described was not his only production. His son became Town Clerk. 

1714. — Rev. William Warburton, 

the Bishop's cousin ; was elected in 1714, in succession to Twells. The poet Gray, in his MSS., says that the 
Bishop himself was ' ' a schoolmaster at Newark." Perhaps he assisted his cousin. He was certainly a pupil both 
under him and Twells, but the greater part of his education seems to have ']been gained at Oakham. William 
Warburton, M.A., died in 1729, and his Latin epitaph was written by the B'ishop. 

1729. — David Hartley. 

When a very young man, supposed to have been not more than 22 or 23, practised as a physician at Newark, and 
was also headmaster of the school, but apparently only for a short time. The notice of him in the Dictionary 
of National Biography makes no reference to the headmastership. In after life he became famous as a 
philosopher, his "Observations on Man," published in 1749, gaining him the appellation of "the first meta- 
physician of the day." Coleridge was at one time such an admirer of the Hartleian system that he named his eldest 
son after its author. 

17 — . — Rev. Gustavus Broughton. 

On page 283 Dickinson speaks of the Rev. Gustavus Broughton, ' ' the School Master on the foundation of Dr. 
Magnus, and Curate of the church ; two offices which the traditions of the last generation induce us to believe 
he filled with reputation to himself and advantage to the publick." Dickinson gives the epitaph on the 
monument of a later Gustavus Broughton, who died in 1760, but supplies no dates of the School Master, only saying 
that he was ' ' the first of the name at Newark. ' ' 

17 — . — Rev. Davies Pennell. 

Vicar of Newark, 1778-1814, had been Master of the School. Verses by him are in Snarl's " Selection," one set 
written in 1753. 

1814. — Rev. J. B. Wittenoom. 

Shilton (i 319) tells us that in 1818 he "made numerous additions to the original building, by erecting a very 
laree and commodious schoolroom, converting the late one into a habitable dwelling, and raising an entirely iiew 
3uite of rooms in front, with many other contiguous improvements. ' ' Shilton also speaks of Mr. Wittenoom applying 
Dr Bell's mode of tuition to the classics, " and adds that "the Seminary now [in or about 1820] consists of 
sn'dav scholars besides 92 boarders." Mr. Wittenoom was requested by the Corporation to preach the sermon 
in the Parish Church on the day of the funeral of George III. in 1820. He subsequently emigrated to Australia. 

1838. — Joseph Cooke, D.D. 

A learned sdliolar and much esteemed master 
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1854 — June.— Rev. Herbert Plater, M.A. 

In response to their advertisements for a master to take up the work on Dr. Cooke's death, the trustees received 

no less than fifty-six applications. Six gentlemen were selected for an interview, and the choice ultimately fell upon 

Mr. Plater, a member of a family of Polish extraction, one of whom. Count Plater, an eminent statesman, was 

Prime Minister of Poland at an eventful period of her history. The branch to which Mr. Platei belonged came to this 

country about two centuries ago, and settled first in Suffolk and then in Kent. Mr. Plater's grandfather was an 

ecclesiastic, who amongst his varied memories, had a vivid recollection of 
5 the great cholera epidemic, and especially of an appalling incident — that 

of burying a victim one day and on the next oiSciating at the interment 

of every man who had assisted to carry the coffin. While the grandfather 

was rector of Whitstable the father became rector of Newchurch and a 

founder of Marlborough College. Mr. Plater was educated at King's 

College, London, and obtained an open scholarship at Merton College, 

Oxford. At the age of 18 he received a postmastership, and taking a 

lively interest in manly sports, desiring to possess ' ' a sound mind in 

a sound body," he became a great boating man. He rowed bow in 

the college boat, and never had a lower place than third. He was 
' very ill with fever just before the examination for his degree in 1849, 

but notwithstanding this drawback, he took second class Literis 

Humanioribus , his tutor being Dr. Ince, afterwards Regius Professor of 

Divinity at Christ .Church. On leaving the University, Mr. Plater was 

tutor to a nobleman, and on resigning this appointment he became a 

Fellow of St. Peter's College, Radley. He proceeded M.A. 1851, deacon 

1852, priest 1853, and was assistant-master of Marlborough College from 

1852 to 1854. Under Mr. Plater's energetic management the Newark 

School rapidly increased in numbers, and for many years there were 

from 120 to 130 pupils in constant attendance, the boarders including 

the sons of clergy and of Lincolnshire squires. 

The Fives Court, and the range of buildings on the opposite side of 

the street were acquired by him. Here, in addition to rooms, there were 

workshops and lathes, and a chemical laboratory. On his retirement 

this property was sold to Messrs. G. W. Ford & Son. Mr. Plater 
' accepted the living of Kirton, near Tuxford, in 1893, but was not 

allowed to leave without an expression of sincere esteem, and there was 

a large assemblage at the Council Chamber at the Town Hall on 

December 28th (1893) to present him with a testimonial. The Ven. 

Archdeacon Maltby presided, and speeches were made not only 

by the Archdeacon, but by Mr. Henry Broadbent, an eminent 

scholar, and a master at Eton, and Mr. E. H. Nicholson, M.A., J. P., both old boys, the former speaking on behalf 

of the boarjiers, and the latter representing the day scholars. The number of subscribers to the testimonial was 

229, and the sum collected ;£202 2s. 6d. A solid silver salver, a cheque 
for lllA 19s., a picture by an old scholar, Mr. Caparn, and a list of the 
subscribers engrossed on vellum by Mr. George Sheppard, Borough 
Surveyor, also, an old boy, were presented to Mr. Plater. The salver 
bore this inscription in Latin : "To the Rev. Herbert Plater, Master 
of Arts, who for nearly forty years has been Headmaster of Newark 
School ; this record of gratitude and affection Is presented by pupils 
and friends in the year of salvation 1893." Mr. Plater died at Kirton 
in 1899, on the eve of All Saints' Day, and is buried there. 

1893 — Rev. Edward Spencer Noakes, M.A., LL.D. 

Dr. Noakes, who was Headmaster from 1893 to 1904, was educated 
at St. Catharine's College, Cambridge, graduating in Honours 1899 
(B.A. 1899 ; M.A. 1893). He was ordained Deacon (Gospeller) at Ely 
in 1899, Priest 1891, and served curacies in Cambridge in the parishes 
of St. Andrew the Less, St. Botolph and All Saints. He was master 
in charge of the modern side of Perse School, Cambridge, 1889 to 
1893. In December, 1893, he was appointed Headmaster of the 
Magnus, and licensed as public preacher in Diocese of Southwell where 
he remained until 1904, when he accepted the living of Edale, Derby- 
shire. In 1907 he was appointed Rural Dean of Eyam by the Bishop 
of Southwell. He also acted as Examiner for Notts C.C. and Cambridge 
University Syndicate. During his headmastership the school was 
reorganised and provided throughout with new furniture, also 
A Gymnasium built. 

A Laboratory (Chemical) erected, and provision made for teaching 
Art Room built. [Physics 

Porch and Lavatory added and passage cut through house wall leading 

into porch. 

Partitions (movable) placed in schoolroom and a Rifle Club established 

During his regime Mrs. Fletcher founded an exhibition, and 

Alderman Earp gave a valuable site for a proposed new school. 

M.A. {ad eundem) at Trinity College, Dublin (1899) Mr. Noakes passed 

1903. On receiving the latter degree he was presented by the school staff 



REV. H. PLATER. 




DR. NOAKES. 

After being admitted to the degree of 
the examination for LL.B. 1902, LL.D. 



and pupils with an illuminated address : one of the most interesting functions during his Headmastership. Being 
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a powerful preacher, Dr. Noakes was in much request, atid his sarvices were freely given not only to Newark Parish 

Church, but on special occasions to many of the neighbouring churches. He was also a welcome guest and speaker 

at public functions. On his resignation of the Headmastership, Dr. 

Noakes was the recipient of a handsome silver rosebowl from the school ; ^ "i^'.J t'""-< 

a silver cake-basket from his old boys ; and a large silver salver from ><SwSK. ' • '^'h 

members and congregation of the Parish Church. Dr. Noakes, who .^^hbw ^ dA« 

was held in high esteeiA, spent eleven of the bsst years of his life .,^HKj^^flwte>v '- '^ 

in Newark, -and the town must long be indebted to him for his able, ^^HPWWPi^^"'^i" * 

energetic and valuable services. 

1904 — Mr. E. A. Menneer, M.A. 

Mr. E. A. Menneer, M.A., succeeded Dr. No ikes. He was born at 
Torquay, Devonshire, and is the son of the late Headmaster of Torre 
College, Torquay. He was at Rugby under Dr. Percival, Bishop 
of Hereford, formerly Headmaster of that famous school. At Rugby 
he was scholar, and leaving exhibitioner in (1) modern languages, 
and (2) general proficiency, 1832-1895. On proceeding to Corpus 
Christi College, Oxford, he gained a first-class in Classical Moderations, 
and first-class in Literae Humaniores, B.A. in 1899, and M.A. in 1902. 
He was assistant master at Winchester College in 1899, assistant 
master at Chelteahara College 1900-1903, and assistant master at the 
Royal Naval College. Osborne. He was one of the first members at its 
inauguration in 1903 as part of the new Naval scheme, and was 
entrusted with the organisation of the history and English teaching. 
Mr. Menneer is a communicant member of the Church of England, but 
is not in orders. He was born in 1876. 
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EMINENT ALUMNI. 

William Chappell, Bishop of Cork and Ross (1582-1649). Born at Laxton in this county ; said to have 
received his early education at Newark School, one of Milton's tutors at Christ College, Cambridge. 
Buried in Bilsthorpe Church, Notts. ; monument to him and his brother John erected by Richard Sterne, 
Archbishop of York. (Dictionary of National Biography does not mention Newark School). 

Rev. Francis Tallents, born at North Wingfield, Derbyshire, Nonconformist divine (1619-1708) ; 
previously at Mansfield School, controversial writer, and author, or editor of ' ' View of Universal His- 
tory." Died at Shrewsbury. 

Thomas White, Vicar of Newark, and Bishop of Peterborough ; died 1698. One of the ' ' Seven 
Bishops." Charitable benefactor to Newark, and donor of the Church library. 

Rev. William Stukeley, M.D., antiquary (1687-1765). In after hfe much at Newark, and a diligent 
investigator of its early history. 

William Warburton, Bishop of Gloucester, a native of Newark (1698-1779). (See later chapter on 
Worthies.) 

Robert Taylor, M.D., a native (1710-1762). Physician in Ordinary to George II. Buried at Win- 
thorpe. The Latin inscription on his father's monument in Newark church is from his pen. 

Major John Cartwright, Nottinghamshire Militia (1740-1824). A native of Notts. ; political reformer 
and writer, and opponent of slavery. Statue erected in front of the house in Burton Crescent, London, 
where he died. " One of the most generous-minded public men of his time." (Dictionary of National 
Biography.) 
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The Rev. Frederick Heppenstall, M.A., was born in March, 1835. He went to Cambridge when about 
19 years of age, having taken a scholarship at Newark School. He entered at St. John's College, Cam- 
bridge, and became foundation scholar and prizeman of his college. In 1858 he took his degree in the 
first-class of the classical tripos. He was also a senior optime in the mathematical tripos. He afterwards 
added to these honours by taking a first-class in the theological tripos. He was for some time headmaster 
of the Grammar School at Cambridge, and in 1875 was appointed headmaster of Sedburgh Grammar 
School, Yorkshire. He died at Newark on July 31st, 1879, and was buried in Newark Cemetery. 

Gonville Bromhead, V.C, of the 2nd South Wales Borderers, was born in 1845, entered the army in 
1867, and was promoted to be lieutenant in 1871. He served with his regiment in the*South African War 
in 1877, in the Zulu War of 1879, and took part (as second in command to Lieut. Chard, of the Royal 
Engineers) in the gallant and successful defence of Rorke's Drift on the 22nd and 23rd January, for which 
service he was mentioned in despatches, promoted to be captain and brevet major and won the 
Victoria Cross. When the news reached England of the great disaster to British arms at Isandula, the 
painful excitement of that day was relieved by the report of the brave defence of Rorke's Drift. Of 
this gallant feat Lord Beaconsfield said, ' ' The conduct of those 80 men who for twelve hours in a 
forlorn hope kept at bay 4,000 of the enemy and ultimately defeated and repulsed them, proves to 
us that the stamina of English soldiers is not diminished or weakened," and his Lordship paid a warm 
tribute to the two young officers who conducted the defence and to whose fine example and gallant 
behaviour the general in command attributed its success. Major Bromhead was a member of an old 
Lincolnshire family, whose home is at Thurlby Hall, near Lincoln, and on his return home after the 
Zulu War, he was presented at the Masonic Hall, Lincoln, with a jewelled sword and an illuminated address. 
He subsequently served with distinction in the Burmese Expedition (1885-8) for which he gained the medal 
with clasp, and died at Allahabad, in India, in 1891. 

William Newzam Nicholson, formerly Mayor and Member for the Borough ; known far and wide for 
his invention and manufacture of agricultural implements. (See " Parliamentary Representatives.") 

Ricard Forster Sketchley, B.A., was born at Newark, July 23rd, 1826, in a house nearly opposite 
the school. Both on his father's and mother's side he came of old Newark families, and his keen interest 
in the borough and its history was a dominant feature of his life. He received his education first at Newark 
School under Dr. Cooke, entering the school in 1835, and then at Kingston College, Hull, which was then 
under the direction of Dr. Cooke's son-in-law. Returning to the Magnus School he obtained an Exhibition 
and went to Exeter College, Oxford, matriculating Jan. 29th, 1846, and graduating B.A., with honours, in 
1850. In 1864, he was appointed assistant keeper of the Science and Art Department of South Kensington 
Museum, a post which he held for 30 years. As Librarian of the Dyce and Forster bequests, his scholar- 
ship was placed unreservedly at the disposal of men of letters all over the country. His literary work 
included the joint authorship with a college friend of a volume of verse ' ' The Flirting Page : a Legend of 
Normandy," " Notes on Newark," (a reprint of a lecture which he gave in 1859), a-nd more " Notes on 
Newark" in the " Newark Advertiser " for 1897-8 (already mentioned in references on other pages), 
but his greatest work, entitled " England's Hie Jacet," a remarkable collection of monumentary descrip- 
tions of famous Englishmen, with biographical notes, he unfortunately did not live to complete. He 
died suddenly at Seaford, Sussex, on i6th April, 1901, and is buried in the Cemetery there. An interesting 
life of him, paying a warm tribute to his abihty as a scholar and to his attributes as a Christian gentleman 
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(which all who knew him well will cordially endorse) appeared in the Grammar School Magazine, for July, 
1901, from the pen of Mr. T. M. Blagg, F.S.A., himself an old Magnusian. 

Reference was made in the " Advertiser " of May 20th, 1903, to the fact that Mr. W. T. Maude, 
the famous newspaper artist and war correspondent, whose death was announced in the London dailies 
was an old Magnus boy. His father was a former rector of Ancaster, and W. T. Maude and his elder 
brother were at the Newark School from 1879 to 1884. 

The Very Rev. Samuel Reynolds Hole, D.D.^ Dean of Rochester, was born on December 5th, 1819, at 
Caunton Manor. His family had long been seated in Nottinghamshire, and one of his ancestors was vicar 
of Caunton in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Samuel Reynolds Hole was the only son of Mr. Samuel 
Hole— who died at the age of ninety — by his marriage with Mary, daughter of Mr. Charles Cooke and 
sister of Dr. Cooke, the Headmaster of Magnus School. Being an only son, he confessed : "I had 
been systematically spoiled and trained to be a nuisance, and I was sent to a preparatory school for very 
small boys, which was kept by an excellent old lady, Mrs. Gilbey, in the town of Newark-on-Trent." 
Thence he went when old enough to the Newark Grammar School, up the street some few hundred yards 
away. Of these early school days he had a rare fund of humorous recollections. ' ' How the old days 
come back to me," he said in one of his Newark speeches — the admirable speech he made on the occasion 
of the opening of the Castle Gardens — ' ' when my mother took me to my first school in Appletongate — 
Mrs. Gilbey's. I well remember they were playing at ninepins, and I, a spoilt child, interfered with the 
game. They resented it, and I threw the king of the ninepins with great precision at Mr. Charles Gilbey's 
head. How well I recollect what a naughty boy I was, and they put me in the cellar. After I had been 
there a short time I went to the top of the steps, and shouted through the keyhole, ' You can do as you 
like about letting me out, but I've turned the tap of the beer barrel.' Dear Mrs. Gilbey, I shall ever 
respect her as long as I live for her wise head and kind heart — -and her stout arm. Bishop Warburton 
wrote of the delightful rambles he had enjoyed round Newark, and I think I- have been over almost every 
hedge and over or into every ditch about the place. How well I remember my first cigar, bought for 
three-halfpence at the corner of Kirkgate. What a noble spirit an Englishman has. He never knows 
when he is beaten, or he would never smoke a second cigar." 

On another occasion, that of a complimentary banquet given at the Town Hall to his nephew, Mr. 
S. K. Marsland, at the close of his Mayoralty ia November, 1891, the Dean said : — 

I never return now to this dear old place so honoured in her history without going back to the happiest days of my 
life, the days of childhood and of boyhood. I go down Appletongate, and I turn into a narrow entry, and I am once more in 
the old school to which I first came. I was talking some months ago with a man who was then my dear bishop, now the 
Bishop of Winchester, and I happened to say to him that I remembered the time when I was in the Middlegate of Newark- 
upon-Trent and saw Mr. Gladstone on his canvass there for election. The Bishop said, ' ' Well, that is strange, so far away 
as we are now, because I saw him chaired after the election." I said to him, "How came it that you, at so long a distance 
from Newark, should have been there at that time ? " " Well, ' ' he said, ' ' there was a dear old lady at Newark who took 
little boys about six or seven who were getting too much for their parents and educated them — Mrs. Gilbey." And the 
dear old lady little thought that in Master Thorold and Master Hole she had two pupils, one of whom would be a Bishop, and 
the other one who might have been, but subsided into a Dean. (Cheers.) I recall the days as if they were yesterday, though 
it is sixty years since, when I sat next Mr. Gilbey, who was parish overseer, at breakfast, and saw him with yearning eye 
take his breakfast every morning of frizzled bacon — (laughter) — and I thought at that time, in my little mind, that if ever 
the period arrived in my life that I had a sufficient income to justify me in having frizzled bacon for breakfast, there would be 
little left in this world to wish for. (I/jud laughter.) I remember how we went to the Priary opposite, long before it was 
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occupied by my dear old friend on my left — Mr. Henry Branston. (Cheers. ) I,ong before it was occupied by Mr. Brodliurst. 

I visited Mr. Rastall, who was a friend of my father's, and I remember well how he used to air his love of romance upon 

us and tell us little boys stories that filled us with amazement. One of them was to the effect that he was once in Ireland 

and lost his way. He had to cross a stream, which was too broad to jump, and he did not like to wade or swim. But 

presently he saw a large pike disporting on the top of the water, and taking a jump, he with one leg alighted on the back of 

the pike, and was over in a moment. (Laughter.) Passing down Appletongate we came to Mr. Eggleston's nursery, which 

well supported the title of Apple-ton, for he had a splendid orchard. We paid 6d., and ate as many as we liked, but pocketed 

none. Ah ! the beautiful digestion of boyhood when we do not know what digestion means. (Laughter.) On we went to look 

through the gates of that magnificent palace of Mr. Sykes, with all its treasures, and in sporting phrase, if I may, as a Uean, use 

such words, the palace of Aladdin was ' ' not in it. ' ' (Laughter. ) Then we come to the dear old Grammar School, scarcely altered from 

what it was in my boyhood days, when I stood under the arch of the door many and many a time, in sorrow that I had nothing to 

spend on those tempting baskets that vised to be bro tight, (Laughter.) I once told Charles Dickens that I thought I had 

paid him the greatest compliment that he had ever received, and when Dickens, who was, perhaps, the greatest novelist of 

this century — no ; I will not say the greatest, for I cannot yield the claims of Sir Walter Scott, but the most popular writer 

in our time — when he asked me what it was, I told him that when I was a boy at Newark School, and had sixpence a week, 

I sived a. shilling every month to buy Pickwick. (Cheers.) And he said it was one of the most delightful compliments 

he had ever had. (Cheers.) Ah! the dear school! I am afraid that sometimes in our mirth we were a little mischievous. 

It was not very kind for instance, to send a boy early in the morning to the lodgings of the second master, somewhere on 

the Hawton Road, to tell the landlady that her lodger wished, as he was going to bring the headmaster to breakfast, to have his 

rooms thoroughly cleaned and the carpets shaken, (Laughter.) It was not nice because when he went home he found 

his rooms upset and the operation of carpet shaking going on in the street, and must have been very much disappointed. 

(Laughter). It was not nice, in the early hours of the morning to pluff plumstones at the window of old Greaves, the miller, 

just opposite the school, and then, when a white tasselled night-cap and white face appeared at the window — whether it was 

the moonlight or the flour that made it seem so white, I do not know — it was very impudent of us to tell him not to 

expose himself, and to assure him that if he would return to the bosom of his family all would be forgiven. (Laughter.) But 

retribution followed on the track of crime in the form of Jlr. Greaves coming to my uncle, Dr. Cooke. And then I saw a. 

dark picture in the foreground, a dark picture of that beautiful song "Anna virumque cano," or as the boy translated it, 

"The armed man and the cane." (Laughter.) Well, I have no doubt I deserved my share of the caning, and I think my 

dear uncle, whom I loved and honoured very much, added a little supplementary caning to show that there was no favouritism, 

which made a pleasant impression on the other boys, but did not leave a pleasant impression on me. There was wailing 

of voice and wheals on the back. (Laughter.) But things are entirely changed to-night in the relationship of the uncle to 

the lad. I do not appear to inflict the cane, but with a joyous heart to witness the sympathy and confidence you show to-night 

in my sister's son. (Cheers.) 

The return of Mr. Gladstone as member for Newark was one of the Dean's most vivid youthful 
recollections, and he relates how when the adherents of the defeated candidate, Serjeant Wilde, 
paraded the town at night with music and torches, the boys at the Grammar School threw open 
the windows of their dormitories and shouted "Red for Ever!" an injudicious manifestation of 
political opinion which was followed by the instant breaking of the windows by a volley of stones 
from the " Blues." It was most probably while at school that young Reynolds Hole was confirmed, 
for he notes in his "Memories," "My first recognition of dignitaries is of Archbishop Vernon- 
Harcourt, who confirmed me at Newark — a tall aristocratic man in a wig which became him well." 

On leaving the Magnus School the future Dean entered Brasenose College, where he took his de^^ree 
in 1844, and was ordained by Bishop Kaye, of Lincoln, in the same year to the curacy of Caunton. He 
worked as curate for the next six years, when he became vicar of the parish — a position which he retained 
for the next thirty-seven years. In 1861 he married Caroline, daughter of the late Mr. John Francklin, 
of Gonalston, Notts. 

A meeting with John Leech was his introduction to literary society. They came together at a 
neighbour's once when Leech had run down to the Midlands for a day with the Belvoir Hounds ; and 
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thenceforward Hole found him in jokes—' ' proud to play jackal to such a lion." It was not long before 
Leech took him to dine at the weekly dinner of ' ' Punch ' ' in Bouverie Street, and he was made an 
honorary' member of the mess — a compliment only offered once before to a favoured guest. Then he went 
with Leech on the famous " Little Tour in Ireland," of 1858, and the clever book he wrote to carry the 
artist's illustrations assured him a welcome in all literary circles. This friendship with Leech he has 
qualified as the dearest of his hfe ; and it was he who, " as best he could," said the burial service over 
Leech's grave. 

sweet fragrance without 
a silent and earnest 
thanksgiving to Him 
' whose breath perfumes 
them, and whose pencil 
paints.' " 



In addition to his 
preaching and lecturing, 
while at Caunton the 
Dean devoted much time 
to his favourite pursuit 
of gardening, and wrote 
many dehghtful articles, 
notably, " A Gardener's 
Holiday in the Vale of 
Belvoir," in which is 
an appreciation of the 
glories of the Belvoir 
Gardens. " I must re- 
luctantly leave these 
beautiful grounds, in 
which nature and art 
(I quote with all rever- 
ence) have kissed each 
other. Who, indeed, 
could think or speak 
irreverently amid so 
much that is pure and 
lovely, amid so many 
gracious proofs of an 
infinite power ; who could 
gaze upon these exquisite 
creations and enjoy their 
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' ' A Book on Roses' ' 
appeared in 1869, and 
ran through ten editions 
before a cheaper was put 
upon the market. By 
this time, it has run 
through many more, 
selling wherever the lan- 
guage prevails. Its 
technical knowledge is 
racily enriched with nat- 
ural poetry and sentiment 
and the sparkle of wit. 
The opening sentence 
indicates the spirit of 
the author : "He who 
would have beautiful 
roses in the garden must 
have beautiful roses in 
his heart. ' ' 



In 1873 he was made Rural Dean of Southwell, and two years later Prebendary of Lincoln Cathedral, 
having meanwhile become a fine extempore preacher, and one of the happiest, most impressive, and 
most humorous speakers in the country. His oratorical powers caused him to be in great demand. The 
restoration of his own church at Caunton was a memorable event, and he preached at the re-opening 
of Wellow Church, in 1878, and at the restoration of South Normanton Church, and at many similar 
functions throughout a great number of years. ' 'Over 400 churches have echoed to his voice from Land's 
End to John o' Groat's" ; he delivered upwards of 50 sermons in St. Paul's Cathedral as select preacher, 
and served as select preacher to the University of Oxford. He lectured in this county on ' ' The Vulgar 
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Tongue," dealing with its use and abuse, and treating it throughout in a most amusing and instruc- 
tive way. Another local lecture, which gave equal delight, was on "Nottinghamshire Worthies," 
in which he gave an outline of the eminent men of our county, a subject which Mr. Cornelius Brown, 
who had the honour to enjoy his friendship, subsequently took up and dealt with in a large quarto volume, 
to the next edition of which many notable additions will have to be made. The Dean was always 
devotedly attached to his native shire, and did much to encourage a kindred spirit in others, knowing 
well that the love of home and" the desire to be a credit to it, is ever an incentive to honourable exertion. 
The Scotch have this feeling to a pre-eminent and creditable degree, and the Thoroton Society and the 
London-Nottinghamshire Society should help to stimulate and develop it in this famous county- 

In 1880 he published his " Hints to Preachers," which had a good reception, and embodied 
the results of much thought and experience. In 1883 he became chaplain to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury ; in 1885-6 was a select preacher at Oxford, and about this time acted 
as proctor of the Lincoln diocese and for the Archdeacon of Southwark. Then in 1887 
there came the crowning honour, and Reynolds Hole was made Dean of Rochester. Archbishop 
Temple said of him at a social gathering that he was ' ' the very best type of dean — a literary 
man, a portly man, a popular man, a good rider, an excellent preacher, a born humorist, while he was the 
greatest admirer and best judge of the sweetest of flowers." He was in his sixty-eighth year when he 
took up his work at Rochester, but his powers were at their best. His Congress addresses to working men 
which they crowded to hear, and heard with continual cheers and laughter and gratitude, have never in 
their kind been equalled. His heart was in nothing more completely. He had lived and worked so long 
among the artisans and labourers of Nottinghamshire that he was "convinced," as he said, "that 
no section of the community has a more appreciative respect for honesty, justice, and truth than the 
genuine working man." 

While he won upon the general public with his good humour, sturdy Christianity and vigorous 
common sense. Dean Hole's literary standing was much enhanced in 1892 by the pubhcation of his 
dehghtful first volume of " Memories " and by " A book about the Garden." Than the " Memories " 
there is no livelier or more charming book of the kind ; yet the ' ' More Memories ' ' of two years later 
hardly feU short of its excellence. In 1894, too, he pubhshed a collection of his " Addresses to Working 
Men," and subsequently another volume of notes and recollections. 

This literary output was accompanied by great activity in his office. The restoration of Rochester 
Cathedral, fallen into decay during the years of agricultural depression, engaged his largest share of 
energy. In ten years he raised £7,000 for the west front — ^£500 of it by a lecturing tour of 15,000 miles 
in America, which, undertaken at 75, resulted in another breezy book — and went on gallantly to find more.* 
In the midst of all his labours and successes he never lost touch with Newark, or missed an opportunity 
of coming among his old neighbours in the ancient town. As he said in his magnificent speech at the 
opening of the Castle Gardens, ' ' It may have been the Eltavona of the Romans, or the Sidnacester of 
the Saxons, but it is dear old Newark to me." Full of years and honours the good Dean passed away at 
Rochester on the 27th August, 1904, and was buried in Caunton Churchyard. Both at Rochester and 
at Caunton there are beautiful memorials to his memory. 



Amongst eminent "old boys" still living may be mentioned Lord Hawke, the famous Yorkshire cricketer, 
Mr. Henry Broadbent, now House Master at Eton, who went from Newark School to Oxford, literally 

* Vide an excellent biography in the " Nottingham Daily Guardian " at his death. 
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carried all before him, gained a fellowship at Exeter College, First Class Moderations, First Class Final 
Schools, The Craven Scholarship, The Derby Scholarship, The Chancellor's Prize for Latin Essay, and a 
very notable honour — The Ireland ; Mr. James Gresham, eminent inventor (see " Worthies ") ; Mr. J. G. 
Branston, J. P., C.C, ; Mr. E. H. Nicholson, M.A., J. P., who took high University honours, including 
Second Class Moderations, Oxford, and Second Class Final Schools, for some time Lieut .-Colonel of Notts. 
Volunteers ; his brother, Mr. William Nicholson, the well-known artist, Mr. T. M. Blagg, F.S.A. ; 
and many others who occupy honourable positions as clergymen, barristers, doctors, architects, and 
proprietors of important business concerns. 

A very interesting gathering of ' ' Old Boys ' ' took place at the Town Hall, on December 13th, 1899, 
the Committee consisting of : — Mr. E. H. Nicholson, J. P. (chairman), the Very Reverend the Dean of 
Rochester, D.D., the Rev. J. Tinkler, the Rev. E. Spencer Noakes (Headmaster), Lord Hawke, Messrs. 
B. E. Baily, Thomas Bradley, J. P., W. Bradley, G. H. Branston, J. P., F. Broadbent, W. G. Dunn, 
F. B. Foottit (Borough Coroner), James Gresham, J. P., H. W. Heppenstall, H. Harrison, James Hole, J. P., 
J. Scrope Hutchinson, H. P. Job, J. P. Nicholson, C. L. Quibell, J. T. Pratt and C. J. Ridge, Mr. J. R. Hirst 
being secretary, assisted by Mr. G. Scott Lowe. 

Mr. J. G. Branston, J. P., presided, and the guest of the evening was the Hon. E. H. Wittenoom, 
Agent-General for Western Australia. Dean Hole wrote : — 

Caunton Manor, Newark, October 3rd, 1899. 

Dear Mr. Hirst, — No one would enjoy more than I should the dinner of Magnus " old boys," but the distance is too far, 
and, in my 80th year, I am compelled to decline long journeys with sermons or speeches at the end. 

The way was long, the wind was cold. 
The minstrel was infirm and old. 

Sincerely yours, 

S. Reynolds Hoi,e. 

The speakers were the Chairman, Mr. F. Broadbent, Rev. W. J. Humble, Rev. E. R. Massey, Mr. 
Warwick, Colonel Nicholson, Mr. T. H. Smith, Rev. E. S. Noakes, Mr. F. B. Foottit, Mr. Wittenoom, 
Mr. T. Bradley, and Mr. Hirst. Mr. Wittenoom, responding for " Our Colonies," said : — 

He should like to say how much obliged he was for the invitation he had received to be present that evening. Unfortu- 
nately, he was not able to say that he was an old Magnus boy. Perhaps he wished he could say so. He had only learnt recently 
that he had a relation, a grandfather, who was Headmaster of the Magnus School from 1814 to 1829. That gentleman 
in the year 1829 went out to Western Australia, in the year in which it was founded, and was the first Church of England 
clergyman who ever landed in the Colony. He had associated his name with the development of that Colony to such a re- 
markable extent that they would find in the principal cathedral a large tablet to his memory. (Applause.) He (the speaker) 
was pleased to say, as one of his descendants, that his grandfather had left his footprints on the sands of time to such a degree 
that his name was well-known throughout those parts. (Cheers.) When he came to England a year ago he had not a 
relation living in the country, and no particular interest in any place, so he was very glad to know that now he could find one 
town in England on which perhaps he could concentrate some attention in the future. (I<oud applause.) It was a very 
singular coincidence that while his grandfather, the Rev. J. B. Wittenoom, as Headmaster of that school, was so much concerned 
in education, it had. been his (the speaker's) lot for four years to have been Minister of Education in Western Australia, 
and he had had the opportunity of importing from England one of the best men to take charge of elementary education in 
the Colony, who was doing some of the best work that could be done out there. (Cheers.) It had been a great pleasure to 
him to be there that night, and he was quite certain if his grandfather had been able to be there too and have seen that 
gathering, and had heard the remarks made about the school, and seen the splendid collection of representatives of it, he 
would have been very much gratified with the old school over which he presided so long. (Loud applause.) 

A second gathering of " Old Boys " took place on January loth, 1901, when the principal guest was 
again Mr. Wittenoom, now the Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom, K.C.M.G. The Chairman at the dinner 
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was the Rev. W. F. Humble-Crofts, M.A. Mr. Noakes, in the course of his speech, referred to the recent 
death on Xovember 30th, 1900, of the Rc%-. d. C. Bailey, Vicar of Dundee, S.A., son of the Rev. A. W. Bailey 
of East Stoke. Mr. Bailey stayed in Dundee during the whole time of the Boer occupation, holding 
services every Sunday, and having a day school for all the Enghsh children left behind. It was Mr. 
Bailey who buried General Penn Symons, and the I'nion Jack which served as his pall was raised over 
the church by Mr. Bailey to welcome the British troops to Dundee. Respected by the Boers, and beloved 
by the British, Mr. Bailey showed how an English clergyman could nobly do his duty in the midst of 
manifold trials and perils. Mr. Noakes, after speaking of the many spheres in ^^•hich old Magnusians 
had distinguished themselves, said : 

He should like to see put up in the school .some small uieinorial to the names of Bromhcad and Bailey. He thought it was 
a great pity that they lacked such memorials for boys to see and read and mark when coming to school, because such names 
must inspire them with sentiments of veneration, and determination for the future, as nothing else could. He would suggest 
that the ' ' old boys ' ' collectively or individually, .should put up a slight tribute to the memory of those who had gone out and 
upheld the honour of the country in other lands and 1 <y deeds such as he had mentioned. In his old school they had a .small wooden 
shield put up, on which were the names of boys who had distinguished themselves, with the date when they were in the school, 
and some appropriate motto referring to their deeds. One would say of each, Uromhead and Bailey : '' Pro patria non timidas 
mori." AVith regard to the past history of the school they were Ijetter acquainted with it than he was, and with respect to the 
future they could not tell what time would bring forth. They hoped that whatever was evolved as the years rolled on, they 
and their successors would be able to do the work as honourably and as successfully as those who had preceded them, and 
come what may they would still keep the motto of the school before them : ' ' Sicut Deus \'ult.' ' (Applause.) 



-MODERN (.tIETS AND ENDOWMENTS, 

Within recent years, and notably during the tenure ol office of Dr, N(xikes, the school received some 
generous gifts, ;\Ir, .\lderman Pratt, for many years Chairman of the Go\-ernors, bore the cost of the 

gymnasium, and the movable partiti(jns in 
I , the school-room, ga\'e carbines and targets 

I for the Riile Club, and a new flag and flag- 
pole, besides contributing libei^alU- to all 
Scliool Institutions. 




T 




MRS. FLETCHER. 



j In iS()7 Airs. Mary Fletcher, ot tlie 

Westlords, Cla]iliam Conuuon, sister of the 

late Sir William Gilstrap, Bart., placed in 

the liands of trustees tlie sum of /i,250 to 

found a scholarship, to be called " the 

Joseph Gilsti-a]i " sdiolarsliip, in memory 

of her father, who was ?iIayor of Newark 

in 1838, and always took the deepest interest 

in all municipal and educational matters in 

tlie town with which he was so long and 

The trustees are Mr, J. G, Branston, Mr, H, P, G. Branston, Major 

John MacRae-Gilstrap, and Mr, Robert Hodgkinson, and the deed of trust provides that the money shall be 

invested by them in trustee securities, which it is anticipated will always yield an mcome'of £36 a year. In 




josKrii i;,n.STK,\p, 



honourably associated, 
John MacRae-Gilstrap, ; 
invested by them in trus 
addition to this handsome benefaction, Mrs, Fletcher presented to the school a marble bust of her father. 
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executed under the supervision of Mr. Thomas Brock, R.A., from the original by Mr. WilUam Theed, R.A. 
Founder'sDay (July 6th) was chosen as a convenient and appropriate time for accepting at the hands of 
Mrs. Fletcher this memorial bust, and the presence of the estimable donor gave a special and unique 
interest to the happy occasion. Mrs. Fletcher and her esteemed nephew, Mr. J.G. Branston, J.P., jointly 
unveiled the memorial, and the Headmaster voiced the feelings of all friends of the school when he said : — 
" To our kind benefactress, Mrs. Fletcher, we owe our deepest sense of gratitude for the way in which 
she has come forward to help us. In looking over the lists of old boys, I was very much struck by the 
number who went some 20 or 30 years ago to the University from this school with the scholarship 
which the Governors were able to provide. During the last few years no such means have been at 
hand, and the town must therefore suffer. It is much to be deplored, but cannot be helped, as far as 
the Governors are concerned, unless some other kind friends come forward to help the boys who can- 
not go to the Universities, or places of higher education, to pay their way there. ' ' 

During 1902 special attention was directed to the desirability of building a new school of the most 
modem type, with more spacious surroundings, and at several meetings of the Governors the matter was 
discussed. In March, 1903, at a special meeting of the Town Council, the Mayor (Mr. Skerrett) announced 
that the costly difficulty of obtaining an adequate site had been met and overcome by the generosity 
of Mr. Alderman Earp, who had given about six acres of land near the London Road. His Worship 
also mentioned that Alderman Pratt, who had done so much for the school already, had started the build- 
ing fund with £500. The announcements were received with acclamation, and hearty votes of thanks were 
passed. A subscription list was opened and further donations, including a gift of £500 from Mr. James 
Gresham, brought the amount to about £1,600, at which it now remains (1906). Meanwhile Mr. Earp 
has increased his handsome donation by further additions, making the total amount he has expended for 
the purposes of a site £4,631 los. He has also promised a subscription of £2,000 if the scheme proceeds, 
and proposed to lend £3,000 more on mortgage. Plans have been prepared by Messrs. Sheppard and 
Lockton, and approved, for a noble block of buildings comprising school and schoolmaster's house, 
the main entrance being opposite Winchilsea Avenue. The estimated cost is about £10,000. Various 
questions have been raised by the Board of Education, which have delayed the necessaiy sanction for 
carrying out the scheme, and as we write the matter is still under consideration. 



THE SONG SCHOOL. 

Archdeacon Magnus founded the Song School " to teach plain song (without notes), pricksong 
(by notes), descant (musical composition), and to play at the organs." Mr. A. F. Leach, in his im- 
portant book, says : — " Of all the wealth of Song Schools which then existed outside the Cathedrals, 
the Oxford and Cambridge Colleges, and Winchester and Eton, all have perished except the Song School 
at Newark, which being a new foundation, or re-foundation together with the Grammar School of Dr. 
Magnus, escaped being reckoned as a Chantry, and has survived, though in a mutilated form, to this 
day." 

Whether the Song School was a new foundation by Magnus or a re-foundation we cannot say, but 
we do know that Song Schools were attached to religious houses at a very early date. ' ' Every large 
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monastery, hospital, cathedral and college had long had its room where the choristers and novices were 
taught their perfects and supines, together with plain song and organ to chase away the fiends and evil 
spirits and melt the heart to more devotion in the daily service." 

In the early schools there were frequently three departments, those of writing, grammar and music. 
In time writing became a separate and inferior study, but the twin masters of grammar and song con- 
tinued to prevail throughout the middle ages. In the foundation deed of Durham Grammar School 
in 1414, the two chantry priests were to be sufficiently learned to teach ' ' one of them a school in grammar, 
the other a school in song." What provision existed at Newark for a song master before Magnus's day, 
and how far music was taught in the school here before his time we do not know. The only bit of 
evidence we have met with is contained in a local deed, which describes Robert Kirkeby, as far back as 
1507 (when Magnus himself was young), as " a singing man." In this deed John Hopkinson, of Holme, 
gentleman, authorises Robert Baxter, of Newark, gentleman, to enter upon and deliver to Robert Howys, 
of Newark, baker, a tenement and garden in Northgate, in the tenure of Thomas Hill, labourer, and a 
toft in Osmondthorpe, alias Northgate, in the tenure of Robert Kyrkebe, singingman, according to the 
effect of indentures of sale thereof made. (Dated May 23rd, A.D. 1507.) Kirkeby was doubtless 
an excellent musician, but whether he was a teacher of music as well as a professional singer we cannot 
ascertain. Probably he was a teacher, for directly Magnus founded the Song School he placed him in the 
position of master, as the brass to his memory in the vestry of the Church testifies ( " in which rowme 
he was plaste by Master Thomas Magnus ye founder therof "). We may assume that so astute a man 
as Magnus would not have given Kirkeby the appointment unless he had excellent qualifications (and 
probably some experience) as an instructor. There could not fail, in so important a town, with such a 
splendid church and two religious houses, to be facilities for teaching singing, but it was Magnus who by 
endowment secured for centuries for the young people of Newark free instruction in music by providing the 
means to pay ' ' two secular honest priests, whereof the one should have sufficient cunning and learning 
to teach grammar and the other cunning and learning to teach plain song, prick song, descant, 
and to play at the organs, freely teaching and instructing all persons and children that would at Newark 
aforesaid come to school with them. ' ' Six children were to be chosen apt and meet to learn to sing, who 
were to be taught singing and organ playing, and who with their master were to be present every Sunday 
and other festival or hohday to do divine service in the high choir of Newark church. The salaries of 
master and children were defined, the latter being paid, "so long as they should sing in their child's 
brestes," (as noted in the preceding article on the Grammar School) and both priests were enjoined for 
' ' maintaining of divine service " to be regular in their attendance at the church services. Here again 
the similarity between the foundations of Archbishop Rotherham and Archdeacon Magnus is worthy of 
note. The Archbishop in 1481 provided that in his college at Rotherham there should be three masters, 
one of grammar, one of writing, and the third should teach a Song School, ' ' and further to find six 
choristers for the maintenance of God's service in the Church until their voices changed," at which 
time they went to the Grammar School. 

Who succeeded Kirkeby, the first master at Newark, we do not know, but probably Edward Manestie. 
The following entry appears in the Corporation minutes, under date 30th September, 37th Queen 
Elizabeth : — 
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1 hat the day and yeare above wrytten Edward Mauestie, late school mayster of the songe schol in Newarke-uppon-Trent 
in the Countie of Nottinghame, delievered upp unto the handes of Willm Standley alderman and the assistants of the same towne 
and paiishe, the setts of singing bookes belonginge to the children queiristers of the songe schol as followeth, alt which was delivered 
unto the hande and custodie of Geo. Pfyshburne now occupying the place of Songe Schol. 
Imprimis five violine bookes with blacke covers. 

,, songe bookes covered with parchment, 
four antheme bookes. 

two setts of Service bookes of four pts., viz. : viii. bookes. 
five mathringall bookes. 
eight setts of other olde bookes. 
five surplazes for quirristers besides one for the Mr. 
five quirristers' gownes. 

five violins, and there remayneth in Jlr. JIauestie's hands an antheme of service, which is written against and by him 
and is to be delivered to the alderman for the schol. 

The names of the quirristers now being in the Songe Schol : — Thomas Standishe, Geo. Armistrong, Thomas Parking, 
Joseph AUin, Wm. Marstone, Thomas Hutchingsonn, and that the day and yere above written Ud. Manestie hath abated Thomas 
Kingstone his apprentice two years of his service. 

On the 25th February, 1596, George Fishburne, gentleman, ' ' was admitted and sworn and installed 
Song School master during his life, upon his good behaviour and demeanour, he to have for his wages, 
a salary every year of VIII. li, according to the^ordinance of Mr. Thomas Magnus, founder of the said 
Song School, and no other wages.' ' 

In 1641, Thomas Kingstone became Song Schoolmaster. We then have John Hinton, appointed in 1649, 
who died in 1668, followed by John Barlow, who was buried 27th May, 1682. The next we meet with is 
John Spenser, buried 23rd August, 1731. In 1749 the name of Richard Justice appears as the holder of 
the office. On his resignation in 1751 we have Samuel Wise, who afterwards became organist of St. 
Mary's, Nottingham. Wise was a musician of considerable ability, and was the author of several 
meritorious compositions, including six sonatas for the harpsichord. Three years later, in 1754, we find 
Lloyd Ra5mor as Song Schoolmaster, who subsequently became organist of Lincoln Cathedral. Then 
came Marley, whose Christian name is not given. He resigned in 1758, and was succeeded by John 
Alcock, a son of Dr. John Alcock, organist of Lichfield Cathedral. As appears from a statement in the 
preface to a volume of anthems published by his father, the younger Alcock was only 17 at the time of 
his appointment. He held the post for ten years, and then went to Plymouth. In the Magnus accounts 
is this entry, under the date January i8th, 1762: "That the further sum," in addition to his 
regular salary, ' ' of three pounds be paid to Mr. Alcock as an allowance towards the rent of his house, 
the house belonging to the Song Schoolmaster being so much out of repair that it is not sufficiently good 
for him to live in." This quarterly allowance was continued till the completion of the Song School- 
master's house, for the re-building of which considerable sums were paid from the Magnus rents. The 
money, however, does not appear to have been very wisely laid out, for in much less than a century the 
new building became so bad that it, in its turn, ' ' was not sufficiently good for the Song Schoolmaster 
to live in," and hence the present residence, erected in 1866. 

Alcock was succeeded by Thomas Jackson in 1768, who died in 1782. He was the author of a volume of 
Psalm Tunes and Chants, including one for the Benedictus on a new plan. Then came John Calah, who 
after two years went to Peterborough as organist of the Cathedral there. He was a composer in a small 
way, his name being associated with a Kyrie or two of a not very elevated character. After him, in 1784, 
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came William Hunter, who is said to have shot himself in the old Song Schoolmaster's house. He was 
succeeded by William Brydges in 1802. Two years after his appointment came the scare of an invasion 
of this country b}' Napoleon Bonaparte, for which extensi^•e preparations had been made on the French 
coast. Volunteer bodies were organised throughout the country, and Newark was not behind in the 
mo\'ement. A regiment called the " Loyal Newark \'olunteers " was raised in February, 1804, com- 
manded by Lieut. -Colonel Thomas Thoroton, and of which \A'illiam Brj'dges was appointed adjutant. 
The long muster roll of the privates of the different companies includes the names of numerous townsmen 
of the time, and amongst them there is that of Joseph Gilstrap, father of the late Sir William Gilstrap. 
Happily, the services of this " patriot band " were never called on, Napoleon's plans being altogether 
baffled and overthrown. Brvdgcs died in 1835, and in the same year the appointment was conferred, 
after competition, on Edward Dearie, the umpire being Dr. Camidge, organist of York Minster. 

Dr. Dearie was born at Cambridge m 1S06, and was educated as a chorister Lit King's College Chapel, 
under the organist, John Pratt, a name well-known in connection with his adaptations to English words 



of selections from the works of 
Handel, Haydn, Mozart, and 
other classical composers . Prior 
to coming to Newark he held 
other appointments, the last 
being that of organist of St. 
Mary's, \\'arwick. In r836 
Dearie took his degree of i\Ius. 
Bac. at Cambridge, and in 1842 
proceeded to that of ^lus. Doc. 
at the same universit\'. He was 
the composer of several services 
and anthems, one of the latter, 
"Turn thee again," a clever 
composition, modelkd appar- 
ently on Bird's beautilul " Bow 
tliineear," gained the Gresham 
Prize m 1837. His most ambi- 
tious work, howe\'er, was his 
oratorio ' ' Israel in the Wilder- 



ness," which was published 
by subscription, and subse- 
quently performed with com- 
plete orchestra and chorus in 
Exeter Hall. Dr. Dearie resigned 
his post in 1864, and went to 
reside in London, where he died 
in 1891 at the almost patriarchal 
age of 84.* 

Mr. Samuel Rea}', Mus. 
Bac, Oxon, who succeeded Dr. 
Dearie, was born at Hexham on 
March 17th, 1822, his father, 
George Agnew Reay, at that 
time being organist of the Abbey 
Church of that ancient town. 
In early childhood young Reay 
exhibited an unusual aptitude for 
music, and when about eight 
years of age, his hither having meantime removed to Ryton-on-Tyne, he was admitted to the then famous 
choir of Durham Cathedral. On lea\ang Durham, he was placed under the care of the late Mr. James 
Stimpson, who at tliat time was organist of St. Andrew's, Newcastle-on-Tyne, with whom he studied 
organ and piano playing and the theory of music generally. Such rapid progress was made that, at the 
early age of seventeen, lie became organist to the late Rev. Tliomas GiUow, of North Shields. Leaving 
here he officiated for some time at St. Michael's, Houghton-le-Spring, and on Mr. Stimpson's promotion 
to Carlisle Cathedral in 1841, he was selected from several com])eting candidates to succeed his master at 

* For many of tlit-se particiilar.s we are iudebted to a little pamphlet on the Sons; Schcnjl, written bv Jlr. Reay 

and re-printed from "The Newark Advertiser." 
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St. Andrew's. Here, two years later, he had the satisfaction and credit of estabhshing in conjunction 
with the late Rev. William Dodd, the first surpliced and regular antiphonal choir formed in the north 
of England, outside a cathedral, with choral service and choral celebration, performed by an efficient 
staff of men and boys, the latter selected chiefly from the parish schools and trained by the young organist. 
In 1845, the offer of a considerably increased stipend induced him to accept the organistship of St. 
Thomas's, Barras Bridge, where he had the charge of a very excellent mixed choir. 

Two years later, after a keen competition with several candidates, the late Mr. Alfred Angel, of Exeter 
Cathedral, being the umpire, Mr. Reay was appointed organist of St. Peter's Church, Tiverton. Soon 
after taking up his residence in this pleasant town he turned his attention to the composition of the part 
songs which have rendered his name so famous, several of them, " Sweet is the breath of Early Morn," 
" The Clouds that Wrap," " The Dawn of Day," and others, having been written for the Tiverton Vocal 
Society, an amateur body of which he was the conductor. 

In 1854, Mr. Reay was appointed, again after competition, organist of St. John's Church, 
Hampstead, and later of St. Saviour's, Warwick Road, and St. Stephen's, Paddington. In 1859, he 
succeeded Dr. E. G. Monk (translated to York Minster) as organist and precentor of St. Peter's College, 
Radley, where there was a fine organ, a large choir, and an excellent cathedral service. On resigning 
this post, he became organist and choirmaster, under the late Canon Hornby, of the Parish Church, Bury,. 
Lancashire, famous for its choir and choral service. On the retirement of Dr. Dearie in 1864, Mr. Reay 
was selected to succeed him at Newark, and was organist of the Parish Church until his resignation in 
July, 1901 — a period of 37 years. He was also Song Schoolmaster on the Magnus foundation, a position 
he retained until his death. His great musical abilities, and his genius as a composer, won him a world- 
wide fame, and it is not too much to say that his name will last through some of his compositions, and 
notably through his glee, " The Dawn of Day," as long as English music is cultivated and admired. 
Perhaps the best list of his music is that given in the " Biographical Dictionary of Musicians," by James 
D. Brown (London, Alexander Gardner), comprising morning and evening service in F, six anthems,, 
and no less than twenty-seven noted part songs. Mr. Reay contributed hymns to Chope's Congregational 
Hymn and Tune Book," " The Hymnary," &c., and was joint musical editor with Drs. Gauntlett and 
Bridge of Dobson's "Tunes New and Old." Tunes by him also appear in Hymns "Ancient and 
Modern," and in the new Wesleyan Hymn Book. Mr. Reay died at his residence, Church Walk, on July 
20th, 1905, aged 83 years, and was buried in the Newark Cemetery. 

Mr. Reay was the last holder of the office of Song Schoolmaster, for on his death a new scheme 
was introduced for dealing with the endowment. This scheme provides that the Magnus Governors 
shall permit the organist and choirmaster of the Parish Church to use the Song School house and 
premises rent free, and receive £30 per year, so long as he resides on the premises and instructs the 
choristers of the Parish Church without charge in the rudiments of music, in singing by note, and in 
reading music at sight, and regularly instructs free of charge one boy, youth, or young man under 18 
years, or two if required, but not more, in organ or pianoforte playing. The residue of the income of 
the endowment is to go to the Grammar School on condition that vocal music is efficiently taught to 
the scholars in the School. The present Organist is Mr. \Y. T. Wright. 
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MAGNUS'S WILL. 

Whilst this chapter has been in the press, and since the footnote on p. i8i was printed we have 
ascertained that Magnus's will, though not in the same repository at York as that in which 
so many Newark wills are to be found, including those of Brown and Phillipot,* is in the Archbishop's 
Registers, and we append it from the Register of Archbishop Holgate (who, be it noted, was himself 
the founder of three Free Schools). The will is dated March 8th, 1549-50, and is characterised 
throughout by a spirit of piety, charity, and benevolence. No mention is made in his bequests of 
any surviving relatives, but it is interesting to note that among his trusted friends was William 
Phillipot, who was one of his executors. 

[REGISTRUM ARCHIEPISCOPI HOLGATE. fo. 95d.] 
Testamentum Thome Magnus, Archdeacon of Estridinge, defuncti.' 

In the name of almightie god, amen, I, Thomas Magnus, Archdeacon of Estridinge, in the Cathedrall Churche of Yorke, beinge 
in good and perfyte memorie stedf astlie trustinge in the faithe of our lord Jesu Christe, ordane and make|]this my last will and 
testament the eight daye of Marche, in the year of our lorde god MCCCCCXLIX and the fourthe of the reigne of my moost 
■drad Soveragne liege lord, Edward the sexte, by the grace of god of England, France and lerlandjKinge, defender of the 
iathe, and of the Churche of Englande and also of lerland, in earthe the supreme head, in maner and forme foUowinge : — 
First I give and bequiethe my sowle unto almighty god, humblie beseachinge his goodness not after his Justice but of his infynite 
marceye to accepte and take the same into his blisse everlastinge, and forasmoche as I receaved the holie Sacrament of baptism 
-within the parishe Churche of Newarke-uponne-Trent, in the Countie of Nottingham, I therefore, if I shall departe from this un- 
•certane life at my house of Sybthorpe, or nighe towardes thoose partes, I bequiethe my body to be buried in the same 
parishe Churche of Newarke, in the Trinitie yle, afore the myddes of the altar ther. And if I shall departe at Yorke or nyghe 
■thereunto, then I bequiethe my bodie to be buried in the Cathedrall Churche ther, as nyghe as couvenientlie maye be to the 
tombe of my lord Savage, who was my singler good lorde and Maister. Or elles my bodie to be buried in suche place as 
God shall calle me to his marcies accordinge to the will and discretion of myne executors. And if I shall fortune to be buried 
at Yorke, then I will that such convenient expenses be maid ther as is accustomed, after my power, honestlie, and the worshippe 
■of that Churche. And yf yt may be I will that a sermond be maide to the people to exorte them to leme to die, and soo to 
leve that they maye all waye be redie to die. And to him that shall make the same sermon 1 give for his pane and labor 
vjs. viijd. And albeyt I am not able to recompence the great goodness that at altimes I founden (sic) with my singler goode 
lorde, the erle of Wyltshire and lord Treasorer of England, I do send unto his goode Lordshippe at this tyme for a power 
Remembraunce [blank in original], full humblie besegeinge his good Lordshippe to accepte the same power thinge in good 
parte. Also I give and bequiethe to the curet of the Churche whereat god shall dispoose my bodie to be 
buried vjs. viijd. Also I give and bequiethe to Sir Robert Gibbon, preste, a blacke gowne as have oother myne 
owne prestes at the tyme of my buriall. Also I give and bequiethe to Sir William Fanshall, my parishe prest at bedall, a 
black gowne and v. poundes. Also I give and bequiethe to Sir Thomas Bame, my parish prest at Seasseye, a black gowne and 
V. poundes. Also I give and bequiethe to Sir John Walker, prest, a blake gowne and fortie shillinges. Also I will that all and 
■everie my servantes thereine attendinge and waiting upon me shall have sufficient blacke clooth for making a garment to everie 
of them, as is or shall be provided for by me or by myn executors, which I will in any wiese shalbe honeste boothe for large- 
nes and fyneshe, and so to be put in a dew order by the discretion of my sayd executors. And that they be kepte at meat 
and drinke at my cost and charge for the space of sex weeks after my buriall. Or ells everie of them to have for borde 
waiges eightene pence by the week duringe the said sex weeks. The Residew of my goodes not disposed I give and bequiethe 
to Sir Antony Nevell of Southleverton, in the Countie of Nottingham, Knight, William Phillipot, of Newark upon Trent, mer- 
chaunt, Clement Watson of Busbie, farmer of my benefice of bedall, and Edmunde Greneberie of Yorke, draper, whom I name 
and ordane to be myne executors, by them to be disposed and distributed in charitable actes as they shall seme and think good 
for the whele of my sowle and performance of this my last will and testament. And for ther panes and laboures to be sustened in that 
parte I give to everie of them v. poundes, and will ther costes and expenses to be hadd aboute the fulfillinge and performance 
of this my last will be borne and manetayned of my goodes withoute any charges imto them and every of them named myne 
Executors. And to thintent my said Executors may the better be aded and assisted by good Counsell in all my causes 
I full humblie .beseche the right honorable and my vereye good lord, therle of Sherewesburie, and president of the Kinges 
moost honorable Counsall establisshed in the northe partes, of his great goodnes that yt maye please him by waye of charitie 
to be supervisor of this my last will and testament, and for a power remembrance doo give unto his good Lordshippe a basin 

* The York District Probate Registry. 
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an(d) ewer, and that his Lordshippe and my said executors woU remember me accordinge to the greate goodnes that I trust 
verelie and dobte not is in them all. Thes present premisses I declare and woll to be my last will and testament 
concerninge the buriall of my bodie and the disposicon of my goodes as in manor is afore declared. In witnesse whereof to thes 
presens subscribed with my hand I have my (sic) sett my scale the daye and yere aforesaid, in the presens of Mr. Northe and 
Mr. Whyte, aldermen of the Cetie of Yorke, Mr. Garnet, parsonne of the Trinities in Gothoromgate and Sir Robert Haule 
parson of Sanctd Dyonesse, whome I require and beseache to bere wytnese of this my last will and te.stament when tyme shalt 
(sic) and I will that this shalbe reputed and taken to be my last will and testament, and all others my willes and testa- 
mentes heretofore maid shalbe utterlie voyed and of none effecte, any change therein mentioned to the contrarie hereof not- 
withstanding. 

Last day of April, 1S51. Will proved before Master John Dakin, I<L.D., by William Garnet and Robert Hall, clerks, the 
witnesses, and administration granted to the executors. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

History of St. Leonard's Hospital — The Benefactions of Brown and Phillipot — Letter from Brown to 
Wolsey — Phillipot's Will — The Jersey School — Minor Charities — ^Church Charities. 

St. Leonard's Hospital. 




jj]HE earliest benefaction which the town of Newark received of which we have any record 
was by Bishop Alexander (1123-1148), builder of the Castle, who founded and endowed 
a Hospital which he dedicated to St. Leonard. The Bishop is said by the chroniclers 
to have established Religious Houses by way of expiation for the erection of military 
strongholds, but at Newark, instead of a monastic House, he founded an institution for 
the poor, which remains to this day a prominent memorial of his generosity. A copy 



of the Charter of Foundation is preserved in a confirmation ' of 1418 in an ancient book in the Registry 
■of the Diocese of Lincoln, and this document . specifies that.it was established " near Newark," for the 
infirm poor, the expression "near Newark," meaning Northgate, which then constituted a separate 
parish, distinct from the town itself. The following is a translation of the copy of the Charter : — • 

Alexander, by the Grace of God, Bishop of Lincoln, to all the sons of Holy Mother Church, greeting and benediction. 
Be it known to all, future as well as present, that I have established a Hospital House for the infirm poor of Christ near 
Newark, and that I have appropriated as well for clothes as food from my own property, certain rents in money every year, 
"to wit, four pounds of established rents of the mills for suit at Newark and of the burgesses of the same town, and for pro- 
visions yearly 96 dishes (scutella)of corn* according to the Lincoln measuret that is to say, half of corn and half of rye and 
this for the peace and security of Holy Mother Church and for King Henry, and for the health and salvation of my soul and 
of Roger my uncle (patrui) Bishop of Salisbury, and of all our ancestors £md successors, brethren and kindred and bene- 
factors, and of those who have by their liberality contributed to the support of the house, not only the living but the faithful 
■dead, which things because we will them faithfully to be managed and kept, we have committed to the hands of Master William 
<;lemosinary of York, to be by him disposed of and dispensed. And lest in future, this our establishment anyone should 
presume to destroy or lessen (minuere) all our successors as much as in us lies for ever we have prohibited under pain of 
anathema. And I with my own hand have subscribed the same. Also I have added to the aforesaid rent of four pounds 
-from the tenth penny which falls to me from the same town of Newark, as that part for the use of the priest who shall have 
the care of the same Church, and shall constantly remain (that is to say) ten shillings (another MS. copy says 60 shillings t) The 

* Scutella — a little flat dish or salver. 
■f A dish of corn of Lincoln measure was about a strike. 

+ Additional MSB. vol. 24, 816, fo. 374-384; copy of condrmation by Bishop Henry by request of Hugh 

the keeper of the said hospital. ' 
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other part shall be distributed for the necessities of the infirm there. Also I have granted to the said . infirm , for ever, a 
tenth of the whole provision both in food and drink (except of wine) so long as I shall be at Newark, on solemn anniver- 
sary days but at no other time. (A grant of confirmation says "and at other times.") This (these things) I have 
subscribed and established in the dedication of the Church of St. Leonard and have founded to the use of the said infirm 
persons." > . 

, Such was the foundation and dedication by Bishop Alexander, and for some time thereafter we do 
not meet with any references to the institution so generously created. That it was firmly established, 
however, and fulfilHng the good intentions of the founder is unquestionable, for in the earliest allusion to it 
in the Corporation papers of the time of Edward L (1272 — 1307) the occupants are referred to as " the 
master and brethren of the Hospital for the sick poor." In this deed (undated) Robert called Brese 
grants to Wilham, son of Roger de Tolnaye and Emma his wife, a toft with its buildings in Middlegate, 
between tofts formerly Robert de Bosco's and Isabella de Glentham's ; to hold of the Bishop of Lincoln, 
paying for it annually to the master and brethren of the Hospital for the infirm of St. Leonard of Newark, 
sixpence, and to the said Robert one clove.* Another deed exists also among the Corporation papers 
whereby Wilham Dynve grants to Helisota, daughter of John Pride, of Kelme, his niece, a place of land, 
which he bought of John Duredent in Midilegate, of the fee of the Bishop of Lincoln, at an annual rent 
of 4d. to the Master and Brethren of the Hospital of St. Leonard of Newark. Witnesses, Thomas Lupus, 
Laurance de Egrum, John de Kelme,' Wilham de Spofford, Robert Heylow. Dated Easter, A.D. 1306. 

The Master of the Hospital at this time was Geoffrey, son of John de Newark, for there is an entry 
on the Assize Rolls of a complaint made against him and John Bond, of Balderton, of having unjustly 
disseized Walter, son of Ralph Perkyn of his free tenement in that village. 

In 1312 licence was granted by the King to William Durant, of Newark, to give two messuages and 
twenty acres in Neuwerk, Balderton and Houton ' ' to our beloved in Christ, the master of the Hospital 
of St. Leonard of Neuwerk for providing a chaplain to celebrate divine service every day in the church of 
the Hospital of St. Leonard, in honour of the blessed Virgin Mary and for the souls of the aforesaid William 
and Isabel his wife and Ivo, father of the said William, and the souls of their ancestors, and of all the faithful 
deceased for ever."t 

In 1323 there was a grant for life by the King to Wilham de Northwell, of the custody of the Hospital 
of St. Leonard, Newark, the temporalities of the Bishop of Lincoln being then in the King's hands. The 
writ de intendendo is dated February i6th, 1323. J This Wilham de Northwell or NorweU, rose to positions 
of eminence. In 1333 he was appointed to the Prebend of NorweU Overhall in Southwell Church, in 1337 
he became clerk or keeper of the King's Wardrobe, and in 1340 he was made a Baron of the Exchequer. § 

Here are two other documents of the period in which the Hospital is mentioned. On April 30th, 1363, 
an indenture was made the Sunday before Invention of Holy Cross, whereby Richard Prentis leases to 
Robert de Osmundthorp, a messuage at the North Corner of the Cokerawe : for five years : rent I2d. to the 
master and brethren of the Hospital of Neuwerk. Witnesses, Richard de Burton, Wilham Bekk, Robert 
Stuffyn, Reginald de Schepeye.|| On May ist, 1381, the Prior and Convent of Sempryngham leased to 
John de Byngham, smyth, and Matilda, his wife, and Thomas their son, their messuage in Castelgate, of 

* Vide Vol. I., p. 94. 
+ Rot. Pat. 5 Edwd. II. pt. 1, m. 7. I Cal. of State Papers, Edward II., Vol. VI., pt. 2. 

§ Wves of Notts. Worthies, pp. 51-53. || Corporation Papers, D4. 
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late held by Margery de Polay for 20 years : Rent 30s. to the said Convent, and 2id. to the Hospital of St. 
Leonard of Newerk. Tlie Prior, Cellarer,Canon, or any member of the Convent visiting Newark to have ' ' hos- 
picium sufficiens et honestum ' ' in the said messuage. Dated at Sempryngham, Wednesday, the Feast of 
S.S. Philip and James A.D. 1381.* In the Bishop's registers at Lincoln there is a license dated at Nettleham, 
14th June, 1349, from John Synwell, Bishop of Lincoln, to Thomas deSibthorpe, parson of Beckingham, to 
hold a messuage in Middlegate as of the Hospital of St.Leonard, extra Northgate, of Robert Harrington, 
Robert Lief, of Tuxford, and Wilham de Stokeham, a Chantry priest in the Church of Newark, to pray 
for the souls of Isabella Durant, WiUiam Sawsemer, and Matilda his wife. 

Some confusion has been caused by the existence contemporaneously with the Hospital of St. Leonard 
of Newark Of another hospital beanng the same name in the parish of Stoke, in which parish the Castle 
itself was situated for several centuries. Some have supposed that St. Leonard's Hospital was contiguous 
to the Castle, and that the references to it and the Hospital of Stoke are to one and the same institution. 
This, however, is disproved by documentary evidence, for while the house which Bishop Alexander 
founded is described in the hcense granted to Durant in 1312 as the Hospital of St.Leonard of Newark,^ 
the inquisitions taken at the same period relating to the other hospital, which we now know was 
founded by the D'Eyncourts, owners of Stoke property, invariably define it as the Hospital of St. Leonard 
of Stoke. Thus Dionisia, formerly the wife of Henry, son of John, " in my free widowhood and ability " 
gave to God and the Blessed Mary and to the Convent of Buhngton all that land which she and her husband 
had of the gift of Henry Bathe and Alice his wife, Henry Rufus, and Hugh of Coleston, in the burgh of 
Neuwerch, with all the buildings built upon it, such land being between the land of John Durant towards 
the east, and the land of WiUiam Lupus towards the west, to be held by the said Convent or to whomso- 
ever they should assign it, paying an annual rent for it of gd. to " the hospital of St. Leonard without 
the burgh''' of Newark . . for all services, customs and demands appertaining to the said lands. 
Witnesses, John Breton, then Constable of Neuwerch, WiUiam Paganus, WiUiam Lupus, Richard the 
priest, Robert de Bosco, William Blunde, John Durant, Lawrence Samson, Robert the priest, and 
many others. Geoffrey, Prior of Bulington and the convent of the same place granted to John de Hem- 
mingburg of Neuwerck and to Hawyse his wife, the toft with its buildings, &c., in the town of Newark, 
giving annually inter aha to " the master and the brethren of the hospital of Newark," eleven pence at 
three terms of the year, the witnesses being Geoffrey, the son of John, Robert Payn, Ysaya Payn, WiUiam 
Blund, Yvo Durant, WiUiam Cragge, John Codyngton and WiUiam Wate.J In 1350 WiUiam de Askebi 
had the Church of Elton and the poor hospital of Newark in the dioceses of Lincoln and York.§ His 
proper name was Wilham de Scoter, and he was the son of a priest. In 1391 the Prior and Convent of 
Sempringham demised to John de Bingham and Matilda his wife and Thomas their son, a house in Castle 
Gate, lately held by Marjory de Polari, for a term of twenty years at 30s. rendering yearly to the hospital 
of St. Leonard 2id. of silver. 

When Donald de Mar was Constable of the Castle, while it was in the King's hands (A.D. 1322), the 
poor folk of St. Leonards found the supply of corn granted by Bishop Alexander was no longer allowed. 
" The master and brethren of the Hospital of St. Leonard without Newerc show to the Chancellor of the 
Lord the King that whereas they and their predecessors from the time of which memory no longer remains 

* Corporation Papers E2. ■[■ Inquisitionam ad quod damnum, file 88, No 13. 

X Cart Harl, etc. 44 B 3; a small seal of green wax is attached, but the inscription defaced. 
J Calendar of Papal letters III., 357. 
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were accustomed to receive and have every year twenty quarters of corn and 4 quarters of siligo (a fine kind 
of wheat) from the granary of the Venerable father the Bishop of Lincohi in the Castle of Newerk. . . . 
but after the Castle came into the custody of Donald de Mar as Constable the aforesaid corn was detained 
from the said master and brethren of the said hospital to the great damage and impoverishment of the said 
house. Wherefore they seek a writ to the Constable of the said Castle or to his locum tenens, to provide a 
remedy in charity." The endorsement of the petition is a specimen of the official French of the time 
" Seit maunde a Donevald de Mar Gardein &c. q'il des choses contenues en ceste petition face pour le 
temps le Roi ceoqad este fait touz jours cea en arere."* In the following year a letter was addressed by 
Edward II. to his beloved Donald De Mar, Constable of theCastle of Newerk, commanding him to ' 'distinctly 
and openly certify to us the tenor of a certain presentment made by the Wapentake of Newerk." Donald 
or his locum tenens in reply sent the following " Memorandum that at the view of frankpledge of the 
WapMitake of Newerk held at Newerk, the Thursday next after the Feast of St. Wilfrid, Bishop of York, the 
i6th year of Edward the son of Edward, of the frankpledge of Cotum, they present that the warden of the 
Hospital of St. Leonard without Newerk has built a wall across the royal way into the common pasture 
of Bynington, Cotum and Balderton, near Ballokthorpgraunge. Therefore let it be thrown down and the 
said warden is in mercy, which is taxed at 6d."t 

An order was issued in 1323 to permit the Master and brethren of the Hospital of St. Leonard without 
Newark to receive 20 quarters of wheat and 20 quarters of rye yearly from the granary of the Castle if it 
appeared that they had been wont to receive such corn " as they have shown by a petition in the 
present Parhament that the Constable hindered them receiving the same, although they and their pre- 
decessors had been wont to receive it yearly from the granary of the Bishop of Lincoln in the Castle afore- 
said in aid of the maintenance of the master and brethren and for the poor and infirm dwelhng in the 
Hospital." In 1399 Henry, Bishop of Lincoln confirmed the gift of Bishop Alexander at the request of the 
keeper of the Hospital, stating, ' ' we have inspected certain letters of the Lord Alexander with the seal ap- 
pended " and approving the endowment. In regard to the supply of corn the following order was at the 
same time issued. ' ' Henry by divine permission. Bishop of Lincoln, to our beloved receiver of our 
monies of our Castle and Lordship of Newark who now is, or in future time shall be, greeting. Whereas 
by inspection of letters of Lord Alexander of recent memory formerly Bishop of Lincoln our predecessor, 
exhibited to us by our beloved son Master Hugh Hanneworth, keeper of the Hospital of St. Leonard, 
near Newark. . . . We command you that you dehver to Hugh the keeper and to his successors 
every year six quarters of corn and six quarters of rye to be received from our mills at Newark at the 
feasts of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist and of St. Michael the Archangel by equal portions. . . 
In witness whereof our seal to these presents is affixed." Dated at the Old Temple, London, the 28th day 
of November, A.D. 1399. 

In 1403 Wilham de Leek, of Screton, Esq., granted to WiUiam Jebbe, of Newark, and to Isabel his 
wife, a messuage in Northgate between the tenements of John Lysours on the north, and of Gilbert 
Girdeler on the south (which he had by the gift of Roger de Chaumbre) at a rent of i6s. and the customary 
rents and services to the Hospital of St. Leonard.^ On 19th Feb., 1489, Walter Pygge granted 
to Thomas Molyneaux, Houton, gentleman, and John WiUyngham, chaplain, three cottages in Miln Gate, 
Newark, lying between the messuage of the said Walter on the south side and the messuage belonging to 

* Ancient Petitions, No. 15209. j County ^Placita, Notts. No. 2. 

1 Add. MSS. B.M., No. 24816, fo. 413a. 
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the Hospital of St. Leonard without Newark aforesaid on the north side, and abutting at one end on the 
King's highway on the east part, and the other end thereof abutting on the water of Trent on the west. 
This is still the propertj^ of the Hospital. 

In 1412, John Holywell, Rector of St. Peter's, Ingoldmells, held the mastership.* On his death in 1415 
the office was granted by Philip, Bishop of Lincoln, to Thomas Savage for Hfe. The document runs :— 
" To our beloved in Christ Thomas Savage greeting in the Lord and our blessing. The custody, rule 
and administration of our Hospital of St. Leonard without Newark, by the death of Master John Holy- 
well, the last keeper or master being vacant, &c., we grant by these presents for the sake of charity to you 
to rule, possess, and hold the same for the term of your Ufe. Dated at our Manor of Nettleham, September 
23rd, 1415." The Bishop's letter was confirmed by the Dean and Chapter, the Dean and Subdean being 
present, and Thomas Savage was duly installed, a certificate to that effect from William Egmanton, Clerk 
of the Castle of Newark, being forwarded to the Bishop, dated at Newark, the 15th October. The appoint- 
ment does not appear to have been a particularly happy one, for two years later we find the Bishop stating 
that complaints had come to his hearing respecting the Hospital. He writes :— " It js shown to us that 
the master of the said Hospital who now is, being unmindful that the said Hospital was and is founded 
that poor persons and a chaplain should be supported there out of the profits thereof had inhumanly, and 
most wrongfully, caused the profits to be converted to his own proper use, and had refused to receive and 
support a competent number of poor according to the foundation of the same Hospital." The document 
goes on to say, however, that the Bishop being willing to apply wholesome remedy made careful enquiry, 
and the excuse was that ' ' contagious pestilences, sterihty of the earth, and divers burdens in modern 
times more frequently happening, had lessened the profits for the support of the master, two poor persons, 
and a chaplain, and deducting the charges of the said Hospital there was scarcely sufficient in these days 
for the master or keeper himself, much less for poor persons and one chaplain alike." The Bishop 
laments that poor persons had not been received in the said Hospital as heretofore, directs their continuance, 
and adds : ' ' We do ordain that in the said Hospital shall be one Master and one chaplain who shall 
serve in divine worship for the miserable and poor persons and others residing in the said Hospital." 

The regulations by Bishop Philip are thus more fully set out : — That there should be one master of 
the Hospital, who should have the government, rule and custody of the same, and should order and dispose 
of the fruits, rents and profits thereof to the use of the poor and about the affairs of the said Hospital, 
and that there should be two poor men in the said Hospital and one chaplain to perform Divine service 
to them, which chaplain and poor men should be received into the said Hospital by the Master thereof 
and be maintained with the fruits, rents and profits of the same. 

It will be noticed that in all these documents the Hospital which Bishop Alexander founded " juxta 
Newark ' ' is almost invariably referred to as " extra Northgate ' ' and ' ' without Newark." All the papers- 
and references we have found relating to the other Hospital of St. Leonard allude to it very distinctly 
as being situated "in Stoke." First of all, our County historian, Thoroton, says : "This Hospital 
(of Stoked is very ancient, for Ralph de Eyncourt in the time of Henry I. when he founded the Priory 
of Thurgarton, accepted los. as a gift to the infirm of Stoke, but who founded it, I have not yet 
discovered . It had lands in Newark and in very many other places within that See given by several 

* Papal Letters, VI. 379. 
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benefactors."* Thoroton quotes a number of gifts by property owners to this charity, and many ad- 
ditional particulars may now be ascertained.^ There is nothing to show whereabouts in Stoke parish this 
Hospital was situated, but when Henry Vlllth's commissioners visited the locality they reported that ' ' the 
spyttle or chapel of St. Leonarde and St. Anne within the parish of Stook founded by the ancestours of Ayn- 
court to maintain certain poor folks there for ever is worth £10 19s. od. remaining to William Burden, priest, 
master there, 43 years of age, whose lernyng or other promotion is not presented here, he having other great 
living." The King's Majesty was patron by virtue of the attainder of Lord Lovel, who fought against 
Henry Vllth. at the Battle of Stoke (His lordship was a descendant of Lord d'Ayncourt whose family had 
been ownersof property in Stoke from the time of the Conquest). The Hospital appears to have ceased to 
dispense its benefits to the poor, for the Commissioners report that there is " a mansion house attached ' ' 
but ' ' preacher, schole master or poor relief none, notwithstanding founded for the sustentation of poor ; 
goods none." Its original possessions consisted of four messuages, nine cottages, loi acres of arable land, 
55^ acres of meadow, and 20^ acres of pasture in Stoke, Elston and Cotham. Burden had been appointed 
Master by letters patent, dated March 27th, 16 Henry VIII., and he died 2 Edward VI. " All his brethren 
also being dead the possessions of the said Hospital came to the hands of the said King," who appointed' 
Marmaduke FuUnetbye master. 

In the reign of Phihp and Mary an enquiry regarding the Hospital at Stoke was set on foot by their 
majesties, the commissioners being Sir J. Hercy and Hugh Thornhill, Esq., as a result of which 
directions were issued for it to be re-established. The document which consists of something like 2,500 
words, covering about four square feet of parchment says (inter alia) : — 

Therefore we will and grant that there shall be a certain hospital of one master a priest and two lay brethren within the 
said hospital which shall be called the hospital of St. I,eonard of Stoke by Newark-on-Trent, by the foundation of Philip and 
Mary . . to the praise and honour of our I<ord Jesus Christ, of the most blessed always virgin Mary, and of St. Leonard 
the Confessor to pray for our good while we shall live, and for the salvation of our souls, those of our progenitors and of all 
the faithful deceased when we shall have migrated from this light, and for masses and other divine and ecclesiastical 
services according to our ordinations and statutes to be made for this purpose, in the said hospital to be celebrated. And 
moreover for the distribution of alms and other works of piety and charity to be done there for ever, we have ordained that 
the said Chapter shall consist of one master and two lay brethren for ever. . . And we fully trusting the manners, 

uprightness and virtue of our beloved chaplain, Richard Hopkyn, do make him the master of the aforesaid hospital by these 
presents. . . and our beloved in Christ, John Barker and Richard Cotes, two lay brethren of the said hospital for ever.; 

When EUzabeth succeeded to the throne all this in so far as it related to the provision of masses 
was set aside, and on the 30th March, i8th Queen Elizabeth, the whole house and site of the Hospital 
and all the houses, buildings and lands thereto belonging, except two houses or cottages in Stoke 
called " Beadhouses " where two poor people dwelt, were granted to John Mershe, Esq., and Francis 
Greneham, gent. 

So ended the career of the Hospital of St. Leonard of Stoke. Fortunately the Hospital of the same 
name at Newark had continued to discharge its legitimate functions for the relief of the poor, and thus 
escaped the dissolution which befel its neighbour. The ' ' Valor Ecclesiasticus ' ' of the time of Henry VIII. 
shows that Christopher Massingberd was master, and the possessions of the Hospital were then worth 
£27 13s. 7id. per annum. When Sir William Merying died in 1537 he held, amongst a great amount of other 

* Thoroton' s Notts. 177. 
t See Inq ad qd damnum 8 Ed. U file 108. No. 1. Inq Post Mortem 21 Ed. HI No. 89. Rot Pat 21 Ed. 1 11 pt. 1. m. 23. 

+ Patent Roll 5 and 6 Philip and Mary, part 5 m 14 ( 18). 
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property, thirteen acres of land and two acres of meadow in South Chfton of the master of the Hospital 
of St. Leonard, juxta Newark, by fealty and a rent of 3s. 2d. yearly. According to the Chantry certificate 
(37 Henry VIH.) the income of the Hospital was £22 I2s. 2id. besides 13s. for a rent resolute of divers 
persons, which revenues had been employed in the payment of iocs, to the priest and to three poor beads- 
men i8s. and other sums for necessary reparations and other charges. The certificate states " the said 
Hospital is a Parish Church within itself having all sacraments and sacramentals therein administered 
and observed. The Hospital is not void but full, having a mansion house thereto belonging." This 
certificate is signed by Sir John Markham, \\'illiam Cooper, Nicholas PowtriU and John Wysall, com- 
missioners. When a further enquiry into the property of religious houses was made in the first year of the 
reign of Edward VL, the income was £23 5s. 2i-d. ; money yearly distributed unto the poor £3 i8s., wages 
of priest £5 los., remaining to the Master £13 14s. 2id. The certificate says ' ' goods none," and that the 
Hospital " possessed no ornaments or jewels for the King's Majesty's use." 

Thoroton tells us that at the further end of Northgate ' ' stood a fair house belonging to the Hospital 



of St. Leonard of 
Stoke* commonly 
called the Spittle 
which Sir Robert 
Constable had by 
lease ; the interest 
whereof his son 
Henry Constable 
had, and from him 
it came to \Mlliam 
Cecil, Esq., late 
Earl of Exeter, 
who built a goodly 
house there, which 
after his decease 
was, bv Act of 




The old hospital of ST. LEONARD. 



Parliament (17 
Charles I.) 1642, 
exchanged from 
the Hospital for 
lands of better 
value, and estated 
upon his widow 
Elizabeth Countess 
Dowager of Exe- 
ter, and her heirs." 
The Act settled 
upon the Countess 
the site of the 
Hospital, with the 
dwelling house and 
other buildings 
Balderton, Girton and 



thereon, and in exchange property was given in Elston, Stoke, Newark, 
Claypole. It was also provided that the Countess should within three years build at her own 
charge a house of brick or stone consisting of eight rooms, viz., four low rooms and four 
chambers over the same for the receipt of the master, chaplain, and two poor men, enclosing also one acre 
of ground with a wall to make them an orchard and garden. This house was duly erected. ' ' It remains," 
says Mr. Dickinson, " to this day (1805) with little alteration. The house consists of eight rooms, four 
below stairs, and four in the roof, which is low. One of the lower storey is used as a Chapel. A small 
enclosure comprising about an acre of ground all walled round is annexed to the dwelling house for the 
use of the master, chaplain, and poor men which is being applied to various purposes at different times. 
It has sometimes been occupied as a garden by the inhabitants themselves ; sometimes it has been planted 
as an orchard. During the incumbency of Dr. William Rastall, it was demised to a tenant for a horse 



*" of stoke " is a mistake, and it is curious that Tlioroton, wlio lived so near, should have made such an error. 
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pasture at a rack rent, and the almsmen divided the profit among them. The body corporate consists of 
a master and three almsmen, one of the latter of whom is obliged to read the service of the Church to the 
others every day, and is considered as the Priest. ' ' * , 

The list of masters as heretofore compiled commenced with the name of Edward Jermyn, temp. 
James I., but the documents we have cited take us back to 1306, and the list, though not complete, 
runs thus : Geoffrey de Newark 1306 to 1323 ; William de Northwell 1323 ; William de Askebi or Scoter 1350 ; 
Hugh Hanneworth holding office in 1399 ; John Holywell ob. 1415 ; Thomas Savage appointed 1415 ; 
Christopher Massingberd temp. Henry VHI. ; Richard Hopkyn temp. Queen Mary ; Edward Jermyn, D.D., 
temp. James I. ; Richard Dukeson, D.D., Charles I. ; Henry Smith, A.M., Vicar of Newark, died 1702 5 
Charles Hall, A.M., temp. WiUiam and Mary ; Barnard Wilson, D.D., ob. 1772 ; WilHam Rastall, D.D.' 
ob. 1788 ; Joshua Brooke, appointed 1820 ; Archdeacon W. F. J. Kaye 1870 (present Master). 

deserving married 
In 1888 the 
ancient building 
in Northgate was 
pulled down, and 
six picturesque 
and comfortable 
houses erected ; 
two of them (one 
at each end) being 
given by Mr. 
Joseph Richardson 
as the following 
inscription testi- 
fies : ' ' This house 
was built A.D. 
1888 by Joseph 
Richardson, for a 

allowed ;7s. The property of the Hospital is situate in Newark, Balderton, East Stoke, Elston, and 
Girton, and the income for the year ending 3rd June, 1906, was from real estate £580 5s. ojd., and 
from personal estate £16 3s. id. Besides maintaining the almsmen, the funds support a parish nurse 
for Newark at a cost of £120 los. 3d., contribute to Balderton parish nurse £25, and provide tickets for 
patients at St. Anne's Convalescent Home, Bridlington ; the Devonshire Hospital, Buxton, and the 
Southport Hospital. In addition to its landed estates, the Trust possesses the sum of £2,644 in consoli- 
dated stock, and had a credit balance on 3rd June, 1906, of £476 los. 3d. on revenue account, so it may 
be said to be in a sound financial state, and under the judicious management of the present trustees 
is doing much useful work for the town and district. The Clerk and Receiver is Mr. Robert 
Hodgkinson. 




THE PRESEXT HOSPITAI. OF ST- LEONARD. 



couple to reside in 
during old age." 
The houses now 
accommodate four 
single men, and 
two married 
couples. They 
live rent free and 
receive los. each 
per week, ex- 
cept the married 
couples, who re- 
ceive IDS. each 
whilst both are 
alive, but if one 
should die, the 
survivor may be 



* Dickinson's Newark, p. 174. — Copies of many documents relating to St. Leonard's Hospital are in the British 
Museum in Add. MSS. Vol. 24, 1816, and are calendared in the Appendix. 
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Robert Brown's Charity. 

Robert Brown was one of the wealthiest and most influential men of Newark in the sixteenth century. 
He is described on his tomb as " late Alderman of the Guild of Holy Trinity, Constable of the Castle, 
principal Steward of the Liberty of the town, receiver to Cardinal Wolsey and Bishop Longlandof Lincoln, 
Sheriff of Notts, and Derby, and Custos Rotulorum as well in the county of Nottingham as in the parts of 
Kesteven." From the Chamberlain's accounts of Nottingham, as given in the Nottingham Borough 
Records, it appears that in 1496 he was farmer of the toll of Newark Bridge and paid Nottingham £5 a 
year for the privilege. "1496. — Item given for the cost of John Spondon, under bailiff of Newark when he 
brought his money bidder for Robert Brown for the ferme of the seid toll iid. 1531 — Item, Maistre 
Brown of Newark for the toll of Kilom bridg vh." In 1524 he was one of the collectors for Notts 
of the loan for the war with France, and was appomted on the Commission of the Peace. In 1528 he 
was a Commissioner to render an account of the grain on sale in the Newark wapentake and 
returned the amount as being 580 quarters. When Cardinal Wolsey started on his journey 
to the north in 1530, he passed through Peterborough, Stamford, Grantham (where he was entertained 
by Francis Hall, member for the borough) and Newark to Southwell, the favourite abode of his happier 
days, but his residence near the Minster being out of repair led to a correspondence with Brown and 
Magnus which has been preserved among the State Papers. The Cardinal wrote to Magnus from Peter- 
borough soliciting the temporary use of his house at Sibthorpe near Newark. Magnus did not wish to seem 
discourteous to the falling prelate but scarcely felt equal to the task of providing him with suitable entertain- 
ment. Meanwhile a letter had been sent to Robert Brown, urging him to make the necessary preparations at 
Southwell for the reception of his Grace and his attendants. Brown writes in reply, that he has made ready 
' ' wodde and faggots ' ' for the kitchen, bakehouse, brewhouse, mended the doors, and sent a glazier to glaze 
the windows but ' ' as for casting of your galary with lyme and hayre of truthe here be no workemene in this 
cuntre to my knolege that cane wurke after any such maner." The writer excuses himself for not 
having done more on the ground of his debility, which had been so great that " both my gostly father 
and phisicians have utterly determyned me shortly to departe from this worlde." This letter is 
summarised in the Calendar of State Papers, where it says "it is signed very feebly Robert Brown."* 
We append a copy in full : — 

Pleise hit your grace to understand that I have reiceived your honorable lettre whereby I perceive your grace wolde that 1 
shoulde .see your manor of Suthwell repared and made in redynes agenst your cummyng thither. And according to your 
grace commandment I have caused to be made redy wodde and faggots convenient for your kechyne bakhouse and brew- 
house and other places. And also have caused your mason with other workmen under hyme to be working of the doorcs of 
your galary ther as nere as cane be devysed according to your pleisure as your said mason cane more playnly shew unto 
your grace. Also I have sent thider oon of the King's glasiers to glase your owne lodginge, your galary and other places wher 
hit ys thought most convenient to be doone. Also I have caused lokkys for your servants doores and all other houses of 
office to be made according. And as for casting of your galary with lyme and hayre according as Mr. Holgill your surveyor did 
lately write unto me of truthe here be no workemene in this cuntre to my knolege that cane wurke after any such maner 
Wherefor yf your grace will have hit so wrought pleise hit you to command your surveyor to send downe in to the cuntre some 
of your owne workmen. And as for the coveryng of your houses in every place above hed and dressing of the walls about 
the place where hit ys necessary as shortly as convenient stuff may be provyded for the same I shall cause hit to be done.f 
And wher as your grace ys willing that I shuld with the help of my lord of Welbeke make provysyon of corne both for braid 
and drinke for your honorable household of a truth I have never experience in that thing for I was never byer of corne in 
all my lyf. And I have no servaunts but yung men and my chapleyne the which have no maner of experience in bying corne. 
And as Master Constable your servaunt and other cane shewe your grace hit hath pleised god to visitt me with siknes ever 

* Cal. of State Papers Henry VIII. IV. Part 2, 6329. 
t He spent /124 in the repairs at Southwell, and appears among the Cardinal's creditors for that amount. 
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sith before cnstemas in so much that I am so fferre spent and brought in debilite that I cane not stand by my self but 
as I am holden up with my servaunts. Also both my gostly father and phisicians have utterly determyned me shortly to 
departe from this worlde and as yet I have no trust to my self that I shall confynue any space here without the great mercy- 
full goodness of God, how be hit your grace as I perceve have bene lately otherwise enformed. In consideration wherof 
I humbly besech your grace to hold me excused and accept my true mynde and good-will as touching the provysyon of 
your said come m the which I wolde have been glade to have served your grace mynd to the uttermost of my power yf I had 
bene m helthe as knowith our Lord who longe preserve your good grace in good helthe and long lyff to his pleisure. 

Wolsey travelling by easy stages reached Southwell about Whitsuntide. Brown survived for two 
years, dying, as the inscription on the monument testifies, in 1532. His name frequently occurs (as 
shown in the first volume) in transactions in Newark property. On October 20th, 1529, Richard Newton 
of Heryingfflet, Suffolk, gentleman, bargains and sells to Henry Wesse, of Newark, yeoman, " a tenement 
and garthyn in Norgate nigh unto the Goote Brygg on the est syde the way between the tenement 
of Robert Brown, Esq., on the south, and the toft of Master Whalley on the north." A tax return 
gives some indication of the extent of his possessions in 1527, for he was the only man in Notting- 
hamshire in that year who did not succeed in persuading the tax collectors that he was worth less than 
£50 a year, equal to more than £500 at the present day, while the fact that he left bequests to fourteen ser- 
vants gives some idea of the extent of his establishment. Frequent references to him have been made in 
preceding pages.* 

His will is dated September 4th, 1532, and was proved on December i6th. He describes himself as 
" Robert Browne, of Newark-opon-Trent, Esquyer," and says, " First, I bequeath my sail to Almyghtie 
God, to our ladie Sancte Mary his moder, and to all the sanctes of hevyn, and my bodie to be beried in 
the parishe Churche of Sancte Marie Maglen in Newarke, afore the ymadge of the HoUe Trinitie theire, 
as Agnes, my wiff late was buried. Also I bequeath for my mortuary as the lawe and custome shall 
requyre. Also as tochyng the disposycon of my goodes and cattalles, the whiche shall remayne in my 
possession, not yeven nor bequeathed, when it shall please God to calle me to his mercy, I will that my 
executors shall dispose them for the helthe of my sauU in such goodes (sic) workes and almos dedes, as 
shalbe thought most beneficiall for the helthe of my sauU after their discretions, and especially to make 
satisf accon to every persone or persones what can duUe or' lawfully prove that I have done to them any 
hurte, injurie, or wrong, wherefore of right and good conscience they ought to have amendes. That then 
to all suche persones I will my executors make satisfaccon in dischardgeyng of my sauU, as they will answer 
afore God. To Robert Markeham, my godsone vj. li.. xiijs. iiijd. To William Molyneux, my godsone 
iij. li. vjs. viijd. To Sir Richard Thompson my chapleyne, imedeatly after my decesse, a hoole yere wadges 
and xls. for his meate and drynke and a gowne. To Richard Edingsels, my servaunte, imedeatly after 
my decesse, a hoole yere wadges and xls. and thre yerdes of broide clothe, price xiijs. iiijd. f Provided 
always that if it forton hereafter any persone or persones to sue to my executors for any restitucon to be 
maid to them, that then I will that my executors opon a reasonable prove, without any long delayng 
or deferryng, make restitucon to the partie or parties soo suying by the good and charitable councell and 

* Vide Vol. I., p. 337. f Similar bequests to 13 others, all his servants. 
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advise of Frere Gabriell, or the fader of the house of the Freres Observauntes of Newarkefor the tjmie 
beyng, to the whiche house and covente I bequeath to pray for my saull and al Christen sauUes iiiid. 
every weike, so long as my executors or any of them have any of my goodes in their handes undisposed. 
Executors, Maister William Holgill, maister of the Savoye in London, Henry Sutton, of Averham, Esquyer, 
Richarde Bevercotes, gentilman. Sir Henry Knyvesmythe, vicar of Kynnalton, and Sir John Lounds, 
chapleyne, to whome I give, and to every of them, ten powndes of lawfull money of England, excepte to 
Maister WiUiam Holgill, to whome I have yeven a basyn and an ewer of silver. To the house of Obser- 
vauntes of Newarke a fedder bed. Also I humbly requyre in the waye of charitie and for the love of God 
the right honorable and my singlar good lord, the lord George, erle of Shrewsbery, to take the payn when 
nede shall requyre, to survey and over see my testament and last will to be performyd accorddyng to the 
tenour thereof, to whome I bequeathe as a poore remembrance three holies of silver parcell gilt with one 
cover lo the same belongyng, with my prayers.* There are numerous small bequests of property to 
individuals, as for instance a shop each ' ' in the Pament Stede ' ' to Nicholas Tixton and Henry 
Bingham, and there are bequests also " of rents for 19 years to the King's HaU and College of Brasynnose, 
Oxford," and to " our Lady's works in the Cathedral Church of Lincoln." But his principal gift was to 
the town of Newark. 

After reciting that he had enfeoflted certain persons therein mentioned of all his lands and tenements, rents, reversions, 
services, and hereditaments, with their appurtenances, as well in use as in possession, being freehold or charterhold, in the 
towns and fields of Newark, Northgate nigh Newark, Balderton and Codynton, to hold to the said foefEees and their heirs to and 
for the performance of his last will and testament, he willed that the said feoffees, their heirs and assigns, should stand and be 
seised of and in the premises to the use of him, the said Robert Brown, for the term of his natural life, and immediately 
after his decease, of all the said lands, tenements, and hereditaments, (except one tenement called the Boore in Castillgate, 
with a garthyn or gardenstead, and one tenement in Milnegate), to the use and intent that his said feoffees, their heirs and 
assigns, should yearly, for the space of nineteen years next after his decease, content and pay to the vicar of Newark afore- 
said for the time being, and his successors vicars of Newark aforesaid, or in his or their default to him that should have the 
name of the alderman of the Trinity guild there for the time being, all sums of money as should be levied, perceived, or 
gathered of the rents, issues, and profits of the same lands, tenements, and hereditaments (except as before excepted), or else 
for the same nineteen years suffer the said vicar and his successors, and aldermen for the time being, to perceive, take, and 
have the same, to the intent that the same should be employed and spent to the use of the commonwealth of the town of 
Newark aforesaid, whether it should be to the reparations of the church there, or any good works to be done in the said 
town of Newark, as mending of highways, as it should be thought most expedient from time to time, by the direction of 
his executors or the survivors of them, or by the vicar of Newark, or his successors vicars there, and alderman of the Trinity guild of 
Newark for the time being ; and in case his will might not by the law be made sure for ever within the said nineteen 
years, for the continuance of his said will, intent, and purpose in the same, then he willed that the next heir imm.ediately 
after the said nineteen years were passed, or as soon after the end of the said nineteen years as conveniently might be, his 
executors or the survivors or survivor of them, or the executors or administrators of the survivor of them, or the Vicar 
of Newark for the time being, or the prior of the monastery of the Holy Trinity of Beval in the county of Nottingham, for the 
time being, should bargain and sell all the said lands, tenements and hereditaments (except before excepted) and the money 
thereof coming, to distribute and dispose for the benefit of his soul, and for the commonwealth of the said town of Newark. 

Thewitnessestothewillwere WiUiam Hogekynson, alderman of the Trinity guild, William Philipote, 
Hugh Kelsteme, John Thakker, Robert Jacson, and Wilham Yonger. Mr. Brown was a widower, and 
childless, there being no bequests to children or other relatives. For a description of his tomb 
in the church see Vol. I., p. 316. 

The Hmitation of nineteen years is supposed to have been made in compliance with the restrictions 
of the statute 23d Henry the Eighth, chap. 10, by which grants of lands to the use of churches were hmited 
to the term of twenty years. 

* Testamenta Eboracensia, VI., 31. 
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By several conveyances respectively dated the 30th April, and the 2nd and 28th September, 5th 
Edward the Sixth, the premises thus devised became vested in the corporation of Newark (under their 
then name of " the alderman and assistants, inhabitants of the town of Newark.") 

This charity having been included in the information in Chancery, regulations in respect thereof 
were comprised in the decree of 1738, the fourth article of which provides that the money shall be 
appropriated at the discretion of the Vicar and Mayor for the time being towards the reparation of the 
Church of Newark, or such other gocd works for the common weal of the said town as they should think 
proper and most agreeable to the intention of the donor. 

By an Act of the 13th George III. a considerable portion of the estates of Brown and Phillippt were 
sold to defray the cost of the erection of the Town Hall and shambles. In the report of the Commissioners 
for inquiry concerning Newark charities, dated January 31st, 1829, sales are specified amounting to £13,698. 
This embraced the greater part of the property authorised to be sold, and when the remainder had been 
dealt with there was a surplus of £2,535 which had been expended in the purchase of lands, and a sum of 
£232 in money. By a further Act of the 38th George III. for Hghting and paving the town this £232 was 
authorised to be expended in the costs of the Act and in making alterations and improvements in the 
shambles. 

The Charity is now endowed with a rent charge on Newark property, and certain Estates situate at 
Barnby-in-the-Willows, Balderton, Fiskerton, and Coddington, and is under the control of the Municipal 
(Church) Charity Trustees, (clerk, Mr. John Tidd Pratt). 

The ordinary yearly income of the Charity amounts to about £180, and consists of the following par- 
ticulars, namely, the rents derived from the before mentioned Estates, and the rent charge issuing from 
its former Newark property. 

The net income is apphed in payment of £90 to the Corporation in accordance with the Newark 
Improvement Act, and the balance to the Church for its reparation and improvement. 

William Phillipot's Charity. 

WiUiam Philhpot, of Newark, merchant, by will bearing date March i8th, 1556, left considerable 
estates for the benefit of his native town. In the first volume some interesting references to him have been 
made. He was the third of the illustrious trio of Newark benefactors of the sixteenth century, and a man 
of much influence in the borough. The family were associated with the trade of Newark for many years. 
John Philhpot, draper, was a prominent citizen in the reign of Henry VII., and was buried in the church, 
in 1514. His son, John PhiUipot, also a draper, died in 1519, and William Philhpot, who doubtless followed 
the same calhng, died in May, 1557, and was buried in the south transept. Copies of his brass and of the 
inscription to his memory are in the first volume (pp. 312—318) where some of the dealings of the family 
in Newark property are also recorded. On March 6th, 1542, Thomas Ryggs, of Fulbeck, and Johanna, 
his wife, granted to William Philhpot, merchant, and Johanna, his wife, two messuages or tenements in 
Newark! one in the Market Stede called " the Ram " in the tenure of Jacson, and the other in the 
same place, near thereunto, late in the tenure of John Thacker. All the real estate he inherited and 
accumulated eventually passed into the possession of the town. By his will he gave to Ehzabeth, his wife, 
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for her life certain tenements and lands including ' ' one tenement wherein I do dwell, sometime called 
the Ram, with all the edifications, houses, and buildings in as ample and large manner as I do now 
occupy the same." At her death the property was to revert to the alderman and assistants for the 
purposes of his will. The document sets out that he has of late at his own proper costs and charges made 
and set up one house with a chapel in the same in Coddington Lane, 

For the continual ease, finding and lodging of five poor men, to be therein lodged, found, and eased from time to time 
and from age to age for ever, to the intent that such five poor men, for their times being, should continually for ever pray 
for the good and prosperous estate of the king and queen's majesties, and of the heirs and successors of the queen, for the 
prosperity, tranquility, and peace of this realm of England, and for the souls of King Henry the Eighth and King Edward the 
Sixth, and of the queen, after her departure out of this transitory life, for his soul, his wife's soul, and all Christian souls; 
which his purpose, as he assuredly trusted it did stand with the pleasure of Almighty God, so minding to have the same es- 
tablished and provided to have continuance for ever ; therefore he willed and devised to the alderman and the twelve assistants, 
inhabitants of the town of Neweirk-upon-Trent, and to their successors for ever, all and singular the said house and chapel, 
■with the appurtenances ; and also certain other messuages, cottages, lands, and premises, in the said will particularly de- 
scribed, situate respectively in Newark, Northgate, Stoke, Farndon, and North Muskham, and yielding rents to the amount 
of ;^16 Is. 4d. per annum ; and also one chief rent of 7s. by the year, issuing out of a tenement in Northgate, belonging to the 
heirs of William Symson, upholsterer, and then or late in the tenure of John Leminge, pewterer ; one other chief-rent or 
obit-rent of 8s. by the year, issuing out of a tenement of Edward Sainton's, lying in Stodmer Street, sometime in the holding 
of John Greeves, butcher, and then or late in the tenure of Robert Ringeston, corvysar ; one other chief-rent of 12d. by 
the year, issuing out of a tenement in Barnby Gate, belonging to the alderman and twelve assistants of Newark, sometime 
in the tenure of John Cook, and then or late William Townsend ; and one other chief-rent or obit-rent of 3s. 2d. by the year, 
issuing out of a tenement in Barnby Gate, belonging to the said alderman and twelve assistants, inhabitants of Newark, called 
the land of John Gray, then or lately in the tenure of Robert Hogen, in all £11 Os. 6d. ; and reciting, that theretofore he had 
given to Elizabeth his wife, during her life, 9a. and Ir. of meadow, lying in the meadows of Holme, of the yearly rent of 40s., 
he willed, that immediately after her decease the said 9a. and Ir. of meadow should remain unto the alderman and the 
twelve assistants, inhabitants of Newark, and their successors for ever, towards the maintenance of the alm.shouse. 

The will is a lengthy document containing specific instructions for the management of the almshouses, 
and providing amongst other regulations, that every of the said five poor men, should daily within the chapel 
of the said almshouse, devoutly kneehng, say together with audible voices three paternosters, three ave 
Maries, and one creed, in honour of the holy and most blessed Trinity, and after that, certain other prayers, 
" provided always that there should be none admitted to the rooms of the said five poor men, but such as 
should be very aged, impotent, blind, or lame, and not otherwise able to labour for their living." To each 
of the said five poor men he left for their yearly wages 20S., and the chamberlains were to purchase for them 
annually so much black cloth as would make each ' ' a gown or a frock, large and wide to keep them 
warm," the price of each garment to be 6s. 8d. Coal and wood were to be bought in the summer time 
" to be burnt in common within the haU ' ' to the value of £i 6s. 8d. Other annual pajTnents provided 
for included 40s. to the usher of the Newark Grammar School " towards the augmenting of his wages 
for his pains to be taken in teaching the pettits " or minor scholars, 13s. 4d. to the chamberlains for their 
services, 20s. to the alderman and 3s. 4d. to the vicar for looking over the accounts, 3s. 4d. to the auditor, 
and 6s. 8d. for ' an honest breakfast ' on the account day. A sum of £5 yearly was left for pavage, and 
as to the residue, "if there should be anything spared besides the maintenance of the said lands and 
tenements,'' then he wiUed " that the money so spared and left should be employed and taken towards 
the fifteenths and tenths or other hke charges of the town as the most need should require."* 

By the decree of 1738 it was provided, the income having still further increased, that the payments 
should be augmented. The almsmen were to receive is. 6d. each weekly, and 6d. weekly to the reader, 

* A copy of the rest of the Will with its directions as to his burial, and its many interesting local bequests, is given 

in the Appendix. 
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and £5 was to be granted to the surveyor of Highways for paving. The surplus was to be kept for re- 
building, enlarging, and endowing the almshouses to contain 15 persons, five of whom were to be women, 
and also as the rents improved the sums paid to almsmen and usher were to be augmented, the former 
to £6 per annum, and the latter to £20. After these augmentations any further surplus could be applied 
" to the common good of the town." The inscriptions show that the almshouses were " rebuilt and 
further endowed by an increase of the rents of the said Mr. Phillipot's estate for five additional poor men, 
and five poor women in 1756," and were " further enlarged and endowed by an increase of rents for five 
additional poor women in 1783. ' ' In 1822 four more for women were added. These houses form together one 
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DEED WITH PHILLIPOTT'S 

By this deed Phillipott conveys to William Parke, of 
monger, William Blanlte, tallow chandler, Henry Clynte, iron- 
Newark, Northgate, North Muskham, Bathley, Holme, Stoke and 
testament.— Dated May Ist, 1557. 




SIGNATURE AND SEAL. 



Newark, Richard Bingham, of the same, gentleman, John Key, Iron- 
monger, Edward Kelstern, and Robert Chambers, all his property in 
Elston, to hold the same for the performance of his last will and 



large building of two storeys occupying the east and south of a quadrangular yard, the north being enclosed 
by a wall, and the west by a wall and the ancient chapel. We have mentioned in the account of Brown's 
charity the provisions of the Act of the 13th of George III. (1773) which empowered the Commissioners 
thereby appointed to sell property belonging to the charities of Brown and PhiUipot and to erect a new 
Town Hall, shambles, shops, and other buildings. The premises authorised to be pulled down consisted of 
five houses 'and tenements in the Market Place then yielding an annual rental of £33 12s. 6d., and property 
directed to be sold which yielded £63 8s. od. Among the other amounts appropriated to ' ' the common 



was 



226 HISTORY OF NEWARK. 

good of the town ' ' at various times were the following : In 1784 — 8 for building a Workhouse £81 ; in 
1796 — 7 for the repairs of the gaol, £123 ; in 1804 — 8 towards the organ for the church, £522 ; in 1822 — 7 
in buying and taking down houses for widening the street called the Dry Bridge, £607 ; in 1826 — 7 towards 
building a National School for girls, £77.* Other portions of the funds were applied to adding to the 
number of almshouses (as already shown) in 1822. 

The income of the charity now consists of rents of property at Newark and North Muskham, and 
dividends from Consols. Last year's income (1906) amounted to £395 i8s. As already mentioned 
PhiUipot died soon after making his will,** but his widow Elizabeth, long survived him and took to herself 
other husbands. We know this from the disputes which arose between herself and the Disneys and from 
the documents relating thereto which have been preserved. After PhiUipot 's demise she married James 
Disney, of the ancient family of that name, residing at Norton Disney, and on his death John Leverton, 
of Newark, mercer. She was a widow when PhiUipot married her, as two previous husbands are 
incidentally mentioned, John Lillie and Stephen Smythe, so that she had five during her long Ufetime. 

To the right honourable Sir Nicholas Bacon, Knight, and keaper of the greate scale of Englande. 

In moste humble wyse complayninge shewithe unto your good lordshippe your dailie and continuall Oratour Thomas 
Disnaye,.of Carleton, lyincolnshire, esquier. That whereas Willm. Philpott, late of Newark, Mercer, was seased of divers lands and 
tenements in Newark especially namyd in the laste will of the said William Philpott who enjoined his executors Elizabeth his 
wife and John Bracknell and died about seven years since, after whose decease John Bracknell refused execution and 
Elizabeth Philpott took it upon her alone and in accomplishment thereof sold the premisses to Thomas Grantham, esquier, 
who sold them to James Disnaye, gentleman, late husband also unto the said Elizabeth who died without issue. The pre- 
misses descended to Thomas Disnaye as eldest brother of said James, but divers deeds are casuallie comen to the handes of 
one John Levarton of Newarke, Mercer, and of the said Elizabeth nowe his wife who have entered into the premisses. 

In their answer J ohn Levarton and Elizabeth, his wife, denied that the property was sold to Grantham, f and a little 
later presented a petition in which they said that Elizabeth, in her widowhood, was lawfullie possessed of plate and dy verse 
goods to the value of ;£108, including two goblets sylver and parcel gylte, one salte and one boUe of sylver double gylte, a gylte 
goblet, twooe dozen and three spoones, 17 score and 17 weathers, one quye and one grey gelding and being so possessed, 'and 
divers debts of an equal value being yet unpaid, took to husband James Disney. And afterwards the said James Disney, 
in the right of the said Elizabeth as executrix of William PhiUipot, did make his last will of which will he appointed 'the said 
Elizabeth and one J ames Dysney his executors, and willed and bequeathed that as well the last will 'of the^said William 
PhiUipot as also the several last wills of John Lillie and Stephen Smythe, sometymes husbandes of the said Elizabeth, should be 
fulfilled out of his lands and goods and nfterwards he died the said several last wills not performed, the debts and legacies 
of which said last wills yet not paid doe f arre surmount the valeue of the said goodes. Soe "ys it ryght honorable good 
lord that by colouor of the said last will of the said James Dysney the said Thomas Dysney soon after the death of 
the said James Dysney about 4 yeres agoo wrongfuUie gotte into his handes the same plate, goodes and cattells, and has 
converted the same to his own proper use. And after your lordship's suppliants were lawefully espowsed and 
maried together by reason of which testaments your said orators have the education and bringing uppe of dyverse 
poor children of the said Elizabeth who ought to have dyverse legacies to them paid by vertue of the said will of Wm. Phillipott 
which Thomas refuses to re-deliver the said goods to the great hynderaunce of dyverse persones and especiallie to the undoing 
of the testaments of the above orphanes, children of the said Elizabeth. Thomas Dysney is a man of great power in the countie 
of Lyncolne and greately freended there having many kynnesfolke and your said orators mere estraungers within the said 
county ; pray for writ of sub-poena. 

Thomas Disneye answers that James Disneye in his life-time " for the naturale love and zeale ha then bare" unto 
Thomas's children and those of his brother Anthony did give unto Edward Disnaye sou of Thomas a silver salte with a cover 
doble gilt, a silver goblet with a cover, parcel gilt, 6 silver spoones, parcel gilt, and unto Anthony Disnaye a silver standing bowle 
with a cover doble gilt and 6 silver spones, to John son of Anthony a silver goblet double gilt and 4 silver spones in the 
presence of divers honeste and honorable persons with his owne proper handes to the use of the said children in his lifetime.* 

■* Report of the Charity Commissioners, 1830 (Newark : Hage) p. 30. *■* For Phillipot's Will see Appendix, 
t ChanceryjProc, Ser. II., Bdl. 52, No. 88. J Chauc. Proc, Ser. II., Bdl. 109, No. 100. 
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The issue of the action we do not know, nor how long this much-married lady lived, for though her 
name is mentioned on Phillipot's brass the date of her death does not appear. 

Hercules Clay's Charity. 

Mr. Hercules Clay was a mercer, residing at the south-west corner of the Market Place, at the junction 
with Stodman Street. He was elected Mayor in 1644, and died during his year of office, January ist, 1645. 
Dickinson says ' ' There is a curious traditional story of a very extraordinary deliverance of Alderman 
Hercules Clay and his family, by a dream. By his will he gave the sum of £200 to the Corporation in trust, 
to pay the interest of £100 to the Vicar of Newark for a sermon to be preached on the nth March annually, 
the day on which the event happened ; and the other to be given in bread to the poor on the same day. 
This is understood to be in commemoration of the extraordinary deUverance. The preacher constantly 
introduces this subject and the dreams recorded of the ancients are not forgotten." In apian of the 
fortifications is shown ' ' the supposed course of the bomb that being pointed at the Governor's house, 
fell on Alderman Hercules Clay's, from which his personal and memorable deliverance by a dream is 
perpetuated by an annual sermon and alms of his own donation as a Latin inscription on his marble 
tomb in the south east angle of the church amply testifies." His will copied in the Corporation 
Minute Book is as follows : — 

In the name of God Amen. I, Hercules Clay, of Newark-upon-Trent, in the County of Nottingham, mercer, being weak 
and bad, but perfect in sense and memory, do make and ordain by the providence of Almighty God, this my last will and 
testament in manner and form following : First I give and bequeath my soul unto the hands of Almighty God, my faithful 
Creator and Redeemer, trusting in the merits of His Beloved Sou, my dear Saviour Jesus Christ, to obtain the full redemption 
of my sins and the eternal salvation of my soul. For my body I desire it may be laid at the east end of the Church by my 
first wife, under the stone which I purposely laid there for the same end. 

As for my worldly goods, which the Lord hath lent me, I dispose of them as followeth. 

First I give the sum of ;^100 to be put into the hands of and to be disposed of by the discretion of the Mayor and Alder- 
man of the Corporation of Newark aforesaid, with the consent of the Vicar of the Church of Newark, to the best benefit and 
behoof of the said Vicar for the time being and so to continue to them successively for ever, to be paid yearly to him or them, 
upon the 1 1th day of March, provided that there be a sermon preached in the Church of Newark aforesaid, by the Vicar of the 
sarae, if he be able, or else by some other able minister, upon the 11th day of March yearly for ever upon which day did 
Blessed God, in his infinite mercy, wonderfully preserve me and my wife from a fearful destruction by a terrible blow of a 
granado in the time of the last seige. Desiring the said Vicars successively in the said sermon to exhort the people not to set 
their affections on the things of this world, but by their good works to lay a good foundation for themselves, that so they may 
lay hold of eternal life. And I desire Mr. Trueman, the now Vicar, to preach my funeral sermon. 

I do likewise give unto the poor of the town of Newark aforesaid the like sum of ;^100, to be put forth by the Mayor and 
Alderman with the consent of the Vicar for the time being, for the best advantage of the said poor, of which advantage of 
the said ;^100 my will is it shall be paid upon the 11th day of March yearly to the poor, in the Church of Newark aforesaid, 
iu bread or money at the discretion of the Vicar at the time being and the Church Wardens of the said Church. And my 
will is, that the said ;^200, the one for the use of the Vicar, and the other for the use of the poor, be paid within one month 
after my death, either in present money, or such security as the said Mayor, Alderman and Vicar shall think good and 
sufficient, at the discretion of my executors. And I heartily beseech Almighty God to bless it to them all, as I freely give it 
and of those persons that are to be in trust of this, my charity, I desire the Lord may deal with them according to their 
care. Dated the 11th day of December, A.D. 1644. Witnesses 

Henry Trueman, Vicar. 

Edward Comy. 

John Johnson, 

Christopher Wilson. 

William Wombwell. 
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On the 23rd January, 1645, the Mayor and Alderman let out the money left by Mr. Clay upon the 
security hereunder propounded, namely, to Sir John Harper and Sir Thomas Ingham £100, and to Sir John 
Harper and Lieut .-Colonel Bullock the other £ioo. The charity is now endowed with 20-96th parts 
of net rents derived from lands at East and West Laughton, Lincolnshire. The ordinary yearly income 
is £g 15s. od. of which half is given to the vicar for a sermon and the other half to the poor. Until 
recent years the distribution to the poor was in penny loaves which were given away at the 
Town Hall, mostly to children, who assembled in considerable numbers to receive the dole. In the accounts 
for 1875 are payments of £10 2s. od. for dole, the trustees having also subscribed 8s. 6d. for cleaning the 
HaU and crying the distribution, and 7s. for policemen assisting. The money is now given in boots and 
shoes. 

George Lawrence's Charity. 

This Charity was founded by George Lawrence, formerly of Newark-upon-Trent, in the County of 
Nottingham, Merchant, who by his will dated the ist December, 1797, gave to the Mayor and Aldermen 
of the Borough of Newark, the sum of £1,000 upon trust, to invest the same, and the interest thereof he 
directed to be applied for the following principal objects, namely : towards the allowances to the Alms- 
men and women who should be elected into the Almshouses founded by William Philhpot, in Newark, or 
in providing clothes or other necessaries for them. 

The Charity is endowed with the following properties, namely : £1,839 i^- 7^- invested in £2| per cent, 
consols in the names of the official Trustees of Charitable Funds. 

The ordinary yearly income of the Charity amounts to £45 17s. 4d. and consists of the following par- 
ticulars, namely : dividends on the above mentioned consols. 

The net income is now apphed in payments to eighteen Beadspeople. 

Bishop White's Charity. 

Thomas White, D.D., late Bishop of Peterborough, by his will proved 19th July, 1698, gave the following 
directions : — To be buried in the Parish Church, where I shall die without any funeral pomp or expense 
above £10. To the poor of the parish where I shall die £10. To the poor of Adlington in Kent, where 
I was born £240. To the poor of Newark co. Notts. £240 ; of Bottesford co. Leicestershire £240 ; of 
Peterburgh £240, and of Castor co. Northamp. £240, all which sums to be laid out in lands for the poor, 
and £10 yearly to be distributed in each of the said places. To the poor among the deprived clergy for not 
taking the oath 1689, £200, to be distributed by Frances Turner, late Bishop of Ely. Then • follow 
numerous bequests to relatives and friends, including £10 to Robert Marris, of Newark. All his papers, 
sermons, &c., were to be burnt and all his printed books to be given to the town of Newark to form a 
Library or the beginning of a Library for that town.* The good Bishop's gift to Newark of £240 was to be 
aid out in land, £10 of which rent he allotted to the poor, yearly, for ever, and the surplusage, whatever it 
should be, to the rector as a reward for his pains and fideUty in the distribution of the said £10 to the 
poor ; and he directed that the distribution should be made yearly by the vicar, in the church-porch, 

*MiscelIaiiia Geuealogica, July 10th, 1889. 
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in the presence of the churchwardens or overseers, in the following manner ; viz., that it should be dis- 
tributed the 14th December to twenty poor famiHes or persons of forty years old, each by equal share, 
reckomng husband and wife for one person, who should before the receipt thereof exactly and distinctly 
repeat the Lord's Prayer, the Apostle's Creed, and the Ten Commandments, without missing or changing 
one word therein ; and if any man and wife should appear for a share in the said charity, it should not 
be a sufficient quaUfication for them that one of them made the exact rehearsal, but they should both make 
it, or else have no share at all in ft. He further says : " I design this gift not only as corporal but as spirit- 
ual ahnsto do good to the souls as weU as the bodies of the poor having with sorrow of heart taken notice of 
the inconceivable ignorance which prevails amongst the poorer sort of people that they are (at least very 
many of them) Christians only in name but know not why they are so, nor what it is they are to believe 
or practice or pray for to answer the demand of the Christian profession. To encourage them therefore 

to learn the fundamentals of the Christian religion I have bequeathed this charity And my will 

is that this part of my will may be transcribed and lockt up in the parish chest and that yearly on the 
last Sunday in November after morning service the vicar do read this part of it to the poor and the 
inhabitants." 

The Charity is endowed with the following properties, viz. :— 25-95th parts of net rents derived from 
lands at Besthorpe and Girton, Notts. 

The net income is now appUed in £10 being distributed amongst 20 poor persons by the Vicar and 
the remainder to him for his pains in distributing. 



Henry Stone's Charity. — The Jersey School. 

The Trustees, acting in the administration of the Charity, submitted the following statement to the 
Charity Commissioners on the appointment of new trustees in 1876. 

The Charity was founded by Henry Stone, who by his will dated 6th July, 1688, gave the sum of 
£1,400 to be paid to certain Trustees therein named, whom he empowered to purchase lands therewith, 
and to settle the same in trust for the Corporations of Lincoln and Newark, for the following principal 
objects, namely, for the employment of poor people in work, living and inhabiting within the precincts 
and Umits of the said Corporations of Lincoln and Newark, the moiety of the said £1,400 to be settled for 
the use of the Jersey School in Lincoln, and the remainder to_the like use in Newark. (Jersey is fine 
yam wool). 

The Charity is endowed with the following properties, viz. : — a Jersey School and five small houses 
adjoining, long occupied by the Mistress of the Jersey School, and Chapman and Ellis's four widows ; 
70-95th parts of net rents derived from lands at Besthorpe and Girton, Nottinghamshire ; £5,818 8s. 8d. 
invested in £2^ per cent, consols in the names of the official Trustees of charitable funds. 

The ordinary yearly income of the Charity amounts to £178, and consists of the following particulars, 
namely, 7o-95th parts of net rents derived from lands at Besthorpe and Girton, Notts. ; dividends on the 
above mentioned £22 per cent, consols ; and rent of Jersey School and cottages. 
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The net income used to be applied in the maintenance of the Jersey School, in payment of mistresses' 
salaries, and wages to poor women in knitting worsted (spun in the Jersey School) into stockings. Take the 
accounts for 1875 by way of illustration. In that year £156 was paid for worsted, £34 is. od. to the 
Reading Mistress, £21 9s. od. to the Spinning Mistress, £94 4s. od. to 12 girls for spinning, and £58 15s. od. 
for knitting 940 pairs of stockings at is. 3d. per pair. On the receipt side the principal item apart from 
rents and dividends is, " By Lilly's Charity, 970 pairs of stockings distributed to the poor at iid. per pair, 
£44 9s. 2d." 

The Jersey School has now been discontinued (with the consent of Christ's Hospital to whom in the 
event of discontinuance the funds would otherwise have reverted), and the sum of £5,818 together with 
a further sum of £715 which has accumulated since the school was closed is to be appropriated to the erec- 
tion of a Secondary School for girls adjoining the School of Art. It is anticipated that a sum of £1,000 
will be set aside to provide an annual income out of which the trustees can pay sums of £8 per annum 
school fees, and £3 each towards the clothing of girls of poor famihes in the Borough. 

John Lilly's Charity. 

John Lilly, by indenture dated 19th December, 1623, enfeoffed certain Trustees in a messuage called 
" Bathley Grange," in Bathley, in trust for the Alderman and Assistants of the Borough of Newark, and 
their successors, for the following principal objects, namely, to be disposed of among the poor children 
working in the Jersey School, and in default of such School, to be appHed towards the reHef of the poor of 
the said town. 

Property in Bathley, Holme, and North Muskham had been left to the Lilly family on 17th April, 
i58i,byJohn Smith, on condition that they should pay yearly to ten poor persons in North Muskham, 
Bathley, and Holme, 20s. to each quarterly, "such poor persons to be chosen of his own poor kindred, if 
any, and the rest out of such as were born in the county. ' ' A black gown was to be given to each yearly 
at Christmas with an I and an S of red cloth on the left sleeve, each gown to be of the value of 8s., 
and the devisees and their heirs were to provide ' ' some convenient, handsome room and place within the 
church of North Muskham, wherein the said ten poor persons might sit together to serve God." Pro- 
vision was to be made for four sermons to be preached annually, and the poor were to have a dinner in the 
house of the said Grange in remembrance of him for ever. 

A part of the estate thus devised (the Bathley Grange Farm) was, as before stated, conveyed in 1623 
by John LiUy to the Corporation of Newark to found his charity, a sum of £y 7s. being set aside for the 
purposes of Smith's Charity. 

The Charity is now endowed with 63a. ir. i4p. of land situate at Bathley, Notts., let at the yearly rent 
of £65. (In 1875 the rent was £146). 

Out of the income, £3 6s. lod. is paid to Chapman's Charity, and £y 7s. to Smith's headers, three of 
whom in 1905 were from North Muskham, and one from Bathley. The headers' feast at the farmhouse 
has been discontinued for many years, and the Jersey School being closed the residue will pass 
under the new scheme to the Secondary School for girls about to be erected out [of Lilly and Stone's 
Charities. 
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Chapman's Charity. 

The following extract from Chapman's will is in the Corporation Minute Book :— 

First I give unto the Aldermen and Assistants of Newark and their successors for the time being, one house or tenement in 
Appleton Gate, etc., for the use hereinafter mentioned that is to say. two bays of stone building next to the church butting 
upon the land]of Mr. I^everett on the west shall be repaired, and divided into convenient rooms, at the discretion of the Vicar, 
Aldermen, and ^Assistants, and at their ^charges, to be gathered and had out of the rent of the rest of the said house. The 
which two bays being repaired, my will is that four poor widows, viz., Barbara Wright, Widow Tinker, Widow Symon, and 
Widow Bailie, be placed in the said rooms, as soon as the same can be made fit. Moreover my will is, that the rent and profit 
of the said house, and whatsoever shall arise or grow thereout shall be and remain towards the maintenance and relief of the said 
four widows, and after the decease of those four widows or any one of them, others to be placed in their room at discretion of 
the Vicar, Aldermen and Assistants, forever. 

The Charity is endowed with the following properties, viz. : — £6 4s. od. land tax derived from Laughton 
Estate ; £5 i6s. yd. land tax derived from Stone and White's Estates ; £3 6s. lod. land tax derived from 
Bathley Grange ; 14s. od. land tax ; £100 2^ per cent. Consols invested in the names of the official Trustees 
of Charitable Funds. 

The ordinary yearly income of the Charity amounts to £18 lis. 5d. 

The net income is applied for the benefit of four poor widows, residing in the almshouses in Guildhall 
Street. 

Timothy Ellis's Charity. 

Timothy EUis, by will dated 12th May, 1704, gave his three chambers by the churchyard, over part of 
the butcher's shambles, in trust for the support of three poor widows. The Charity is now endowed with 
two rent charges amounting to £3 12s. per annum which is applied in payment of weekly allowances to 
three poor widows. 

On the almhouses in Guildhall Street is the following inscription : — " A.D. 1619 Chapman gave a 
house in Appleton Gate for 4 poor widows, and Timothy Ellis A.D. 1704 gave three chambers by the 
churchyard for three poor widows. The house was sold and the chambers were pulled down many years 
ago. The widows have immemorially occupied these houses, and in perpetuation thereof the Charity 
Trustees have affixed this tablet A.D. 1840." 

Richard Lamb's Charity. 

Richard Lamb, by will in 1675, gave the yearly sum of 25s. to be issuing out of his dwelHng-house 
to be distributed to the poorest housekeepers. The yearly income is 25s' rent charge out of a house in 
Carter Gate, and is applied in paying 25 poor housekeepers is. annually. 

William Bethell's Charity. 

William Bethell, by indenture dated 23rd October, 9th James, gave £10 to the Alderman and Assist- 
ants, the interest to be appUed in paying 6s. 8d. to the Vicar for a sermon, and 13s. 4d. to the poor. The 
Charity is now endowed with i-96th part of net rents of lands at East and West Laughton, the income 
being 9s.- iid. one-third of which is payable to the Vicar, and two-thirds is given to the poor m coals. 
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John Johnson's Chartty. 

By will dated 22nd October, 1655, John Johnson gave £50, the interest whereof was yearly to be 
employed towards the most necessary repairs of the church windows. The Charity is endowed with 
5-96th parts of net rents derived from lands at East and West Laughton, Lincolnshire. The ordinary 
yearly income of the Charity amounts to £2 8s. gd. which is applied in payment of the amount of the 
net rents to the Churchwardens for repairs to church windows. 

John Martin's Charity. 

The Charity was founded by John Martin, who by deed or will dated 14th March, 1663, gave the use 
of /50 to be paid to the Mayor and x\lderman to be laid out in coals and distributed by them yearly at 
Christmas. 

The Charity is endowed with 5-96th parts of net rents derived from lands at East and West Laughton. 

The ordinary yearly income of the Charity amounts to £2 8s. gd., and is now apphed in the purchase 
of coals for distribution among the poor annually. 

Emma Watson's Charity. 

The Charity was founded by Emma Watson, who by her will dated 8th December, 1675, gave to the 
Mayor and Alderman £50 to be put out at interest to be applied in buying coals or com for the poor. 

The Charity is endowed with 5-96th parts of net rents derived from lands at East and West Laughton. 

The ordinary yearly income amounts to £2 8s. gd. and is given in coals amongst the poor. 

Lady Frances Leake's Charity. 

The Charity was founded by Lady Frances Leake, who by her will dated 23rd December, 1690, gave 
£100 to be applied for the following principal object, namely : to the use of the poor ; and £200 to be 
in plate for the Communion Table. 

The Charity is endowed with 5-96th parts of net rents derived from lands at East and West Laughton. 

The ordinary yearly income amounts to £4 i8s. 6d., and is now applied in purchase of coals, and 
distribution of the same amongst the poor. 

Thomas Summers' Charity. 

Thomas Summers, by his will dated the ist August, 1705, charged his lands at Carlton, and the mes- 
suage he then lived in in Newark, with £500 to the Mayor and Alderman to purchase lands, and out of the 
produce to pay weekly to five beadsmen in Newark is. each for ever, and the surplus to be given among 
the poor on every 2nd of February. 

The Charity is endowed with 5o-96ths parts of net rents derived from lands at East and West Laughton. 

The ordmary yearly income amounts to £24, and is applied in payment of is. each per week, to five 
beadsmen, and the remainder to purchase of coal and distribution of the same. 
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John Johnson's (further) Charity. 
The Charity was founded by John Johnson, who by his will dated 22nd October, 1655, gave a rent 
charge of £5 per annum, for the use of " fifty of the poorest and ancient widowers and widows of Newark," 
to be paid annually on the 20th of December and distributed the day after ; and he gave four cottages 
in Parish Lane (Guildhall Street) to be for ever enjoyed by four old widows to be therein placed in succes- 
sion by the appointment of the Mayor and Aldermen. 

The Charity is endowed with the followmg properties, viz. : annual rent charge of £5 in [respect"]of a 
house in Wilson Street payable by His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, and the net income is applied in 
payment to 50 poor widows and widowers 2s. each on the 21st December annually. 

Anthony Collingwood's Charity. 

Anthony CoUingwood by his will dated 8th March, 1678, gave to his wife all his house and lands for 
life, and after her death he gave his lands in reversion that were then belonging to Mrs. Martin, purchased 
by him of Henry Girton, lying in Farndon, and in AUington, to the Mayor and Aldermen of Newark, in 
trust, for the better enabling the Vicar of Newark to maintain prayers, commonly called divine service, 
to be performed twice every day in the week in the Parish Church of Newark ; he also gave his house 
in Stodman Street, Newark, to the said Mayor and Aldermen to be held by them after the death of his 
wife for ever, to the use of the poor of the said corporation ; he also gave his house in Carter Gate to the 
said Mayor and Aldei'men for the repairs and better support of the fabric of the Parish Church of Newark. 

The Charity (having reference only to that part which was included in the testator's devise of his house 
in Stodman Street), is endowed with the following properties namely : £819 13s. 5d. invested in 2^ per 
cent. Consols in the names of the official Trustees of Charitable Funds ; £147 12s. 8d. invested in 2^ per 
cent. Consols in the names of the official Trustees of Charitable Funds. 

The ordinary yearly income of the Charity amounts to £24 4s. od., and is applied in the purchase of 
coals, and distribution of the same amongst the poor of the town on the 2nd February and 21st December 
annually, also the purchase of clothing to the value of £5, and distribution of the same amongst 
Chapman and Ellis's widows. 

There are also the following church charities ; £5 annually left by John Smith, rent charge of a house 
in Stodman Street given to widows; the interest of £1,000 invested in Consols left by Mr. Henry 
Branston for the reparation and' beautifying of the Church ; £4 i6s. od. annually from Consols bequeathed 
by Mary Ann Wagstaff in 1862 for the like purpose ; £8 is. od. annually from Consols left by Mrs. Frances 
Dixon, to be distributed by the Vicar to the poor at Christmas ; a sum of £10 8s. 4d. quarterly bequeathed 
by Dr. Barnard Wilson, formerly Vicar of Newark, one-fifth to the Vicar for a sermon, and four- 
fifths to the poor ; and the income from £20 left by Mrs. Myring to be expended at the Vicar's discretion. 
St. Mary's Rooms, in Balderton Gate, are vested in trustees for the Church, the freehold having been 
purchased by the Vicar in 1892. A rent charge is made upon them of £9, which with the interest of £200, 
in consols, given by the Vicar, forms an endowment for 12 choir boys, in addition to the Magnus boys. 

[For information respecting the Charities (except St. Leonards, Magnus, Brown, and Phillpot) we are indebted to a statement 
printed and published by order of the Minor Charity Trustees in 1876. The figures relating to income and expenditure 
have been revised, and brought down to date.] 
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CHAPTER X. 

Newark held such a prominent position in the middle ages that it had the honour of sending repre- 
sentatives to the great councils of the nation at a very early period. The bailiffs of Newark were directed 
to arrange for members to be present at the great Council held at Westminster on 26th September, 1337, 
when money was required for the war with France, the barons and knights giving a fifteenth and the 
towns and clergy a tenth for three years. Each of the selected boroughs was ordered to send three or 
four men to this Council, and Newark sent three, viz., Henricus Monser (Mons), Wilhelmus Durant and 
Ricardus de Burton.* The town, however, possessed no Parliamentary privileges until 336 years later. 

The Earl of Rutland tried to secure the town the right to regularly return members in the time of 
Queen Elizabeth, but did not succeed. Thomas Wylson, Secretary of State, writes to him :— " I have 
moved the Queen for the town of Newark and have obtained her consent that the book shall be en- 
grossed by Mr. Attorney, and all the articles allowed, save the nomination of two burgesses. It is thought 
that there are over many already, and there will be a device hereafter to lessen the number for divers de- 
cayed towns. "| 

This was in June 1579 when a New Charter was being obtained.f It was not until 1673 that 
Newark was incorporated as a free borough and entitled to send two members to Parliament by letters 
patent dated March 2ist in that year, from which period it continued to possess the right to return two 
representatives to the lower house until the re-distribution of seats which followed the Reform BiU of 
1885 when Newark became merged in a Parliamentary division. This division, of which Newark 
IS the centre, comprises 109 parishes and sends one member only. 

The following is the list of members with some biographical and historical notes appended :-- 

* Return of members ordered by the House of Commons to be printed 1st March, 1878, p. 11.^ 

+ Hist. MSS. Reports, Duke of Rutland's papers, Vol. I., p. 117. 

t Ante p. 30. 
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1673 (August 7th).— Mr. H. Savile and Sir Paul Neale. 

These gentlemen were returned under the New Charter which had been granted by the Crown, but as the writ had not 
been issued for an election by the House of Commons a most important Constitutional point was raised. Undue means, 
were alleged to have been used in obtaining the Charter, but the discussion turned mainly upon the question of the right 
of the Crown to give power to elect members without the authority of an Act of Parliament. 

The entry in the journal of the House of Commons states the petition of two persons of Newark, one of Balderton and 
one of Winthorpe on behalf of themselves and the most of the gentlemen, freemen, freeholders, and copyholders of these 
towns complaining of undue means and practices in obtaining the Charter. This was in May, 1876. 

It was referred to the Committee of Privileges and Elections to consider it with a petition against the return. 
The matter still lingered, the members not being permitted to take their seats. On 26th February, 1677, it was discussed 
by the House. The petition of Mr. Savile was read. Counsel were called in and heard. 

Mr. Sergt. Crooke contended that the King might create Boroughs for the public good even during the sitting of Par- 
liament. A Charter was a ilower of the Crown, he could restrain the manner of election as he chose. If by the Charter 
those who pay the wages have no voice in the election that was also the case in many places. He moved for a committee 
to inquire into the King's right to grant Charters to new Boroughs and to revive old. 

Mr. Powle asked what then would happen if the King became a papist. Boroughs sending 50 papists might be pre- 
dominant. He said there were many precedents, and that it was a rule that the King could not impose a charge upon a 
borough, and whether it was a charge or a franchise he could not grant it. But it was a charge because they would have 
to pay the wages as a burden on themselves, whereas otherwise they should only bear a proportion with the county. 
This was the only borough new created. He said the practice was that the constitution of the House was never altered 
but by Act of Parliament. The election is confined to a few and yet all are to bear the charges of the burgesses. 
Qui sentit commodum sentire debet et onus. 

Mr. Waller denied that the King could not grant a Charter to Newark while Parliament was sitting, for Parliament 
had been sitting for 16 years and could the King's prerogative be suspended all that time ? 

Sergeant Maynard contended that the King might limit the privilege of election as he chose with the consent of the 
place incorporated. 

Mr. Sackeverill : — " The towns of Cottington, Bladderton (sic) and Winthorpe, are drawn into wages of burgess-ship 
and but part of the Corporation have benefit of the Charter ; and all are subject to the jurisdiction of the Corporation 
and corporators summoned to the Corporation Court — thus it creates new services. And in the grants of markets, &c., 
they have a clause, nisi sit ad quod aliquod damnum. ' ' 

Mr. Secretary Williamson contended that " To dispute the King's power of granting charters with a clause of sending 
burgesses, would shake many boroughs in England." 

Sir Nich Carew said he was glad to find that the best strength of the Charter was the vote of the House though it was 
against several laws. 

The question was then put, whether by virtue of the Charter Newark had a right to send burgesses to Parliament ? 
And it was resolved in the afiSrmative. 

After which, the question was put, "that the members were duly returned," which passed in the negative. And a 
new writ was ordered, which was issued on April 7th, 1677. 

It is an important fact that the King made Newark a Borough and gave the right of election to M.P.s, to the mayor 
and aldermen. The precedent of thus creating a borough by the Charter of the Crown and giving it the right of voting 
has however never since been followed. ■* 

The members elected were described as Henry Savile, Esq., of Barrowby, Lincoln, and Sir Paul Neale, of Coduor Castle, 
Derby, Knight. 

Opinions were so equally divided, that the resolution declaring Mr. Savile and Sir Paul Neale to have been duly 
elected, was only negatived by a majority of one, in a house of 205 members. The Corporation in acknowledgment 
of Mr. Savile 's services voted him a complimentary Latin address. 

"■ Mereweather and Stephens History of Boroughs and Municipal Corporations. 1835. 
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1677 (April 19.) — Mr. H. Savile and Sir R. Rothwell, Bart. 

The writ was issued to the Corporation on the 7th April and an election took place, which, according to the custom 
of the period was characterised by a great deal of excitement, expense, and hard drinking. The candidates were on the 
one political side, Sir Robert Markham and Henry Savile. and on the other Peniston Whalley and Sir Richard Rothwell. 

The ' ' Savile Correspondence ' ' published by the Camden Society, gives an account of the candidature of Sir Henry 
Savile who represented the Borovigh in 1673 and 1677. Writing from Newark on April 16th in the latter year, Mr. 
Savile says : "I have been all this day sick to agony with four days swallowing mere good ale and ill sack, than one 
would think that a country town oould have held, and this worthy employment must be begun again to-morrow 
though I burst for it. Therefore pray for me, and pity me, for I would gladly change my next three days with any 
slave at Algiers." 

The result of the contest was that Mr. Savile became the first burgess of Newark, and Sir Richard Rothwell, the .second. 
The expense had been so great that Mr. Savile writing after the contest says that every letter giving an account of 
his outlay makes his heart bleed as much as his purse. 

ilr. H. Savile was the brother of George Savile, first Marquis of Halifax, Lord .High Treasurer, and he contested 
Newark in his distinguished brother's interest. A ludicrous incident, says his able biographer, nearly ruined his 
chances. "The House of Commons, anxious to stay the abuse of treating. had recently passed a vote by which 

treating to an extent exceeding the modest sum of £10 should have vitiated any election. The Newark men, however, 
saw no reason why legislative viitue should deprive a willing constituency of cakes and ale ; they ascribed the ob- 
noxious vote to Harry's interest with his Uncle William, carried about a grotesque effigy of ' the Ten Pound burgess 
and would have burnt it but for the intervention of the authorities. So poor Harry was forced into a wholesale 
transgression of the salutary restriction."* 

When Lord Deincourt thought of trying in 1679 for parliamentary honours, Mr. Savile took occasion to remind him 
that Newark would not much approve a dry election. "They would think it a thing of ill example and [tending to 
induce presbytery by the way of small beer, besides the detriment it might bring to His Majesty's revenue' of excise." 

Mr. Henry Savile, who was born at Ruiford, became a popular courtier and astute diplomatist. When envoy at Paris, 
he endeavoured to check the ambitious designs of Louis XIV., and made efforts to lessen the severity of that King's edict 
against his Protestant subjects. He was also in intimate correspondence with Algernon Sydney. He died in Paris, October, 
1687, at the comparatively early age of 45. 

1678-9 (February i8th). — Robert Leeke and Lord^Deincourt, eldest son of Nicholas, Earl of Scarsdale. 

1679 (August 28tli). — Sir Robert Markham, Bart., and Sir Richard Rothwell, Bart. 

1 680-1 (February 24th). — The same. 

1685 (March 26th). — Sir H. Savile and Phihp Darcy. 

1688-9 (January 8th). — Right Hon. the Lord Eland and Nicholas Saunderson. 

1689-90 (March 8th).— William, Lord Eland, eldest son of the Marquis of Halifax, and Nicholas Saunderson. 

1693 (February). — Sir Francis Molyneux. 

Sir Francis was elected in the place of Nicholas Saunderson, deceased. His opponent was Sir Richard liarle, Bart. A 
petition was presented alleging that many who would have supported Sir Richard were denied their votes, but Sir Francis 
retained the seat. 

1695 (April 9th). — Sir George Markham. 

In the place of Lord Eland, now Marquis of Halifax, called to the Upper House. 

■^Life of the First Marquis of Halifax by H. C. Foxcroft (London : Longmans) Vol. I., p. 128 (note). 
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1695 (October 22nd).— Sir George Markham, Bart., and Sir Francis Molyneux, Bart. 

In the correspondence of Mr. Justice Rokeby (p. 55) is n letter from J. White to his cousin I^ady Rokeby, dated Car- 
burton, September 16th, 1695, in which he says : "My son is not like to stand at Newark unless you can help me to 
^1,000 or ;£500 to throw away upon yt debauched borough which is not otherwise to be opened." 

1698 (July 25th). — James Saunderson and John Raynor. 

Three candidates offered themselves, Sir_ Francis Molyneux, James Saunderson and John Raynor. The two former 
were returned by the Mayor, but the latter petitioned the House against the return. On January 11th, 1699—1700 the 
return was amended and the name of Sir Francis Molyneux erased. 

The petitioners counsel alleged that 50 people who had a right to vote for the petitioner had been refused, and com- 
plained of the partiality of the Mayor and Town Clerk. One witness (Gilbert Cozens) said he heard the Mayor, Mr. 
Edward Hobson, say to Sir Francis, " Be not daunted, right or wrong we will have you." Another witness named Snow 
said the Mayor told him he was glad to see him, thinking he was going to vote for Molyneux ,but when he declared h 
voted for Raynor the Mayor said he had no vote and bade the of&cers turn him out. He had a shop in the Market 
Place and had voted before. A number of other witnesses were examined to prove that the Mayor polled several no 
qualified and refused others, and eventually on 11th January, 1700, it was decided that Raynor had been elected, and that 
all inhabitants who paid, or ought to pay, scot and lot, had a right to vote. The Mayor was taken into custody by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms and so remained until the 23rd, when he presented a petition regretting that he had incurred the dis 
pleasure of the House and pointing out that he was a poor man "with a great charge of children." The House thereupon 
ordered him to be brought to the bar on the 24th inst., ' ' where upon his knees he received a reprimand from the Speaker, 
and was discharged on paying his fees.' ' 

The Committee of Parliament determined the right of election in Newark to be in all the inhabitants who pay or ought 
to pay scot and lot to which the House added before " the inhabitants' ' the ' ' mayor and aldermen." ' 

In 1793, complicated statements of right having been delivered by each of the parties, the committee simply determined 
it to be " in the Mayor, aldermen and all the inhabitants paying scot and lot, ' ' in whom it continued until the Reform 
Act of 1832. 

1700-1 (January gth). — John Raynor and Sir George Markham. 

On February 14th, 1701, a petition was presented by James Saunderson against the return of Sir George Markham, but 
without effect. 

1701 (November 29th). — Sir Matthew Jenison and James Saunderson. 

On January 3rd, 1702, a petition was presented by John Raynor, who alleged that Sir Matthew sent money to all the 
public-houses and caused all the voters to be publicly entertained, and so procured the election of himself and Sir George 
Markham. The petition was referred to the Committee of Privileges. 

1702 (July 2ist). — The same. 

1707. — James Saunderson and John Digby. 

Mr. Saunderson was one of the Commissioners appointed to execute the office of alienations. He obtained the King's 
leave to travel, was away three years, and then served as member for Newark.— (Cal. of Treasury Papers II. 311.) 

1710 (December).— Sir Thomas Willoughby, of Wollaton, and Richard Newdigate, of Newark. 

On December 5th, a petition was presented by Richard Sutton, Esq., stating that Newdigate by beating several of the 
petitioner's voters and deterring others, and by bribery had procured himself to be returned with Willoughby. The peti- 
tion was referred to the Committee. 

171 1.— Sir Thomas Willoughby being called to the House of Peers, by the title of Baron Middleton of Middleton, in the 
county of Warwick ; he was succeeded by the Honourable Brigadier-General Sutton. 
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John Digby, a former member seems to have been expecting to be a candidate again for writing to the Duchess of 
Newcastle, February 27th, 1711-12, he says : — "If your grace's orders to your agent had been obeyed, as they ought 
to have been, I should now be member of Parliament for Newark, and I shall always think myself under the same 
obligation as if my success had been equal to your kindness." {12th Rep. Hist. MSS. Part II. Coke MSS. Vol II. p. 234). 

1713. — Brigadier-General Sutton and Richard Newdigate. 

1715. — Brigadier-General Sutton and the Honourable Conyers Darcy. 

Newdigate, who was defeated, presented a petition on March 30th alleging threats and bribery, but it was unsuccessful. 

1715 (December 14th). — Hon. Conyers Darcy re-elected on appointment as Master of the Horse. 

1719 (January 22nd). — Darcy re-elected on being appointed Master of the Household. 

1722. — Brigadier-General Sutton and Sir Matthew Jenison. 

1724 (April). — Sutton re-elected on appointment as Comptroller of the Household. 

1727. — Brigadier-General Sutton and the Hon. James Pelham. 

1734. — The same. 

1738. — Brigadier-General Sutton dying, he was succeeded by Lord William Manners. 

1741. — Lord William Manners and Job Staunton Charlton, of Staunton. 

An interesting correspondence relating to the election of 1741 has been preserved* : — 

THE DUKES OF NEWCASTLE AND RUTLAND, 

Writing to the Mayor and Aldermen of Newark say : — 

" The present parliament drawing near to a conclusion and my Lord William Manners and Mr. Charlton intending to 
offer their services to the Corporation and Town of Newark at the next election we are encouraged from the goodness you 
have always showed to us to hope for your favours to them upon that occasion. We take this opportunity to assure 
you of our constant regard to the interest and prosperity of your corporation and of the truth and sincerity with which 
we shall always be yours." 

PROM SIR R. HERON TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Newark, January 31, 1740 — 1. 

It was with great pleasure I received the Honour of your Grace's commands touching Mr. Charlton who is a very 
worthy and ingenious gentleman. ... I read to Mr. Poster your kind mention of hini. We have met .at Mr. 
Charlton's and conclude that a joint letter from your Grace and the Duke of Rutland to the Corporation would be proper 
and about four or five more from your Grace to such private gentlemen as you used to write to on that occasion. 

There is a petition to the House of Commons signed here for a navigation Bill in favour of Newark. . One scheme 

of it is a cutt from the main Trent through your Grace's and Lord Robert Sutton's estate into our branch of the 
River. . . . This I give as a private caution to your Grace who will no doubt give a very agreeable answer as you 
are a well-wisher to the prosperity of the Town. RO. HERON. 

PROM R. TWELLS TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Newark, January 31, 1740. 

Your Grace recently wrote to the Mayor and Aldermen as a Body, Dr. Wilson, Mr. Poster, Mr. Stowe, Dr. Taylor, Mr. 

Rastall, Mr. Farrow, Mr. R. Hoyes. The candidates are highly agreable to your Grace's friends particularly to the Mayor 

and Aldermen as Doctor Wilson who would have inflamed the Borough is disappointed in his scheme and had vowed 

the destruction of them all, and surely will as far as he is able by his greate Riches execute his wrath against them 

* B.M. Addl. MSS. Vol. 32696. 
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unless some way screened from his vengeance by your grace and my I<ord Duke of Rutland. I for my parte am determined 
to keepe them steady to your Grace's commands and they at all events will serve your Grace and his Grace of Rutland. 

RI. TWELLS. 

Then follow letters from Mr. Charlton to the Duke of Newcastle stating that the town is quiet and seems well pleased 
at the measures his Grace has taken. Next came rumours of opposition from Mr. Cartwright and Dr. Wilson. The 
Duke thereupon wrote to Dr. Wilson on February 21st, speaking highly of Mr. Charlton and reminding the doctor of his 
" absolute promise to be for anybody that I should recommend." Mr. Charlton, on April 27th, (1741) reports that he 
and Lord William Manners had walked over half the town and met with a good reception. He waited on Dr. Wilson who 
told him he had not yet decided how to act, but subsequently promised him his vote and interest and ' ' talked much about 
a Deanery." I<ord Middleton's appearing at Newark last week where he met the Cartwrights had damped all noise. Mr. 
Twells, however, on March 16th, wrote that the doctor was trying to raise opposition, but the town was unanimously 
against him. Mr. William Darwin had come to reside at Newark and was " warm against the Doctor." On April 25th, 
Mr. Twells writes that the Doctor has tried every gentleman in the neighbourhood, but without success, and the mob were 
much enraged against him for withdrawing himself after he had promised to stand. " On Thursday night they got about 
his house with a. full intent to have done mischief, but were appeased on being told that on Monday or Tuesday he 
would appear, and had given orders for the spending of ;^1,000." The end of the whole business is described in the follow- 
ing letter : — 

MR. TWELLS TO THE DUKE OP NEWCASTLE. 

Newarke, May 6, 1741. 
My Lord, 

In my last I acquainted your Grace that Dr. Wilson had given up all contest and that we were perfectly easy, that 
I feared the mob would fall upon his house for deserting them and it seems the doctor had the same f eares upon him 
and therefore in order to secure himselfe as well as he could he first orders all stones and rubbish to be removed from 
his gates and then Mr. Thomas Milnes, his steward,to cry up Mr. Holden and to treate all persons in his Name tho' without 
his orders. Accordingly on Tuesday very early they began to treate but stillcouldnotget Mr. Holden to move. In this 
perplexity they remained till about an hour before the election when they thought of Mr. Darwin and to him they apply 
and at last prevailed with him to come and demand a poll for Mr. Holden yet could not get Mr. Holden to appeare because 
he was under a promise to Lord William and Mr. Charleton not to give them the least disturbance and if there was 
occasion to vote for 'em. Upon this demand of a poll we demanded that as Mr. Holden was in Towne he should sweare to 
his Qualification upon which he appeares and declares himself a candidate, voted for Lord William and Mr. Charleton, and 
after he had polled 70 and Lord William and Mr. Charlton about 170 gave it up to Lord William and Mr. Charleton who 
were declared dulv elected. . . Thus was the mobb deverted from falling upon the Doctor and the Candidates had some 
small share of it. 

I am My Lord, 

Your Grace's most obedient humble servant, 

RI. TWELLS. 

1747. — ^The same. 

1751. — Charlton re-elected on appointment as Clerk of Delivery in the Ordnance Office. 

1754. — John Manners, the eldest son of Lord William, and Job Staunton Charlton. 

Dr. Wilson gave further diificulty at this election inducing Mr. Edward Hussey Delaval, who was born in 1729, and 
was brother and heir of Lord Delaval, to contest the seat. The numbers were Manners 367, Charlton 351, Delaval 216. 
Mr. Cole writing of Mr. Delaval says : — " An early episode in his life was his candidature for the Borough of Newark in 
the election of 1754 when his two elder brothers were returned to Parliament, Francis for Andover and John for Berwick- 
upon-Tweed. To secure his return his brothers entered into an agreement with D/. Barnard Wilson, D.D., Vicar of Newark, 
1719-72 who used all his influence given him by his position there and the possession of a large fortune, obtained by 
questionable means from Sir George Markham, of Sedgebrook, to establish his parliamentary influence in the borough 
in opposition to that of the neighbouring Dukes of Rutland and Newcastle. This was the second time that a nominee 
of Dr. Wilson had contested the Borough, and this was the agreement made. ' Dr. Wilson agrees that if Edward Delava 
be not returned M.P. for Newark at the next general election, or if returned, be not continued sitting member for more 
than 14 days without petition, then Wilson to repay ^2,000 the sum lent him by Francis B. Delaval, Esq., in order to defray 
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the expense of the'above named election for Newark, but if the said gentleman be returned as above recited then the note 
given by Dr. Wilson to be void. Signed B. Wilson and Francis Blake Delaval ; witnesses Will Beckford and John 
Delaval.' Mr. Edward Delaval was defeated 'by a very inconsiderable majority,' but Dr. Wilson refused to return the 
money, and litigation in regard to it was still going on as late as 1762." (Vide "History of Doddington,"£by the 
Rev. R. E. G. Cole, p. 184-5.) 

1761. — John Manners and Thomas Thoroton. 

1768. — John Manners and the Right Hon. Jolm Shelley. 

1774. — George Sutton, the eldest son of Lord George Sutton and Major-General Henry Clinton. 
The numbers were Sutton 565, Clinton 436, Humphrey Sibthorpe 217. 

1780. — George Sutton gave place to his father, the Right Honourable Lord George Sutton, who with Major- 
General, then Sir Henry Clinton, Knight of the Bath, was returned. 

The numbers were Clinton 518, Sutton 510, Robert Foster 418. 
1783. — John Manners Sutton, the second son of Lord George, (on the decease of his father.) 

1784. — John Manners Sutton and the Right Honourable Constantine John Lord Mulgrave. 

De Pulteney writing to the Duke of Rutland, December 18th, 1785, from Kelham says, " I am here with Sutton. He has 
feasted the Newark Aldermen, and treated them with coursing and shooting, so that I suppose were an election to come 
shortly, he without the assistance of any of his brothers, would be a match in that Borough for the Duke of Newcastle 
himself. I flatter myself that you will acquaint me before Parliament meet with what I am to expect from Mr. Pitt." 

1790. — John Manners Sutton and Lieutenant Colonel William Crosbie. 

The election papers have been preserved of the contest in 1790, when the candidates were Col. Crosbie, Col. Sutton, 
and Mr. W. Paxton, whose address is dated from London. They give little indication of the points of national interest 
that were before the electors, but they show that a large amount of personal animus was imported into the contest, there 
being a sharp passage of arms between Mr. C. Manners Sutton and Mr. W. Dickinson Rastall. Mr. Rastall was accused 
of ofiering to sell to Colonel Sutton his interest in the Borough for the sum of ^3,000, an accusation which he indignantly 
denied, his denial eventually assuming the form of an affidavit dated 7th May, 1790, and sworn before J. Sikes, one of His 
Majesty's Justices of the Peace, in which he declared that he never had directly or indirectly made any offer respecting 
the Borough, the election of its members or his interest within it, to the Duke of Newcastle or his agents, it having always 
been his determination to oppose the election " of more than one member connected with any of those great families who 
have of late years represented the town.' ' This declaration the Reds satirised in verse :— 

■• And is not this a valiant act 
Which few have dared to try 
That where the word won't prove the fact 
An oath shall justify." 

Poetical effusions on both sides were numerous throughout the contest, from which it appears that Mr. Paxton, described 
as a Scotch gentleman, was introduced as a Blue for the purpose of upsetting one of the Reds. The first verse of a song 
entitled " True Blue," runs thus : — 

" Have patience good neighbours, I'll sing you a song. 
Which you'll confess to be true before I have done, 
Its concerning the Reds that always ruled the town, 
But we'll lower their topsails now Paxton's come down." 

To which the Reds responded by aii election song in praise of Sutton beginning :^ 

" The name of a Sutton I love from my soul, 
And I'll drink to his health in a full flowing bowl; 
Independent in the Senate and brave in the field, 
His country's defender, his countrymen's shield." 
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An indepenieat poet became so concerned at the bad Eeeliug that was being engendered throughout the contest that he 
issued a fervent appeal for more calmness and goodwill : 

" Let us not then, with envious rage 

By furious zeal misled 
In weak, unsocial broils engage, 

Because we're Blue or Red 
Let faction's dart for once subside 

By amity's decree. 
And though our interest must divide 

Unanimous let us be." 

An aUress was issued by Mr. Paxton and his friends earnestly requesting that those in his interest " will desist from 
walking about with sticks or bludgeons, and that they will offer no affront to anyone because he differs with them in 
party or opinion." 

The first day's polling (June 18) was as follows : — Paxton 32, Sutton 31, Crosbie 31. On the 2nd day the positions 
had been reversed. Col. Crosbie having 182, Col. Sutton 180, and Mr. Paxton 155. Mr. Paxton was ultimately 
defeated, the final numbers being Crosbie 403, Sutton 386, Paxton 291. In an address dated from Queen's Square, 
London, on June 26th, Paxton protested that the majority against him had been secured by the conduct of the Mayor 
in admitting a limited right of election, and that he should take means to appeal against the course which the Mayor had 
pursued. 

A petition was presented by Mr. Paxton and several electors who had supported him, and the hearing was commenced 
before a Parliamentary Committee on Friday Uth March, 1791. The allegation was that there was a majority of votes 
in favour of Mr. Paxton, but that Mr. Mills, the returning officer, by rejecting many legal votes, obtained a colourable 
majority in favour of the sitting members. The petitioners pointed out that according to a resolution of the House on the 
right of election dated llth January, 1699, the right to vote rested with the Mayor, Aldermen and all the inhabitants 
within the borough. " who pay, or ought to pay scot and lot." But the returning officer had decided that the words 
' ' or ought to pay ' ' were nugatory. Counsel for the petitioners (Mr. Douglas) said he should endeavour to prove that these 
words distinguished the borough from those purely scot and lot boroughs where the right was limited to those who actually 
paid The borough of Newark was not represented until 1676 when Charles II. exercised (in the last instance that occurred ) 
the prerogative which formerly belonged to the Crown of granting to a borough by Charter the privilege of sending 
representatives to the House of Commons. Having cited the words of the Charter, counsel went on to say that there 
was a pretty warm contest in 1699 when there were three candidates, but the struggle was between Mr. Raynor and Sir 
Francis Molyneux, and on the latter being returned Mr. Raynor lodged a petition complaining that several who were on 
the antecedent rate were fraudulently left out of that of 1698, and that 15 others neither on one rate nor the other, who 
were men of substance and who ought to pay, were rejected. It was remarkable that the petitioner was seated notwith- 
standing an agreement made at the poll that none but those who paid scot and lot should vote so that it was clear the 
Committee understood the evidence to be decisive of the right to vote. Counsel added that the numbers returned were 
Paxton 291, Crosbie 403, Sutton 386. He proposed to add 162 single votes to his client's poll, 14 who voted for him and 
Crosbie, and 7 who voted for him and Sutton, which wouldmake the numbers Paxton 474, Crosbie 417, Sutton 393. Wit- 
nesses were then called. 

Mr. Foster said he had known the borough for 50 years and had served as Alderman and Mayor. He stood candidate 
in 1780. He remembered the election of 1751 which was contested by Mr. Chailton and Mr. Craycraft. At that election, 
the only election in which he took an active part, he canvassed all householders who rented a house of 20s. rent 
whether on the books or not. They were thought to have good votes and he heard so from old people. He was unsuc- 
cessful in his own election and presented a petition but withdrew it. 

Mr Brough, Town Clerk for 30 years, produced the poll books for 1774 and 1780, and Mr. Martin, Mayor and returning 
officer on those occasions said he was advised to poll all inhabitant housekeepers and those who rented lands whether 
they were, or were not, on the poor rate. He returned Lord George Sutton and Sir Henry Clinton and all parties 
were pleased with his conduct. Mr. Heron, who had been Town Clerk from 1744 to 1754, said he remembered 
two contested elections in 1751 and 1754. Persons occupying property usually assessed had the right to vote. 

For the sitting members Guido Clark, an old resident, said he always understood the right to vote to be confined to 
those who were rated. 
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The Committee decided that the right to vote was with the Mayor, Aldermen and inhabitants who paid scot and lot, 
and that therefore Mr. Crosbie and Mr. Sutton were duly elected.* 

At the county assizes in 1792, several persons were indicted for bribery at tlie election, but were dismissed. One of the 
defendants was Mr. Dickinson Rastall, himself, and on his return to Newark, he received a very hearty reception, and 
cordial congratulations on his acquittal. He addressed the populace in the Market Place, thanking them for the feeling 

of regard that had induced them to meet him with drums and fifes, and flags, and in the evening an enormous bonfire 

was made in the Market, and three sheep were roasted whole. 

I7g6. — John Manners Sutton declined in favour of his younger brother, Thomas Manners Sutton, who was 
returned with Colonel Mark Wood. 

Sir William Paxton again offered himself but withdrew. " Paxton's Court," in Kirkgate, preserves his name. The 
numbers were Sutton 443, Wood 439, Paxton (retired) 381. 

lygy.—Thomas Manners Sutton re-elected on being created a Welsh Judge. 

i8o2. — Thomas Manners Sutton re-elected on appointment as Solicitor- General. 

i8o2. — Thomas Manners Sutton and Admiral Sir Charles Morice Pole. 

Admiral Sir Charles Morice Pole, G.C.B. Commanded a party of seamen landed for the siege of Pondicherry, 1778 ; 
captured a Spanish frigate, "said to have been the largest then afloat," 1782 ; present at the occupation of Toulon, 
1793 ; returned for Newark, 1802, ' ' and entered zealously on his duties ' ' ; one of the Lords of the Admiralty and 
Admiral of the Fleet. Retired from Newark 1806. 

1805.— Thomas Manners Sutton vacated on being appointed Baron of the Exchequer and Henry 
WiUoughby was elected. 

1806. — General Stapleton Cotton and Henry WiUoughby. 

1812. — General Stapleton Cotton and Henry WiUoughby. 

1814. — General Stapleton Cotton being called to the House of Peers, by the title of Lord Combermere, 
George Hay Dawkins Pennant was elected. 

Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart., afterwards Viscount Combermere, married in 1801, Lady Anne Maria Pelham Clinton, 
eldest daughter of 3rd Duke of Newcastle. Distinguished Cavalry Commander : in active service from 1793 in Flanders, 
the Cape, the Peninsula, and India ; ever foremost in danger, he was known as the" Lion d'or ; " Commander-in-Chief 
in India, and conducted the successful expedition against Bhurtpore ; Field Marshal and G.C.B. ; sat for Newark until 
he was made a Peer in 1814 ; died February 21st, 1865, over 90 years of age. 

1818. — Henry WiUoughby and General Sir WiUiam Henry Chnton. 
1826. — Henry WiUoughby and Sir W. H. Clinton. 

On Jrme 9th — 10th, 1823, the candidates were the sitting members Mr. Henry WiUoughby, and Lieut.-General Sir William 
Henry Clinton, G.C.B., who were opposed by Mr. Samuel Ellis Bristowe, of Beesthorpe Hall. A copy of the poll book, 
with the addresses issued during the contest, was printed by Messrs. Hage and Son, Stodman Street. On the first day the 
numbers were Clinton 302, WiUoughby 314, Bristowe 121. The second day's poll showed : WiUoughby 647, Clinton 595, 
Bristowe 296. So the contest was not continued, 893 votes only being polled out of 1,604. Considerable disturbance 
prevailed, as appears from letters from the successful candidates in which they stated, ' ' We have, on the present occasion, 

"Vide Fraser on Controverted Elections ; I^udon 1791-3 Vol. I. pp, 264 to 315. 
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foregone the ceremony of being chaired, and the celebration of the day of election by the usual festivities, in deference to 
the opinions of our friends, founded upon circumstances to which we allude with reluctance, and which we trust had 
their origin principally among those who are not electors of this loyal and respectable Borough." 

Mr, Bristowe wrote, " As I felt confident on Saturday that the lateness of my canvass amongst you had lost me the 
support of a number, so great as would otherwise have concluded the election with a proud majority in my favour, I 
considered it an equal act of justice to all parties to retire from the contest. . . Peaceably and quietly return to your 
homes, gratified with the certainty that upon a future occasion success will be in your power." 

On July 27th Mr. Bristowe's friends entertained him to a grand dinner. At a quarter past two o'clock in the afternoon, 
they assembled in front of the Cross Keys, and formed themselves into a procession, with a band of music, and banners 
waving in the breeze. They marched to Kelham Bridge, where they met Mr. Bristowe, who was escorted into the town 
by electorson horseback, wearing blue favours, and by a large concourse of people on foot. 

General Sir William Henry Clinton, G.C.B., son of General Sir Henry Clinton ; served in Flanders, Sicily, and Spain ; 
took possession of the island of Madeira ; commanded the first division at the battle of Castalla, in Spain, 1813, and the 
division of 5,000 men sent to Portugal, 1826-8. 



1829. — Michael Thomas Sadler. 



Another memorable election was that of 1829, the polling extending over five days, viz., from the 2nd to the 6th March 
inclusive. A vacancy was caused through the resignation of General Clinton, and the candidates were Michael Thomas 

Sadler, Tory, and Sergt. Wilde, Liberal. Mr. Sadler had already made 
his mark as a writer and speaker. In a letter to John Rickman, from 
Keswick, March 1, 1829, Robert Southey says: — "I see by the papers 
that Sadler is standing for Newark. It is odd enough, that in case of 
luglis's succeeding at Oxford, I meant to have recommended that this 
person, if he were qualified, should be brought in for Ripon, if that 
could be managed. He has written, as you know, a stout book about 
Ireland, and is said to be a good speaker. I have one of his speeches (at 
a Pitt Club) which would have told well in the House of Commons. 
. . . God bless you." Mr. Sadler had the cordial support of the 
Duke of Newcastle, who had great infiuence in the borough. 



The addresses, speeches, songs and squibs were 'again printed by 
Messrs. Hage and Son, together with a copy of the poll book. Mr. Sadler 
is described as a linen merchant, of the firm of Penton, Sadler and Sadler, 
of Leeds, his political principles being defined as ' ' strictly those of the 
Revolution of 1688." Mr. Sadler and his partisans commenced their 
canvass with two flags and a band of music, and on the second day he 
spoke at considerable length to a large crowd from a window of the 
Saracen's Head. This was on the 27th February, and on the 28th Sergt. 
Wilde arrived in the town, having been met at Balderton by his agent, 
Mr. Charles Pearson, and a large number of his friends and supporters. 
Opposite the Turk's Head the horses were taken from the carriage, which 
and the populace drew it to Newark, passing through the town, 
and Falcon, from a window of which Sergt. Wilde delivered his 
and his party paraded the town by torch light, accompanied by 
On Sunday morning both candidates, on the invitation of the 




SERGT. WILDE. 



contained Sergt. Wilde and his nephew, 
and eventually pulling up at the Castle 
first speech. In the evening the Sergt. 
a band of music and blue banners. 



Mayor (Mr. Pillingham), occupied his worship's official pew in the Parish Church, and were escorted to and from divine 
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service by the Corporation officers. On the first day of the poll, Sergt. Wilde spoke from the roof of his carriage in the 

Market,whileaband{of Mr. Sadler's party) was playing " God save the King, ' ' and " Rule Britannia." Mr. Sadler made 

his appearance on foot with his friends, when the cheering on one side, 

and the hooting on the other, became "tremendous." At the nomination, 

from the hustings in front of the Town Hall, the Rev. W. Bartlett, the 

Vicar, proposed Mr. Sadler, and Mr. J. 0. Norton seconded the nomination 

Mr. Kelk proposed Sergt. Wild=, who was seconded by Mr. J. I,. Simnitt. 

Both candidates addressed the crowd in the Market amid a scene of great 

uproar, during which the back part of the hustings gave way, and the 

Mayor was slightly hurt. The Mayor declared the show of hands to be in 

favour of Sergt. Wilde, and on the 1st day he received 138 votes to 47 

recorded for ilr. Sadler, which caused him to exclaim that the sky of 

Newark was undisputably blue. Mr. Sadler retorted that the setting of 

to-morrow's sun would change its colour to red, and his prognostication 

proved correct, for the second day's poll gave him a majority of 164. On 

the first day the jubilant Blues had issued some poetry, entitled "The 

Beaten Candidate's Petition," beginning : 

Pity the sorrows of a poor Leeds man, 

A flattering Duke has brought him to your door ; 
His hopes are dwindled to the shortest span. 

Oh give one cheer, he will not ask for more. 




ME. M. T. SADI,ER. 



But the tables were turned on the second day, and on the third the Reds replied with a skit, entitled. 
Chase," commencing: 

All in the Court of Common Pleas 

There sat a common Sergt., 
At right and wrong to carp and tease. 

And lessen or enlarge on' t. » 

Quoth he, "My pleas have pelf beguiled,'" 

And now I'll plead for place, sir." 
So off went Mr. Sergt. Wilde 

All on a wild goose chase, sir. 



' A Wild Goose 



This (the third day) was an anxious time, and two more poetical effusions issued from the local press, 
was entitled ' ' Now or Never, ' ' and began : 



That for Wilde 



Freemen, do not be beguiled. 
One and all go poll for Wilde ; 
Now's the time to strike the blow, 
Lay your daring Tyrants low. 

To which the jubilant Reds responded with verses set to a familiar tune : 

Oh dear ! what can the matter be ? 
Oh dear ! what can the matter be ? 
Oh dear ! this must the matter be. 
Tommy's so low on the poll. 

At the close of the third day's poll Mr. Sadler's majority was 140, which was increased on the fourth day 
to 205, the numbers at the close of the poll on the last day being Sadler 801, Wilde, 587, majority for Sadler 214. 

The Mayor declared Mr. Sadler elected, " amid the cheers of his friends, and the most tremendous hootings and screech- 
iugs of the imme.ise multitude with which the Town Hall was crowded almost to suffocation." 



Mr. Sadler and Mr. Tallents, the Duke's agent, subsequently spoke from the windows of the Clinton Arms, after which 
Mr. Sadler left the town, to take his seat. Mr. Sergt. Wilde on the following day visited all the public-houses in the Blue 



HISTORY OF NEWARK. 245 

interest, where " tea and dancing abounded and mirth and harmony prevailed." The ladies were " neatly adorned with 
blue ribbons, the men wore blue frocks, and the rooms were decorated with blue." A little before 12 o'clock the Sergt. 
left for Grantham, and from thence proceeded to Salisbury to attend to his professional duties. Kewark resumed its 
usual quietness on Sunday, and most of the strangers had quitted the town. 

In the ensuing week, the friends of Jlr. Sadler went round to the houses of those electors who polled for the Red party 
and left at each of them one or both of the following tickets : "Six shillings Refreshment Ticket from M. T. Sadler 
Esq., M.P.' ' ' ' Two shillings ticket for tea from M. T. Sadler, Esq., M.P." Persons possessing these tickets were requested 
to take them to the office of Mr. Robert Caparn to be paid. Sergt. Wilde's agent, Mr. Pearson, remained about six weeks, 
" relieving the distressed and comforting the afflicted," his being "the hand that distributed, but Sergt. Wilde's the purse 
that suppliet'., the bounty." 

In September, a memorial signed by one hundred and eleven persons was presented to the mayor, stating that dis- 
charges had just been given in the name of the duke to upwards of 200 electors who had declined voting for Mr. Sadler, 
and requesting his worship to call a public meeting of the inhabitants to consider the subject. The mayor declined to 
accede to the request, whereupon the requisitionists issued notices themselves. The meeting took place on Monday 
morning the 5th of October (1829) in a large booth erected in an open space adjoining the Independent Chapel. A report 
was presented entering at great length into the subject, and stating that notices of the meeting had been sent both to 
the duke and to Mr. Sadler. His Grace in reply wrote a letter dated Clumber, September 28th, wherein he said, " If I 
rightly understand the object of the requisitionists it is to assert the cause of freedom and independence. No man on 
earth values both more than I do, but as I respect the liberty of others, so mus ; I demand that others shall not attempt 
to interfere with the freedom and independence which are my right as well as theirs. According to my interpretation 
of the advertisement, you meet to deliberate upon an interference between my tenants and me. Is it presumed, then, 
that I am not to do what I will with my own ? or that I am to surrender my property and the inherent rights belonging 
to it into the hands of those who desire to deprive me of it ? This is the simple question to which I answer. Whilst 
the laws of England exist and are respected, I shall permit no clamour nor threats, nor even force itself, to deter me 
from doing as I may think fit with my own property. ' ' His Grace then went on to advise them not to enter into an 
unjust crusade. He asserted that he and his ancestors had always been ready and prominent benefactors of Newark 
and that, whilst they were the constant and best friends of the town, they naturally looked for entire confidence and 
grateful co-operation — not an assumed distrust and faithless disunion. The letter of his Grace was much commented 
upon at the meeting, and subsequently in the public press. The resolutions carried included the adoption of a petition to 
Parliament against a renewal to the duke of the lease of the Crown lands. 

On the 1st March, 1830, Mr. P. B. Thompson, the member for Dover, presented the petition to the House of Commons. 
He stated that the borough contained about 2,000 houses, and about 10,000 inhabitants. The duke held about 200 houses 
in his own right, and exercised an influence over individuals owning an equal number. If a gentleman wanted a field, 
or a tradesman a garden, he might obtain it from the Crown lessee, but he must, as the duke put it, give him ' ' his entire 
confidence and grateful co-operation." The lease, besides houses, consisted of 960 acres of valuable land about Newark 
besides chief rents, tolls of markets and bridges, and influence over certain charities. It was first granted in 1760 to the Ear 
of Lincoln, by the Duke of Newcastle, then Prime Minster, for ;^36 per annum ; it was renewed in 1815, and was then 
raised to ;£2,060 per annum. After commenting upon these statements, and affirming that, with one exception, every 
tenant of the Crown lessee who voted for the unsuccessful candidate received notice to quit, Mr. Thompson moved for a 
select committee, to make further inquiries. A debate followed which occupies many pages of " Hansard." Viscount 
Lowther argued against the motion, contending that the petitioners had made many inaccuracies in their allegations. 
Twelve houses and 26 cottages were all the Crown owned in Newark, and when the lease was renewed, in addition to the 
increased rent, a fine of £2,500 was paid. Mr. Fynes Clinton said the electors of Newark were in number 1,388 ; the 
tenants on the Crown lands having votes were 74, seven of whom voted for Sergeant Wilde ; yet it was stated that the 
74 Crown tenants decided the election in favour of Mr. Sadler ! After some remarks from Sir F. Burdett, Mr. D. W. 
Harvey, Lord Howick, and Mr. Hobhouse, Mr. Sadler said he admitted that in cultivating a connection with the town of 
Newark he had sought the aid of persons possessing local property and influence, but he had otherwise canvassed the 
inhabitants, and had borne with him a commanding majority of unbiassed votes, which no efforts of power could have 
withheld. He denied that he was exposed to the operation of sinister influences, and could most conscientiously say that 
the noble duke, who had acted in a humane and considerate manner in all his transactions with the town, had left him 
to pursue his own line of conduct. Jlr. Secretary Peel said it had been assumed that seven persons out of seventy 
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had been deprived of their houses, but no one had proved the allegation that menaces had been applied. It was only- 
fair that property should have its just influence, whether it belonged to a peer or a commoner. The lease would expire 
in 1836, and there was no cause for interference. There voted for a select committee 61 against 194, majority against, 
133. 
After the public meeting on October 5th, a dinner to Sergt. Wilde was given in the booth later in the day. 

A picture was subsequently published entitled, "A Representation of the Dinner given by Mr. Sergt, Wilde, at 
Newark, 5th October, 1829, as the same was arranged by Charles Pearson, Esq." The size of the print was 19Un. 
by 13Un. and it was produced in colours. It is now rare. 

1830.— M. T. Sadler and H. Willoughby. 

The excitement of the 1829 election had barely subsided, when a General Election arose in consequence of the death of 
King George IV. The candidates on this occasion were, Mr. M. T. Sadler and Mr. H. Willoughby, Tories, and Mr. Sergt . 
Wilde, Radical. All the papers connected with the election were again issued from the printing office of Messrs. Hage, 
so that we are able to obtain a vivid idea of the struggle, and of the keen and bitter way in which it was fought by 
both sides. Sergt. Wilde, the chairman of whose Committee was Mr. Samuel Bristowe, made his public 
entry into Newark on Saturday, July 17th, and there was a grand procession, starting from the Balderton 
Road, headed by Mr. Hitchins, "as the preserver of public tranquility, mounted on a charger, richly caparisoned, 
wearing the sword of justice three-parts sheathed, and in his right hand an olive branch, the emblem of peace." Sergt. 
Wilde was mounted on horseback, with two freemen on one side, bearing the "Bible, Crown, and Constitution," and 
on the other side, two other freemen, bearing a large gilt key on a blue cushion. In front of the Sergt. was a dove, 
with an olive branch, borne before eighty of the daughters of the voters in Sergt. Wilde's interest, in rows of eight 
each, dressed in white, with caps decorated with blue ribbons, and each carrying a basket of flowers. This pro- 
cession passed through the town, and wound up at the Castle and Falcon. An amorous local poet, describing the scene, breaks 
out into enthusiastic verse as follows : 

Eighty voters' fair daughters, their virtue, their wealth. 
Their cheeks speaking innocence, happiness, health ; 
I was not alone in my thoughts, I'll be bound, 
They made my mouth water to buss 'em all round. 

The Blues seem to have been especially fond of these processions, for another started from the Castle and Falcon 
on the afternoon of Saturday, July 31st. Not to be out-done in pomp and pageantry, the friends of the "United 
interest," prepared a public reception for Messrs. Willoughby and Sadler on the same day, but they declared they would 
have "no theatrical effects, no wooden bibles, no gilt keys, no gold eagles, but all in good Old English style." The 
candidates were met on the Muskham Road by an immense concourse of people, the procession consisting of a large 
number of the electors on horseback, headed by the oldest elector of the Borough, a. band of music, several pink 
flags, several hundred voters on foot, followed by a crowd of the fair sex, three hundred horsemen wearing pink 
favours, another band, the candidates, supported by Mr. Geo. Hodgkinson and Mr. Robert Capam, and followed by 
twenty carriages drawn by four horses, the postillions wearing pink jackets. The procession extended nearly a 
mile and drew up in front of the Clinton Arms, where the candidates addressed the crowd from the windows. On the 
first day of the poll, Sergt. Wilde headed it by 38 votes, as against 12 for Mr. Willoughby and 11 for Mr. Sadler, 
and he continued in the first position for three days, when the first became last, and at the close of the poll the figures 
were, Willoughby 775, Sadler 746, Wilde 652. 

Both the 1829 election and that of 1830 were noticeable for the poetical talent of the writers of the electioneering 
literature. Among those who contributed is said to have been no less a personage than Charles I,amb. His very 
able and painstaking biographer, Mr. E. V. Lucas, says ; ' ' Whether or no Lamb had a hand in this election I am 
not able to say with certainty, but it is so stated in Messrs. Ford and Hodson's History of Enfield (1873). We 
know that the Wildes were Lamb's neighbours at Enfield, while the presence at Newark of Martin Burney (an inti- 
mate friend of the Lambs) is circumstantial evidence of the kind. It is easy to believe that as the need for squibs arose, 
Burney applied to Lamb as the man to write them." Mr. Lucas is of gpinion that " two of the 1829 squibs may have 
been written by Lamb, but that none of those of 1830 were." The two are "The Beaten Candidate's Petition," 
a caricature of the " Beggar's Petition," and "Wilde, or Now or Never," of both of which we have given specimen 
verses. 
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1831 (February).— WiUiam Famsworth Handley vice H. Willoughby, resigned. 
The numbers were : Handley, 833 ; Wilde, 547 ; Charles Wilkins (R), 2. 

1831 (May).— W. F. Handley and Sergeant Wilde. 

The principal topic before the electors was that of Parliamentary reform, and in 1831 the Ministry of Earl Grey, 
pledged to reforming measures, succeeded that of Sir Robert Peel and the Duke of Wellington. Lord John Russell 
introduced the Government Bill, which proposed, amongst other changes, to reduce the number of members in the 
House from 658 to 596. In committee on April 18th, 1831, Mr. John Gascoyne moved that it was not expedient to 
diminish the number of representatives, and Mr. Sadler seconded the resolution. A vote was taken at a late hour 
on the 19th, and the resolution was carried by a majority of 8. The Ministry resigned and there was an appeal to the 
country. Mr. Sadler did not again offer himself for Newark, but was returned for Aldborough, in Yorkshire. He 
was a man of exceptional talents, an eloquent speaker, a Fellow of the Royal Society, and the author of several works, that on 
" Ireland, its evils and their remedies, " (1828) being considered his best book. He remained in Parliament till 1832,wasthe 
champion of the 10 hours movement, and introduced the Bill for regulating the labour of children and young persons 
in mills and factories. He may be described as one of the pioneers of factory improvement and of social legislation, and 
his early death at Belfast on July 29th, 1835, in the 55th year of his age, was generally regretted. Fraser's Magazine 
for July 29th, 1835, describes him as " one who truly earned the title of the poor man's friend." A life of Mr. Sadler 
was published a few years after his death. The candidates for Newark were Mr. W. F. Handley, Sergt. Wilde, and Sir 
Roger Greisley, and this time the Sergt. secured election by a substantial majority, the numbers at the close of the 
poll being : Wilde 849, Handley 746, Greisley 678. The Reformers being in the majority throughout the country, a new 
Reform Bill was introduced, which eventually, after an exciting career, was passed into law on the 4th June, and 
necessitated a dissolution of Parliament. 

1832 (December). — W. E. Gladstone and W. F. Handley. 

It was at this interesting and exciting juncture that young Mr. Gladstone was introduced to Newark. Seeking to 
secure a promising candidate of marked ability to oust Sergeant Wilde, the Duke of Newcastle invited Mr. Gladstone 
to offer himself in the Conservative interest. It was a great undertaking for a stripling to endeavour to overthrow 
a politician of the experience and eloquence of Sergeant Wilde, who had, to use Mr. Gladstone's words, "to fight for 
Parliamentary existence." Mr. Gladstone, who had been well-known to Earl Lincoln, was at Milan in July, 1832, when 
the Duke's invitation reached him, and he arrived at Newark, on Monday 24th September, " an absolute personal 
stranger, aged 22," the Duke's influence being his sole recommendation. He at once entered energetically upon a 
canvass of the constituency, and he left it on record in his later years that the excitement attending his first canvass 
was such as he had never undergone before or since. 

Mr. Gladstone's address is dated from the Clinton Arms, Oct. 9th, 1832, and opens with this declaration: "I 
have not requested your favour on the ground of adherence to the opinions of any man or party, further than such 
adherence can be fairly understood from the conviction, that I have not hesitated to avow, that we must watch and resist 
that uninquiring and undiscriminating desire for change amongst us which threatens to produce, along with partial good, a 
melancholy preponderance of mischief." He would endeavour to secure " sedulous and special attention to the interests 
of the poor," and thought that " labour should receive adequate remuneration." He was in favour, therefore, of the 
correction of the Poor Laws, and the allotment of cottage grounds. A considerable part of the address is devoted to 
what he terms the momentous question of slavery, and it closes with a paragraph acknowledging the enthusiasm with which 
the electors had rallied round their ancient flag and welcomed the humble representative of those principles whose emblem 
it was. " I trust," says the address, " that neither the lapse of time nor the seductions of prosperity can ever efface 
it from my memory." "This address," writes Mr. Gladstone in "The Annals of Newark," " justified criticism. It 
was that of a warm and loyal Tory, who was quite unaware that it contained in it the seeds of change to come. I 
remember that the Duke, a singularly kind, honourable, and high minded man, questioned me a little on the passage 
about the wages of labour, which seemed somewhat to startle him, but he was far too delicately considerate to interfere." 

On December 4th a special meeting of the Red Club was held at the old Assembly Rooms, now the Drill Hall, Cartergate, 
which was crowded with the ladles of Newark and neighbourhood, for the purpose of presenting a red flag to the club 
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members. This emblem, composed of rich silk, is described as being most beautifully made, and it was handed to the 
president of the club (Mr. B. S. Godfrey), along with an address in which Mr. Gladstone was complimented as a gentleman 
whose high mental endowments and excellency of heart fully qualified him for the position which he sought to attain. 
In the course of a short speech, Mr. Gladstone said they were marshalled under England's favourite ensign, and it would 
lead them to victory. Alluding to the revolutionary spirit which had prevailed on the Continent, Mr. Gladstone said the 
blast which, tore every other ensign to tatters had served only to unfurl their own and display its beauty and its glory. 

During the week which followed this ceremony, until the commencemeni of the election, every nerve was strained on 
bothsides. " I never," said Mr. Gladstone, " worked harder, or slept so badly ; that is to say so little." The Dean 
of I^incoln, in addressing an audience at Newark some time ago, said Mr. Gladstone, had told him that not 
j even in his Cabinet makings and in deciding momentous issues of peace and war was he so much engrossed 

and exercised as in his first political campaigns. It was the custom in those days for a candidate to go into every house 
in the town, whether the occupiers were voters or not, and to ask those who were and those who were not for their in- 
fluence. Even the houses of paupers were included in the visitation. As there were two thousand houses in the borough, 
and Mr. Gladstone was elected five times, he made ten thousand visits in Newark, and when an old man, though he had 
not visited the town for years, he said he thought he could still find his way about the thoroughfares and by-streets. 

Among the papers of the late Prebendary Robertson, a Sussex clergyman, and a near relation of Mr. Gladstone, the 
following letter was discovered. It is a reply to a communication from Mr. Robertson, congratulating Mr. Gladslone 
on the fiftieth anniversary of his entrance ; into Parliament, and inquiring whether he remembered the part taken 
by his (Mr. Robertson's) father in the contest at Newark, on the occasion of the right hon. gentleman's return for that 
constituency : 

"Downing Street, Whitehall, December 13th, 1882. 

"My dear Cousin, — I thank you very much for your congratulations and your interesting letter. The kindness of your 
father to me at the time of my first Newark Election was extraordinary, but it was of a piece with all his conduct towards 
me through a long course of years. He must have been long past sixty at the time, and was, I think, a man of the most 
regular and uniform habits of life, but he at once conveyed himself into a full and noisy hotel, and all the racketing and 
tumult of a contest of those days, which was, I can assure you, very lively. We started on canvass at eight in the morning 
and worked at it for about nine hours, with a great crowd, band and flags, and innumerable glasses of beer and wine 
all jumbled together ; then a dinner of thirty or forty, with speeches and songs, until, say ten o'clock ; then we always 
played a rubber of whist, and about twelve or one I got to bed, but not to sleep, for never in my life did I undergo any 
excitement to be compared with it. My account of the day is faithful, except that I have omitted a public-house tour 
of speaking to the Red Clubs, with which I often had to top up after the dinner, and before the whist. Grave thoughts 
ought to attend this day. I will not attempt to express them, but I warmly reciprocate all your good wishes, and I 
remain affectionately yours, 

"W. E. GLADSTONE." 

Mr. Gladstone's first canvassing card was a plain one, with the words upon it, "Mr. W. E. Gladstone respectfully 
solicits the honour of your vote and interest." The card of membership of the Newark Red Club was more ornate. In 
the centre was a pyramid with the Newark arms in front, surmounted by the Royal crown, and underneath the arms 
the words " our chartered rights." In the left-hand top corner was a scroll, bearing the name, " Newark Red Club," 
and on the right-hand corner the date of its formation, " Established June, 1831." At the foot appears the name 
of the Club member. 

The MS. book of songs (with music) of the old Newark Red Club is still in existence.* It contains among other songs 
the following : — 

The Duke of Newcastle and Lord Lincoln Red Club anniversary songs, June 18, 1832. 

" Here's health to the Parent Club." 

" Here's a health to Newark good Reds." 

" To our Newark Red Club here's long life." 

" O, the Newark Red Club is a glorious thing." 

" Come, Jolly Reds, hold up your heads " (etc., etc.^. 

* In the Mechanics' In.stitute Library, Nottingham. 



And the last verse i-uns : — 
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The chorus of ' ' Come. J oily Reds, hold up your heads ' ' runs to the tune of ' ' Auld Lang Syn e. ' ' 

For Gladstone is the man, my lads, 
Gladstone is the man. 
He's honour bright, his heart is right. 
Our Gladstone is the man. 

And Gladstone is their choice, my boys. 
Young Gladstone is their man, 
A Tory staunch, for eloquence 
There's scarcely such a. man. 

And allusions to the young Tory member occur in several of the other songs. 

The Reds were naturally staunch friends and admirers of the Duke of Newcastle, and one jovial song begins : — 

A bumper of generous wine fill for me, 

Of sherry, Madeira, or port, 
For so long as a full flowing bumper it be. 

It matters but little what sort. 
To-night we'll drink deep, so the bottle pass round. 

To the man I shall name, can't you guess him ? 
His equal in England can scarcely be found. 

Here's the Duke of Newcastle, God bless him ! 

There is a ballad for celebrating the first Red Club anniversary, on June 18th, 1832, which shows that commencing with 
nine members, the club had increased to 700. Another song was prepared for a subsequent anniversary, which begins : — 

"jOur chartered rights " our motto is. 
And should we stand alone, sirs. 
Our Constitution we will guard. 
And rally round the Throne, sirs. 

Two of the verses of another song run thus, alluding to the Scot and Dot voters : — 

If we scrape up our poor's rate, just four times a year. 
We've a voice in the State, as most clearly appears, 
And the next man we send, brother Reds, d'ye see, 
A firm loyal colleague to Gladstone shall be. 

That some must be poorer this truth will be seen. 
Is a law of our Maker, and not of our Queen. 
And the right we would claim, and the life of our Cause, 
Is not equal possessions, but equal just laws. 

These are some of the songs which were sung at the Red Club meetings, and would regale Mr. Gladstone's ear.s 
during his association with Newark as its Conservative member. 

The nomination took place on Tuesday, December 11th, the Mayor (Mr. James Thorpe) presiding. Mr. Handley was 
proposed by Mr. James Prior Dacy, and seconded by Mr. Thomas Withers. Mr. Mills proposed the re-election of Sergeant 
Wilde, and Mr. Thomas Gillson seconded. Mr. Gladstone was proposed by Mr. E. S. Godfrey, who described him as a young 
gentleman possessing talent, information, honesty, and good moral conduct, who had received the highest honours of one 
of the great centres of learning. Mr. Dyson seconded the nomination, and then the process of heckling, so popular at 
public nominations in those days, commenced. Mr. Gillson was anxious to know whether Mr. Gladstone was to be considered 
the nominee of the Duke, but he was no match for the astute young politician, who deftly parried the question. Being 
asked to define the word " nominee, ' ' Mr. Gillson replied that it meant " one sent by the Duke to be pushed down the throats 
of the electors." Whereupon Mr. Gladstone retorted that, according to such a, definition of the word, he was not a 
nominee, because he was not forced upon the electors against the will of anyone. Mr. Kelkthen had a turn on the slavery 
question, and was followed by Mr. Andrews on the same side. Mr. Gladstone, replying, thought it was vain to grant 
slaves political rights till they were changed in their nature by the influence of Christianity. Mr. Kingdom wanted to 
know whether Mr. Gladstone would support the repeal of the taxes on knowledge, to which the candidate replied that he 
considered the bail required from newspapers (for newspaper proprietors had to find sureties) to be useful, that the appetite 
for political controversy should be restricted, and that, therefore, he was friendly to the principles of the existing laws. 
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He would not subject the Bible to a stamp duty, because it was exclusively the obiect of good, while the newspaper- 
required restriction, not being o£ Divine origin, and being of doubtful good ! The proceedings lasted something like seven, 
hours, and people being tired out Mr. Gladstone was unable to get through his speech. The "Nottingham Journal'- 
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reaction in favour of Conserva- 
tive principles. ' ' The delusion, 
is now finished, and- has made- 
room for sober reason and re- 
flection. The situation satisfies- 
no longer, and the return of Mr. 
Gladstone, to the discomfiture- 
of the learned Sergeant and his- 
friends, has restored the town of 
Newark to that high rank 
which it formerly held in the 
estimation of the friends of 
order and good government. 
We venture to predict that the- 
losing candidate in this contest 
has suffered so severely that he- 
will never more show his face 
at Newark on a similar 
cccasion." 

A few days after the election 
Mr. Gladstone attended a meet- 
ing of the Constitutional Club 
at Nottingham, and delivered a. 
lengthy address. A Conserv- 
ative journalist who was pre- 
sent, writing upon it, observed 
in prophetic terms : " He is a 
gentleman of the most extra- 
ordinary talent, and we venture 
to predict, without the slightest 
exaggeration, that he will one 
day be classed among the most 
able statesmen in the Britishi 
Senate." Hopeful predictions- 
were rife at this period, for 
the late Mr. George Cox, a Fellow of New College, ventured upon a similar tribute which foretold the future fame of 
the young Conservative orator, who had just been returned for the first time as a Member of Parliament, in these 
words : — 

Pull many a fond, expectant eye is bent 

Where Newark's towers are mirror 'd in the Trent: 

Perchance ere long to shine in Senates first. 

If manhood echo what his youth rehearsed. 

Soon Gladstone's brows will bloom with greener bays 

That twine the chaplet of a minstrel's lays ; 

Nor heed, when poring o'er each graver line. 

The feeble music of a lay like mine. 

When the prospectus was issued of the " Annals of Newark," Mr. Gladstone took a kindly interest in the work, and 
expressed his readiness to revise the manuscript of that part of it which referred to his own elections. This was duly- 
forwarded to him, and returned with many marginal notes and the following letter descriptive of his first contest : — 

Ha warden, August 14, '78. 
Dear Sir, — I return your MS. with some marginal notes. I think the paper does great credit to your industry and'- 
care. At the same time I would suggest for your consideration, and for the interest of your work, whether it ought not 



says : ' ' The public were 
too wearied to be detained 
with another three hours' 
speech, which from Mr. 
Gladstone's talents we 
were far from thinking 
was not possible . ' ' The 
show of hands was in 
favour of Sergeant Wilde 
and Mr. Handley, but 
when the polling com- 
menced Mr. Gladstone was 
soon favoured with a 
majority which he more 
than retained to the end. 
At the close of the first 
day he issued the noti- 
fication here given : 

The numbers at the close 
of the poll were — Glad- 
stone 882, Handley 793, 
Wilde 719, and thus, say.s 
a Whig journal, "Newark 
is again returned under 
the nomination of the 
Duke of Newcastle," or 
to use the language of the 
Red Club, " the re- 
commendation of His 
Grace." The "Notting- 
ham J ournal , ' ' the Con- 
servative organ, remarked 
that they had been told 
that there was no reaction 
against the Ministry, no 
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to be, and would not bear being, a good deal abbreviated. Had you been, on the other hand, in want of material, I have 
no doubt I could have laid my hand on many documentary relics. That first election of mine was altogether a peculiar 
period. It was, as a local contest, extremely sharp. Wilde, who had to fight for Parliamentary existence, was a powerful 
antagonist, with a squad of lawyers from London to support him. It happened, on the other hand, that it was my first 
introduction to the world, from which I had been unusually severed. The excitement of my first canvass was such as I 
iave never undergone before or since. 

You are, of course, welcome to make such use as you think fit of any particulars I have supplied. — I remain, dear sir, 
your faithful servant, W. E. GLADSTONE. 

To Cornelius Brown, Esq. 

Here is a portio-i of the manuscript with Mr. Gladstone's marginal notes, describing an exciting incident at the close 
•of the first day's poll. 
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Though the result of the election was so favourable to the Conservative interest in Newark, it ended disastrously to it 
in other parts of the country. The Reformers were placed in office by a large majority, and it is curious to note that 
; the earliest work which the Liberal Government undertook was associated with Ireland, including as it did the Irish 

Coercion Bill and the Irish Church Temporalities Bill. Then came the great movement for the abolition of slavery in the 
British colonies, in the debate upon which Mr. Gladstone made an earnest speech, urging a due regard for the interests 
of the planters. He described his father's connection with the estate of Vreedon Hoop, in the West Indies, where 550 
slaves were engaged, and stated that they were treated — at all events on that estate — with great consideration, there only 
"baing one solitary case of punishment during a period of four months. He should be glad for the system of slavery to be 
brought to a satisfactory termination, but the claims of the West Indian planters must be respected on the grounds of 
justice and equity. Lord Albermarle, writing in. his " Fifty Years of My Life," says of Mr. Gladstone's oratory at this 
period, that ' ' he was greatly struck with his appearance and manner. He had an earnest, intelligent countenance and 
large expressive black eyes. Young as he was, he had evidently what is called the ' ear of the House,' and yet the cause he 
advocated was not one likely to interest a popular assembly — that of the planter versus the slave. ' Who is he ? ' I asked 
one of the Ministers. I was answered, ' He is the member for Newark ; a young f sUow who will some day make a great 
figure in Parliament.' " 

1835 (January.) — W. E. Gladstone and Thomas Wilde. 

The Ministry being defeated in 1834, there was an appeal to the country in January, 1835, and Mr. Gladstone and 
Sergeant Wilde were returned unopposed, Mr. Handley having withdrawn. The nomination day was observed as a general 
holiday, and a great many mutual compliments were indulged in by both candidates. Sergeant Wilde referred to the 



252 HISTORY OF NEWARK. 

youthful member as his " amiable and talented friend." In his address to the electors on this occasion, Mr. Gladstone 
said there were those among the servants of the King who did not scruple to solicit the suffrages of their constituents 
with promises to act on the principle of Radicalism. ' ' The question, as it appears to me, has become whether we are to 
hurry onwards at intervals, but not long ones, through the medium of the ballot, short Parliaments, and other questions 
called popular, into Republicanism or anarchy, or whether, independently of all party distinctions, the people will support 
the Crown in the discharge of its duty to maintain in efficiency and transmit in safety those old and valuable institutions 
under which our coimtry has greatly flourished." Both parties were chaired, Mr. Gladstone's chair being fixed on a 
four-wheeled carriage drawn by six grey horses, with riders dressed in red silk jackets. Bands were playing, flags were 
flying, the houses decorated, the bells were ringing, and a general spirit of jubilation prevailed. Mr. Hindley, in his 
recollections published in the " Newark Advertiser," says : — " The ' chairing ' of the newly-elected member was a sight 
well worth remembering. The elegantly-decorated pink and white, or blue and white chairs, in which sat the beaming 
and successful representative, were hoisted on to a platform, or trolley on wheels, correspondingly adorned with the proper 
colours. Richly-caparisoned horses were attached, and the triumphant procession then wended its way through the streets 
of the town, amid the frantic and delighted cheers of the populace.' ' 

After the election the hon. member attended the Dispensary Ball with the Duke of Newcastle, and was everywhere* 
enthusiastically received. On the day of election the lion and the lamb lay down together, and all was harmony 
and peace. Attending at his committee room, Mr. Gladstone delivered an address of thanks to upwards of 6,000 persons, 
his eloquent speech being greeted with deafening cheers. He was entertained to a public dinner at the Town Hall 
on the 11th June, 1835. Mr. Godfrey was in the chair at the centre table, having Mr. Gladstone on his right and 
Sir R. Howe Bromley on his left. Mr. W. E. Tallents presided at the left-hand table, supported by Mr. John Gladstone, 
father of the hon. member, and the Mayor of Newark presided at the right-hand table, supported by Mr. Robertson 
Gladstone. Mr. Gladstone made a most impressive speech, and his father, much touched and interested at the 
respect shown for his son, expressed his gratitude for the kindness displayed, and his satisfaction at the principles which his 
son had enunciated. 

The equally jubilant Blues gave vent to their delight in poetry in " a new song to an old tune by a veteran of the 

old guard." 

" Now we've returned brave Sergt, Wilde, our member for to be: 
We'll take our glass and drink his health with mirth and jollity. 
Defender of the poor man's right, to the destitute a friend, 
Such men as Wilde to Parliament the people ought to send. 

Chorus. So, you Newark Blues, be steady, etc." 
The poet warmly eulogises the Sergeant's charity and generous gifts to church and chapel. 

"To Church as well as Chapel the Sergeant is a friend. 
And when to him they do apply he always does attend. 
Does their organ want enlarging to make a stronger sound ? 
The Sergeant's purse is open to the tune of twenty pound." 

The poet hopes that whenever there is a contest ' ' this shall their motto be, a plumper for brave Ser^. Wilde, the 
friend of Liberty. ' ' 

1837.— The same. 

On the death of King William IV., in June, 1837, Mr. Gladstone and Serjeant Wilde were again elected for Newark 
without opposition. A report was circulated that Mr. Gladstone would offer himself for Manchester, which caused him to 
write the following address, dated the Clinton Arms, July 22nd, 1837 : — " My attention has just been called to a paragraph 
in the ' Nottingham and Newark Mercury, ' of this morning, which announced on the authority of some person unknown 
that I have consented to be put in nomination for Manchester, and have promised, if elected, to sit in Parliament as its 
representative. I have to inform you that these statements are wholly without foundation. I was honoured on Wednesday 
with a deputation from Manchester, empowered to request that I would become a candidate for the borough. I felt the 
honour, but I unequivocally and at once said that I must absolutely decline the invitation, and I am much at a loss to under- 
stand how a respectable correspondent could have stated language which I never used from a letter which I never wrote. 
Lastly, I beg to state in terms as explicit as I can command, that I hold myself bound in honour to the electors of Newark, 
that I adhere in every particular to the tenour of my late address, and that I place my humble services during the 
ensuing Parliament entirely and unconditionally at their disposal." Notwithstanding this explicit avowal, some of Ml. 
Gladstone's friends insisted upon nominating him for Manchester, as a firm defender of the Union of the Church and 
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State, aad this necessitated an election in which he secured 2,294 votes, the successful candidates being Messrs. Thomp- 
son and Phillips. Mr. Gladstone was entertained at dinner by the Manchester Conservatives, at which he congratulated 
them on the energy they had manifested and remarked : "I have been told that certain parties in Manchester were pleased 
to send over to Newark a Radical candidate to oppose me. I believe Manchester receives annually from Newark a great 
deal of useful commodities in the shape of malt and flour, and I suppose that it was upon the principle of a balance of trade 
that this Radical candidate was sent. If instead of sending back this Radical candidate they had sent back one of their 
sacks of flour, they would have sent what was nearly as intelligent and much more useful." (Loud cheers and 
laughter.) It was about this period that a writer in the " British Senate " remarked of the member for Newark, 
his extemporary resources are ample : few men in the House can improvise better ; it does not appear to cost him an 
effort to speak.' ' 

At the close of 1833 Mr. Gladstone issued his famous defence of the union between the Church and the State in a work 
entitled, " The State in its relation with the Church." It was this volume which elicited an essay from Lord Macaulay 
in the " Edinburgh, "in which he described the member for Newark in terms which have since become historic, as 
" the rising hope of the stern and unbending Tories." ' 



1840.— Sir Thomas Wilde. 

Promotion came to Mr. Gladstone's colleague and opponent. In November, 1839, he accepted the office of Solicitor- 
General and was-opposed at the election in January, 1840, by Mr. Frederick Thesiger. The result was the famous No. 9 

election, when after an exciting contest Sergeant Wilde secured his return 
by 9 votes, the numbers being — Wilde 541, Thesiger 532. Each candidate 
was a distinguished lawyer, and it is interesting to note that each rose 
eventually to the high dignity of Lord Chancellor. It was shortly after 
the close of this contest that portraits of Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Thesiger 
were painted by Mr. Cubley and hung in the clubroom of the Conservative 
Society, which held its meetings in the front room of the Saracen's Head 
Hotel. When the Society was dissolved the portraits were purchased by the 
late Mr. Henry Brauston, of the Friary. An engraving of Mr. Gladstone's 
portrait is given herewith. 




EARLY PORTRAIT OF MR. GLADSTONE. 



The Poll Book of the election containing a report of the speeches on the 
hustings and a reprint of the addresses, squibs, etc., issued bv the different 
parties, was published by J. Wells, Baruby Gate. Sergt. Wilde's address 
announcing his appointment and soliciting re-election is dated ' ' Castle and 
Falcon, 23rd November, 1839." Mr. Thesiger's address was issued two 
days later, and is dated from the Clinton Arms. A second manifesto was 
sent out the following day in which Mr. Thesiger denied that he was a 
nominee, and said "the constituency of Newark is my only patron." A 
Red poet came upon the scene with another parody of the Beggars' 
Petition, directed this time against' the learned Sergeant and " supposed to 
have dropped from the pocket of a recently appointed Solicitor-General. ' ' The 
local press were kept busy, and squibs followed each other in rapid succession. The nomination took place on J anuary 23rd . 
' 'At nine o'clock in the morning, ' ' says the newspaper report, ' ' the whole Borough was in motion; the Red bands and banners 
might be observed approaching one way, while the Blue bands and banners accompanied the Solicitor-General another. 
Elegantly dressed females occupied the back part of the hustings ; the windows of the Town Hall, Clinton Arms and 
other houses were crowded with gazers, the Clinton Arms spectators each sporting their red ribbon, while the candidates, 
having gone round by Stodman Street and through Middle Gate, took up their stations, the Solicitor-General to the extreme 
left, and Mr. Thesiger a little to the right of the reporters, for whom a box had been erected." The Mayor (Mr. C. Ridge) 
presided. Mr. John Handley proposed Sergt. Wilde, and Mr. T. H. Massey seconded him. Mr. T. S. Godfrey proposed 
Mr. Thesiger, and Mr. Thorpe seconded. The Solicitor-General then addressed the audience, his speech lasting from half- 
past nine to a quarter to twelve o' clock. Mr. Thesiger followed with an address of an equal length, delivered amid considerable 
interruption. " For two hours and twenty-five minutes he stood his ground most manfully," indeed, says the reporter, 
' ' he bore it the best we ever saw a speaker. Every word he addressed was received with a groan, and was drowned 
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as it issued from his mouth, until at length, completely worn out, he bowed to the electors and retired." The show of 
hands was in favour of Sergt. Wilde, and when the poll closed the Sergeant was again member by a majority of 9. 

" The career of Thomas Wilde," says Mr. Poss, " affords a most uncommon instance of the rise from the lowest to the 
highest step in the law, passing through the different grades of attorney, barrister, sergeant, king's-sergeant, solicitor, and 
attorney-general, chief justice and lord chancellor." He had not been called to the bar three years before he 
was counsel in the defence of Queen Caroline, who liked him so well that she made him one of her executors. From that 
case he went straight ahead, and became leader in the Common Pleas. Tenterden said of him, he had industry and talent 
enough to succeed with either one or the other alone. In 1841 he was for two months attorney-general, and in 1846 
again for a few days — both record times. Then Lord John Russell made him Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. In 
1850 he reached the woolsack and his peerage. Though he held the seals for less than two years, he achieved some great 
and lasting reforms in diminishing expenses and delays. It is said from only one of his judgments was there an appeal, 
and this was unsuccessful. He died at the age of seventy- three. His widow gave his valuable collection of law books 
to the library of the House of Lords. He was created Baron Truro 15th July, 1850, and died 1 1th November, 1855. 

The Right Hon. Frederick Thesiger, Baron Chelmsford, D.C.L., P.R.S., was born in London in 1794. At a very early 
aee he entered the Royal Navy as a midshipman, having adopted the profession of his gallant uncle. Captain Sir Frederick 
Thesiger, R.N., and was present at the battle of Copenhagen. At the wish of his parents, his two elder brothers 
having died young, he quitted the service for the law and was called to the bar in I8I8. He went on the home circuit, 
in which he took a leading position, and was made King's Counsel in 1834. In 1840, he unsuccessfully contested Newark 
but in the following month was elected member for Woodstock which he represented until 1844. In that year he became 
member for Abingdon, but in 1852 was elected for Stamford and retained his seat as its member until 1858, when, having 
been Solicitor-General in 1844 and Attorney-General 1845-6, he became Lord Chancellor. In Lord Derby's third administra- 
tion he again sat on the woolsack, but, when Jlr. Disraeli became Premier in 1868, retired to give place to Lord Cairns. 
He died 5th October, 1878. 

1841 (June). — W. E. Gladstone and Lord John Manners. 

In May, 1841, the question of Free Trade became the principal topic before the country. The Liberal Government 
were defeated on their proposition to lower the duties on foreign sugar and a dissolution of Parliament took place on 
June 23rd. At the election for Newark Mr. Gladstone had for his colleague a young politician of great promise. Lord John 
Maimers, who in later years was a Cabinet Minister, and on the death of his brother became Duke of Rutland, while 
the Liberal candidate was Mr. Thomas Benjamin Hobhouse, a Free Trader. Mr. Gladstone was proposed by Mr. Godfrey 
and seconded by Mr. Branston. Lord John Manners was proposed byMr. G. Hodgkinson, and seconded by Mr. Harvey 
Readitt. Mr. Hobhouse was proposed by Mr. Massey, and seconded by Dr. Dobbs. The election contest was fought 
with great vigour, but Mr. Hobhouse stood no chance whatever. He only secured 394 votes, the other figures being, Gladstone 
633, Manners 630. The result of the elections generally being antagonistic to Free Trade, Sir Robert Peel became Prime 
Minister, and at once associated Mr. Gladstone with his Ministry as vice-president of the Board of Trade and Master of 
the Mint. 

1841 (September). — W. E. Gladstone. 

Jlr. Gladstone's acceptance of office necessitated his re-election, which took place on the 9th September, when there 
was considerable rejoicing in the town, and a dinner at the Clinton Arms. In his speech from the hustings he said there 
were two points upon which the British farmer might rely, the first being that adequate protection would be given him 
through the means of the sliding scale. It was in July, 1839, whilst still member for Newark, that Mr. Gladstone married 
Miss Catherine Glynne, daughter of Sir Stephen Glynne, of Hawarden Castle, the event naturally arousing considerable 
interest amongst his friends and constituents in this town. 

1846 (January). — John Stuart. 

Mr. Gladstone went round with Peel when that famous leader changed his views, and announced that he could no longer 
defend the Corn Laws. The Duke of Newcastle being strongly in favour of Protection, Mr. Gladstone, on being appointed 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, determined not to appeal to Newark in opposition to the Duke's views, and so his 
political association with the Borough, which had extended over a period of 13 years, came to an end. 
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1847 (July).— J. H. Manners Sutton and John Stuart. 

The other Candidate was Mr. G. Hussey Packe, and the numbers were Sutton 614, Stuart 487, Packe 443. 
1852 (July).— Granville E. Vernon and J. H. Manners Sutton. 

The other Candidate was Mr. Marcus Merryweather Turner, and the numbers were Vernon 545, Sutton 479, Turner 362. 
1857 (March). — Earl of Lincoln and John Handley. 

The Most Noble Henry Pelham Alexander Pelham Clinton, sixth Duke of Newcastle and Earl of Lincoln, was the eldest 
sou of Henry, the fifth Duke, K.G. He was born in the month of February, 1834, and was educated at Eton and at 
Christ Chuch, Oxford. He was attached to Earl Granville's Embassy to Russia in 1856, and sat as Lord Lincoln for the 
Borough of Newark from 1857 to 1859. The election of 1857 took place on March 27th, the hustings being erected near 
the Town Hall, when Lord Lincoln and Mr. Handley were returned without opposition. Lord Lincoln retained his seat 
until 1859, when Messrs. Grosvenor Hodgkinson and John Handley were returned, the numbers being as follows : — G. 
Hodgkinson 489, J. Handley 431, Lord Lincoln 416. In 1861 he contested Nottingham, but was defeated by Sir Robert 
Clfton, amid a scene of intense excitement. He succeeded to the Dukedom in 1864, and died suddenly at the Park Hotel, 
Park Lane, St. James, on February 22nd, 1879, at the early age of 45. 

1859 (April).— Grosvenor Hodgkinson and John Handley. 

Mr. John Handley received his early education at Eton, in which famous school he occupied a most creditable position 

as a scholar, having a high place in the sixth form. From Eton he 
proceeded to Trinity College, Cambridge, where he took the degree of 
B.A., and subsequently that of M.A. On leaving the University he 
studied the law and became a barrister. He practised on the Midland 
/#,:, iit% ,J!^^ \ circuit and was for a short time a Commissioner in Bankruptcy. He 

was a J. P. for the borough and county and Deputy Lieutenant, and 
filled the office of High Sheriff 1868. He represented Newark in two 
successive Parliaments, being member from March, 1857, to July, 1865. 
He died on December 8th, 1880, at his residence in North Gate, 
Newark, and was buried at ^\■inthorpe. 

1865 (July). — Grosvenor Hodgkinson and Lord A. Pelham Clinton. 

No contest. On the hustings Mr. Hodgkinson was proposed by Mr. 
P. Handley and seconded by Mr. Earp. Lord A. Pelham Clinton was 
proposed by Mr. Nicholson, and seconded by Mr. H. Branston. Mr. 
Nicholson relerred to Lord Arthur as the son ot a Duke of Newcastle, 
who was a great statesman, and a great friend to this town. He also 
referred to the part his Lordship bore in the memorable relief of Lucknow, 
at which he was seriously wounded. 

1868 (November). — Grosvenor Hodgkinson and Edward Denison. 

Mr. Grosvenor Hodgkinson was the son of Mr. George 
Hodgkinson, solicitor, of Newark. He represented the Borough 
in the Liberal interest for fifteen years, being first returned with Mr. John Handley in April, 1859. He was a director of 
the Midland Railway Company, and for some time chairman of the Lolidon, Chatham, and Dover. He was also a magistrate 
for the borough and county. He died at his residence, North Gate House, February 14th, 1881, aged 63 years, and was 
buried at Balderton. A political writer in the " Pall Mall Gazette" said, "Mr. Grosvenor Hodgkinson leapt into fame 
in the course of a single night. It was in the memorable session when Mr. Disraeli was piloting through the House of 
Commons the Reform Bill which the Derby ministry finally succeeded in carrying into law. The principal measure was 
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that every householder paying rates should be entitled to the franchise, and its advocates alleged that under it hundreds 
of thousands of votes woulvi be added to the electoral lists. It was pointed out on the other side that in large towns 
in England the owner of; the poorer class of houses, under the name of 
compound householders, paid rates for all his tenants, and that consequently 
the promise of Mr. Disraftli's measure was delusive. The compound house- 
holder became a bore of the first magnitude. His existence distracted political 
parties ; his future was a puzzle to the House of Commons and its leader, 
until Mr. Grosvenor Hodgkinson proposed his abolition. Mr. Disraeli rose 
eagerly to the suggestion and the compound householder was known no 
more." 

Mr. Edward Denisou died at an early age in January, 1870. He was the son 
of the Bishop of Salisbury, and a nephew of Speaker Denison, afterwards Lord 
Ossington and of Lady Ossington. Mr. Denison inherited those talents which 
his father and uncles displayed in a pre-eminent degree, and at Oxford, not- 
withstanding an interruption in his reading caused by the delicate state of his 
health, took a second class in law and history. In 1867, when terrible distress 
prevailed in the East of London, he did not hesitate, notwitstanding his 
physical weakness, to throw himself into what he describes as " a terrible 
struggle which was being enacted against poverty and disease." Taking up 
his abode in the neighbourhood of Stepney, he laboured on behalf of the poor, 
and not only alleviated much suffering but built and endowed a school in 
which he taught and gave lectures to workmen. In 1868 he was returned 
member i'or Newark, his oratorical talents, earnestness, and philanthropic 
spirit milking him very popular. Towards the end of 1869 the state of his 
health necessitated a journey to the Antipodes, and in January, 1870, within a fortnight after landing at Melbourne, 
this talented and promising young statesman breathed his last. His life and letters were published under the editorship 
of his friend Sir Baldwin Leighton, Bart. 

1870. — Samuel Boteler Bristowe, Q.C., vice Mr. E. Denison, 
(X \ deceased. 

On the death of Mr. Edward Denison there were several candidates, 
one of whom. Sir George Grey, died in September, 1898. Speaking of 
his public life the ' ' Standard ' ' said : "By the death of Sir George Grey 
there has closed one of the most picturesque and striking careers which 
in the present century have been associated with the defence and con- 
solidation of the Empire. Beginning life as an infantry ofificer in 1829, 
it was as a daring and resolute explorer in Western Australia that he 
first came into note, and it was on the strength of the energy and resources 
he had displayed in that capacity, and the influence he had won over 
the natives during the short time of residence at King George's Sound 
that in 1841 he was appointed at the early age of 28 to the Governor- 
ship of South Australia." Sir George came to Newark as a candidate 
for the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Edward Denison in 1870. 
The town on this occasion was literally over-run with aspirants for the 
vacant seat. Mr. S. B. Bristowe, Sir George Grey, Major-General Sir 
Henry Storks, Sergt. Sleigh and Sir Francis Lycett were brought before 
the constituency. Sir George came forward as an Independent Liberal, 
advocating free education, waste labour for waste land, and above all 
Imperialism. Proude and Carlisle are said to have written him en- 
couraging letters, and he decided to go to the poll. At the nomination he was proposed by Jlr. Philip Handley and seconded 
by Mr. P. W. Wood. Sir Henry Storks and Sir Francis Lycett retired early in the contest, and Sir George Grey a few 
hours after the poll had opened, leaving the battle between Mr. Bristowe (L.) and Sergt Sleigh (C.) with the result that 
Mr. Bristowe was elected. The numbers were Bristowe 822, Sleigh 653, Grey 52. 
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1874. — Thomas Earp and S. B. Bristowe. 

The candidates were Mr. S. B. Bristowe, of Beesthorpe, and Mr. Thomas Earp, of Newark (Liberal) and Captain Edward 
Field R.N., of the Grove. Gosport, and Colonel Henry Eyre, of Rampton Manor, Notts. (Conservative). The election took 

place on February 3rd, and the numbers polled were as follows : —Earp 973, 

I^^^HJjmij^^ Bristowe 912, Field 824, Eyre 813. 

jHHmmmiPHH^^^^ Mr. Thomas Earp, of the White House, Mill Gate, Newark, born at Derby 

in 1830, came to Newark on February 1st, I8t5, just 29 years prior to his 

Ij^^x:^'- ^"W" ~~^ adoption as a Parliamentary candidate, and entered the ofi&ces in Kirk 

JB^^j^ ^ Gate of Mr. George Harvey and his son, in which he eventually became a 

partner with the late Mr. George Harvey, who was Mayor of Newark in 1874. 
In 1864 he was elected a Councillor for the East Ward, and about the same 
time became a partner in the Trent Brewery of Richardson, Eatp and Slater. 
Having relinquished these businesses, he in 1880 joined Sir William Gilstrap in 
the extensive malting concern of Gilstrap, Earp & Co., one of the largest in the 
country, from which he retired in 1905. Mr. Earp has devoted many years to 
the service of the town, and been closely connected with local movements, 
institutions, and public bodies. He has been three times Mayor (in 1869, 
1891, and 1892) and is "the Father of the Council." In 1902, during the 
Jlayoralty of Mr. Skerrett, he was presented with his portrait by over 100 
subscribers in recognition of his 40 years' services, the presentation taking 
place at a luncheon at the Town Hall. The portrait, a three-quarter length 
figure, and a most admirable likeness, was painted by Mr. Harold Knight, and 
the engraving herewith is taken from it. Mr. Earp afterwards gave 
it to the town,_ and it hangs in the Council Chamber. We have already 
recorded in previous pages his generous gift of a site for a new Grammar 
School.' Mr. Earp is an Alderman of the Borough, and a Justice of the Peace for both town and county. 




MR. ALD. EARP, M.P. 



Colonel Henry Eyre, C.B., had a distinguished career as a soldier. He 
was gazetted ensign in the RMe Brigade, January. 1855, and served in 
the Crimea, being wounded in the attack on the Redan. Twelve months 
after his return from the Crimea, he was sent to India on the out- 
break of the Mutiny and was present at the relief of Lucknow. He 
served as an officer in Ross' historic Camel Corps and was twice wounded, 
being personally complimented for his gallantry by Sir Colin Campbell. 
In January, 1865, he became Colonel of the Notts. Rifle Volunteers, 
and held the command over 22 years, He represented the Gainsborough 
Division in Parliament from 1886 to 1892, and died January 24th, 
1904, in his 71st year. 

Mr. Samuel Boteler Bristowe, Q.C., born at Beesthorpe Hall, 1822 ; 
Fellow of Trinity Hall, Cambridge, Queen's Counsel, Bencher of the Inner 
Temple, and a Member of the Midland Circuit ; successively Recorder of 
Newark, Member for the Borough in 1870 and 1874, and for over ten 
years Judge of its County Court ; died at St. Leonard' s-on-Sea, 1897. 

1880. — Thomas Earp and W. Newzam Nicholson. 

The candidates in opposition to the sitting Liberal members, Messrs. 
Earp and Bristowe, were the Hon. M. B. G. Finch-Hatton, of Haverholrae 
Priory, Sleaford, and Mr. W. Newzam Nicholson, of Newark (Conser- 
vatives). The election took place on Thursday, April 1st, and the numbers polled were Earp 1.073. 
Finch-Hatton 985, Bristowe 982. 
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The Hon. JI. E- G. Pinch-Hatton was a young politician of exceptional eloquence and ability, with strong local claims. 
which he thus referred to in his first speech at Newark : — " It is the fashion to propose to boroughs for their acceptance 
candidates who, whatever their cleverness may be, have very little personal interest in the place. But I feel that I may 
fairly claim to be no stranger here. I have a very considerable stake in this borough, and I am also descended from the 
Gordons (from whom I derive both this property and all that I have), and through them from the Jenisons, three of 
whom were Mayors of this town. You will therefore extend to me, I hope, the privilege of a fellow- townsman, which I 
^vish to claim at your hands, and which I think the descendant of three Mayors of Newark has a right to claim. (Ap- 
plause.)" 

Though he did not succeed at Newark, Mr. Finch-Hatton soon found a seat for Spalding, which he held until his succession 
to the peerage as Earl of Winchilsea and Nottingham. He founded the National Agricultural Union, and his lamented 
death in 1901 cut short a career of great distinction and promise. He is buried at Ewerby, I,incs. 

Mr.W. Newzam Nicholson was a son of Mr. Benjamin Nicholson, magistrate and alderman of Newark, and of Frances, 
daughter of Mr. John Newzam, of Newark, and was born in this town in 1816. After receiving his education at the 
Magnus Grammar School, he' commenced business in his native town as an agricultural engineer in 1842 at the age of 
26. In a dozen years from starting Mr. Nicholson's business had outgrown its contracted surroundings, and in 1854, the 
first large workshops were erected which formed the nucleus of the present extensive range of buildings known as the 
Trent Iron Works. Mr. Nicholson was Mayor in 1851, the year of the first great Exhibition, the success of which he 
did his best to promote. In 1866 he was elected to the aldermanic chair rendered vacant by the death of his father, 
and at the general election of 1880 his fellow townsmen conferred upon him the highest honour they had it in their power 
to bestow. In 1842 Mr. Nicholson married Maria Alice, daughter of Mr. James Betts, of Newark, by whom he had three 
sons and a daughter. His eldest son Edward Henry was educated at the Magnus Grammar School, obtained one of its 
exhibitions, went to Baliol College, Oxford, and graduated at that University, taking a second class in classics. He 
joined his father in the business to which his energies are still devoted. He has taken a great interest in the Volunteer 
movement and was for some time Colonel of the 4th Notts Rifle Volunteers. Mr. E. H. Nicholson's eldest son is Lieut. 
H. M. Nicholson, R.N., who for his gallantry in Crete received the distinguished service order at the hands of Her Majesty. 
Mr.'W. N. Nicholson married again in 1866, Annie, daughter of Mr. Joseph Prior, of Woodstock, by whom he had two 
sons, one of whom, Mr. William Nicholson, is the well-known artist, whose admirable sketches, notably ' ' An almanack' 
of twelve sports," and "London types," have won him considerable fame. The accompanying verses to the former 
were written by Mr. Rudyard Kipling, and to the latter by Mr. Henley. Mr. Nicholson is also achieving celebrity as 
a portrait painter. 

These were the last of our borough members. They sat until 1885 when the town became merged 
into a County Division. The members for the Newark Division have been Viscount Newark (now Earl 
Manvers) the late Hon. Harold^Finch-Hatton, Sir Charles Welby, Bart., C.B., Denton Manor, Giantham, 
and Mr. John R. Starkey,^ofjHill House, Southwell (the present member). 
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CHAPTER XI. 



By the Charter granted in 1579, and embodied for the iirst time in local history in this volume 
(see p. 30), the town received the right to appoint a Recorder and Coroner. The following, compiled 
mainly from the Corporation Minute Books, is the list of those who have held the office of Recorder : — 

1579. — Anthony Thorold. 

Probably Anthony Thorold, eldest son ot William Thorold, Es:juire, ot Marston, Lincolnshire. Barrister-at-law (Gray's 
Inn), 1539. Reader of Gray's Inn, 1555. M.P. for Grantham, 1557-8. High Sheriff of Lincolnshire, 1571. Knight 
Bachelor, 6th May, 1585. Died 26th June, 1594. 

1589.— William Rothwell. 

Probably William Rothwell, of Stapleford, Lincolnshire, son of Stephen Rothwell. Barrister-al-law (Gray's Inn), 
5th February, 1578. 

150,4. — William Cardinall (died at Egmanton 1598). 

Probably William Cardinall, Barrister-at-law_(Gray's Inn), '1555. Reader (1574), and Double Reader (1586), of Gray's 
Inn. 

1599.— Edmund Booth, of Gray's Inn (died 25th March, 1602). 

In the Records of the Borough of Leicester, I. 434, under " Guif tes " 1600-1, is] the entry "Sack to Mr. Boothe, re- 
corder of Newark, and Mr. Stanford, being retained councill with the towne about ournew liberties. ' ' See also ante p. 31. 

Probably Edmund Boothe, second son of Sir William Boothe, Knight, of Dunham, Cheshire. Admission, 8th 
February, 1587. 

1602. — Samuel Bevercotes. 

PyoiflftZy Samuel Bevercotts, son of Anthony Bevercotts, of Ordsall, Nottinghamshire. Barrister-at-law (Gray's Inn), 
1582. Reader of Barnard's Inn, 1588, and of Gray's Inn, 1599. A member of the Council of the North, 

1603. — Thomas Symcok. 

Probably Thomas Symcockes, eldest son of Christopher Symcockes, Esquire, of Budley, Somersetshire. Barrister- 
at-law (Middle Temple), 17th June, 1586. Died 1619 



26o HISTORY OF NEWARK. 

1615. — Gervase Molyneux. 

Mr. Jlolyneux was elected owing to the frequent absence of Mr. Symcok, but on the latter promising to be more regular 
in his attendance he was re-sworn with the consent of Mr. Molyneux, "^who did willingly agree thereto." (Vide Corpora- 
tion Minutes.) On his retirement Mr. Molyneux succeeded to the office. 

Probably Gervase Jlolyneux, fourth son of John JMolyneux, Esquire, of Thorpe, near Newark, and grandson of Sir 
Edmund Molyneux, K.B., Judge of the Common Pleas. Admission, Lincoln's Inn, 5th December, 1586. Barrister- 
at-law, 8th May, 1610. 

1623. — John Wood, of the Middle Temple. 

John Wood, of Lamley and Woodborough, "was ejected from the office of Recorder in 1645, but lived to see [the 
Restoration of Charles II." (Hist, of Woodborough by Rev. W. E. Buckland.) 

Eldest son of Robert Wood, Esquire, of I/amley, Nottinghamshire, and grandson of Sir Edward Montague, Chief Justice 
of England. Admission, 6th May, 15S2. 

1645. — Gilbert Boun, of Lincoln's Inn. 

Mr. Boun was a Sergeant-at-law, and father-in-law to Robert Thoroton, county historian, 'who acknowledges the en- 
couragement and assistance the Sergeant gave him. He quaintly says ' ' What use I have made of any of his collections 
is marked in the margent with B but where the printer overlooked it." 

Admission, 16th October, 1602. Barrister-at-law, 5th May, 1618. Serjeant-at-law, 1636-7. 
1651. — William Llandon. 

The minutes state that " William Llandon, councillor-at-law, recommended by the Honourable Col. John Hutchinson 
recorder of this town, was approved and sworn a deputy unto him the said Colonel." 

Probably William Llauden, second son of Benedict Llanden, Esquire, of the Middle Temple. Barrister-at-law 
(Middle Temple), 8th June, 1638. 

1665. — Edward Bigland, of Gray's Inn. 

' ' Appointed Recorder in the room of William Llandon resigned.' ' (Vide Corporation Minutes.) 

Probably Edward Bigland, second son of the R.ev. Edward Bigland, of Little Leake, Nottinghamshire. B.A. (Cam- 
bridge). Barrister-at-law, 7th February, 1654. Serjeant-at-law, 12th May, 1680. Recorder of Nottingham, 1680. 
M.P. for Nottingham, January, 1688-9, to February, 1689-90. Buried at Long Whatton, 5th August, 1704. 

1680. — William Rastall, of Newark. 

Dickinson says " this William Rastall was grandson of William Rastall, one of the Justices of Q.B. in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and was bred to the profession of the law." 

1686. — Robert, second Lord Lexington. 

Robert Sutton, second Lord Lexington, was born at Averham Park in 1661. After being employed on several important 
foreign missions, he proceeded to Vienna in 1 694 as Envoy Extraordinary to the Imperial Court, where he remained until 
1697. In 1712 he was selected to conduct the negotiations with Spain. His public career terminated with the accession 
of George I. He died at Averham Park, 19th September. 1723, and was buried at Kelham. Vide "The Lexington 
Papers," edited by the Hon. H. Manners Sutton. 

Only son of Robert Sutton, who was a zealous Royalist, and having largely contributed to the garrisoning of Newark 
was created Lord Lexington of Aram by King Charles I. The dignity expired with the second Lord, and his heiresi 
married John, third Duke of Rutland. 
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1693. — George Cartwright. 

Probably George Cartwright, second son of William Cartwright, Esquire, of Normanton, Nottinghamshire. Barrister- 
at-law (Uncoln's Inn), 16th May, 1683. 

1723. — William Cartwright. 

Probably William Cartwright, elder son of William Cartwright, Esquire, of Normanton, Nottinghamshire. Bapt. 
14th December. 1674. Barrister-at-law (Lincoln's Tnn), 4th June, 1700. Died 11th September, 1748. 

1748. — John Heron, of Newark. 

Eldest son of Robert Heron, Esquire, of Newark (see below). Born 1717. Admission, Middle Temple, 4th August, 

1732. Died at Paris, 8th September, 1753. 

1753. — Robert Heron, of Newark. 

Father of the preceding, and of the succeeding Recorder. Eldest son of John Heron, Esquire, of Newark. Born 
1687. Appointed a Deputy-I/ieutenant for Nottinghamshire on the outbreak of the Rebellion in 1743. Died 10th 
August, 1753. (See ante. Vol. I, page 312.) 

1754. — Thomas Heron, of Newark. 

Second son of Robert Heron, Esquire, of Newark (see above). Born 1723. Admission, I<incoln's Inn, 23rd January 
1754. Barrister-at-law, 25th May, 1759. Died at Chillingham Castle, Kent, 28th April, 1794. 

1770. — Charles Mellish, of Lincoln's Inn. 

Eld^t son of William Mellish, Esquire, of Blyth, Nottinghamshire, Receiver-General of Customs, and M.P. for East 
Retford. Born 1737. Barrister-at-law, 16th June, 1766. Died January, 1797. 

1777. — Sir Richard Sutton, Bart., of the Inner Temple and Norwood Park. 

Younger surviving son of the Right Hon. Sir Robert Sutton, K.B., of Brant Broughton, I/incolnshire. Born 31st July, 

1733. M.A. (Cambridge). Barrister-at-law 29th June, 1759. M.P. for St. Alban's 1768-1780, for Sandwich 1780-1784, 
and for Boroughbridge 1784-1793, and Under-Secretary of State, August, 1766 — September, 1772. Created a baronet 14th 
October, 1772, on retiring from office. First Commissioner to Privy Seal February to November, 1768, and a I/Ord of the 
Treasury, 1780-1782. Died 10th January, 1802. 

1779. — Charles MeUish (on his return from abroad). 

Mr. Mellish was an industrious antiquary. He collected many interesting local documents which are now at Hodsock 
Priory, and in 1778, at his own expense, " repaired and ornamented " the Beaumond Cross. 

1794. — Sir Thomas Manners-Sutton, of Lincoln's Inn. 

Fifth son of Lord George Manners-Sutton, who assumed the latter surname upon inheriting the estates of his maternal 
grandfather, Robert Sutton, 2nd Baron Lexington (see above). Born 24th February, 1756. M.A. (Cambridge). Barrister- 
at law, 17th November, 1780. M.P. for Newark, 1798-1805. Solicitor-General to the Prince of Wales, 1797-1802. Knighted, 
May, 1802. Solicitor-General of England May, 1802 — February, 1805. A Baron of the Exchequer, February, 1805 — 
April, 1807. Lord Chancellor of Ireland, April, 1807 — November, 1827. Created Baron Manners of Fostou, Lincolnshire 
20th April, 1807. Died 31st May, 1842. 

1805. — Job Charlton Brough, of Lincoln's Inn. 

Eldest son of Job Brough, Esquire, of Newark. Barrister-at-law, 15th November, 1784 



262 HISTORY OF NEWARK. 

1806. — D'Ewes Coke, of Lincoln's Inn. 

Eldest son of the Rev. D'Ewes Coke, of Brook Hill Hall, Nottinghamshire. Born 22nd December, 1774. Barrister- 
at-law, 21st January, 1797. Deputy Recorder of Grantham, 1805-1814. Died Uth March, 1856. 

1811. — John Balguy, jun.,of the Middle Temple. 

Eldest son of John Balguy, Esquire, of Darwent Hall and DufEeld, Derbyshire, Recorder of Derby. Born 14th September, 
1782. Barrister-at-law, 14th June, 1805. Recorder of Derby, 1833-1858. King's Counsel, July, 1833. Died 1858. 

i83i.^Clinton James Fynes-Clinton, of Lincoln's Inn. 

Second son of the Rev. Charles Pynes-Clinton, LI<.D., Rector of Cromwell, Nottinghamshire (who married Emma, 
daughter of Job Brough, of Newark). Born 13th December, 1792. M.A. (Oxford). Barrister-at-law, 26th November, 
1818. M.P. for Aldborough, Yorks., 1826-1832. Died 11th April, 1833. 

1833.— Nathaniel Richard Clarke, of the Middle Temple. 

Eldest son of Nathaniel Gooding Clarke, K.C., of Lincoln's Inn. Born 11th May, 1785. M.A. (Cambridge). Barrister 
at-law, 22nd November, 1811. Sergeant-at-law, 1843. A Judge of County Courts, 1847-1859. For upwards cf twenty 
years Recorder of Lincoln, Northampton and Walsall, as well as of Newark, until his death. Died 31s July, 1859. 

1859 (October).— James Fitzjames Stephen, Q.C., of the Inner Temple. 

f Second son of the Right Hon. Sir James Stephen, K.C.B. Born 3rd March, 1829. M.A. (Cambridge), D.C.L. (Oxford), 
LL.B. (London). Barrister-at-law, 26th January, 1854. Queen's Counsel, February, 1868. Legal member of the Viceroy 
of India's Council. 1869-1872. Professor of Common Law, Inns of Court, 1875-1879. K.C.S.I., 1877. A Judge of the 
High Court j of Justice, 1879-1891; created a baronet on retirement from Bench, 29th June, 1891. An eminent 
authority on criminal law. Died 11th March, 1894. 

1870 (January). — Samuel Boteler Bristowe, of the Irmer Temple. 

Eldest sou of Samuel Ellis Bristowe, Esquire, of Beesthorpe, Nottinghamshire. Bom 5th October, 1822. M.A. (Cam- 
bridge). Barrister-at-law, 9th June, 1848. Queen's Counsel, February, 1872. M.P. for Newark, 1870-1880.33A Judge 
of County Courts, June, 1880. Died 5th March, 1897. 

1870 (April). — John James Heath Saint, of the Inner Temple. 

Eldest son of the Rev. John James Saint, of Groombridge Place, Kent. Born 27th January, 1828. B.A. (Oxford). 
Barrister-at-law, 1st May, 1854. Recorder of Leicester, July, 1884— March, 1895. Died 7th March, 1895. 

1884 (July). — John Henry Etherington Smith, of the Inner Temple. 

Eldest son of Henry Etherington Smith, Esquire, of Norris Hill, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicestershire. Born 3rd January, 
1841. M.A. (Oxford). Barrister-at-law, 17th November, 1866. Recorder of Derby since July, 1899. 

1899 (August). — William James Noble, K.C., of the Inner Temple (present Recorder). 

Eldest son of John Noble, Esquire, of Little Over, Derbyshire. Born 31st July, 1855. M.A. (Oxford). Barrister-at 
law, 26th January, 1882. King's Counsel, May, 1905. 

NOTE. — A qualification is addedj in all ; cases in which the identity of the Recorders is not proved beyond question. 
In nearly all the instances in which the word " /'fofcafc/y " is used the identification is almost conclusively established ; in 
the cas?s o'. William Cardinall and William Llandon alone does it appear to be open to doubt. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

In the'^Appendix to Vol. I. we printed for the first time the Charter of Incorporation granted by King 
Edward VI., and in the first chapter of this volume we give many new details of the first meeting of the 
Aldermen and Assistants, and of the rules and regulations which they made. We now append a list of 
the ' ' good men and true ' ' who have served the town as aldermen under the first charter from 1549 
to 1625, and as Mayors from their creation by the Charter of Charles I. in the last-named year. 



ALDERMEN OF NEWARK, 

From the first Incorporation of the Town by Edward 
Till the Alderman had the dignity of Mayor conferred upon him 

-Christopher Storres. 
-Thomas Parker. 
-George Thexton. 
-Edward Kelsterne. 
-William Herreson. 
-Christopher Jenison. 
-Edward Browne. 
-John Deathe. 
-Thomas Bayte. 
-Anthony Haslam. 
-George Brigges. 
-Edmund Metheringham- 
-Nicholas Goddard. 
-Thomas Crosse. 
-Thomas Herringe. 
-Brian Houlson. 
-William Harrison. 
-William Parke. 
-Christopher Jenison. 
-John Burt one. 
-William Standley. 
-Anthony Haslam. 
-Thomas Hartley. 
-Edmund Metheringham. 
-Thomas Hobman. 
-Christopher Thompson. 



I549-- 


-Anthony Forster. 


I575-- 


1550.- 


-Wilham Philhpot. 


1576-- 


1551-- 


-WiUiam Riggs 


I577-- 


1552.- 


—Hugh Kelsterne. 


1578- 


I553-- 


—Edward Saynton 


I579-- 


I554-- 


—Robert Howes. 


1580.- 


I555-- 


—WiUiam Robinson. 


1581.- 


1556.- 


—John Corbrigge 


1582.- 


I557-- 


—Richard Leverton. 


1583- 


1558.- 


—William Leverit. 


1584.- 


I559-- 


—Edward Kelsterne. 


1585-- 


1560.- 


—John BrigneU. 


1586.- 


1561.- 


—John Key. 


1587-- 


1562.- 


—Humphrey Taylour. 


1588.- 


1563-- 


—William Leverit 


1589.- 


1564.- 


—WiUiam Robinson. 


1590.- 


1565-- 


-William Blanke. 


1591-- 


1566.- 


—Christopher Storres. 


1592. 


1567-- 


—John Kelsterne. 


1593- 


1568.- 


—Edward Kelsterne. 


1594- 


1569.- 


—William Herreson. 


1595- 


1570-- 


—John BrigneU. 


1596. 


1571-- 


—William Standley. 


1597- 


1572-- 


—Thomas Bate. 


1598. 


^573-- 


—George Brigges. 


1599- 


^574-- 


—WiUiam Leveritt. 


1600. 



VI., 1549. 
hy Charles I., 1625. 

Year. 

1601. — William Parke. 
1602. — Edward Deathe 
1603. — Henry Webster. 
1604. — Robert BrigneU. 
1605. — Christopher Jenison. 
1606.— Robert Webb. 
1607. — Peter Key. 
1608. — Edmund Metheringham 
1609. — John Twentyman. 
1610. — Bartholomew Martin. 
1611. — Thomas Taylor. 
1612. — John Brownlow. 
1613. — Henry Webster. 
1614. — John Noble. 
1615. — Richard Burkitts. 
1616. — Thomas Jenison 
1617. — Robert Good. 
1618. — Christopher Haslam. 
1619. — Richard Herring. 
i620.^ohn Metheringham. 
1621. — Peter Smith. 
1622. — John Jenison. 
1623. — Thomas Hobman. 
1624. — John Brownlow. 
1625. — Henry Gill. 
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From their first Creation by Charles I., 1625. 



Elected 
in the 



1625.— henry Gill (Sworn July 

i2th). 
1626. — John Standish. 
1627. — Henry Clifton. 
1628. — Thomas Jenison. 
1629. — Christopher Wilson. 
1630. — Christopher Haslam. 
1631. — John Noble. 
1632. — Edward Standish. 
1633. — Peter Smith. 
1634. — Anthony Hobman. 
1635. — John Johnson. 
1636. — Matthew Mercer. 
1637. — Launcelot Thompson. 
1638. — Thomas Treece. 
1639. — John Johnson. 

1640. — John Standish. 

1641. — Thomas Atkinson. 

1642. — Christopher Wilson. 

1643. — Thomas Arnold. 

1644. — Hercules Clay. 

1645. (Jan. I )— Edward 
Standish. 

1645. — Thomas Smith. 

1646. — William Baker. 

1647. — Henry Camm. 

1648. — Launcelot Thompson. 

1649. — WiUiam Watson. 

1650. — Robert Wilson. 

1651. — Francis Fitzwilliams. 

1652. — Jeffrey Ebdon. 

1653. — Benjamin Wilson. 

1654. — Matthew Jenison. 

1655. — Christopher Wilson. 

1656. — Matthew Newham. 

1657. — John Jenison. 

1658.— William Martin. 

1659. — William Hobman. 

1660. — Charles Dennis. 

1661. — Robert Atkinson. 

1662. — Christopher Haslam. 

1663. — Richard Herring. 

1664. — Leonard Jenison. 

1665. — Hugh Treece. 

1666. — Edward Newton. 

1667. — Robert Hoyes. 

1668. — William Brown. 

1669. — John Marris. 

1670. — WilHam Martin. 



Elected 
in the 
Year. 

167I.- 

1672.- 

1673.- 
1674.- 

1675-- 
1676.- 
1677.- 
1678.- 
1679.- 
1680.- 
1681.- 
1682.- 
1683.- 
1684.- 
1685.- 
1686.- 
1687.- 

i688.- 

1688. 
1689. 
1690. 
1691. 
1692. 
1693. 
1694. 
1695. 
1696. 
1697. 
1698. 
1699. 
1700, 
1701 
1702, 

1703 
1704, 

1705 
1706, 
1707, 
1708, 
1709, 
1710, 
1711, 
1712 

1713 
1714 

1715 
1716. 

1717 



— Wilham Basledine. 
-Robert Gregg. 
—George Birkbank . 
—Thomas Hodgson. 
—Robert Morris. 
—Isaac Sherwin. 
—Dennis Cooling. 
— Wihiam Twentyman. 
—WiUiam Hobman. 
—John Girton. 
—John Marris. 
— Richard Read. 
—William Martin. 
—Wilham Martin. 
—Wilham Rastall. 
— George Birkbank. 
— Robert Marris. 
— Samuel Ellis (Elected 

Lady Day). 
— Alexander Clarke. 
— Isaac Sherwin. 
— John Whalley. 
— Wilham Twentyman. 
— Matthew Alvey. 
— Wilham Hobman. 
— Richard Rawson. 
— Richard Read. 
— William Pocklinton. 
— Edward Hobson. 
—Wilham Martin. 
— Solomon Bettison. 
— Robert Marris. 
, — William Snell. 
— Timothy ElUs. 
— John Cook. 
— John Milnes. 
—Matthew Alvey. 
— Samuel Rastall. 
— Thomas Lund. 
— Samuel Feet. 
, — Robert Marris. 
— John Herring. 
— Roger Pocklington. 

Solomon Bettison. 
, — John Taylor. 
, — John Cook. 
. — John Milnes. 
— Thomas Clark. 
, — Edward Moor. 



Elected 
in tlie 
Year. 

I718.- 

I7I9.- 

1720.- 

I72I.- 

1722.- 

1723-- 
1724.- 

1725-- 
1726.- 
1727.- 
1728.- 
1729.- 
1730-- 
1731-- 
1732-- 

I733-- 
I734-- 



I734-- 
I735-- 
I736-- 
I737-- 
1738.- 

I739-- 
1740.- 
1741.- 
1742.- 

I743-- 
1744. 

1745- 

1746. 

1747. 

1748 

1749. 

1750 

1751 

1752. 

1753- 

1754 

1755 

1756. 

1757- 

1758. 

1759 
1760, 
1761 
1762 

1763 
1764 



-Samuel Rastall. 

-Henry Martin. 

-Christopher Buckley. 

-Edward Eastland. 

-Robert Marris. 

-John Herring. 

-Benjamin Farnsworth. 

-Joseph Lund. 

-Joseph Taylor. 

-Wilham Hoyes. 

-John Milnes. 

-Thomas Wilson. 

-Edward Smith. 

-Samuel Rastall. 

-Henry Martin. 

-Christopher Buckley. 

-Joseph Lund (Sworn 

April 23). 

-Edward Eastland. 

-Robert Marris. 

-Thomas Haslam. 

-Benjamin Farnsworth. 

-Joseph Lund. 

-Francis Noble. 

-WiUiam Hoyes. 

-John Clough. 

-John Pocklington. 

-Edward Smith. 

-Samuel Rastall. 

-Thomas Killinger. 

-William Hoyes. 

-Edward Eastland. 

-Richard Harrison. 
— Thomas Haslam. 
John Twentyman. 
. — Joseph Lund. 
■Francis Noble. 
WiUiam Wells. 
-John Clough. 
. — Timothy RastaU. 
. — Joseph Sikes. 
. — Robert Spragging. 
. — Samuel Twentyman. 
. — Thomas Milnes. 
. — WiUiam Handley. 
. — John Smith. 
. — Thomas Haslam. 
John Twentyman. 
■John Milnes. 
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MAYORS OF NEWARK— continued. 



Elected 
in the 




Elected 
in the 


Year. 




Year. 


1765-- 


-Henry Milnes. 


1812.- 


1766.- 


-Timothy Rastall. 


1813.- 


1767.- 


—Joseph Sikes. 


I814.- 


1768.- 


-The Right Honourable 


1815.- 




the Earl of Lincoln. 


1816.- 


1768.- 


-Robert Spragging 


1817.- 




(Elected Dec. 12). 


I818.- 


1769.- 


—Samuel Twentyman. 


1819.- 


1770.- 


-Thomas Spragging. 


1820.- 


I77I.- 


— WiUiam Handley. 


182I.- 


1772. 


Samuel Brooksby. 


1822.- 


I773-- 


—Thomas Haslam. 


1823.- 


I774-- 


—Richard Eastland. 


1824.- 


I775-- 


-John Ridgill. 


1825.- 


1776.- 


—Henry Milnes. 


1826.- 


1777.- 


—Robert Foster. 


1827.- 


1778- 


—Samuel Sketchley. 


1828.- 


1779.- 


—William Martin. 


1829.- 


1780.- 


—Joseph Sikes. 


1830.- 


1781.- 


—David Stephenson. 


183I.- 


1782.- 


—Samuel Twent5nnan. 


1832.- 


1783-- 


—Thomas Spragging. 


1833.- 


1784.- 


— WilUam Handley. 


1834.- 


1785- 


—Samuel Brooksby. 


1835-- 


1786.- 


—John Godfrey. 


1836.- 


1787.- 


—George Lawrence. 




1788.- 


—James Guthrie. 


1837-- 


1789.- 


—Henry Milnes. 


1838.- 


1790.- 


—WiUiam Jessop. 


1839.- 


1791.- 


—Samuel Sketchley. 


1840.- 


1792.- 


—WiUiam Martin. 


184I.- 


I793-- 


—Thomas Bland. 


1842.- 


1794.- 


—David Stephenson. 


1843.- 


I795-- 


-Robert Buck. 


1844.- 


1796.- 


—Thomas Spragging. 


1845.- 


1797.- 


—William Farmarie. 


1846.- 


1798.- 


—John Godfrey. 


1847.- 


1799.- 


—Charles Moor. 


1848.- 


1800.- 


—George Lawrence. 


1849.- 


1801.- 


—James Guthrie. 


1850.- 


1802.- 


—John Youle. 


185I.- 


1803.- 


—WiUiam Jessop. 


1852.- 


1804.- 


—Samuel Sketchley. 


1853-- 


1805.- 


—Thomas StansaU, 


1854.- 


1806.- 


—Thomas Bland. 


1855-- 


1807.- 


—William Parker. 


1856.- 


1808.- 


-Robert Buck. 


1857-- 


1809.- 


-Richard Fisher. 


1858.- 


1810.- 


-William Farmarie. 


1859- 


rSii.- 


-Charles Moore. 


1860.- 



-Edward Godfrey. 
-James Dyson. 
-William Hilton. 
-WiUiam Fillingham. 
-William Readitt. 
-Thomas Bland. 
-WiUiam Parker. 
-Thomas StansaU. 
-Robert Buck. 
-Richard Fisher. 
-John Hole. 
-Charles Moor. 
-James Dyson. 
-WiUiam Hilton. 
-George Hodgkinson. 
-James Prior Lacy. 
-William Fillingham 
-WiUiam Readitt. 
-J. J. Bigsby. 
-WiUiam Parker. 
-James Thorpe. 
-P. R. Falkner. 
-William Thompson, jun. 
-James Thorpe. 
-Thomas Spragging God- 
frey. 

-Thomas Caparn. 
-Joseph Gilstrap. 
-Charles Ridge. 
-Ben j amin Nicholson . 
-John Clark. 
-Edward Little Bousfield 
-Godfrey Tallents. 
-Joseph Branston. 
-James Snow. 
-George Hutton. 
-WiUiam Thomson. 
-Robert Bishop. 
-WiUiam HaU. 
-WiUiam HaU. 
-W, Newzam Nicholson. 
-John Cooper. 
-John Smith Caparn. 
-WiUiam Ragsdale. 
-Henry Sutton. 
-George Hutton RiddeU. 
-Edward Cooper. 
-Henry Branston. 
-Thomas Oldham. 
-James Holman Betts. 



Electea 
in the 
Year. 

1861.- 



1862.- 
1863.- 
1864.- 
1865.- 

1866.- 
1867.- 

1868.- 
1869.- 
1870.- 
187I.- 
1872.- 

1873.- 
1874.- 

1875- 
1876.- 
1877.- 
1878.- 
1879.- 
1880.- 

i88i.- 
1882.- 
1883.- 
1884.- 
1885.- 
1886.- 
1887.- 
i888.- 
1889.- 
1890.- 
1891.- 
1892.- 

1893- 
1894.. 
1895.- 
1896. 
1897.. 
1898. 
1899.- 
1900.- 
1901.- 
1902.- 
1903.- 
1904.- 
1905.- 
1906.- 



-Christopher Carter 
Footitt. 
-Dr. Anders. 
-Philip Handley. 
-John Gilbert. 
-Thomas Spragging 
Godfrey. 

-WiUiam H. Cubley. 
-John Cotham 
Bainbridge. 
-Richard Warwick. 
-Thomas Earp. 
-J. W. Smith. 
-Henry Newbald. 
-J. M'George. 
-George Harvey. 
-E. M. H. RiddeU. 
-Henry Walton. 
-W. E. Tallents. 
-Becher Tidd Pratt. 
-Becher Tidd Pratt. 
-John Crossley. 
-T. G. Mackenzie. 
-J. Richardson. 
-R. Henry. 
-G. Gascoyne. 
-W. 0. QuibeU. 
-Becher Tidd Pratt. 
-Becher Tidd Pratt. 
-Becher Tidd Pratt. 
-James Hole. 
-W. E. Knight. 
-S. K. Marsland. 
-Thomas Earp. 
-Thomas Earp. 
-W. Doubleday. 
-W. Doubleday. 
-R. Chatterton. 
-Becher Tidd Pratt. 
-E. F. Milthorp. 
-James Hole. 
-F. H. Appleby. 
-W. F. After. 
-Becher Tidd Pratt. 
-Jas. Skerrett. 
-J. C. Wright. 
-J. Stennett, jun. 
-James Heming. 
- H. Eyton Branston. 
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-Mr. B. Nicholson. Mayor in 1840. 5.— Mr. G. Tallenls. 1843. 9.— Mr. John Cooper, 1852. 13.— Mr. J. S. Capam 1853. 
2.— Mr. T. Oldham, 1859. 6.— Mr. J. II. Belts, 1860. 10.— Mr. C. C. FooUit, 1861. 14.— Mr. P. Handley, 1863. 
3.— Mr R. Warwick, 1868. 7.— Mr. W. H. Cubley, 1866. 1 1 .—Mr. W. Hall, 1849-50. 15.— Mr. H. Newbald, 1871. 
4.— Mr. J. McGeorge, 1872. 8.— Mr. G. Harvey, 1863. 12.— Mr. H, Walton,' 1875. 16.— Mr. R Bishop 1848. 
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MAYORS OF NEWARK. 

) Mr Edward Cooper, Mayor, 1857. 6.— Mr. J. \V. Smith, 1870. 9.— Mr. J. Richardson, 1881. 

12.— Jlr. R. Henry, 1882. 
2.— Mr. T. <■;. Mackenzie, J. P., 1880. 13.— Mr. W. E. Tallcnts, J. P., 1876. 

3 _Mr W E Knight JP 1889 17.— Mr. Alderman Bccher Tidd Pratt, seven times Mayor, 1877-78-85 86-87-96 and 1901. 

14.— Mr. John Cros,sley, J. P., 1879. 

4 _Mr J C Bainbridge 1867 7 — Mr. G. Gascoyne, J.P., 1883. 10.— Mr. W. Doubleday (from a photo by Mr. Bliss), 1893-4. 

15.— Mr. R. Chatterton, 1895. 
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5.— Mr. Aid. W. O. Quibell, J. P., 1884, 8.— Mr. E). M. Hutton Riddell, J. P., 1884. 11.— Mr. S. J. K. Marsland. 1890. 

16. — Mr. Alderman James Hole, 1888 and 1898. 

18.— Mr. E. P.Milthorp, J. P., 1897. 20.— Mr. Aid. W. P. Atter, 1900. 22.— Mr. J. C. Wright, 1903. 24.— Mr. J. Heming. 1905 

19.— Dr. P. H. Appleby, J. P., 1899. 21.— Mr. J. Skerrett, 1902. 23.— Mr. J. Stennett, junr., 1904. 

25.— Mr. H. B. Branston (Present Mayor), 1906-7. 



There are four Mayoral portraits in the Council Chamber ; those of Mr. Aid. Lawrence, Mr. W. Hall, 
Mr. W. H. Cubley, and Mr. Aid. Earp. 



It will be seen that many of the Mayors of the old Corporation filled the office twice and thrice and 
four times. Since 1832 James Thorpe, George Hutton RiddeU, William Hall, James Hole, and WiUiam 
Doubleday filled the chair twice, Thomas Earp three times, and Becher Tidd Pratt — whose gifts and services 
to the town Newarkers must always remember with gratitude — the unprecedented number of seven times. 

The modem practice of electing Peers as Mayors seems to have been anticipated at Newark in the last 
century, when in 1768 the Duke of Newcastle was chosen Mayor, but " desired leave to resign his office." 
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In the list of Mayors the name of the Earl of Lincoln is given m 1768. He became Mayor on Michaelmas 
Day, the old day of election, but resigned and was replaced by Robert Spragging, elected 12th of December. 
Lord George Sutton was elected Alderman in 1767, and Mayor 1772, but declined the latter office. 

The Corporation possesses a choice and valuable collection of plate and insignia, the latter enriched by 
recent additions. The plate consists of a loving cup, a monteith and ladle, thirteen small silver beakers, 
three tankards, three pewter cups, two pewter tankards, and four small brass candlesticks. The principal 
piece of plate is a tall standing cup and cover of silver gilt (the cup alone 2i in. high), having on the front 
the arms of the donor and the inscription : " Donum Honorab. Henrici Savile Arm : An : Dn '.'ibSy. 
Robert Marris, Majore : " Hall-marks, London, 1686-7. 




THE CORPOR.\TIOX PL.iTE. 



The silver monteith* has engraved in the bottom a representation of the common seal. It has the 
characteristic movable rim, the town crest appearing in two places upon it. On the front of the bowl 
is inscribed: " This Munteth And Thirteen Cupes Given By The Honorable Nicholas Saunderson To the 
Corporation of Newark Anno Don : i^%Cj. Mr. Clarke Mayor.'' Hall-marks: London, 1693-4. The ladle 
bears the London hall-marks for 1750-1. The thirteen silver cups are small beakers about 5 inches high 
and have their original circular leather case, and one common cover, which is surmounted by a talbot, 
the donor's crest, as a handle. Hall-marks : London, 1688-9. The oldest of tlie three tankards is a small 

* " Monteith (named after the inventor) is a vessel for cooling or washing wine-glasses. New things produce new words, and 
thus Monteith, has by one vessel saved his name from death." EncyclopiBclic Dictionary (Cassell) v. 96. The riiu of the Newark 
monteith is " scalloped on the edge so that wine-glasses could be hung from it bowl downwards in the highest water.' ' 
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drum tankard, with a flat lid. On the front are engraved the town arms within a wreath of laurel, and the 
inscription : " The guift of Thomas Jenison, late Alderman of Newarke uppon Trent.'" Hall-marks : Lon- 
don, 1641. The second tankard is of similar size and style, but its capacity is a httle larger. It is 
inscribed: "The guift of Mr. John Johnson, twice Mayor of Newark upon Trent.'" Hall-marks: 
London, 1667-8. 

The third tankard of later type has a domed lid, and bears the inscription : " The Gift of \ Mr. 
Dan Crayle to the \ Corporation of Newarke | being ye place of his nativity \ Anno Domini 1666 & was — 
Interred here in the \ Year 1727," with the donor's arms, sable, three mascles argent. Hall-marks : London. 
1727-8. 

There are also three pewter cups and two pewter tankards, which have lost their lids, and have no 
marks or inscriptions. 

The candlesticks are of an ordinary kind. 

The town formerly possessed other pieces of plate, but in 1760 

" At a meeting of the corporation of Newark on the 25th November. ... it was ordered that the following plate be 
sold : — a tankard, the gift of Mr. Thomas Hobman ; a cup the gift of Mr. Camm ; a beaker, the gift of the same gentleman ; 
four salts, the gift of Mr Birket ; a thick-eared cup, the gift of Mr. Johnson : two large salts and seventeen spoons, also the gift 
of Mr Johnson ; one salt, the gift of Mr. W. Wombwell, and two odd seals. The total weight o± these articles, which formed part 
of the old corporation plate, was 152 ozs. 9 dwt., and they were sold at the rate of 5s. 6d. an oz., realising £41 18s. 6d. The pxa- 
chaser was Henry Bagerley. ' ' 

The Mayor's official robe used to be of dark blue with velvet facings. It was replaced in 1887 by a 
scarlet robe trimmed with miniver given by Aid. Pratt. That of the town clerk is an ordinary black 
gown. The mace-bearers wear black gowns faced with scarlet, and chains and silver badges. 

The insignia consist of two maces, a mayor's wand or staff of office, a mayor's chain and badge, four 
waits' badges, a mayor's badge of gold and enamel and the town seals. The larger mace, known as the 
"new mace," is of the time of Charles II. It is silver-gilt, 3 feet 10 inches long, the shaft chased with 
a running pattern of roses and thistles and the head divided into panels with the royal badges and the 
initials C.R. It is surmounted by a Royal crown, and under the crown are the Royal Arms, etc., of the 
Stuart sovereigns, also with the initials C.R. 

The lesser mace is of silver-gilt, 35 inches long, of the same type and period as the larger, but has 
a plain shaft, divided midway by a simple boss with a wreath of leaves. The head bears the Royal 
badges and the initials C.R., surmounted by a Royal Crown. On the cap are the Royal arms, etc., of the 
Stuart sovereigns. 

The Mayor's wand is of black wood, with a silver head inscribed : ' ' The guift of Mr. Edmund Mason, 
Vicar," A.D. 1617. The Mayor's chain and badge are of 18 carat gold, and were given by Aid. Becher 
Tidd Pratt, in 1887, to commemorate the fifth year of his mayoralty. The chain consists of large flat oval 
links, relieved by small beads a the top and bottom of each hnk, while the badge, in the form of a 
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shield, bears the arms of the Borough, with the proper colours in gold and enamel, with an inscription 
on the back recording the gift and donor. The chain and badge were made by Messrs. Paris & Co., of 
Liverpool. The waits' badges, two of which are now worn by the sergeants-at-mace, are silver chains 
with pendant shields of the town arms. They are engraved on the back with the initials and dates of 
various wearers, the earHest 1713.* The Mayoi 's badge bearing the town arms, which is worn suspended 
round the neck by a blue ribbon, was the gift during his mayoralty of Aid. W. F. Atter, who also gave a 
Mayor's cocked hat to complete the regalia. 

The Town Clerk nominated in the Charter of Charles the First (1625), was Mr. Thomas BuUer. He was 
already in office, having the year before succeeded Mr. Ralph Benet, who had held the position for 
28 years previously. Buller was dismissed in 1634 for treasonable language as already recorded (pp. 52-3) 
and was succeeded by Henry Martyn. After him came John Martyn, Anthony CoUingwood, George 
Warburton, and Robert Heron. For cent ries the town has been served by a succession of able men 
and notably by those associated with the firm of which the present Town Clerk (Mr. Godfrey Tallents), 
is a member, the office passing from partner to partner for more than 150 years. When the late Mr. 
T. F. A. Burnaby, after being Town Clerk for forty years, retired in 1873 and was entertained at a 
complimentary banquet at the Town Hall and presented with an address, he gave in the course of his 
speech some interesting facts and reminiscences. He said : 

It may not be iininteresting to some present if I state what I believe I liave before mentioned at a meeting of the Council^ 
that I succeeded my partner, the late lamented and distinguished ilr. W. E. Tallents, on the 20th May, 1833. Mr. Tallents 
succeeded his partner, the late Mr. Edward Smith Godfrey, on the 15th April, 1806. Mr. Godfrey succeeded his partner, the late 
Mr. Job Brough, on the 3rd May, 1785. Mr. Brough was performing the duties of Town Clerk in the year 1757, but the date 
of his appointment is not clearly defined in the Corporation records. There is an interesting duty which de- 

volves upon the Town Clerk to which I hope Mr. Tallents will give his attention. I refer to the duty of preparing addresses 
to the Sovereign or other distinguished personages on the occasion of any great or important event occurring in the country's 
history. I believe that Mr. Tallents is perfectly qualified to discharge that duty. He must bear in mind that the Corporation 
of Newark has on more than one occasion been complimented by royalty on addresses which have been personally presented. 
I daresay many of you have read in Mr. Dickinson's ' History of Newark,' how Mr. John Twentyman, the then Alderman or 
Mayor of Newark, addressed King James, on his arrival at the Castle, in a long Latin speech, which so delighted his Majesty 
that he conferred on him the office of Purveyor of Wax to the King's Household, made him repeat the speech, and Mr. Twenty- 
man became such a favourite at Court that he always attended his Majesty in his numerous hunting excursions in Sherwood 
Forest. And well do I remember that when our present Gracious Sovereign passed through Newark in 1854, I attended at 
the railway station with my friend Mr. Caparn, the then Mayor, to present the address voted by the Council. After we had been 
presented to the Queen by Sir George Grey, well do I remember the very affable and gracious manner in which Her Majesty 
replied, ' Mr. Mayor, I have received and read with great satisfaction your dutiful address.' (Cheers.) I hope, sir, you will not 
for one moment think that what I have said has been in the way of self-laudation. I only mention this in order that the present 
Town Clerk may endeavour to take care that the Corporation of Newark may continue to address royalty in future in as well- 
measured and acceptable terms as it has hitherto been wont to do. Mr. Mayor, human life is made up of various events and 
circumstances — milestones, as it were, on the road to look forward to, or look back upon — some painful, some happy. I can 
assure you I shall always consider this as a very important period or milestone of my life. . . . What changes have taken 

place since I first knew Newark ! The miserable oil lamps, making darkness even more visible in our streets, are done away 
with, and the town is now well lighted by a prosperous Gas Company. A few sleepy night watchman have been succeeded 
by a. small, it is true, but as well ordered and efficient a body of police as any in the Kingdom. Our corn merchants and farmers, 
formerly exposed to the inclemency of the weather at our weekly markets outside the Town Hall, are now comfortably housed 
in a commodious Corn Exchange. Nor must I omit to mention the Improvement Act and Waterworks, which have done so much 

* The best and fullest description of the Newark Corporation plate and insignia is that given in " The Corporation Plate 
and Insignia of office of cities and corporate towns," by the late Llewellyn Jewitt, P.S.A., edited and completed by Mr. W. H. 
St. John Hope, M.A., to which we are indebted. 
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for the health and comfort of the inhabitants, and the beautiful Castle, once surrounded by candle-houses, slaughter-houses, and 
all sorts of abominations, now replaced by a pretty little pleasure-ground, the healthy resort of many, and baths, too little used 
and appreciated, I fear. Yes, and I look forward to still further progress. Iconsider that Newark possesses very great advantages — 
a noble river, capable of further development for commercial traffic ; an excellent market ; good railway accommodation, likely 
to be still further improved, I am glad to hear, by measures now before Parliament. (Applause.) And then — last, but far from 
least, that splendid structure very near where we are sitting, the most precious relic we possess — our beautiful Parish Church, 
where I trust the inhabitants of this town may have the blessed privilege of hearing our scriptural liturgy and the pure and 
simple gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ read and preached to the end of time. (Loud cheers.) It is not likely that 
at my time of life I shall be able to attend very much to public business. There was a time when my ambition was considerable. 
I have even looked forward to the possibility that the time might arrive when I might aspire to the great honour of re- 
presenting this borough in Parliament. But that dream has long passed away, and it has been left to younger and more able 
men to have that honour. However, I assure you I have still, and always shall have, the liveliest interest in all that concerns 

this town And now I most earnestly trust this Corporation may continue to consist of men of position, education 

and honesty of purpose. Bear in mind what has been the character of the Corporation down to the present time. Are you aware 
of the worthies who in past days belonged to this body ? Do you know that on one occasion no less a personage than the 
Duke of Newcastle — and a very eminent Duke of Newcastle, too — was one of the aldermen of your borough ? He was elected to 
the office of Mayor, and was only excused from discharging his duty because of his inability to reside any length of time in the 
town. Also that an ancestor of my esteemed friend, Mr. Mauners-Suttou — Lord George Sutton — was an alderman of this 
borough, and remained so up to the time of his death. Let me trust that the prestige of this Corporation may long continue." 

Mr. Burnaby, who had been elected Cleik of the Peace for the County in 1858, also held the office of 
Clerk of the Peace for Newark from 1833 until his death in April, 1893, a period of 60 years, when he 
was succeeded by Mr. Godfrey Tallents.- 

Another office which he held for many years was that of Borough Coroner, in which he was succeeded 
by his partner, Mr. Griffin (Tallents, Burnaby and Griffin), to whose lot it fell to hold the inquest on the 
18 people killed in the terrible railway accident in Newark in 1870. Mr. Griffin was succeeded in the 
office of Borough Coroner by Mr. Wallis, and the appointment is now held by Mr. F. B. Foottit. 

The ancient office of Chamberlain is stiU maintained. It was filled for many years by Mr. 
James Knight, and now by Mr. W. Anderson. 



Ulortl)k$ and Celebrities. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



From the thirteenth to the fifteenth centuries there were eminent men, bearing the name of Newark, 
holding responsible public positions. 

The first we meet with is Robert of Neweworche, enrolled among the free citizens of Dublin, a.d. 1225. 

Thomas de Newark was clerk to Henry III., and was sent by him to seize the revenues of the See 
of Durham, on the resignation of Bishop Nicholas.* He was a Justice of the Jews in 1244. f 

John de Newark was returned to Parliament as Knight of the Shire for Lincoln in 1333. J 

Ralph de Newark was collated to a Prebend in the collegiate Church of Lengester (Lancaster) in 
the Diocese of Durham.§ 

Nicholas de Newark was a prominent member of the Abbey of St. Albans (1421-1440).!! 

Adam de Newark was Prior of Binham. 

John de Newark was Rector of Whitwell, in Derbyshire, in 1429 ; patron, Ralph Cromwell. 

Biographies of still more important bearers of the name are appended : — 

HENRY DE NEWARK. 

Henry de Newark, Archbishop of York, was a distinguished ecclesiastic and statesman. " He was," 
says the learned author of " Fasti Eboracensis," " in aU probability a native of Newark." Of his parentage 
there is nothing known, but he seems to have been a kinsman of William de Newark, who was a Canon of 
Lincoln and Southwell, and Archdeacon of Huntingdon, and who founded a chantry in Newark Church, 
dying at the latter end of 1286.** 

Henry de Newark held numerous ecclesiastical preferments. He had the living of Barnbyfor a 
few months in 1270, and also that of Bassingham. He then became Archdeacon of Richmond, and 
Archbishop Romanus gave him the stall of Great Muskham at Southwell in 1287. 



* Matthew Paris, Chronicum Majora, 554. 
§ Registrum Palentinum Dunelmense III., 433. 



f Catalogue of Ancient Deeds, A 734. J Pari. Writs. 

Gesta Abatum Mouasterii S. Albans II., 394. ** Le Neve II. 
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Another William de Newark, a young chaplain, who would also, no doubt, be a kinsman of the 
Archbishop, was collated to the Prebendal stall of North Muskham at Southwell, which Henry de Newark 
himself vacated June i8th, 1298, and seems to have held it until 1340. 

Henry de Newark became one of the clerks and chaplains to Edward I., and was employed by that 
monarch on several important missions, both at home and abroad. He was sent by the King to the 
Pope on December 12th, 1276, to announce the part which he intended to take in the proposed crusade, 
and in the following year was acting as the King's Proctor at the Papal Court. The King wrote in 1277, 
" To his beloved and faithful Procurator, Master Henry de Newark, greeting," giving him instructions 
to deliver certain letters to the Lord Pope in connection with crusade matters.* There is also still 
preserved at the Record Office a letter from Henry de Newark to the King, whom he describes as " Most 
Excellent Prince and Lord in Christ," relative to eight precious stones of great value. This letter is 
dated Viterbo, not far from Rome. Another letter still existing from Henry de Newark, when Archdeacon 
of Richmond, is to John de Kyrkby, asking his " beloved Lord and friend " to do his best to have arrested 
certain depredators who had robbed the Rector of " Sjmderby." He was elected Dean of York in 1290, 
and was present on April 6th, 1291, when Romanus laid the foundation stone of the new nave of York 
Minster. In 1290, whilst Dean, he was sent to the Orkney Islands as an envoy to the King of Norway. 
When Romanus died, the Chapter elected Newark to succeed him as Archbishop, and the King assented 
to the appointment, and wrote to the Pope in his behalf. He was consecrated, June 5th, 1298, but his 
life, after his accession to this high office, was so short that he had no opportunity of distinguishing 
himself in his new sphere of duty. He died on the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, 1299, 
and was interred at York. He endowed a Chantry in Newark Church in the Chapel which he had restored 
in the cemetery of St. Mary Magdalene. f In the Order Book, 30 and 31, Edward I., p. 320, is the follow- 
ing entry : — " Two acres of land of an advowson given to Master Henry de Newark, came into the hands 
of Edmund de Cornwall as Chief Lord, a.d. 1303, as an escheat, because Master Henry died without an 
heir and without blood relations." 

ALAN NEWARK. 
In 1389 "Master Alan Newerk, bachellor of laws," was appointed a royal commissioner "to demand 
and to give compensation " for infringements of the truce concluded at Lenlyngham (8 Ric. II.), with the 
King of Scotland. t The same year he was appointed one of the royal commissioners to receive 24,000 
marcs from the King of Scotland for the ransom of David de Bruce. The money was demanded, but was 
not paid. In 1390 the Pope authorised Alan de Newark, ambassador of King Richard, to name ten 
persons to receive the office of notary from the Abbot of St. Mary without the walls of York.§ He was 
collated Master of Sherburne Hospital, Durham, on January 3rd, 1403 (resigned 1409), and made Arch- 
deacon of Durham in February, 1408. He was an executor of the will of Bishop Skerlaw, and in that 
capacity superintended the iinishing of the cloister of Durham Cathedral. From 1380 to 1405 Newark 
was included in nearly every commission on the affairs of the borders. He died in 1412, and was buried 
in the cross aisle of York Cathedral. An inscription upon his grave is given in Drake's " Eboracum." Hii 
arms were argent three saltires engrailed sable. His will is preserved, and is dated at York, 1411. He 
leaves to Master Wilham de Newark, his relative, one cup of silver, "which he is in the habit of using 
daily." 

JOHN ARDERNE. 
John Arderne, surgeon, was born in 1307. He lived at Newark from 1349 to 1370, and " was the 
first Enghshman who displayed much skill in surgery." || Having acquired a large local practice and 

* Ancient Correspondence 13, 154. f Vide Vol. I., p. 212. + Rot. Scotia^ I. loi. § Papal Registers iv. 321. 

II Diet. Nat. Biog. II. yy. 
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a high reputation, he proceeded to London, whence, in 1377, he dates hjs book, " De cura oculi." Arderne, 
who was a layman, not a Doctor of Medicine, describes himself as " chirurgus inter medicos " (a surgeon 
among physicians). He devoted his attention mainly to the treatment and cure of the various fistulas 
which occur in the different parts of the body, though he did not confine himself entirely to this particular 
branch of his profession, for his chief works treat of a variety of surgical subjects. His first work on 
fistula, written in 1349, was translated in the early part of the fifteenth century, and again reproduced 
in a book entitled " The Most Excellent and Compendious Method of Curing Woimds in the Head and 
other Parts of the Body, with other precepts of the same arte practised and written by that famous man, 
Franciscus Arceus, doctor in physicke and chirurgery, and translated into English by John Reed, 
chirurgeon ; with a treatise of the fistula translated out of Johannes Ardern " (London, 1588). Arderne's 
treatise is given in full, and begins thus : — " John Arderne, from the first pestilence that was in the year 



of our Lord God, 1349, 
dwelled in Newwarke, in 
Nottinghamshire, unto the 
yeare of our Lord, 1370, 
and there healed many of 
the fistula of the which the 
first was Sir Adam 
Everingham, of Laxton- 
in-the-Clay, beside 
Tuckfurd, which Sir Adam 
was at Gascoigne at that 
time with Sir Henry, 
named Earl of Darby, who 
after was made Duke of 
Lancaster, a noble and 
worthy Lord. This Sir 
Adam having a fistula in 
ano asked counsell of all 
the phisitions and chirur- 
geons that he could find 
in Gascoigne, at Berdeux, 
at Brigerathe, Toulouse, 




Norbon, and Poyters, and 
many other places, and all 
forsoke him as incurable. 
Sir Adam seeing this, 
speed ely retourned home. 
He put off all his knightly 
apparell and clad himself 
in mourning clothes with 
purpose to abide the loos- 
ing of his body. At the 
last I, John Arderne, came 
unto him, made covenant 
with him, and so cured 
him by the helpe of God. 
He was healed perfectly 
within halfe a yeere and 
afterwards continued his 
life the space of xxx years 
and more. By the which I 
obtained much living and 
great .credit through all 
England to the great admi- 



JOHN ARDERNE.* 

ration of the Duke of Lancaster and many other gentlemen." In a list of patients he had cured are 
the names of "Adam Humfry, of Shelford ; Sir John, prieste of the same towne ; and Sir Thos. 
Hamilden, parson of Langar." In 1370 he came to London where he continued his practice, the Ust of 
those benefiting by his skill being, he says, " too long to set down." Famous men of old (he writes) had 
not the way of curing in these cases, " for God, who hath given to all wisdom, hath hidden many thmgs from 
wise men which he vouchsafeth afterwards to show unto the simple." Because the old masters " could 
not take away the callositie at the first, they forsooke it, accounting it incurable," but Arderne pomts 
out how the disease could be effectually dealt with, and gives full particulars of the instruments he had 
employed, and how to use them. An excellent account of Arderne appears in a recent edition of 
South's " Memorials of Surgery " (London : Cassell & Co. 1886). In his numerous MSS. in the British 
Museum are many shrewd maxims and much sound advice to the members of his profession under the 

* From his Praxis Medica in the Sloane Collection. 
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heading " of ye manere of ye Leche." His surgical treatises are based on his own experiences, and it 
has been well and truthfully said of him that his works were singular in an age when most medical 
writers were nothing more than copyists. Newark thus has the honour of long association with "the 
first English surgeon," and of being the place where he practised for twenty years while gaining 
a reputation which " must have been great in his own age, and for two centuries afterwards." 

WILLIAM DE NEWARK. 
William de Newark was an eminent musician in the early part of the sixteenth century. There 
has been happily preserved a valuable collection of part songs for two, three, or four voices, which once 
belonged to Dr. Robert Fayrfax, Mus.Doc, and is probably the oldest collection of English secular part 
songs in existence. Among the composers whose works it contains is William of Newark.* Dr. Fayrfax 
took his degree in 1511, and has left numerous works, most of which are preserved in the Fayrfax 
MSS. in the Music School at Oxford, together with compositions by Sir John Phelyppes, William of 
Newark, and other Masters of the same period.f The Patent Rolls show that in the first year of his 
reign Henry VIII. appointed William of Newark to be Master of the boys of the Chapel in the Hospice of 
the King, at pleasure, and in the same reign the office was granted to John Newark. J Previous to this 
William had been granted an annuity of £20 for life by Richard III. (i483).§ 

In Burney's " General History of Music " (4 vols., 4to, 1789), vol. ii., p. 541, is given a song by 
" Wilham of Newark." The whole song is set to music in Burney's book, and the first stanza runs as 

follows : — 

Yowre counturfetyng with doubyll delyng 
Avaylyth nothyng, an wote ye why ? 
For. ye with your fayning hath such a denying 
iTo make a beleving, nay hardely. 
Hit were to grate pyte (pity) that women truly, 
Hade so grete foly that cowde not tell 
When that they do lye ; 

They speke ye so swetely and thinke the contrary, 
That knowe we well. 

MAGNUS, BROWN AND PHILLIPOT. 

For Magnus see " Grammar School " article. For Brown and Phillipot the article on the Charities 
of Newark. 

HENRY CONSTABLE. 

Henry Constable, the sonnetteer (1562-1613), was the son of Sir Robert Constable, of Newark, by 
Christiana, daughter of John Dabridgecourt, and widow of Anthony Forster, first Alderman of this 
Borough.ll He was educated at St. John's College, Cambridge, and took his degree in 1579. In later 
days his religious opinions brought him into difficulty, and, in 1595, he went abroad. Towards the end 
of Elizabeth's reign he ventured back again and was imprisoned in the Tower, not to be released until 
after the accession of King James. He was esteemed by the foremost poets of his time. Ben Jonson, 
referring to the series of sonnets published in 1592, under the title of " Diana," writes cordially of 
" Constable's ambrosaic muse."** 

Drayton, in 1603, speaks of the public doubt whether Sidney, Constable, or Daniel had the pre- 
eminence; and in the " Returne from Pernassus " he is greatly commended, both he and Daniel being placed 

* " The History of Music," by Emil Naumann. London : Cassell. I. 668. f " Social England " vol ii n ^70 

* Rot. Pat. 9, Henry VHT., foho 160. § Rot. Pat. Ric. III. H Ante, p. 17. ' " ^' ' 

** Library of English Literature, Professor Morley, S.P. 236 — where specimens of his sonnets are included. 
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above Lodge and Watson. In all these, and in others, it is as a writer of sonnets that he is praised, and, 
with the exception of four pieces in " England's Helicon," it is his sonnets only that have come down 
to us. Four were prefixed to Sidney's " Apology for Poetry," 1595. The hues in the " Returne from 
Pernassus are — 

Sweet Constable doth take the wondering ear, 

And lays it up in willing prisonment, 

which the^ " Dictionary of National Biography " considers " the surest sign of his popularity." In 
" England's Helicon," 1600 (a collection of poems by many writers), the most striking of Constable's 
IS " The Shepheard's Song of Venus and Adonis," for the most part very delicate and pretty. Mr. Malone 
thinks It " preceded Shakespeare's poem on the same subject." Dowden, in his " Shakspere Primer," 
says, " Shakspere's treatment of the subject of the ' Venus and Adonis ' has less in common with 
Ovid than with a short poem by H. Constable, which appeared in 1600 (in " England's Helicon "). It 
IS uncertain which of the two poems, Constable's or Shakspere's, was the earlier written." As to his 
imprisonment in the Tower, 1604, J. Payne Collier writes in Notes and Queries, January 2nd, 1864, 
that " the charge by the Lieutenant for keeping and maintaining him was three pounds per week " ; 
and he infers that his imprisonment lasted only ten weeks. The " charge," considering the greater value 
of money at the time, seems high. He died in 1613. 

SIR P. FAIRBORNE. 
Sir Palmes Fairborne, soldier. Governor of Tangiers, was a son of Colonel Stafford Fairborne, of 
Newark. Born, 1644. Mortally wounded while Governor in the attack on Tangiers by the Moors, and 
died there in October, 1680. There is a monument by Bushnell in Westminster Abbey nave (south aisle), 
erected by his widow, who herself was buried in the Abbey in 1694. His epitaph by Dryden, includes 
these lines — 

The Candian siege his valour knew, 

When Turkish blood did his young hands imbrue. 
V * * * 

His youth and age, his life and death, combine, 

As in some great and regular design, 

All of a piece throughout, and all divine. 

Still nearer Heaven, his virtue shone more bright, 

Like rising flames expanding in their height; 

The martyr's glory cro-wned the soldier's fight.* 

His eldest son. Sir Stafford, had a distinguished career as Admiral of the Fleet, and died in 1742. 
The name " Palmes " is somewhat remarkable. A Sir Guy Palms, or Palmes, was one of those who 
marclied out of Newark to their own homes when it was surrendered in 1646. 

PROFESSOR VIGANI. 

John Francis de Vigani (1650-1712), the first Professor of Chemistry, in the University of Cambridge, 
arrived in England in 1682 and settled at Newark-on-Trent. In 1683 he began to give private tuition 
at Cambridge in chemistry and pharmacy, and his long-continued labours were rewarded by his appoint- 
ment as First Professor of Chemistry in 1703. During all these years he spent part of his time at Newark, 
and was buried here in February, 1712. He married, in 1682, shortly after his arrival in England, and his 
wife was no doubt a native of Newark, for his daughter Francis was baptised here in January, 1683, and 
another daughter, Jane, in March, 1684. His wife, whose name was Elizabeth, died at Newark at the 
close of 171 1. 1 

♦"Dictionary of National Biography." XVIII. 126. Westminster Abbey Books, f D.N.B. LVIII. 305. 
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Dr Stukeley, in his diary under date 1720, says that he visited Newark in the summer, and had the 
opportunity of se'eing his old friend Seignor Vigani, who lived there. Vigani conducted the chemical 
laboratory at Trinity College, Cambridge and was chosen Professor of Chemistry by the University. 
Stukeley was one of his pupils, and says, " I was a particular favourite of his, and often visited him and 
received his visits." He was the first Professor of Chemical Science the University appointed. 

BISHOP WARBURTON. 

William Warburton, Bishop of Gloucester, was born at Newark, December 24th, 1698, and baptised 
January 5th, 1698-9. The first of the family to settle in this locality was William Warburton, of Arley, in 
Cheshire. This gentleman, after fighting energetically as a Royalist, took up his abode at Shelton, where 
he practised as a lawyer, and became Coroner for the county. His coat-of-arms, with the name William 
Warburton beneath, may be seen affixed to one of the pillars in Shelton Church. His second son, George, 
practised as a lawyer at Newark, and became Town Clerk. He married Elizabeth, daughter of William 

enter the Church, he was ordained 
deacon, December 22nd, 1723, and 
took full orders March ist, 1727. 
He was made Vicar of Greasley, 
but resigned that benefice to be- 
come Rector of Brant Broughton. 
He was a man of great ability, 
studious, and observant, devoting 
a large portion of his time to 
literary and theological studies. 
His writings soon arrested 
attention, and brought him to the 
forefront. In 1727 he had pub- 
lished his inquiry into the causes 
of prodigies, and miracles, and 
nine years afterwards he issued an 
elaborate treatise on the alliance 
between Church and State. The 
year following he commenced the publication of his greatest work, "The Divine Legation of Moses." 
He became a friend and associate of Pope, and when the famous poet died, in May, 1744, he left 
Warburton half his library and the whole of his unsold copyrights. In 1745 he married Miss Gertrude 
Tucker, niece of Mr. Allen, of Prior Park, Bath, and shortly afterwards was appointed to the 
preachership of Lincoln's Inn. Numerous publications issued from his facile pen, and promotions 
followed with great rapidity. In 1754, he was appointed Chaplain to the King, in 1757 he became 
Dean of Bristol, and, in 1760, Bishop of Gloucester. He died in January, 1779, and was buried in 
Gloucester Cathedral, where there is a marble monument to his memory. He never, in the midst of aU 
his distinctions and literary labours, forgot his early associations with his native town, and, writing in his 
old age to the Bishop of Worcester on the beauties of autumn, and the pleasure of seeing the light mists 
that drive from the fields on an autumn morning, he says : " I now enjoy little of this pleasure compared 
with what I formerly had, when I used, with a book in my hands, to traverse the delightful lanes and 
hedgerows round about the town of Newark, the unthinking place of my nativity." The tablet to his 
memory in Gloucester Cathedral has the following inscription : — 



Hobman, Alderman of Newark, 
and was buried in the Parish 
Church, November 19th, 1706. 
Bishop William Warburton was 
his eldest son, and was educated at 
the Magnus Grammar School, 
under Mr. John Twells. From 
thence he went to Oakham 
School, where he continued until 
1714, when his cousin, the Rev. 
Wm. Warburton, being elected to 
the Mastership of Newark School, 
he was taken home and placed for 
a short time under his tuition. 
Selecting the same profession as 
his father and grandfather, he was 
articled to Mr. John Kirke, attorney 
of East Markham, but preferring to 
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To The Memory 

OF WILLIAM WARBURTON. D.D. 

A Prelate 

OF the most sublime genius and exquisite learning 

Both which talents 

He employed thro a long life 

In the support 

Of what he firmly believed 

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 

AND 

Of what he esteemed the best establishment of it 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

He was born at Newark on Trent Dec. 24. 1698 

Was consecrated Bishop of Gloucester Jan. 20. 1760 

Died at his palace in this City June 7. 1779 

And was buried near this place. 

REV. W. GREEN. 

Rev. William Green, Hebrew scholar, was born at Newark about 1714, and became Fellow of Clare 
Hall (now College), Cambridge. He held the college living of Hardingham, Norfolk, where he died in 1794 
aged 80. He published several Hebrew works, including " A New Translation of the Psalms," 1762. 
Warburton, who advised him in his theological learning, was one of his correspondents. He died in 1794.* 

MR. BENJAMIN BARKER. 
Benjamin Barker, a native of Newark, was educated for the Bar, but turned artist. He became 
known as a horse-painter, but his works did not go beyond portraits of horses. He died at Bristol, 
June I2th, I793.t 

SIR RICHARD HERON. 

Sir Richard Heron, baronet, youngest son of Robert Heron, Esq., of Newark. Born 1726. He was 
educated for the legal profession, and filled several legal appointments. Principal Secretary to the 
I.ord Lieutenant of Ireland, 1776-1780 ; much esteemed by the Irish for his affability, integrity, and 
devotion to his duties ; Privy Councillor, Ireland ; created a baronet, 1778 ; compiled and published a 
genealogical table of the Herons, of Newark ; died, without issue, June 8th, 1805. 

The Herons are an old Newark family (originally from Northumberland). Three of them were 
Recorders of the Borough in succession, 1748-54, and John Heron was the writer of the churchwardens' 
address to the parishioners, March 9th, 1748. 

Sir Robert Heron, baronet. Whig politican and naturalist, nephew and successor in the baronetc}' 
of the preceding, was bom at Newark, 1765 ; Member of Parhament for Grimsby and Peterborough, 1812- 
47, and a constant speaker. His " Notes " (1812-51), printed privately, 1850, and then published by 
S, Ridge, Grantham, 1851 ; chairman of the first Newark Board of Guardians under the new Poor Law, 
and rarely absent ; built the nave and tower of Stubton Church about 1800 ; and rebuilt, about 1815, 
Stubton Hall, of which Jeffrey Wyatt (afterwards Sir Jeffery Wyatville) was the architect ; the conserva- 
tory, then an adjunct " of rather late invention," was 60 by 20 feet ; formed a menagerie, in which a 
nylghau attacked him furiously, but he escaped apparently with little or no harm, although then (1851) 

* " Dictionary of National Biography," xxiii. 58. f S. Redgrave's " Dictionary of Artists," 1878, p. 22. 
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in his 86th year ; died at the Hall, May 29th, 1854 ; monument to him and his wife in Stubton Church- 
yard, erected by the successor to his property, George Neville, Esq. He had no children, and at his death 
the baronetcy became extinct.* 

The following extract from his " Notes " is especially interesting, as treating of an eminent towns- 
man. Writing a week after the death (in 1837 or 8) of his " valuable friend and most excellent agent, 
W. E. Tallents," Sir Robert says : " Great abilities and indefatigable industry raised him to the first rank 
and reputation as a country solicitor. He was the agent of almost all the nobility and principal gentry in 
a far extended circle round Newark, and, though of adverse political opinions, was employed by the reform- 
ing Administration in several important and confidential Commissions. His integrity, liberal sentiments, 
and unassuming manners were such that even during life his superiority was pardoned, and his prosperity 
created little envy. He was constant in his affectionate acknowledgments to me for my early friendship, 

office of Professor of Drawing in 
the antique school at the Royal 
Academy. His favourite subj ects 
were historical and poetical. 
The large painting of the 
" Raising of Lazarus," now hung 
on the north side of the Parish 
Church, was presented by Mr. 
Hilton as an altar piece, and 
the following inscription on a 
brass plate was placed on the 
centre of the bottom part of the 
frame in 1838 : " To the Church 
of St. Mary Magdalene, Newark. 
This picture is presented by 
WiUiam Hilton, Esq., R.A., in 
affectionate remembrance f 
the native town of his father. 
A.D. 1821." Mr. Hilton died in 
1839 in the 53rd year of his age. 



and for services of which he 
had conferred more than he 
received." 

WILLIAM HILTON. 

William Hilton, painter, 
was born at Newark. He painted 
the scenery for a company of 
actors who played at the chief 
towns in the Eastern Counties, 
and afterwards practised as a 
portrait painter in Lincoln and 
London, and apparently at 
Nottingham ; exhibited portraits 
at the Society of Artists and 
Royal Academy, 1777 and 1783. 
Died, 1822. t 

Wilham Hilton, R.A., was the 
son of this gentleman. He was a 
very eminent artist, and held the 




MR. WILLIAM DICKIXSON. 



MR. 



WILLIAM DICKINSON. 
" On October 9th, 1822, at his house, Cumberland Place, New Road, London, William Dickinson, Esq., 
formerly of Muskham Grange, Newark, one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace. This gentleman 
was the author of two professional works, ' A Guide to the Quarter Sessions ' and ' A Practical Exposi- 
tion of the Duties of a Justice of the Peace,' of which latter work he completed an improved edition just 
before his decease." 

So runs the notice in the " Annual Register " of the death of Newark's first historian, his legal 
works noticed, and his local works, on which his reputation rests, passed without comment. Mr. Dickinson, 
whose original name was William Dickinson Rastall, was the son of Dr. William Rastall, Vicar-general 
of the Church of Southwell, and was born in 1756. He was educated at Jesus College, Cambridge, and 
became B.A. 1777, and M.A. 1780. In 1795 he assumed the name of Dickinson in compliance with the 

* " Dictionary of National Biography " ; also Mr. Sketchley's " Notes " in " Newark Advertiser.'" 
t S. Redgrave's "Dictionary of Artists," etc. 



HISTORY OF NEWARK. 281 

wish of Henrietta Dickinson, of Eastward Hoo. On leaving the University he devoted himself to legal 
and antiquarian studies, and produced first a "History of Southwell," and then a "History of Newark," 
two solid quarto volumes, the first of 350 pages, and the latter of 400 pages. Those who know the labour 
of such productions on a large scale will appreciate the energy and expense involved in their compilation. 
Though rather prone to theorise, the author presents, in the two histories, a mass of useful information , 
and, considering the period in which he wrote, and the difficulties he must have had to contend with 
compared with the facilities now afforded for historical research, the books are a lasting monument to Mr. 
Dickinson's industry. Their most unfortunate feature is the absence of indexes, and, so far as Newark 
is concerned, the small use made of the Corporation records. Mr. Dickinson was much interested in 
genealogy, and introduced pedigrees of several old local families, who still flourished in Newark in his 
day. " He married Harriett, daughter of John Kenrick, of Bletchingley, Surrey, and had a numerous 
family." 

MR. T. W. ROBERTSON. 
Thomas William Robertson, the dramatist, was born at Newark, in 1829, the son of William 
Robertson, of an old theatrical stock, an actor and manager of Newark and other theatres. He was 
brought up from his infancy to the stage, his mother being also an actress of the company which performed 
in the theatre, formerly in Middlegate, between the " Duke of Cumberland " and the back of the Town 
Hall (once the Shambles, and now the Covered Market). So far back as 1851 Robertson wrote a play, 
and he took altogether to journalism and dramatic writing in i860, and his success as a playwright 
is known to all. 

His first drama, " A Night's Adventure," was produced in 1851. " Davy Garrick " was played in 
1864, and it was followed in May, 1865, by " Society," the first of a brilhant series of plays that did so 
much to displace hackneyed melodrama and French farce and establish a worthy native English drama. 
That series was the chief work of Robertson's later life, and it is to be regretted that he only lived six 
years after obtaining the full successes to enjoy the honours of hard-earned popularity. He died at 
London, on Friday, February 3rd, 1871, aged 58, and was buried in Kensal Green Cemetery. He wrote 
or adapted in all fifteen comedies, nineteen dramas, eleven farces, and three novels, besides several 
humorous sketches. Perhaps the best remembered of his dramatic writings are " Davy Garrick,'' 
1864 ; " Society," 1865 ; " Ours," 1866 ; " Caste," 1867 ; " School," 1869 ; " Dreams," 1869 ; " War," 
1871 ; " M.P." and " Play." His principal dramatic works, with memoir by his son, were issued in two 
volumes by Messrs. Sampson and Low. Robertson's clever and popular sister Madge (Mrs. Kendal) 
was the first to perform on the stage at Nottingham Theatre Royal, at its opening in September, 1865. 

DR. BIGSBY. 
John Jeremiah Bigsby, M.D., born at Nottingham, 1792. Practised as a physician in Newark from 
about 1827 to 1846, when he removed to London. Distinguished as a geologist, and wrote " Flora and 
Fauna of the Silurian Period " and " Flora and Fauna of the Devonian and Carboniferous Periods." 
Also published " The Shoe and Canoe," a narrative of his travels in Canada. Founded the " Bigsby " 
medal of the Geological Society, of which, as also of the Royal Society, he was a Fellow. Died in London, 
1881. Dr. Bigsby, a highly-esteemed inhabitant, lived in Barnbygate, in the house afterwards occupied 
by Mr. George Harvey, and now by Dr. Appleby. His second wife was Miss Beevor, of Newark. 

MR. L. J. POTT. 
Laslett John Pott, a talented history and subject painter, was born at Newark in 1837. From 
childhood showed a love of art ; articled to an architect in the country ; came to London and joined 
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Gary's Art School ; afterwards a pupil of Alexander Johnstone ; began to exhibit at the Royal Academy 
about 1861. The pictures engraved in the Ari Journal are " Charles L leaving Westminster Hall 
after his Trial," " His Highness in Disgrace," and " On the March from Moscow." * 

DR. WATERWORTH. 

James Waterworth, D.D., Roman Catholic priest and learned theologian, whose principal work 
was " The Faith of Catholics," lived for over forty years in the Old Hall, Millgate, dose to his Church. 
He died in 1876. 

THE MESSRS. HODGKINSON. 

Mr. Grosvenor Hodgkinson, solicitor, Northgate, three times Member of Parliament for Newark 
—in 1859, 1865, and 1868, and a Director of the Midland Railway Company (see M.P.'s). " Mr. Disraeli, 
amid cheers, formally assented to Mr. Hodgkinson's proposal for killing the compound householder, and 
promised that, if technicalities did not prevent, the enactment should be inserted into the Reform Bill 
itself." Punch's " Essence of Parliament," June ist, 1867. See also " The Compound Householder ; 
a Song of St. Stephen's." — Punch, June 8th, same year. 

Rev. Geo. Christopher Hodgkinson, meteorologist and writer on education ; born 1816. Of Trinity 
College, Cambridge ; 14th Wrangler, and 2nd Class Classical Tripos, 1837 ; Principal of the Royal 
Agricultural College, Cirencester, and Diocesan Training College, York, and Head Master of Louth 
Grammar School ; an Alpine climber, and contributor to " Peaks, Passes, and Glaciers," on " Hypso- 
metry and the Aneroid." He made a series of observations on the summit of Mont Blanc, towards which 
he received from the Royal Society several grants ; Rector of Screveton, Notts, 1879. Died at Car 
Colston, 1880. t 

These gentlemen were sons of Mr. George Hodgkinson, solicitor, Northgate, who was Mayor in 1826. 

The present representative of the family in Newark is Mr. Robert Hodgkinson, of Northgate House, 
son of Mr. Grosvenor Hodgkinson, M.P. Mr. Hodgkinson, who is Registrar of the County Court, and clerk 
to St. Leonard's Trustees, takes a keen interest in the town and its history, and is several times mentioned 
in these pages. 

COMMANDER PARKER. 

In the Cemetery a stone on the grave of Commander Charles Parker, R.N. (in Newark usually 
called " Captain " Parker), is inscribed with a brief record of a courageous deed which deserves a fuller 
notice. In 1816, at the bombardment of Algiers, perhaps the most severe in modern times, Charles Parker, 
then a young man of about twenty-two, volunteered to take charge of a vessel containing 146 barrels of 
gunpowder, and steered it under one of the Algerine batteries, which by its iire was especially galling the 
Impregnable flagship. The vessel was exploded so effectually as to silence the battery. For his bravery 
Mr. Parker was made Lieutenant. He died August 28th, 1876, aged 82. 

CAPT. SINCLAIR. 
Near Commander Parker lies his friend, Donald Sinclair, Quartermaster and (retired) Captain of the 
93rd Highlanders, a Crimean veteran, who took part in the battle of the Alma, the famous defence of 
Balaclava, the siege of Sebastopol, etc. Afterwards he was Quartermaster of the Royal Sherwood 
Foresters. These two brave officers and Christian gentlemen passed many years of their retirement 
in Newark, but still in " active service," doing good in many useful works and ways, public and private. 

* Art Journal, September, 1877. f " Dictionary of National Biography." 
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On June 6th, i860, Capt. Sinclair had been appointed Quartermaster of the Royal Sherwood Foresters, 
and his connection with Newark then commenced and continued for the thirty-two years which elapsed 
before his death. Capt. Sinclair, who retired from military service in 1878, was an active worker in Christ 
Church parish, especially in the Sunday Schools ; was a member of the Newark School Board from its 
formation in February, 1871, till 1880, and was returned in the Town Council for the South Ward in 
1871 and 1874. He died on Easter Day, 1892. 

MR. BRODHURST. 
Mr. Maynard Brodhurst, the fourth son of Mr. and Mrs. Brodhurst, who resided for many years 
at the Friary, died in 1890. Mr. Maynard Brodhurst went out to India in the Civil Service and spent 
his life there, rising to a high judicial position in the High Court of Justice at Allahabad, where, in the 
zealous discharge of his duties in the hot season of 1890, he overtaxed his strength, and fell seriously ill. 
He was brought to England, and died at Bournemouth on October 30th. 

MR. JAMES GRESHAM, J. P. 
Mr. James Gresham.J.P., M.Inst. C.E., who has risen to a position of affluence and distinction by his 
inventive genius, which has proved of such service not only to himself, but to the world at large, was born 
at Newark in 1837, in a house in the Market Place. He was educated at Newark School under Dr. 
Cooke, and early in boyhood entered upon the study of practical mechanics, a taste for which he had 
inherited from his maternal grandfather, Mr. Brayley, who was connected with the invention of the 
bobbin net machine, that did so much to revolutionise the English lace industry. A memorial of his 
skill was preserved until recently at Nottingham in the shape of one of his bobbin net machines. 
Mr. Gresham's remarkable inventive talents were first applied to the purposes of practical utility as the 
result of an accident. At the age of fifteen, he had the misfortune to break his leg, and whilst riding 
in the coach to Lincoln to consult a bone-setter, the vehicle overturned, throwing him out and breaking 
his collar-bone. He was taken home again, and when well enough to visit Lincoln was informed by the 
specialist that the only chance of relief from the pain which his injured leg caused him, lay in the amputa- 
tion of the limb. He endured this operation at the house then occupied by his parents at 13, Castle 
Gate, where his brother, Mr. Robert Brayley Gresham, now resides. In those days the appliances 
made in substitution for lost limbs were of a very primitive character, and young Gresham, in his afflic- 
tion, sought to improve them, with the result that he made for himself an artificial limb, so perfect, that, 
except for a certain limping stiffness, it was undistinguishable from a sound leg. This invention came 
to the knowledge of an eminent firm of dealers in surgical appliances, and for what was to him at the time 
a very substantial sum, he disposed of the sole right to the contrivance, subsequently adding further 
improvements, so as to adapt the limb for riding on horseback. 

He was now about seventeen years old, and had a hand in the partial reconstruction and widening 
of the bridge near the Castle at Newark. But along with his inventive tastes, there was a love of art, 
which, as it developed, dominated his feelings and inclinations. Under this influence he gave up all 
thoughts of lathes and benches, and mechanical work, and became a student at the South Kensington 
School of Art, where he took Maclise as his model, and copied him assiduously. He also formed an 
acquaintance with Mr. W. P. Frith, R.A., then at the zenith of his fame, and profited largely by his advice 
and encouragement. A friendship was the result, which continues to this day, and in Mr. Gresham's 
magnificent collection of pictures are numerous examples of the work of his venerable friend. By special 
request Frith painted a replica of his " Derby Day," which Mr. Gresham generously gave to the Corpora- 
tion of Manchester, and it occupies an honoured position in the city's permanent art gallery. In 1856 
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young Gresham was the successful applicant for the position of sketching clerk at the Manchester Art 

Treasures Exhibition, and here found work to do which was most congenial to him, and to the printed 

record of 1857 of the famous display at Old Trafford he contributed some of the drawings. When the 

exhibition closed he became a draughtsman at the Atlas Works of Messrs. Sharpe, Stewart and Co., 

Locomotive Engineers, and Machine Makers, of Manchester, where he remained for seven years, 

during which time his inventive faculties were largely developed. In 1864 he designed important 

improvements in machinery for winding " yarn or thread on to bobbins or spools," whereby the bobbin 

was delivered from the machine with the nicks cut, ends fastened, and the surface of the thread glazed. 

This ingenious improvement was followed in 1867 by the design and manufacture of a hand sewing 

machine, with reversible feed motion, and by improvements in machinery used in the manufacture of 

pile carpets and other similar fabrics. On leaving Messrs. Sharpe, Stewart and Co., he went for a short 

time to an engineering works in London, and on his return to Manchester, started on his own account 

to make and sell the Gresham Sewing Machine, filling up his leisure time both in copying famous pictures 

of the best artists, and in original 

works of his own design and 

composition. He was never idle, 

but always busy either with 

art or inventions. His friend Mr. 

Rowbotham writes : — " At this 

time he showed me an ingenious 

model of a method whereby he 

proposed to adapt to omnibuses 

and carriages a mechanical 

arrangement, by which horses 

were to be relieved or assisted 

automatically in stopping and 

starting the vehicles by the use 

of springs and the exhaustion 

of air from a cylinder. At this 

he worked with great assiduity, 

and he was encouraged by the 

Frenchman, Giffard, patented in 1858." A biographer says* :- 

when it came under Mr. Gresham's notice, it was practically nothing more than a scientific toy, but to-day, 

as a result of J\Ir. Gresham's ingenious labours, there is no modern addition to the mechanism of the steam 

boiler, running or stationary, of so much importance and service as the injector." 

Another important and valuable patent was for " improvements in apparatus for applying substances 
to prevent the slipping of driving wheels of locomotives, enabling the driver, by touching a handle, 
to sand the rails when he likes, and as long as he likes." Mr. Gresham has many other patents connected 
with railway working. His brake was largely adopted by the Railway Companies, especially in India 
and the Colonies, and, naturally, resulted in a great expansion of the operations of the engineering firm 
of Gresham, Craven and Co., necessitating also the erection of branch constructing works in Calcutta. 
In addition to his responsible duties as chairman of the firm, Mr. Gresham is a member of the Institute 
of Civil Engineers, the Institute of Mechanical Engineers, and a member and Past-President of the 
Manchester Association of Engineers. He is a Justice of the Peace for the Salford Hundred, and was an 

* "Biographer and Review," Jan., 1901. 




sympathetic help of Mr. John 
Greenwood, of Pendleton, at that 
time the largest 'bus proprietor 
in Salford. As applicable to 
horse traction these inventions 
never achieved any practical 
results, but out of them, some ten 
years later, was evolved the 
greatest of Mr. Gresham's inven- 
tions — his automatic vacuum 
brake, which has made his name 
famous all over the world, where 
railways exist. Closely associated 
with his great work in perfecting 
his vacuum brake, and only 
secondary to it, was that of 
turning to practical account 
the injector of the ingenious 
Of this invention, it may be said that 
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active member of the Executive Committee of the great Jubilee Exhibition, held in Manchester in 1887, 
on the same site as (just thirty years after) the Art Treasures Exhibition, where he made his first real 
start m life. His name is second to none in the frequency of its occurrence in the records of the Patent 
Office. Up to the year 1877 he had taken out twenty-nine patents, and from 1877 to 1904, he took out 
forty-one more, making a total of seventy. He has had so much to do in his own busy career as an 
engineer that he has taken little part in public, political, or municipal life. He has made for himself 
a worthy name, of which his family and his native town may be justly proud. His Manchester house is 
at Woodheys Park, Ashton-on-]\Iersey, and his London home is at Radnor House, Bolton Gardens, 
and in each of these mansions he has gathered together, by the exercise of his great artistic taste, and by 
liberal expenditure, choice collections of ceramic ware and of pictures by the most famous artists.* 

SIR WILLIAM GILSTRAP, Bart. 
Sir William Gilstrap, Bart., was born at Newark, December 20th, 1816 ; the eldest son of Mr. Joseph 
Gilstrap, by Elizabeth, second daughter of Mr. William Welsh, of Hampton House, Leake, Lines. Mr. 
Gilstrap, senr., was Mayor of Newark in 1838, and a Justice of the Peace. There is at Fornham Park 
an evidence of the esteem in which he was held by his fellow citizens, in the shape of a handsome snuff- 
box, bearing the following inscription :— " Presented to Mr. Gilstrap (1853) by the members of the Newark 
Book Society — a mark of their appreciation of his uniform liberality and attention." Another token 
of goodwill was the presentation to him of his portrait on his birthday, August 14th, 1837, by upwards of 
250 commercial gentlemen with whom he had business relations. 

On leaving school Sir William turned his attention to the malting business, then one of the main 
industries in Newark, and made a study of it. Mr. Gilstrap, senr., had taken the first malt-kiln in Millgate, 
in 1834. Subsequently, he took over the business of Mr. Massey, but a more important amalgamation 
(and one which had a great bearing on the future fortunes of the firm) took place in 1842. In that year 
Messrs. Brodhurst, who had the largest establishment in Newark, resolved to retire, and Messrs. Gilstrap 
made arrangements whereby they took over their kilns at Newark and Mansfield, and succeeded to their 
trade. 

I-aunched upon this larger enterprise under the name of Gilstrap and Sons — an undertaking con- 
genial to Sir William's tastes and ideas — the young partner in the heyday of early manhood devoted 
himself to the business with untiring zeal. As the demands for Newark malt increased, it became 
necessary for the firm to hire further kilns at Grantham, Lincoln, Retford, and Wakefield ; also, when the 
abolition of the duty let in a greater influx of foreign barley (capable, through the climate in which it was 
grown, of producing the finest malts) the firm erected kilns on the sea coast at Grimsby. 

In the midst of his business successes Sir William took to himself a helpmeet and counsellor, who 
proved a true and devoted companion and coadjutor. It was on the 2nd of June, 1847, that he married 
Elizabeth, fourth daughter of Mr. Thomas Haigh, of Colne Bridge House, Huddersfield. Her ladyship 
was bom on September 23rd, 1822, and died September 12th, 1891. On their marriage they took up their 
residence on the South Parade, then a new part of the town, where few houses had been built, and after- 
wards purchased a country house with about 20 acres of land at Winthorpe, occupying it for seven years, 
until Sir William bought the Fornham Park estate, near Bury St. Edmunds, in 1862. 

Sir William became Lord of the Manor of Fornham St. Martin and Fornham St. Genevieve, in 1862, 
and patron of the living of Fornham St. Martin. In 1863 he purchased Herringswell, a few miles away, 
and erected a shooting lodge there. He also purchased, in 1868, 600 acres of land at Fornham All Saints. 

* We are indebted for the material from which this notice is written to an article in the " Biographer and Review " for January, 
1901, and to notes kindly placed at our service by Mr. Gresham's old and valued friend, Mr. John F. Rowbotham. 



286 



HISTORY OF NEWARK. 



The estates cost over £100,000, and large sums were spent upon them, the park improved, the mansion 
beautified the stately cedars of Lebanon in the pleasure grounds supplemented by specimens of rare 
coniferous trees flourishing in this soil and climate, and the impress indelibly left upon the locality of the 
wise expenditure of a liberal owner. 

He had been appointed a magistrate for Suffolk, and, in 1866, was made a Deputy Lieutenant of the 
County, and served the office of High Sheriff. 

On November 4th and 5th, 1881, Sir William was honoured by the presence at Herringswell of the 
heir to the throne and his Royal brother, the Duke of Edinburgh. Being a favourite shooting estate, 
the Prince of Wales visited it again in November, 1882. The latest Royal visit was in January, 1895, 
when the Prince of Wales, the Duke of York, and a distinguished party shot over Sir William's estates, 
and were entertained by him Sir William's generosity gave 

an impetus to the scheme 
which was much appreciated 
at that time. Continuing his 
warm and kindly interest in 
it, he gave, in 1893, another 
donation of £500 towards the 
cost of furnishing a new build- 
ing in connection with the 
Institution. 



'iK 



at Fornham. 

It was about 1882 that 
His Royal Highness (now 
King) initiated a scheme for 
the establishment of a Royal 
School of Music. The idea 
commended itself most favour- 
ably to Sir William, whose 
tastes and inclinations lay in 
a kindred direction, and he at 
once forwarded a donation of 
£1,000. In the year following 
he added £2,000 more to found 
a scholarship in the college in 
his own name, to be awarded 
(i) to natives of Suffolk; or 
(2), failing them, to natives of 
Notts; or (3), failing them, to 
the country generally. The 
Prince, as president of the 
college, accepted the gift, and 
contrast with the ruined walls, 
periods of war and strife. 

Another philanthropic movement to which Sir William gave a great impetus was the creation of 
the Castle Gardens. When the Library was built, a cattle market occupied the space that intervened 
between it and the grey walls of the ancient Castle. The idea was mooted of removing the market and 
forming a pleasure ground, and to this scheme Sir William lent a generous support — so generous that 
without it the improvement would most probably not have been effected. A large part of the ground was 
given by Sir William at a cost of £3,500, and the town now possesses in the Castle Gardens as ornate and 
picturesque a resort as any in the county. 

To other beneficent movements Sir William was a constant and liberal contributor. The Newark 
and Bury St. Edmunds hospitals were aided by his generosity ; the Bury Athenseum and other institu- 
tions had the help of his kindly hand, willingly extended without consideration of class or creed, his 



But his greatest gift for 
the welfare of his fellow men, 
and one in which he took the 
most constant interest and 
delight, was the erection and 
endowment of a beautiful 
Free Library in his native 
town, in proximity to its 
Castle — a glorious institution 
which adorns the approach to 
Newark, and serves perpetu- 
ally to remind us, by its 
of the happy days in which we live, compared with the disastrous 
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subscriptions and donations to philanthropic movements of all kinds amounting to many thousands of 
pounds. When the Prince of Wales originated the scheme of an Imperial Institute that should be a 
fitting symbol of the greatness of the Empire and a rallying point or home for representatives of all the 
nations owning the Queen's Imperial sway, Sir William became one of its founders, and gave a donation 

of ;^I,000. 

As may be supposed, Sir William, in his efforts for the welfare of the people, received their grateful 
acknowledgments ; but the crowning distinction came in 1887 from the " Fount of Honour " in the 
recognition of an approving Sovereign. It was with feelings of sincere gratification that the people of his 
native town heard that the name of Sir William had been included amongst those whom the Queen would 
delight to honour on the occasion of her Jubilee, and that the distinction reserved for him was that of a 
Baronetcy of the United Kingdom. It was felt that it was a fitting reward of a meritorious life, and a 
recognition also of the great industrial developments which had been a prominent characteristic of the 
Victorian era. 

Sir WiUiam died in his 8oth year on February 15th, 1896, and both he and Lady Gilstrap he buried 
in Fornham Churchyard. 

MR. W. H. CUBLEY. 

Mr. W. H. Cubley, artist, was born at Heanor in 1816, but spent the greater portion of his life 
in Newark. In his early days he was a friend of William and Mary Howitt, the former of whom was 
a native of the same locality. Removing to Nottingham with his father and mother, he was a witness of 
the Reform Riots, and saw the burning of Nottingham Castle. From the county town he came to 
Newark with his father, who was also a portrait painter, and commenced his career as an artist and a 
teacher of drawing. He learnt portrait painting under R. Rothwell, the Royal Hibernian Academician, 
travelling from Newark to London for his lessons. Among his earlier commissions were portraits of 
Mr. Gladstone and Sir Frederick Thesiger, painted for the Conservative Society, to be hung on the walls 
of their club-room. At the dissolution of the Society, they were offered for sale, and were purchased 
by Mr. Henry Branston, of the Friary. Mr. Cubley also painted the portrait of Mr. William Hall, Mayor 
of Newark, in 1849-50, which hangs in the Council Chamber, those of Mr. Rose and Mr. BuUen, which are 
in the Corn Exchange, the portrait of Sir William Gilstrap, in the entrance hall of the Free Library, and 
the portrait of Alderman Pratt, presented to that gentleman in recognition of his services to the town. 
As a landscape painter, Mr. Cubley was a frequent exhibitor at the Royal Academy, and he was the author 
of a book on " Perspective Drawing," which exemplified the method under which he had taught so success- 
fully. It was he who invited Charles Dickens to stand for Newark, in 1857, but the eminent novelist 
replied that " no consideration on earth would induce him to become a member of that incoherent 
assembly." Mr. Cubley, who was Mayor in i865, and a Justice of the Peace, died at Bryndu, Llanberis, 
August loth, 1896, and is buried in the Newark Cemetery. 

MR. HENRY BRANSTON. 
Mr. Henry Branston was born at Newark in 1822, and died at his residence, the Friary, July 4th, 
1896, in his 75th year. Whilst actively engaged in business as a member of the eminent malting firm of 
Messrs. J. W. and H. Branston, he found time to devote himself ardently to public affairs, and the record of 
his public life is more or less the history of the leading events of the town for fifty years. He 
served the offices of overseer of the poor, churchwarden of the Parish Church, member of the Board of 
Guardians, member of the Town Council, Mayor of Newark in 1858, and an alderman until 1887, when 
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the state of his health compelled him to resign. He was one of the Governors of the Newark Hospital 
and Dispensary, member of the Gilstrap Free Library Committee, and of the Stock Library Committee, 
and was made a Justice of the Peace in 1872. 

Mr Branston retired from business in 1888. He had purchased the Friary in 1867, at the sale of 
Lord Middleton's Newark property, for £3,500, the lot being thus described in .the catalogue-" A fine 
old family mansion of peculiarly interesting historic associations, with 3a. ir. 37P- of garden and pleasure 
grounds, well-timbered, and enclosed entirely by a massive stone wall. There is stabling for eight horses, 
coach and saddle-houses, cow-sheds, brew-house, and other out-offices ; walled kitchen garden, paddock, 
and a small vinery and conservatory." The property could not have fallen into better hands, for many 
additions and improvements to the house and grounds were effected. 

Mr. Branston's life was characterised by a deep love for his native place, its stirring history, its noble 



traditions, its commercial 
pre-eminence, and the historic 
associations which make it 
one of the most interesting 
boroughs in the kingdom. To 
add to its comfort and attrac- 
tiveness his purse was always 
open. In addition to gifts at 
times of special distress (such 
as that of £100 in 1875 to 
mitigate the suffering caused 
by the floods), he headed the 
subscription list for the Castle 
Gardens with a donation of 
£500, and officiated at the 
opening ceremony in May, 
1889. In conjunction with 
Alderman Pratt, he gave a 
valuable piece of land to the 
Hospital to add to its sur- 
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he placed £1,000 to the credit 
of the institution at Messrs. 
Smith and Co.'s bank. The 
Hospital, in recognition of his 
generosity, named a ward after 
him, and the Town Council, 
on his retirement, sent him a 
resolution handsomely 
engrossed on parchment under 
the Corporate Seal. When 
the movement for clearing the 
space near the church, on the 
north side of the market, was 
started in 1891, he contributed 
£150, and one of his last acts 
(for he was conscious almost 
to the last) was to direct the 
giving of a further donation 
towards the renovation of the 
old half-timbered house and 
the final completion of the 



roundings, and in July, 1890, 

scheme. By his will he left £1,000 to the church, and another £1,000 to the Hospital. 

The Vicar, in a memorial sermon, said: "Many of us have often read over the chimney-piece in 
the haU of his own house, the motto which he had carved there — 

Those garments lasting evermore. 
Are works of mercy to the poor ; 
For neither tatter, time, nor moth, 
Shall fray that silk, or fret that cloth ; 

and he delighted in trying to keep that idea before him as a principle of life." 

MR. W. MIDWORTH. 
Mr. William Midworth, who on his retirement lived at North Muskham, did some famous castings 
in his leisure hours, «'hich the possessors of them justly treasure as beautiful works of art. He was 
born in Wellington House, North Gate, in 1817, his father being at that time proprietor of the Wellington 
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Foundry, which had been started in 1814. One of his earUest efforts was a representation of " Orpheus 
Charming the Brute Creation," and in medalUon portraiture the heads of the Duke of Wellington and 
Col. Wildman are fine examples. Much beautiful work came from his hands — epergnes, bronze floral 
letter-racks, mirror stands in ivy leaf pattern, etc., while marvellous castings of the lizard, crayfish, 
wolf, and snake testify to the diversity of talent, which, as artist and craftsman, he possessed in a high 
degree. He died in July, 1899. 

MR. W. R. BOUSFIELD, K.C. 

Mr. W. R. Bousfield, who was returned as M.P. for North Hackney, in May, 1892, is a member of 
an old Newark family, one of whom, Mr. Ed. Little Bousfield, was Mayor of the Borough in 1842. 
Mr. William Bousfield, a brother of this gentleman, lived in Bar Gate, and his son was Mr. Ed. Tenny 
Bousfield, of Bedford. Mr. William Robert Bousfield, K.C, is the eldest son of Mr. Ed. Tenny Bousfield, 
and was born at Newark in 1854. He was educated at Caius College, Cambridge, where he was wrangler 
in 1876, and also Whitworth's scholar, and where he took the usual degrees. He was entered as a student 
at the Inner Temple in November, 1877, and was called to the Bar there in 1880, when he joined the 
Western Circuit. He was made Q.C. 1891, and Bencher, Inner Temple, 1897. He is an Associate of the 
Institute of Civil Engineers, and the author of a professional work on the Patents, Designs, and Trade 
Marks' Act. 



(Other Worthies and Celebrities are noticed incidentally in connection with the events in which they 
participated.) 




In Georgian Daps. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



Muskham Road Made— A Newark Printer Prosecuted— The Town Hall Erected— A Workhouse Built— The First 
Newark Printer— Early Methodists — Visits of John Wesley — The Young Pretender at Newark — Address 
to George the Third— His Majesty's Jubilee — Old Newark Volunteers — The Introduction of Gas. 

Though the eighteenth century cannot vie in historic interest with the seventeenth, it is notable 
for some very important changes and improvements in the Borough. First and foremost must be placed 
the erection of the Town Hall, which stands as a monument of the public spirit of those who formulated 
and carried through the scheme for its construction, the funds for which were largely provided out of the 
estates of Brown and Phillipot. The building of this important public edifice, and of a number of new 
shops and buildings, changed for the better the appearance of the town, while a still more striking altera- 
tion was being effected in the face of the surrounding country by the operation of the Inclosure Acts, which 
parcelled out the open commons, and introduced the hedges and ditches therein, dividing the fields very 
much as we see them to-day.* The construction of the raised road on arches from Newark to Muskham 
Bridge, and the building of a new bridge near the Castle are also to be placed to the credit of the Georgian 
period, the chief events of which (in resuming our narrative) we have now to describe. Of equal if not 
far greater importance to the people was the introduction to Newark of the printing press, which was 
first set up as a regular institution before the eighteenth century closed. 

At a meeting of the town council in 1720 it was provided that every candidate for Parliament should 
become a freeman, " and pay £40 to the chamberlain for the use of the corporation, etc., the money so 
raised to be lent to freed men of the borough, without any interest, upon security to be given for the 
repayment thereof at the end of one year." In the same year an ordinance was passed to the effect that 
no licence to sell ale or beer should be granted " to any person or persons whatsoever resorting or coming 
to this borough from any place of Great Britain without paying, or causing to be paid, to us or our 
successors the sum of £10." 

The sporting proclivities of the period may be judged from the following advertisement in a Notting- 
ham paper :— " A subscription of cocks to be fought at the house of Mr. James Thomlinson at the White 
Hart, Newark, for two guineas a battle ; to be shown and weighed on Monday, 29th of this instant (May 

* In the reign of George III. alone 6,288,810 acres were enclosed. Vide "Social England." vi., 75. 
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1738), and to fight the three following days, and any gentleman who pleases to send any cocks may have 
them carefully fed by James Peters senior, and William Garnon, feeders. N.B.— There will be an ordinary 
every day at the aforesaid house."* Not only did the brutal sport of cock-fighting find numerous patrons, 
but the prize ring flourished. In a paper of some years later, viz. , October, 1767, there is an account of a 
battle in Appleton Close between a Claypole farmer and a noted London gambler for £10. The combat 
lasted twenty minutes, during which time the farmer knocked down the gambler twenty times, and was 
hailed the winner by a great crowd who had assembled to " enjoy " the spectacle. Bull baiting also 
prevailed until near the close of the century, as the following paragraph in the Nottingham Journal for 
6th January, 1781, shows: "Monday afternoon a Bull was baited in the Market Place at Newark, 
which afforded great diversion to many hundred spectators ; the Windows of every House which 
commanded an open view, were crowded with Ladies and Gentlemen, who resorted thither to gratify 
their curiosity." 

In 1745 the exiled Stuarts, encouraged by France and Spain, made a bold rush for the throne of 
England. Charles Edward Stuart landed near Moidart, on the coast of Inverness-shire, and at the head 
of seven hundred clansmen marched southward, gathering numerous reinforcements on the way. To 
quell the rebellion a subscription was entered into by the inhabitants and corporation of Nottingham. 
The mayor was authorised by the king to levy forces, grant commissions, and discharge other necessary 
duties of a military as well as a civil character for the defence of the town against the Scotch rebels. 
The Duke of Kingston, with the assistance of the noblemen and gentlemen of the county, raised a regiment 
of light cavalry. The total subscriptions received amounted to £8,525 : 10 : 6. On the 13th October there 
came into Nottingham 72 carriag-es belonging to the artillery, 18 baggage waggons, 16 cannons, 2 mortars, 
500 Dutch and 200 English foot, with Wade's regiment of horse complete. The artillery lay all night in 
the Market Place, and the next morning marched north. 

In the meantime Charles, who had become the idol of many of the Scottish people, entered England 
by the western border, and took Carlisle in three days. The English Jacobites came very slowly around 
him, though he moved through districts where, during the Civil War, devotionate loyalty to his ancestor 
had been manifested. On the 4th December Charles reached Derby, and this was the end of his onward 
journey. His troops were far from being united, and though success had held them together thus far, 
bickerings and jealousies succeeded. At their instigation he retreated, and his forces were routed by the 
Duke of Cumberland at CuUoden Moor, nine miles from Inverness. The Duke of Kingston's cavalry took 
part in the engagement, and three Nottingham butchers are said to have slain fourteen of the enemy. 
Charles fled to the mountains, and eventually made his escape to France. His latter days he spent in 
Rome, and though the Jacobites long drank to the king over the water, the rebellion of 1745 was the 
last effort of the exiled family to regain the throne. 

There is a lingering tradition that the young Pretender passed through Newark. It appears, from 
the notes of Sir Robert Heron, f that he was expected in the town after leaving Derby. The story is that 
the troops were regaled in Guildhall Street, but, according to Sir Robert, if they had come they would 
have met' with a very different reception, for preparations were made to defend the town against them. 
The following extract from Sir Robert's book is interesting not only for its reference to the disposition 
of some of those in Newark towards the Pretender, but as a further illustration of the losses and crosses 
which families had to endure during the period of the Civil War :— " My uncle. Sir Richard Heron, was 
born in the year 1724. He was the youngest of four sons who arrived at maturity. My grandfather 
possessed a strong and vigorous mind, the highest honour and integrity, a sufficient portion of pride, and 

* 'Weekly Courant, published at Nottingham. f Notes by Sir Robert Heron (Grantham : Ridge), 1851, p. 141. 
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a temper somewhat soured by the reflection that he had fallen from the situation which his family had 
formerly occupied. Their fortunes had suffered greatly in the Civil Wars, and he had himself retired to 
Newark with what remained. . . The losses his family had sustained in the Royal cause did not 
diminish his attachment to it, and on his death-bed he enjoined his sons never to desert it under any 
circumstances. . . My grandfather, however, was not a Jacobite, for when the Pretender had reached 
Derby he sent the females of his family to London, and, with his four sons, took a most active share 
in preparing to defend Newark. His own four horses drew the ladies to London ; after great exertions 
they reached Bennington the first day, the carriage being overturned in the course of the journey. A 
pistol went off close to the ear of his daughter Anne, who remained ever afterwards almost totally deaf." 

In a pocket guide to travellers called A Road Book, published by Mr. John Armstrong in London in 
1744, some very interesting information may be gleaned of the cost of travelling in these days. From 
London to York, or London to Leeds, was a two days' journey by a fly or coach, the fares varying from 
two guineas to £2 : 10 : 0. Grantham and Newark were half-way towns, and this fact accounts for the 
important character of their posting inns. Newark is given as 124 miles from London, and the legal post 
or hire was £1:11: 6. The hire of a chaise and pair was £4 : 14 : 8, and a chaise and four was £6 : 17 : 3. 
These sums were small compared with the expenses attending the stages, ten of which existed between 
London and Newark. There were inn expenses, the baiting of the horses, and the imperative fees to 
post-boys and servants, whose offices extended to defending the travellers' lives from the attacks of 
highwaymen. 

In 1745 the Customs Oiflcers at Newark seized a quantity of malt as being the goods of a smuggler. 
Mr. Schicke, Secretary to the Ambassador from the States General, addressed a memorial to the Treasury, 
asserting that the malt in question was the property of Samuel de Loos and Samuel Tall, Dutch merchants 
at VUssinger (Flushing). It would thus seem that there was a trade in malt from Holland to Newark at 
this time. 

Writing on July 27th, 1747, Dr. Stukeley says : " At Newark they have lately rebuilt some houses 
at the bridge there so-called the entrance into the Market Place by the fine old arch gate of Roman work. 
The townspeople wonder at the name of bridge not discerning that it was really a bridge over the ditch 
near the side of the wall which enclosed the town in Roman times quite to the river, the Fosse road 
running through it ; one gate is left upon the Fosse. On rebuilding the houses above mentioned upon 
the bridge they discovered the arches of the bridge. " * 

Among the MSS. of Mr. E. R. Wodehouse is a letter from the Revd. John Nixon, dated March, 1746, 
describing his peregrinations in which, after alluding to his visit to the county town, he says : " From 
Nottingham a gentle airing thro' a plain country by the side of the Trent brought us on Sunday morning 
to Newark where after breakfast we went in a Christian-like manner to the parish church, which is a 
very handsome edifice adorned with a gallery, and the solemnity of the service is improved by an organ 
and choir. From the tower of the church we discovered the bearings and connexion of the several parts 
of the country we are now in with those we left behind us and those we were soon to enter upon. To 
S.E. Beauvoir Castle. More N. a fresh object strikes your eye very well worthy of notice viz. Lincoln 
Minster. S.W. Lord Robert Sutton's seat at Kelham, with a summer pavillion at a considerable distance 
amongst woods. In the plain W. you have the branching of the Great Northern Road, one part leading 
to York, the other to Mansfield ; nearer under you the remaining walls of the old Castle washed by the 
Trent and whose area is now a bowling green." f 

" Dr. Stukeley's Letters," vol. ii., p. 296. f Hist. MSS. Comm. xiii. Report App., Part iv., p. 484. 
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From 1739 until 1757 there are no entries in the Corporation Minute Book. An explanatory note 
in the latter year says the reason was that Mr. Lund, a late alderman, got the book into his possession, 
and it was not restored to the Chamber until his death. Probably, if the minutes had been posted, we might 
have learnt something of the circumstances under which the Corporation, on January loth, 1739, mort- 
gaged all their real estate, including the advowson of Winthorpe, to Richard Twells, of Newark, gentle- 
man, to secure the sum of £1,560 ; the mortgage taking the form of a lease for 1,000 years at a peppercorn 
rent, which lease should be void on repayment of the principal. Default was made in payment of interest, 
and the matter came before the Master of the Rolls, who ordered that the mortgaged premises should 
be sold to the best purchaser. What the property then consisted of, and what prices were realised, does 
not appear in the document which has been kindly lent to us by Mr. Hodgkinson, and which, being an 
abstract of the title of the Revd. R. Rastall to the Rectory of Winthorpe, deals only with the Winthorpe 
advowson. This realised £670, and was purchased by Mr. Richard Heron for Mr. Robert Taylor. This 
gentleman, who was the son of the landlord of the Turk's Head, had a remarkable career. From the 
Magnus School he went to Trinity College, Cambridge, took a degree in Medicine, and commenced practic e 
in his native town. Being sent for to Belvoir to attend Lord Burlington, who was staying there, he 
succeeded in restoring his Lordship to health, and in gratitude for his services Lord and Lady Burlington 
introduced him to London society as a prodigy of skill. He soon gained a lucrative practice, became 
physician to the King, and delivered the anniversary oration before the College of Physicians in 1757. 
He fell, however, almost as rapidly as he had risen, wasting his substance and alienating his friends until 
he died in comparative poverty in 1762. The advowson of Winthorpe, which he had found the money 
to pay for, but which had not been conveyed to him, and three acres of meadow, he left to his wife, and 
on March i6th, 1763, the Court of Chancery, in an action in which Mrs. Taylor, on behalf of herself and 
of all other creditors who should come in and contribute to the expense of the suit, was plaintiff, and 
Elizabeth Taylor, spinster, the daughter, was defendant, decreed that the will was well proved and 
established. The advowson and land were, however, eventually sold, pursuant to this decree, and to 
another of July 17th, 1766, to Mr. Roger Pocklington for £600. 

In 1755 the state of the Great North Road which, near Newark, was constantly liable to flood, 
occupied the attention of the leading landowners and citizens. At a meeting of the Trustees for repairing 
the Road from Newark to Little Drayton, in the county of Nottingham, held at Newark, October 9th, 
1755, it was resolved : — 

That it would be of great National Utility tliat the road between London and Edinburgh should be niade passable at all 
times notwithstanding any floods of the River Trent. 

That erecting proper Bridges and making a secure road for that purpose cannot be done by the Tolls arising from the Turnpike. 

That a Survey and Plan of the most effectual means of building such Bridges and making such Roads be made with an 
estimate of the Expenses thereof. 

That these Resolutions be communicated to His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, Lord Middleton, and Lord Robert Sutton 



for their consideration. 

Cha. Mellish. 

John Gilbert Cooper, Joxr. 

Danl. Gach. 

Jos Pocklington 



RoBT. Foster. Tim Rastall. 

Wm. Ellis. Edw. Snell. 

Wm. Cheals. Richd. Herring. 

Tho. Haslam. Wm. Darwin. 



Alex. Holden. J- S. Charlton. T. Heron. 



T. Thornhagh. 
Geo. Saville. 
W. Cartwright. 



S. Gordon. P- Burnell. 

R. Sutton. W. Rastall. 

G. Mason. 



For some years nothing was done in the neighbourhood of Newark, and then came the great flood 
of 1766 when people had to be conveyed from Newark to Muskham Bridge in boats. Two years later 
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the Trustees to whom the construction of the Newark and Muskham Road was entrusted, showed great 
activity and discernment. They called into consultation the most eminent engineer of his time, Mr. 
John Smeaton, F.R.S., the designer of the Eddystone Lighthouse, who presented a report " concerning 
the water road proposed to be carried across the valley of the river Trent from Muskham to Newark." 
In this report, which is dated January nth, 1768, Smeaton describes where the arches are to be situated 
to carry the road above flood level, their number and dimensions, and the best method of construction 
with the least expense. He says he had been shown by Mr. Handley the highest point where the floods 
were ever known to rise, and he adds : " It happened somewhat luckily on this head that I passed 
between the two bridges in a boat at the very highest of the great flood that happened on the melting 
of the snow in Feb. 1766 and I then marked the height of the flood by a fixed mark." The report was 
accompanied by plans and elevations.* Smeaton's designs were adopted by the Trustees, and the 
road remains a monument to his sagacity and engineering genius. 



The work was com- 
pleted about 1770 at a cost 
of £12,000. An interesting 
reference to it, which helps 
us to fix the approximate 
date occurs in 
an edition of De 
Foe's "Tour 
Through 
Britain," issued 
in 1778. In this 
edition the 
editorial re- 
marks by 
Richardson and 
others are in 
brackets, and 
speak of the 
road as com- 
pleted "five or 

another item of information from the same source : 
of small neat houses for poor people, which makes 
such kind of houses are much wanted in most larg^ 



SIX years ago. 
They describe 
it "as the vast 
new-raised road 
from the Castle 
over the flat 
often over- 
flowed by the 
Trent," and 
add, " Whether 
we consider the 
greatness or 
u t i 1 i t y of the 
work it may be 
looked upon as 
one of the great- 
est of the kind 
ever executed 
in England." 

Here is 
" Dr. Wilson the incumbent, built a very pretty street 
an opening from the market-place into the country ; 
e towns, particularly Bury, and some others." t 




THE OLD BRIDGE NEAR THE CASTLE. 



About the same time a new bridge was built at Newark. Shilton says : " From the termination of 
the Civil Wars there had been a wooden bridge very meanly constructed over the Devon a little below 
the Castle. In 1775 the Duke of Newcastle was advised to take down this ruinous old structure and 
erect one of more durable materials ; accordingly the present one was built of brick and faced with 
stone." It was altered in 1848 to its present condition by adding the footpath and iron railings 'on 
each side. 

* " Reports of the Late John Smeaton made on Various Occasions," vol. i., p. 327. A copy of the work is in the Library 
of Mr. George Sheppard. 

t " A Tour through the Island of Great Britain." Originally begun by the, celebrated Daniel De Foe, continued by the 
late Mr. Richardson, author of " Clarissa," etc., and brought down to the present time by Gentlemen of Eminence in the 
Literary World. The eighth edition, 1778. 
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George II. died in 1760, and the address of Newark to the new monarch, George III., was as follows — 

To the Kings Most Excellent Majesty. The Humble Address of the Mayor Aldermen and Principal Inhabitants of the 
Borough of Newark-upon-Trent in the County of Nottingham 

Most Gracious Sovereign 

We, your Majesties most dutiful and faithful Subjects, the Mayor Aldermen and Principal Inhabitants of your Ancient 
and Loyal Town of Newark upon Trent, in the County of Nottingham, most deeply afflicted by the loss your Majesty and the 
Nation have sustained by the Death of our late most excellent monarch, your Majesties Royal Grandfather, do humbly beg leave 
to condole with your Majesty on that sudden and melancholy event. At the same time. Royal Sir, Permit us to express our 
unfeigned congratulations to your Majesty upon your happy Accession to the Crown of these Kingdoms, who alone are able to 
repair that otherwise Irretrievable loss. 

The Many virtues which so distinguish your JMajesty, as well as your Majesty's gracious Declarations that you will adhere 
to and strengthen the Constitution of this your native country in Church and State, give us the strongest Confidence that the 
great felicity we enjoyed under the Government of our late Most wise and just Sovereign will be preserved to us under your 
Majesties Auspicious Government. May your Majesty's reign be long and prosperous and may there never be wanting one of 
your august House to support and transmit the civil and religious Liberties of this Nation to the Latest Posterity. 

Given under the Common 
Seal of the said Corporation 
and signed by the said 
Principal Inhabitants the 
23rd day of November 1760. 
Alexander Holden. Job Brough. 

William Rastall. James Andrew Milnes. 

RoBT RousBY. H. Wade. 

Rb. Foster. Will Cheales. 

Saml. Walker. Wm. Wilcockson. 

It was at this period that an important change was proceeding locally, and throughout rural 
England ; the reclamation of wastes and the partition of commons. In 1762 an Enclosure Act was 
passed for Coddington, the preamble of which runs thus : " Whereas the said common fields (in the 
parish) do by computation contain 85 oxgangs, and the owners and proprietors of the said 85 oxgangs 
for the tune being have, from time immemorial, used and enjoyed a right of common for their cattle after 
the rate of 4 cow commons or cattle gates for every oxgang, the owners and proprietors of the land forming 
the common fields, considering that their lands and grounds be dispersed in several places, desire that the 
common fields may be enclosed, severed, and divided, and that a specific part or share may be assigned to 
each proprietor." Commissioners were, therefore, appointed to set out the land, and the several persons 
to whom it was allotted were at their own expense to hedge, ditch, and fence their lots and shares. 
The Commissioners were also to set out the public and private roads. Similar Acts were passed for 
other parishes around Newark— in 1771 for North Muskham, Holme, and Bathley ; in 1766 for Balderton ; 
and in 1767 for Farndon. These were private Acts, but the process was further accelerated in 1801 when 
the first general Act was passed. Particulars of the Newark Inclosure Act have been given in the 
Manorial chapter. 

In 1772 an Act of Parliament was obtained " for improving and completing the navigation of that 
branch of the river Trent which runs by the town of Newark from a place called the Upper Weir in the 
parish of Averham to a place called the Crankleys in the parish of South Muskham." The preamble of 
the Act states that " whereas the town of Newark is possessed of a considerable trade in corn, wool, 
coals and other merchandise, and the said branch of the river Trent, which runs by the side of the town, 
may,'by improving the channel thereof and by making proper cuts and other works, be rendered navigable 
at all seasons of the year, and a more regular intercourse of trade would thereby be opened ; " 
commissioners were therefore appointed with power to construct dams of stone or brick and to do other 
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works necessary for improving the means of navigation. They were to meet at the King's Hall, and their 
first meeting was on Jan. i8th, 1773. In making the cut many cannon balls, which had been used 
during the sieges, were taken out of the soil. The hauling path bridge near the Water Mill, consisting 
of five segmental arches, was built by the Company in 18 19. 

At a meeting of the town-council on the 26th January, 1773, the mayor and aldermen afaxed the 
common seal to a petition to Parliament for selling portions of Brown and Phillipot's estates at and 
near Newark, and building a town-hall and shambles with the money arising therefrom, and purchasing 
ground for enlarging the churchyard. An Act was accordingly passed, the title of which ran as follows :— 




NEWARK CASTLE IN I777. 

" An Act for the sale of certain charity estates therein mentioned, and to apply the money arising 
therefrom to the building of a town-hall and shambles in the town of Newark-upon-Trent, and in the 
purchase of lands and hereditaments for enlarging the churchyard of the said town, and for opening the 
avenues thereto, and for laying out the residue of the money in purchasing other lands to be settled to the 
charitable uses therein mentioned." 

The preamble of the Act sets forth that " the said town of Newark is a large and populous town, 
and the trade and manufactories thereof are daily increasing ; but the magistrates and inhabitants of 
the said town find great inconvenience from the want of a Town Hall, wherein the Sessions for, and other 
pubhc meetings and business of, the said town may be held and transacted, and the want of which is. 
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moreover, a public inconvenience, as the Sessions for the said county of Nottingham are held at Newark 
aforesaid four times in each yea.T ; and the inhabitants of the said town also sustain a great inconvenience 
from the want of proper buildings to be used as shambles, shops and stalls for the accommodation of 
butchers and other persons resorting to the market of Newark aforesaid with provisions ; and the church- 
yard of Newark aforesaid, which is the common burying place for the inhabitants of the parish, is found 
to be greatly too confined a space of ground for that purpose, and the public avenue or approach to the 
said churchyard is also narrow and inconvenient ; " therefore the Act was passed to build a proper 
Town Hall and shambles, enlarge the churchyard, and open a convenient passage thereto. Mr. Dickinson 
says " the avenues to the church were improved, the churchyard was enlarged, and a considerable addition 
was made to the \'icarage house. It was somewhat singular that after so much expense in erecting these 
shambles the butchers refused to make use of them, and the Corporation wanted either the power or 




TOWN' H.\LL AND M.^RKET PL.^CE ABOUT 1774. 



/hen an additional 



resolution to compel a compliance with the intentions of the Legislature tih 1798, 
statute was obtained for this and other purposes." 

The Town Hall occupies the centre of the west side of the Market Place, and several houses and shops, 
and a public-house, were taken down to make room for it. The first stone was laid in 1773, during the 
mayoralty of Mr. Thomas Haslam. The front is composed of Mansfield stone. The basement storey 
exhibits a beautiful specimen of rusticated masonry, with four handsome pillars in the centre 
supporting a pediment ornamented with the town arms, above which is a statue of Justice and the lion 
and unicorn. The front is artistic and imposmg. It is three stories high, having seven windows m 
each upper storey On the ground floor the sub-Loggia, originally proposed to be used as a corn-market, as 
also the sub-hall, used as a butter-market, are well paved ; the latter is divided into colonnades by 

* This rare engravin? was made before the south wing of the Hall had been built. 
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columns of the compound Tuscan order ; the ceiling is divided into rather small square compartments, 
which increases the firmness of the superincumbent floor. A handsome geometrical staircase of stone 
leads to the large hall, which is 80 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 30 feet in height. In the centre of each 
side is a handsome chimney-piece of Italian marble. The room is extremely well lighted by six lofty 
circular-headed windows in the sides, and one at the upper end. It is used for public meetings, 
soirees, balls, concerts, etc., and the quarter sessions for the borough are held in it. It has beautiful 
Corinthian pilasters and a rich coped ceiling. Fronting the Market Place is a commodious room 
known as the council-chamber. Its length is 35 feet, breadth 20 feet 8 inches, and height 16 feet. 
It is well lighted by large windows looking towards the market, and at night by means of elegant 
lustres depending from the ceiling. In this chamber the council hold their meetings, and the borough 
petty sessions take place here twice a week. Adjoining the chamber are smaller rooms, used either as 
retiring rooms or for committee meetings. 

The following were employed in erecting and finishing the Town Hall and its adjacent wings :— 
Architect, Mr. J. Carr, York ; superintendent, Mr. W. Matthews, Newark ; mason, Mr. Mew, Mansfield ; 
bricklayer, Mr. Pahner Sheppard, Newark ; carpenter and joiner, Mr. Baker, Retford ; slater, Mr. W. 
Lewis, Nottingham ; plasterer, Mr. Moses Kihnister, Derby ; carvers, Messrs. G. Barrett, Newark, and 
Thickstone, Doncaster ; plumber and glazier (hall), Mr. J. Smalley, Newark ; plumber and glazier 
(wings), Mr. S. Watson, Newark, Mr. J. Holmes, Newark ; painter, Mr. J. Smith, Newark. Upwards 
of £17,000 are said to have been expended in the erection and completion of these edifices.* 

In 1776 the first Methodist chapel was erected between the White Horse and the Water Mill public- 
houses in Mill Gate. Methodism had been introduced nearly 40 years before this, for Wesley himself 
visited the town in Feb., 1743. " Here," he says, " I met with a few who had tasted the good Word, one of 
whom received me gladly and desired me, whenever I came to Newark, to make his house my home." 
In 1747 he was again in the town, and in April, 1760, Mr. Thomas Lee, an earnest follower of Wesley, 
preached here, and has left on record particulars of the persecution he endured. Richard Watson, one 
of the most famous of Methodist divines, was registered at Newark as a Dissenter, just registration being 
refused him at Lincoln quarter sessions because he was an apprentice. His master subsequently cancelled 
the indentures, and Watson removed to Newark as assistant to Thomas Cooper, then stationed there 
as a Wesleyan preacher, j- 

On his third visit in June, 1780, Wesley preached in a place " covered on three sides, and on the fourth 
open to the street. It contained two or three thousand people well, who appeared to hear as for life. 
Only one big man, exceeding drunk, was very noisy and turbulent till his wife [fortissima Tyndaridarum) 
seized him by the collar, gave him two or three heavy boxes on the ear, and dragged him away like a 
calf; but at length he got out of her hands, crept in among the people, and stood as quiet as a lamb." J 

In 1787 the chapel in Guildhall Street was erected, the Methodists having the previous year bought 
the ground for the sum of £510. In Feb. Wesley responded to an appeal of the trustees to open their 
new house. He got there on Saturday, the loth, but was so hoarse that Alexander Mather had to take 
his place. On Sunday, he had partly recovered the use of his voice, and preached at nine in the new 
house, which he describes as a " lightsome, cheerful building."§ He intended to preach again at five, 
but received a message from the Mayor, Mr. Geo. Lawrence, asking him to make the service a little later, 

• Shilton's "Hist, of Newark," p. 372. f Vide D. N. B. Lx. 27. + " Wesley's Journals" (ed. 1864) I. 388. 

§ The account book of the Trustees has been preserved, and in it are the following entries: Feb. nth, collected in the chapel, 
/13 6s. 7d. ; Feb. 12th, Mr. Wesley's expenses at the opening of Guildhall Chapel, £5 8s. 6d. ; Sept. 29th, received of Mr. Johnson 
for the old chapel, £y5. 
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that he and some of the aldermen might more conveniently attend. " They all came at half an hour 
past five, and as many people as could possibly squeeze in, and God opened my mouth to speak strong 
words, and the hearts of many to receive them. Surely God will have a people in this place that will adorn 
the doctrine of God, our Saviour." In Aug., 1789, we iind Wesley travelling seventy miles in an afternoon 
in order to visit his friends in Newark. This was his last visit to what he described in June, 1786, as 
" one of the most elegant towns in England." * 

On October 17th, 1767, the Earl of Lincoln and Lord George Sutton were sworn aldermen of Newark, 
on which occasion their lordships gave an " elegant entertainment " to the gentlemen of the town and 
neighbourhood. At a meeting of the council on March 15th the Right Hon. John Shelley was admitted 
a freeman of the borough of the company of fellmongers. The Duke of Newcastle having been elected 
mayor, desired leave to resign his office on account of his avocations rendering it impossible for him to 
reside in the town, and the resignation was accepted. 

The races at Newark in 1763 lasted three days, and three prizes of £50 each were offered. There 
was a numerous attendance of rioblemen and gentlemen, who were so pleased with the sport that they 
opened a subscription for next year's races with eighty guineas. On the first race evening, Tuesday, 
October nth, by order of Lord George Sutton, the play of " the Jealous Wife " was performed, at which 
the Marquis of Granby and several others of the nobility, the two borough members, the members for 
the county, and all the neighbouring gentry were present, and were highly entertained. 

In 1786 a workhouse was erected a short distance to the south of Beaumond Cross. Over 
the entrance was inscribed : " This workhouse, built from the estates of Magnus, Brown and 
PhiUipot, 1786." Mr. Shilton, writing in 1820, says : " The building, large and substantial, is 
composed of brick, and excellently adapted to the purpose ; every convenience requisite to the 
health and comfort of its inhabitants is to be found within its walls ; " and he sententiously adds 
that here " plenty, with economy, walk hand in hand."t Mr. Dickinson speaks of it as containing within 
its walls " the borough gaol, and numerous apartments for the accommodation of the poor." The common 
gaol of the town formerly stood nearly in the centre of the Market Place, and under it was a vault used 
as a dungeon and place of security for prisoners. | Subsequently, its location was in Bridge Street, for 
in the schedule of property belonging to Phillipot's estate, sold to provide funds for the Town Hall, was 
the following : " A tenement on the Bridge, now used as a gaol for the said Borough." It was then provided 
for in the workhouse. Here is a description of it in 1803, which shows that it was not a very creditable 
place : 

NEWARK-UPON-TRENT TOWN GAOL AND BRIDEWELL. 
William Cropper, gaoler ; salary ^lo out of which he finds straw for the prisoners. Fees debtors 4s ; felons 13s 4d. No 
chaplain, nor any religious attentions. Surgeon, when wanted from the workhouse. Allowance 3 pence a day. No employment. 
The prison adjoins the workhouse, has two rooms above and one below, about 22 feet by 12, with arched roofs, flag floors, and 
a fire-place. Each room has one double-bar iron-grated window for light and ventilation. There is a small court, 26 feet by 10, 
with a pump in it but no sewer, a half -tub in each room being substituted for that purpose. The rooms and staircases were 
very dirty, not having been whitewashed for five years. Below, is a horrid dungeon, down 14 steps, about 22 feet by 12, totally 
dark ; the only light or ventilation it ever rec eives is from an aperture in the door, about 6 inches by 4, which is opened to give 
the prisoner his food ; damp mud floor. The keeper informed me that in the winter the water was 16 inches deep in it. There 
is one room without the prison-wall, about 15 feet by 8, in which women are occasionally put, and for the admission of light 
and air there is a circular grating over the door. Prisoner, Aug. 18, 1803 one.§ 

* "Wesley's Journals." An article in The Methodist Recorder for July, 1891, by the Rev. J. Telford, B.A. 
■f "Shilton's History" (Oct.), p. 492. % Dickinson, p. 250. § Gentleman's Magazine, 1805, p. 199 
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It was during the latter half of the eighteenth century that the printing press was first set up in 
Newark. Mr. T. M. Blagg, F.S.A., has dealt with the subject fully in his interesting brochure on " Newark 
as a Publishing Town," from which it appears that, so far as can be ascertained, the first book printed 
in Newark was in 1778. It was " a Book of Common Prayer," etc., with notes by W.Lewis, A.M., Rector 
of Barnsdale, and other divines, and bears the imprint : " Newark-upon-Trent. Printed and sold by 
J. Tomlinson and S. Creswell. M.D.CCLXXVIII." The following particulars of it, and other early Newark 
publications, are condensed from Mr. Blagg's book : — ' The Book of Common Prayer and Administration 
0/ the Sacraments and other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, according to the use of the Church of England. 
Illustrated by Notes and Annotations on the whole Liturgy, explaining the difficult and vindicating the objectible 
[sic] Parts of it ; and containing the Whole Services so transposed and methodized, as that all the Prayers 
may he found in the same order {as) they are puhlickly read, and the whole appear in one regular and continued 
Point of View. By W. Lewis, A.M., Rector of Barnsdale, and other Divines. Newark-upon-Trent. Printed 
and Sold by J. Tomlinson and S. Cresswell. M.D.CCLXXVIIL' This book is a small thick quarto of 
about 600 pages, the Lessons illustrated with quaint woodcuts and the three special services, viz., that 
for the Deliverance from the Gunpowder Treason on the 5th of November, that of King Charles the 
Martyr on the 30th of January, and that for the happy Restoration on the 29th of May, have woodcut 
portraits of Kings James I., Charles I., and Charles II. respectively. This book, so its title-page teUs us, 
was printed at Newark in 1778, by J. Tomlinson and S. Creswell. Now S. Cresswell was at this time a 
printer in Nottingham, where he died in 1786, and he was probably merely associated with Tomlinson 
financially in pubhshing the work, and would also be agent for the sale of it in Nottingham. At any rate, 
we have no evidence of Creswell having at any time resided in Newark, and his name is not again coupled 
with Tomlinson's on any of the after publications of that printer. Thus we may take it that James 
Tomlinson was the first craftsman to practise ' the black art ' in this ' ancient and loyal borough.' 
In 1780 we find him printing the play-bills for the Newark Theatre, the Robertsons being among the 
players ; and in the same year he published the first printed Newark Poll-book, ' An Alphabetical List 
of the Poll for the election of Two Representatives to serve in Parliament for the Borough of Newark-upon- 
Trent, taken before Wm. Martin, Esq., Mayor, on the gth day of Sept., 1780.' The candidates were Lord 
George Sutton, Sir Henry Clinton, and Robert Foster, Esq." 

" In 1782, Tomlinson published, at the price of 5s., a ' History of the Civil Wars in Germany from the 
year 1630 to 1635 ; also Genuine Memoirs of the Wars of England in the Unhappy Reign of Charles the 
First ; Written by a Shropshire Gentleman, who personally served under the King of Sweden, in Germany ; 
and on the Royal Side, during the Unhappy Contests in England.' [8vo. 376 pp.] The preface to this book 
is signed ' E. Staveley,' and dated from ' Newark, July ist, 1782,' and states that ' these memoirs .... 
came into my hands many years since ; and, having at different periods been perused by several gentle- 
men, clergy, etc., who expressed a desire to see them printed .... a subscription was lately opened, 
which has enabled me to bring them into the world in their present state .... there is scarce an action 
related in which our Author did not act a principal part, and consequently the narrative must be genuine 
and incontrovertible .... In the prosecution of this work, a strict regard has been paid to the Author's 
own copy ; no other alteration having been made, but such as the difference in orthography [between] 
the last and present century has made necessary. Who the writer was, it is impossible, at this distance of 
Time, precisely to determine ; that he was a Gentleman of good Family, at the beginning of last century, 
resident at Shrewsbury in Shropshire, there can be no doubt, as the Hero himself fully testifies .... 
etc., etc' Now, despite all this plausible preamble on behalf of Mr. ' E. Staveley,' there is no doubt 
whatever that the real author of these veracious " Memoirs " was no less a person than Daniel Defoe, 
and that the book had been already published before in two different places, namely, at London 'in 1724 
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and again at Leeds, with no date. Lowndes says, in his ' Bibliographer's Manual ' .• ' This delightful 
Novel is well known to have been frequently cited as an historical authority.' In fact, the hero is supposed 
to have been with Prince Rupert when he reheved the garrison of Newark, and a lively description is given 
of the stratagem by which waggon loads of ammunition and provisions were got safely into the town. 
He again visits Newark when King Charles himself marched here from Lichfield,— he says, ' we halted 
at Newark to assist the garrison, or rather to give them time to furnish themselves from the country 
with what they wanted, ivhich they were very diligent in doing ; for in two days' time they filled a large 
island which lies under the town, between the two branches of the Trent, with sheep, oxen, cows, and 
horses, an incredible number ; and our affairs now being something desperate, we were not very nice 
in our usage of the country ; for really if it was not with a resolution, both to punish the enemy and 
enrich ourselves, no man can give any rational account why this desperate journey was undertaken. 
It is certain the Newarkers, in the respite they gained by our coming, got above £50,000 from the country 
round them, in corn, cattle, money, and other plunder.' Altogether, the prolific pamphleteer and immortal 
author of ' Robinson Crusoe ' produced a very realistic story of these stirring times." 

" In the same year that he brought out this book [1782], TomHnson printed ' A Reply to a Letter 
Addressed to Dr. Stevenson, of Newark, by Edward Harrison, M.R.M.S.E.' This was an 8vo pamphlet 
of sixty-two pages, and the author was Wm. Stevenson, M.D. There are one or two more books and 
pamphlets by Dr. Stevenson, which were printed by TomHnson about this date. One was ' Cases in 
Medicine ; interspersed with Strictures occasioned by Local Incidents,' a volume of over 200 pages, the 
second edition of which appeared in 1781. The only other book from the press of James Tomlinson of 
any importance is a work on Farriery, published at 5s. 6d., in 1783. The title runs : Every Man his own 
Farrier ; or, The whole Art of Farriery laid open ; containing cures for every disorder that useful Animal, 
a Horse, is incident to. It was written by Francis Clater, ' late Farrier, in Newark,' is an 8vo book of 
176 pages, and contains some very curious recipes. Francis Clater was a farrier of some note, and one or 
two of his works have gone through several editions. In 1785 was established the ' Nottinghamshire 
Association for the Prosecution of Felons,' and in the same year Tomlinson printed, in twenty-two 
pages, quarto, the " Articles and other Proceedings of the Association for Prosectiting Felons for Offences 
committed in the County of Nottingham." It contains a list of 199 subscribers. Of our first printer himself 
all that the writer has been able to glean is that his printing office was situated in Church-street, that he 
himself was a quaint figure in knee-breeches and three-cornered hat, that he habitually carried a gold- 
headed cane, and that his daughter (or grand-daughter) afterwards became Mrs. Tallents." 

" After James Tomlinson, the next Newark printers, to take them in chronological order, were AUin 
and Company, who, in 1787, published a book called ' Principia Botanica ; or, a Concise and easy 
Introduction to the Sexual Botany of LinncBus, etc., etc' This book has no author's name on the title-page, 
but the preface is signed " R.W.D." This was Robert Waring Darwin, of the family of the Darwins of 
Elston, near Newark. He derived his name from his grandmother, who was the heiress of Robert Waring, 
of Wilford, Notts, and by whose marriage with William Darwin the estate of Elston was brought into 
that family. In the closing years of the century John Ridge married William AUin's daughter, Arabella, 
and Allin and Co. soon became AUin and Ridge, which firm, as S. and J. Ridge, S. and C. Ridge, C. J. 
Ridge, and Ridge and Co., have now for over a century been some of our leading Newark printers." 

" Another Newark printer at this time was D. Holt, who was estabhshed first in Bridge-street, where 
he published in 1790 ' The Old and New Charter, Granted to the Town of Newark, by Charles the First and 
Charles the Second, Translated. To which is added a list of the Mayors, etc., etc' This publication is prefaced 
by an ' Account of Newark Castle taken from Thoroton's History of Nottinghamshire,' and is noteworthy 
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as being the first publication relating to the history of the Borough published in the town itself. In 
addition to the Charters and the short account of the Castle, it contains a ' List of the Aldermen ' 
from 1549 to 1625, a ' List of the Mayors ' from 1625 to 1789, a ' Copy of the Form in which the Freedom 
of the Town of Newark was formerly granted,'' a ' Concise Explanation of the Difficult Terms that occur 
in the Charters,' and an ' Index ' to each of the Charters. In the Nottinghamshire Journal for Nov. 27th, 
1790, Holt gives notice of his removal from ' the Dry Bridge ' to Stodman-street, where he took the 
premises since successively occupied in the same trade by the Hages, W. M. Watson, the Tomlinsons, 
and Mr. S. Whiles. Here he pubUshed a paper which he called the ' Newark Herald,' but which had only 
a brief existence, became a politician, was imprisoned, published a ' Vindication of the Conduct and 
Principles of the Printer of the Newark Herald ' (1794) ; a ' Letter to His Grace the Duke of Portland, 
Lord Lieutenant of the County of Nottingham,'' etc., by 'A Nottinghamshire Magistrate' [Wm. Rastall 
Dickinson] (1798), and one or two other pamphlets by the future historian of Newark and Southwell. 
In 1791 Holt had printed ' A Complete Collection of the Papers which were Published on Occasion of the 
Late . . . Election for the Borough of Newark in May and June, 1790,' and he and his successors, 
the Hages, who were also Dickinson's publishers, were the principal printers of the various poll-books, 
political skits, pamphlets, and controversial matter in which the Borough appears to have taken so much 
interest."* 

The offence for which, on July 19th, 1793, Mr. Daniel Holt was indicted at the Notts Assizes, was that 
of republishing a letter by Tom Paine, entitled, " An Address to the Addressers : on a Parliamentary 
Reform," and for issuing a paper entitled, " An address to the tradesmen, artificers, labourers, and other 
inhabitants of the town of Newark : on a Parliamentary Reform." There was nothing in the publications 
which, in these days of liberty and free speech, would arouse much comment, but they were treated so 
seriously in those turbulent times, that Mr. Holt was convicted of an attempt to stir up discontent and 
sedition, and sentenced for the first libel to a fine of £50 and two years' imprisonment, and for the second 
offence to a fine of £50 and two years' further imprisonment, being ordered at the same time to find 
sureties for his good behaviour for five years, himself in £200, and two sureties in £50 each. During the 
first year of his imprisonment at Newgate Mr. Holt issued to the townspeople of Newark his vindication, 
in which he affirmed that reformation, and not revolution, had always been his aim. 

Before the period of Mr. Holt's sentence had expired the agitation for reform became superseded 
by a still more serious cause of excitement. At the beginning of 1794 the French Government threatened 
invasion, and people speedily forgot all about home politics in their eagerness to defend their beloved 
country against a dangerous enemy. A county meeting at Mansfield resolved to raise a regiment of 
cavalry in June, and the Corporation of Newark contributed £100 towards the cost. When the news 
arrived that Admiral Lord Howe, a Notts man, had won a great naval victory on the glorious First of 
June, a Newark society, which had been formed for the relief of the widows and children of soldiers and 
sailors, sent him 50 guineas. A corps of volunteer infantry was raised in the town in September, of which 
Mr. William Handley became captain, Mr. R. Marshall lieutenant, and Mr. E. S. Godfrey ensign, and 
the standards, consisting of a Union Jack given by the Captain, and a local flag with the town arms 
upon it, given by the Mayor, were consecrated at a service in the Parish Church on June 4th, 1795, in 
the presence of the Mayor and Corporation and a crowded congregation. 

To turn for a moment from a record of defensive movements to a consideration of the state of the 
town in other respects, we find an interesting description of Newark in 1795 in a boolc by Mr. F. M. Eden, 
on " The State of the Poor in England." The writer says (Vol. II., pp. 563-573) :— 

* " Newark as a Publishing Town," by T.M.B., revised and reprinted from the " Newark Advertiser," 1898, pp. 4-11. 
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The parish of Newark (May, 1795), contains 800 acres, pop. estimated at 7,000, chiefly tradesmen, innkeepers, and a few 
gentlemen of mdependent fortune. A fourth or fifth Dissenters, Calvinists or Jlethodists, each with a place of worship. 605 houses 
pay wmdow tax, about 500 exempt. Cotton manufacture is the principal business. A mill for making cotton thread for stockings 
employs about 300 hands, chiefly women and children. They earn is. to 5s. a week. A canal in the neighbourhood has lately 
occasioned a great demand for men in various branches of work, they receive 2S. each a day and 3 pints of beer. There are 
several considerable breweries in Newark. 

Prices of provisions, beef and mutton, sd. to 5 Jd. the lb., bacon 8d., butter 7d.— 8d., flour 2s. 6d. to 2s. lod. the stone, very 
little oatmeal used, potatoes 7d. peck, milk 2d. quart, barley 40s. and 42s. the quarter, malt 54s.— 56s. There are 49 ale houses ; 
10 Friendly Societies with 800 members, the principal one held at the White Hart. 

The 39 rules of this Society were confirmed at the Quarter Sessions in Nov., 1794. Rent of land near Nk. 15s. to £6 an acre, 
average £2 2s. Tithes generally in kind ; land-tax ^^463 3s. Poor maintained partly at their own homes, partly at a workhouse. 
Number of paupers in workhouse 54, of whom 20 under 15. 10 of the children work at the cotton mill lately erected here, the 
other paupers are employed in such work as suits them in different parts of the town, grown people are allowed 2d. in the shilling 
from their earnings. Children have no regular perquisites, but are now and then paid a halfpenny, etc. The badge appointed 
by the Act of King William is worn by the paupers of the parish ; it was laid aside a few years ago, but the Poor having increased 
very much it was resumed last year, and several persons have now declined asking for relief. The Workhouse here is one of 
the very best in England, it is sufficiently capacious and well aired ; the men are lodged on one side and the women on the other ; 
2, 3, 4, or 5 beds (some of chaff, but mostly of feathers), are in each room ; the house is well supplied with vegetables from 
a good garden, and in all respects it exhibits a degree of comfort and cleanliness that is seldom to be met with. A few apart- 
ments rather neater than the rest are appointed for the reception of such persons as have been unfortunately precipitated from 
an easy station in life to the humiliating condition of subsisting on a parochial allowance, and their situation receives every 
attention-that humanity can dictate. About ;£i4o was collected last winter from voluntary subscriptions for the relief of the poor. 

The condition of the poor at this time was indeed deplorable. The war raised the price of wheat 
by rapid stages to over £5 a quarter, and the want of the common necessaries of life led the starving 
masses in many localities to adopt lawless measures. In Newark a large mob, consisting mostly of women, 
made a rush for a cargo of wheat lying at the wharf, and seized fifteen sacks. The Deputy-Mayor called 
out the volunteers, who guarded the boat from further attack and re-captured the booty, while the 
Town Clerk read out the Riot Act. The King was assailed on his way to Parliament, and a shot broke 
the window of the State carriage. His Majesty's fortunate escape from peril drew forth a shower of 
congratulatory addresses, Newark adopting one at a meeting of the Corporation on Nov. 19th, in which 
they expressed their detestation of the outrage perpetrated at a time when the King was " about to 
exercise one of the functions of our valuable constitution." 

In all patriotic movements and expressions of feeling throughout this trying period Newark loyally 
participated. When the public credit was assailed at the beginning of 1797, and a financial panic was 
imminent, a crowded meeting at the Town Hall, under the chairmanship of Mr. Thomas Spragging 
(Mayor), pledged itself to support the local banks, and to continue to take their notes as usual. As 
Bonaparte continued to menace the shores of England, large sums were raised for home defence. The 
members for Newark gave ^100 each, and the Corporation, at a meeting on Feb. 9th, 1798, voted another 
;fioo and £50 annually during the war, " the allowance to the Mayor for feasts to be suspended during 
that period." On April 13th a further £100 was subscribed to the Newark Volunteer Infantry. In 'August 
came the news of the great victory of Nelson at the battle of the Nile, and, shortly after, of Sir John 
Warren's defeat of the Brest squadron, the town on both occasions giving itself up to great rejoicings, 
amid brilliant illuminations, there being " some charming transparencies that had a most beautiful 
effect." 

Throughout 1800 high prices and general distress continued, but there came at length a change for 
the better. A good harvest in 1801 brought bread down to ii^d., instead of double that sum, and on 
Oct. 3rd the welcome news reached Newark of the conclusion of peace preliminaries, whereupon the 
Volunteers fired nine volleys in the Market Place, and drank the toast of " Peace with all Europe, and 
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God bless the King." The Newark troop of Yeomanry offered to continue their services, and the King, 
through Lord Hobart, in a letter to Lieut.-Col. Eyre, thanked the troop for their " handsome and public 
spirited offer." The Peace of Amiens on March 25th, 1802, pnt an end to hostilities, but in about a year 
after they were renewed, and the patriotic spirit burst out again with still greater vigour. At 
Newark, when the people were called together to form a new Volunteer corps, no less than 900 promptly 
enrolled their names. An offer to raise eight companies was accepted, and on Nov. T7th, 1803, the men 
were reviewed by Lieut.-Col. Kane. In April, 1804, the " Loyal Newark Volunteers," to the number of 
538, marched to Retford on permanent duty, and on returning on May 8th, were joined by the Newark 
Yeomanry, 300 of the Southwell Volunteers, and 160 of the Trent Vale. In the Market Place, 1,098 men 
were thus gathered together. Colours were presented to the Newark Volunteers on August 30th by Mrs. 
Thoroton, and Col. Thoroton, the Col.-Commandant, on receiving them, said the sentiment of each and 
all was " to conquer or die in their defence." Col. Thoroton had with him Thomas Bradshaw as Lieut.-Col. 
Amongst the officers were the Handleys, Dyson, Bland, Snart, Moor, Foster, Smith, Speechly, Congreve, 
Tallents, Fillingham, Readett, Jalland, Becket, Kercheval, Sudbury, Godfrey, Caparn, Bridges (adjutant), 
Wm. Thompson (surgeon), and Rev. Joshua Brooke, curate of the parish (chaplain). The entire force 
numbered about 600. The Volunteers were again marched to Retford on permanent duty for fourteen 
days in 1805, to Lincoln in 1807, and to Mansfield in 1808. The Newark troop of Yeomanry was marched 
to Worksop June 5th, 1805, on permanent duty for eight days. 

We get a view of Newark at the commencement of the 19th century in the pages of Dickinson's 
History. It appears, from the census taken in the year 1802, that the inhabitants then amounted to 
about 7,000. " At the south end of the town, on the confines of the borough," says the writer, " is a 
cotton mill of considerable size, from which a great number of the poor derive employment. At the north 
end, in the ancient hamlet of Northgate, is a very large brewery, at which a great trade was long carried 
on with the northern parts of Europe, till such a duty was imposed on the importation of British beer 
bj' the Russian Government as to almost amount to a prohibition. Since that event the proprietors have 
cultivated a trade at home with no less assiduity and success. Coals and corn are here among the principal 
articles of traffic. The counties of Nottingham, Lincoln, Derby, Stafford, Chester, Warwick, and part of 
York are chiefly supplied with malt made in this town and in this immediate vicinity. Within the last 
few years two very considerable establishments have been made for the weaving and bleaching of coarse 
linens, both of which are in the hands of enterprising men and in a thriving condition. An infant manu- 
factory for sail-cloth and sacking also bids fair to augment the commerce of the place, and the wealth 
of the proprietors." 

It was at this time that the press of Newark issued its most famous product. Byron, while staying 
with his mother at Southwell, entrusted his first little book to a firm of Newark printers, and so the 
town became linked with the fame and literary fortunes of one of our most popular and distinguished poets. 
Mr. Blagg writes, in his " Newark as a Pubhshing Town " :— 

The first volume of poems which Byron ever published was privately printed by S. and J. Ridge, of Newark, in 1806. It 
is a quarto book of 66 pages. It has no title-page, properly so called, only a fly-title, " Fugitive Pieces." It contains' the following 
dedication :-" To those Friends at whose request they were printed, for whose amusement or approbation they are solely intended ; 
these trifles are respectfully dedicated, by the Author." Byron wrote as preface to this volume :-" As these Poems are never 
intended to meet the public eye, no apology is necessary for the form in which they now appear. They are printed merely for 
the perusal of a few friends to whom they are dedicated ; who will look upon them with indulgence ; and as most of them were 
composed between the age of i; and 17, their defects will be pardoned or forgotten, in the youth and inexperience of the Writer." 
The whole volume contains some 38 pieces-poems and translations-of which two, viz., " To Caroline " and " To Mary " together 
with the last SIX stanzas of the lines " To Miss E. P. [To Eliza]," have never been republished in any edition of Byron's works. 
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untU the new edition published by Mr. Murray this year, in which the first and last appear. The poem " To Mary," for which 
the book was suppressed, has never been re-printed except in the facsimile of 1886. Of those which did afterwards appear in 
the public editions several were greatly altered. . 

We know, however, that though this was the first volume of Lord Byron's poems which Ridge produced, he had before this 
printed several separate poems for his lordship. For instance, the volume "Fugitive Pieces" did not appear until Ncwember. 
1806. whereas in August of that year Byron sent Miss Pigot, of Southwell, a printed copy of the poem quoted above, and 
his letter to her, which is dated August loth, says :— " I presume the printer has brought you the offspring of my poetic 
Remember in the first line to read ' loud the winds whistle," instead of ' round,' which that blockhead Ridge has inserted by 
mistake, and makes nonsense of the whole stanza." The same day he wrote also to Mr. Pigot :— " This astonishing packet 
will doubtless amaze you ; but having an idle hour this evening, I wrote the enclosed stanzas, which I request you to deliver 
to Ridge to be printed separate from my other compositions, as you will perceive them to be improper for the perusal of ladies ; 
of course, none of the females of your family may see them." And a few days later he sends a second letter to Mr. Pigot, enclosing 
some more MS. verses, and says :— " ^^'ill you desire Ridge to suspend the printing of my poems till he hears further from me. 



m 
mania. 



as I have determined to give them a 
new form entirely. This prohibition 
does not extend to the two last pieces I 
have sent with my letters to you." 
Immediately after this, however, 
Byron, after a more than usually 
severe quarrel witli his mother, left 
Southwell and went first to London 
and then to Worthing. He seems 
now to have been exceedingly anxious 
to destroy these early printed pieces 
of his. these now extinct products of 
the Newark Press, which no living 
person has ever seen ; for he writes 
from Worthing to Mr. Pigot : — " My 
poetics you will pack up for the same 
place, and not even reserve a copy for 
yourself or sister, as I am about to 
give them an entire new form. When 
they are complete you shall have the 
first fruits. Mrs. B. [his mother] is 
on no account to see or touch them." 
And, again, only eight days after- 
wards, he reiterates his request to 
Mr. Pigot — " I wish you to send my 
poems to my lodging in London 
immediately, as I have several altera- 
tions and some additions to make ; 
every copy must be sent, as I am 




MR. JOHN RIDGE.* 
(Byron's First Publisher.) 



about to amend them, and you shall 
soon behold them in all their glory." 
It was, then, in November of this 
same year [1806] that his first 
volume, " Fugitive Pieces," was 
issued. The first copy of the book 
was sent to the Rev. John Thomas 
Becher, Prebendary of Southwell 
Minster, who objected to the too 
voluptuous colouring of one of the 
poems, and remonstrated with the 
poet in verse. The consequence of 
this was that Byron, with a fine act 
of self-sacrifice, and showing the 
generous pliabihty of his nature at 
this time, recalled tlie whole impres- 
sion, over which he had bestowed 
such loving pains, and burnt the 
copies in Mr. Becher's presence. 
Two, or perhaps three, were all that 
escaped, one of which had been sent 
to Mr. Pigot, at that time residing 
in Edinburgh, and one Mr. Becher 
kept himself. The former copy, 
with "J. M. Pigot " inscribed in 
the poet's handwriting, passed into 
the possession of his friend's sister. 
Miss Pigot, of Southwell, who 
bequeathed it, with other relics of 



the poet, to Mrs. Webb, of Newstead Abbey, where it now rests. This copy is imperfect, eight pages at the end being 
missing, and two leaves in the centre (pp. 17-20) having also been removed. These pages contained the poem, of fourteen stanzas 
(the translator of Karl Elze's " Life of B)Ton," says sixteen !) to which Mr. Becher objected. It is called simply " To Mary ; " 
" to that naughty Mary," as Miss Pigot writes in a note accompanying the Newstead copy, " to whom these lines were written 
which excited such a commotion in the State and were the reason of this edition being put into the fire." They consist merely 
of some amatory verses in the style of Moore's " Poems by Thomas Little,'' which, as Byron says in a letter to Moore, " I knew 
by heart in 1803, being then in my fifteenth summer. Heigho ! I believe all the mischief I have ever done or sung has been 
owing to that confounded book of yours ! " The Becher copy of this book is quite perfect, and remained in the possession of 
the Southwell family until comparatively recent years. The late Major Becher, however, sold it some years ago, and after a 
romantic career, in which it passed through several hands, it came into the possession of Mr. H. Buxton Forman, amongst whose 
most cherished treasures it now is. In 1886 one hundred copies of it in exact facsimile were printed at the Chiswick Press for 
private circulation. 

Immediately after the suppression of this quarto edition of 1806, Byron, still desirous of authorship and wishing doubtless 
to compensate his friends for the copies he had destroyed, prepared and issued another. This was a small octavo volume, which 

■* From the original by Sir Martin Shee, in the possession of Mrs. Appleby. 
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■was printed by the Ridges, in January, 1807. It was entitled " Poems on Various Occasions," has, on the title-page, the quotation 
from Horace, " Virginibus Puerisque Canto," and the date, MDCCCVII., in Roman numerals. Only 100 copies were printed. 
It contains pages 11 and 144, and is composed of 48 poems, 36 of the original Fugitive Pieces and 12 new ones. The preface, 
which is dated December 23, 1806, runs as follows : — " The only Apology necessary to be adduced, in extenuation of any errors 
in the following collection, is that the author has not yet completed his nineteenth year." An early copy was sent to his friend, 
Mr. Pigot, at Edinburgh, for in a letter to that gentleman, dated January 13, 1807, the young poet says : — " With this epistle 
you will receive a copy of all my ' Juvenilia ' published since your departure ; it is of a considerably greater size than the copy 
in your possession, which I beg you will destroy, as the present one is much more complete. That unlucky poem to my poor 
Mary has been the cause of some animadversion from ladies in years. I have not printed it in this collection, in consequence 
of my being pronounced a most profligate sinner, in short a young Moore. . . . This volume is vastly correct and miraculously 
chaste." How anxious Byron still seems for his friend to destroy his copy of the " Fugitive Pieces," which, however, he never 
did. The manuscript insertions in the Newstead and Becher copies of this second edition enable us to identify some of the " fair 
deities " who inspired these effusions. The heroine of the poem on the stray pistol shot that hissed too near " her lovelv head " 
and to whom also two of the occasional poems, published for the first time in Lockhart's edition of " Byron's Poetical Works " 
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were addressed, was Ann, 
daughter of the Rev. Henry 
Houson, of Southwell. She 
afterwards married the Rev. 
Luke Jackson, and is, strange 
coincidence, buried in Hucknall 
Torkard Church, not far from 
the body of her boyish 
admirer. 

The " Poems on Various 
Occasions " drew forth very 
favourable criticisms from the 
Scotch literati, notably from 
Lord Woodhouselee and Mr. 
Henry Mackenzie, the author 
of " The Man of FeeUng." 
These notices so encouraged 
Byron that he immediately 
decided to launch out into a 
public edition, and writes to 
his friend Bankes : " Contrary 
to my former intention, I am 
now preparing a volume for 
the public at large; my 
amatory pieces will be ex- 
changed, and others substituted 
in their place. The whole will 
Several pieces in the " Poems on Various Occasions 
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be considerably enlarged, and 
will appear at the latter end 
of May, 1807." As a matter 
of fact, however, the volume 
did not appear until July, but 
still only six months after the 
" Poems on Various Occasions." 
This was the famous "Hours 
of Idleness." The full title is 
" Hours of Idleness ; a Series 
of Poems, original and trans- 
lated. By George Gordon, Lord 
Byron, a Minor. Newark : S. 
and J. Ridge, i&oy." Bentley's 
' ' Monthly Literary Advertiser " 
for August lo, 1807, advertises 
the book as " crown 8vo. 6s., 
boards." 

The " Hours of Idleness " 
differs considerably from the 
privately printed volume 
which preceded it. It num- 
bers 187 pages, and contains 
39 poems. Of these, 19 first 
appeared in Fugitive Pieces, 
and 8 in Poems on Various 
Occasions, and 12 were new. 
are excluded from this, the public edition. As Byron intimated in his 




RIDGE S PREMISES IN BYRON'S TIME. 



Also of especial interest 
The " Childish Recollections " 



letter to Bankes, quoted above, several of those to the " fair deities" we have heard of were omitted, while, on the other hand, 
many additions are made, notably " Oscar of Alva," the first of his poetic tales, and " Loch-na-Gar 
are the stanzas addressed to " M." (Mary Ann Chaworth, better known as " Byron's Mary.") 
are also expanded from 252 to 422 lines. . 

D.r,t? T' " ''/""."V''''""' " ^°"' ^y"^"" '"'^' *°"''*^^" y^^"^^ '^t^^ ■-" F°^ ^ ^^^ to become a poet, witness Petrarch and 

what the reviewers may say, are as good as any I ever produced." 

was wmentSh^^r" was preparing the second public edition of his poems that the scathing article on the " Hours of Idleness " 

^ZtZTmsSen^^^V° "T *'' ""' '""^'°' ^^*'^^ '" °"^ language-the " Fnglisk Bards and ScotcH Re^ie^ersJ' 

Wr tmg to his fnend Mr. Becher. who was carrying the new edition through the press, he says, " I am of so much importance, 

o! a fricTdtho hTs 1 '^ ^T'J '"' "*^ ''^ '"' "'"* """"^"^ °* *'^ ' ^'^^""^^^'^ ^^^'°-' This I had on the authority 

famou Trtn T 1! '' — -Pt °f the critique." Though the second edition had been called for before that 

reled TheTtr'f ; J T" i^""^ ^"''"''' '" '''"^' ''°'' '' '°^^ ='^"^'^'^^"* ^^^^ °^ ^^^ punishment he had there 

received. The title of this second public edition is " Poems. Original and Translated. By George Gordon, Lord Byron " The 

M^nor of the first disappears in the second edition. The long preface, too, some of the expressions of which had pointed 
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the sarcasm of that article, is omitted ; and for the first time his poems made their appearance without any intimation from 
the author of his juvenility. ... 

Between March, 1808, and March, 1809, Byron was bending the whole force of his mind to the composition of " English 
Bards and Scotch Reviewers.- As he was residing at Newstead during the composition of this incomparable satire he offered 
the publication of it to his usual publisher. Ridge. Mr. Ridge, however, fearing libel, and acting on the advice of Benjamin 
Crosby, his London agent, declmed the offer, as also did Longmans, and it was finally published by James Cawthorn, T. Collins 
being the printer. 

Other interesting details of Byron and his Newark printer, for whom he always entertained a 
feehng of genuine esteem, are given in Mr. Blagg's useful and well-written book, and the subject 
has also been dealt with at some length in " The Annals " (pp. 257-263). During his visits to Newark 
the young poet stayed at the Kingston (now the Clinton) Arms. 

To return to the record of public events. When Parliament closed in the summer of 1809, it was 
announced that the resistance in Spain against the usurpation and tyranny of the French Government 
had awakened in other nations of Europe a determination to check, by a new effort, the continued and 
increasing encroachments on their safety and independence. The battle of Talavera, which gained for 
Sir Arthur Wellesley the immortal name of Wellington, was won in July. The prospects were thus improving 
a little as the Jubilee of George the Third approached, but there was no likelihood of a speedy 
termination of the war. Trade languished, and food continued dear. At Newark market the prices were 
as follows :— Wheat, 92s. to iios. per qr. ; rye, 60s. ; barley, 50s. to 69s. ; oats, 32s. to 38s. ; beans, 
64s. to 68s. This country, surrounded by difficulties and dangers, and perpetually menaced by its 
great enemy, was fighting its way through the gloom in which all Europe was enshrouded by the Peninsular 
War. It had effected great achievements, and in the intervals between the battles it cheerfully turned 
aside from watching the progress of military expeditions to rejoice at the fiftieth anniversary of the 
accession to the throne of the aged monarch. On October 25th there were great rejoicings throughout 
the country, and Newark participated largely in the festivities. The following address was sent up from 
the Borough to the king : — 

We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects The Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and inhabitants of the borough of Newark- 
upon-Trent, in the County of Nottingham participating in the general joy which your Majesty's entrance into the fiftieth year of your 
reign has diffused amongst all ranks of our fellow subjects beg to renew to your Majesty the assurance of our affectionate and 
inviolable attachment to your Majesty's person and Government. Sensible how much we owe to Divine Providence for the 
preservation of your Majesty's health and for the many blessings we enjoy under your Majesty's auspicious rule, we offer to 
your Majesty on this joyful occasion the respectful homage of our attachment to a monarch who, preserving undiminished the 
glorious fabric of an excellent constitution amid thevireck and desolation of other Governments, has at the same time recommended 
and enforced by his example the essential virtues of private life. That your Majesty may long live to enjoy the well earned 
and lasting affection of your subjects and to continue to dispense the blessings of a reign unexampled in the just, equitable, 
and mild administration of the laws is our hearty prayer, confident that the life of your Majesty is closely connected with the 
happiness and prosperity of your people. 

In the same paper that records these loyal utterances expressed in the elaborate and rotund sentences 
peculiar to addresses of this description, we find the following balance sheet of the committee appointed 
by the subscribers of the fund raised at Newark for commemorating the Jubilee : — 

Creditor. 
By cash for 2,941 loaves at 13d. each . . 
By ditto to 1, 120 persons drinking the King's 

health at i s. each . . 
By ditto for 189 gallons of ale given in the 

Market Place 
By ditto for coal for bonfire 
By ditto for candles 
By ditto for music at the public dinner 
By ditto for expenses of the artillery . . 
By printing, stationery and advertising 
By ditto for 200 tons of coal at 14s. per ton 

to be distributed at Xmas . . 
By balance in hand 

£433 7 o 



Debtor. 


i 


s. d. 


To amount of subscriptions 


.. 411 


^ 6 


Surplus profit on the Ball 


22 


3 6 



£ 


s. 


d. 
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Mhile food was thus plentifully distributed to the poor, a numerous party dmed at the Town Hall 
after attending service at the Church. 

In 1811 as the scarcity of money continued, tokens were issued. " A token in money is vulgarly 
understood to be a coin issued by a private mdividual above its real value, but intrinsically a guarantee 
of the good faith of the issuer that he will pay the nommal value when demanded." Boyne records a 
single Newark silver token for one shilling, having a view of the Town Hall, 181 1, on one side, and on 
thc^ other "The current value payable m cash notes. T. Stansall, Chas. Moor, Richd. Fisher, \\m. 
FiUmgham, Wm. Readett. and T. Wilson." There was a copper token issued in 181 1 by the same 
guarantors. It had a representation of the Castle in the centre, and was inscribed " Newark token 
for one penny." Of Newark copper tokens, halfpennies and farthings of a previous century, Boyne 
registers sixteen, dated 1657-69, and Williamson's edition brings the number up to twenty-two. The 
tokens bore the names of Alvey. Burnett, Cam, apothecary, Clarke, Girton, Glover, Goddard, Grant, 
Lambe, Newham, Sliipman. Whitton. Wilson. Featley, and Cooling.* Lambe's halfpenny is inscribed, 
" Noe want where 
these are," a 
dated 1667. 



id is 
A 

Ceimm was ;\Ia\()r 
in 1647, a New- 
liam in 1656, a 
Girton in 1680, a 
Clark in 1688, an 
.\h'ev in 1692 and 
1705. Newhams, 
Cams, Clarkes, 
and Girtons are 
all buried in the 
church. 
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came at last. The 
ambition of 
Napoleon had 
received many 
checks, and on 
the 4th of April, 
1814. he abdica- 
ted, and retired 
to Elba. On the 
23rd of the same 
month a conven- 
tion was signed 
in Paris, by 
w h i c h it ^\■ a s 
stipulated that 
a 1 1 hostihties 
should cease, that 



The end of 
til e great \\" a r 

the foreign armies should evacuate French territorx', and that the boundaries of France sliould be the same 
as on the January rst, 1792. \Micn the intelligence reached England, the nation became almost frantic 
with joy. In (■\'ery town and village the event was gladly celebrated. On Thursday evening, June 9th, 
there \\'as a general illumination throughout Newark, \\'hich drew together the largest concourse of 
people that had been seen in the town for years. On Friday a ball was held, which was attended by 
upwards of 300 persons. On Saturday there was a dinner at the Town Hall, and ordinaries at several 
public-houses. Two bullocks and 28 sheep were roasted in different parts of the town, four hogsheads 
of ale given away in the Market Place, and £200 distributed amongst the labouring classes, to enable 
them to regale themselves at tln/ir homes. In the evening there were brilliant illuminations. Eleven 
months after Napoleon returiU'd, and received his final and complete discomfiture on the fields of 
Waterloo. 



The conclusion of the Avar led to the disembodiment of the Militia, the commander-in-chief offering, 
at the same time, " his best acknowledgments for the zeal and perseverance with which they had, during 

* The best local authority was the late Mr. Jolm Toplis, who bequeathed his unique collection of tokens to the Nottingham 
Castle Museum. Vide art. on Tradesmen's Tolveus in Mr. Briscoe's " Bypaths of Xotts Histor\-," pp. 73-9. 
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a long and eventful war, shared with the regular army in every military duty which had fallen within 
their province." The Notts Militia, who were then at Norman Cross Barracks, left for Newarlv on 
July 25th, and were disbanded on August 5th and 6th, after about eleven and a half years of active 
service. Shortly after the disembodiment the special thanks of the Government were conveyed to the 
officers and men " for their excellent conduct on every occasion." It is difficult to over-rate the value 
of the services which the Militia rendered to tlieir country at a most critical period. Whole regiments, 
like the Sherwood Foresters, volunteered for active service against the enemy, and some few regiments 
actually did ser\'e in the provisional battalions in the Peninsula. 

Towards the latter end of 1816 the Luddite outrages \\-liich had for some time disturbed and alarmed 

A large 



the ;\lidland counties, 
reached to such a pitch of 
violence and audacitv, that 
fears were entertained lest 
an attempt sliould be made 
to attack the stores in the 
To\\-n Hall, Newark, and 
to carry off some of the 
arms and accoutrements 
belonging to the Royal 
Sherwood Foresters. The 
adjutant, Capt. Barth, 
accordingly issued orders 
on November i3tli that 
the whole of the permanent 
staff sliould parade at four 
o'clock each evening at the 
Market Place, fully armed 
and accoutred, and that at 
five o'clock a guard con- 
sisting of four non-commis- 
sioned officers and one 
drummer should be 
mounted at the stores, in 



the Towai Hall. 
quantity of ball cartridge 
was served out to the staff, 
and the precautions were 
for some time vigilantly 
maintained.* 

During the winters of 
1816 and 1819 there was 
mucli distress, and sub- 
stantial sums were raised 
for the relief of the poor. 

In 1820 (January 29th) 
the long and eventful reign 
of Tjeorge III. came to a 
close, and, the (Corporation 
of Newark being desirous 
of showing every mark of 
respect to the memory of 
the deceased monarch, it 
was resolved at a meeting 
on the 4th of February 
" that the maces and the 
corporation seat m tlie church be put in mourning, and that the beadle be also put in mourning, and 
that if his late .Majesty's funeral shall remain fixed for Wednesday the i6th inst., or any other 
Wednesday, the mayor be requested to give notice of holding the market of that week on the preceding 
day, that the day of interment maybe observed with the solemnity suitable to that mournful occasion." 
It was also resolved " that the mayor do request the officiating minister of the parish to perform divine 
service on that day, that the corporation do attend in procession from the town-hall, and that the 
sermon be preached by the Rev J. B. Wittenoom." It was further agreed " that tlie mayor publish 
a handbill requesting that the shops in the town be closed during the wliole of fine day of interment " ; 
a request that was duly complied with. 

that tlie mavor and aldermen do meet in tlieir gowns, 




KIKK (.ATE IX THE COACHIXI, DAYS. 



On the loth February it was resolved 

* " Historical Record oJ tlie Sliurwood Foresters, 



by Capt. A. E. Lawsoii Lowe, p. 47. 
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attended by all the mayor's officers and constables, on the following day, to proclaim his Majesty 
King George IV." It was decided "that four dozen of wine be ordered for the purpose of drinking the 
king's health out of the gold cup, that six half-hogsheads of ale be distributed to the populace, and one 
shilling each allowed to the constables who attend, and a guinea to the mayor's officers, to drink His 
Majesty's health." Subsequently a public meeting was held, when an address to his Majesty was 
passed, expressing attachment to the throne, and a iirm determination to support the laws and consti- 
tution of the country. 

The rejoicings and festivities on the day of the coronation of George IV. (July igth, 1821) were 
generally participated in by all classes. In the morning the corporation, preceded by the children of the 
National Schools, went in procession to church, where prayers were read and an excellent discourse 
delivered by the Rev. William Bartlett, the vicar, to a crowded congregation. After divine service, 
the different committees of management repaired to their respective streets to superintend the prepara- 
tion of the repast, which had been provided by public subscription, for the poor inhabitants, and at one 
o'clock upwards of 5,000 men, women, and children sat down to a plentiful dinner of plum-pudding, 
beef, mutton, and ale. At three o'clock an excellent dinner was served at the town-hall for the gentle- 
men of the town and neighbourhood, and the Newark troop of Yeomanry Cavalry, who had been invited 
to join on this loyal occasion. Upwards of 250 gentlemen sat down to dinner. The utmost conviviality 
prevailed duiing the whole of the evening, and some of the party did not separate until three o'clock 
in the morning. On the following evening there was a ball at the town-hall, which was largely attended, 
and other public demonstrations of joy took place in various parts of the borough. Writing in the 
"Newark Advertiser," of July 4th, 1894, Mr. R. Wand, of Grantham, says : — " In Carter Gate, opposite 
to Mr. Dyson's Wall, when King George IV. was crowned, there was great rejoicing, and a long table was 
placed in the street with a great dinner. Drybridge was very narrow — only one cart could enter at 
once on the Carter Gate side. The buildings projected over at the top a great deal. I have seen 
Mill Gate barricaded in the time of the cholera." 

Newark at this time supported a theatre, described as "a plain, neat building," which had been 
erected in 1774 in Middle Gate by Mr. J. Brough. Within its walls the famous Charles Kean and many 
artistes appeared, who rose to considerable eminence in the theatrical world. Miss Foote, from the Theatres 
Royal, Covent Garden, and Drury Lane, made her first appearance at the Theatre, Newark, on Monday, 
January 14th, 1828, and two following nights (the last nights of the season). The pieces produced on 
the Monday were "The Belle's Stratagem" with Miss Foote as Letitia Hardy, other characters being 
played by Mr. W. Robertson, and Mr. and Mrs. Chippendale. The concluding piece was " The Weather- 
cock," with an additional scene written expressly to introduce Miss Foote as a Flemish Peasant, in 
which character she sang the last new song of " Buy a Broom." Mr. Shilton, writing in 1829, says, " A 
company of comedians under the management of Mr. T. Robertson which takes the circuit of Grantham, 
Boston, Lincoln, etc., performs here about six weeks in November and December. The theatre is now 
the property of the Rev. Dr. Fynes and the Rev. Dr. Staunton, to whom it descended in right of their 
wives, daughters of the original proprietor." 

The building containing the Stock Library and News Room was the valuable gift of Lord Middleton 
in 1828. The extension of the Library to Church Street was brought about in 1861 by the subscriptions 
of shareholders, aided by some outside donations. The architect was Mr. Charles Baily. At an earlier 
date there appears to have been a News Room at the west corner of the Market Place, next Stodman 
Street. 
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In September, 1829, the Duke of Wellington slept at the Clinton Arms, Newark, on his way to 
Doncaster races. The " Nottingham Review " says " he was accompanied by his valet only. His 
Grace looked remarkably well. Many of the inhabitants came round his carriage to pay their respects 
to him." Another distinguished visitor was Lord Chancellor Brougham, who stayed at the Clinton Arms, 
December 24th, 1830. 

During the winter of 1829-30 there was again great distress. A subscription list was started at 
Newark for the relief of the poor, the Duke of Newcastle and Lord Middleton each contributing £100. 
It was agreed that beef be purchased and re-sold at i-Jd. per lb., and flour be purchased and resold at 
8d. per stone. The subscriptions exceeded £800, and during one week in January (1830) 885 families 
were relieved. 

The proclamation of King William IV. took place at Newark on July 9th, 1830. The procession 
moved from the Town Hall at 3 p.m. in the following order : — The choristers of the church in their 
white gowns, with the parish clerk, all singing " God Save the King ! " ; the chief constable, the constables 
two and two ; the mace bearer, the Mayor, the Aldermen two and two in their robes, the Town Clerk 
in his gown, the Vicar with the clergymen of the town not robed, the jailer, tradesmen of the town, 
two and two. A great crowd followed. After His Majesty had been proclaimed in the Market Place, 
Beaumond Cross, Hill end, Beast Market, and To^vn Hall, the people each time giving three cheers, the 
loving cup was brought out for the Mayor and Aldermen to drink his health, after which it was handed 
round to the people in the room. 

In August, 1831, the Newark navigation was stopped for a few days in order to lengthen the lock. 
The " Review " says, " On Wednesday last when it was re-opened no less than 72 boats passed through 
on that day, each boat burden averaging 25 tons, so that 1,800 tons of goods were carried through the 
lock in one day." 

The Coronation festivities took place on Thursday, September 9th, 1831, when the shops were closed, 
the bells rung, the poor regaled, a good supper provided for men at the different publichouses, and 
tickets value is. 6d. each given to the wives. 

The introduction of gas to supersede the oil lamps took place in 1832. A meeting was held at the 
Clinton Arms Hotel on July 13th, in that year, under the presidency of Mr. Wm. Parker, Mayor, when 
it was resolved " that this meeting is of opinion that it would prove a public advantage to the town 
of Newark to establish a gas, light, and coke company for lighting by contract the streets, inns, shops, 
private houses, and other buildings with gas. The capital of such company to be divided into 500 shares 
of ;£io, no person holding more than twenty shares." A provisional committee was formed to establish 
the Company, and on August nth, 1832, the first Board of Directors was appointed as follows :— The 
Mayor (Mr. W. Parker), Mr. Aid. Dyson, Mr. Aid. Thorpe, Messrs. J. Handley, J. B. Lawton, Collins, 
Gillson, C. J. Ridge, Drury, Bousfield, and James Thorpe, junr. Mr. E. S. Godfrey was appointed 
treasurer, and Mr. Jno. Would Lee, solicitor, secretary. Arrangements were made by the new Company 
whereby they agreed to light 114 street lamps for the sum of £285. The construction of works was 
at once proceeded with in Barnby Gate, and the first stone of the retort house was laid on August 23rd 
by Mr. Parker. A portion of the town was supplied with gas on December 21st of the same year, and 
the first annual report shows that the cost of the original works was close upon £5,000. The receipts 
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for the first half year were £510 6s. iid., and the disbursements £134 13s. 4^d. less than that amount. 
At the close of the year £5 per cent, was paid on the shares, and a balance of £442 i8s. lod. carried 
forward. From that time to this the Company has prospered, and has on several occasions enlarged 
its works to meet the growing requirements of the Borough. 

Other events to be noted ere we arrive at Victoria's golden days are the following : — The opening of 
the Bowling Green in 1809 ; of the Mechanics' Institution in 1836 ; the Mount National School for girls 
in 1826 (and for boys in 1838) ; and the Independent Chapel, Lombard Street, in 1822. The Roman 
Catholic Church was built in 1836, and consecrated July 2nd, 1837. It is dedicated to the Holy Trinity. 
In 1818 the number of boats that passed through the lock at Newark was 6,650. The population in 
1821 was 8,084, and in 1831 it was 9,957. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The Town in 1837— Interesting Reminiscences— An Age of Progress— Railways Opened- Corn Exchange 
Built— Visit of the Queen and Prince Consort— Peace Rejoicings— Kelham Hall Burnt— The 
Volunteer Movement Extraordinary Tornado— Great Railway Accident— A Memorable Flood- 
New Hospital Built— The Ossington Coffee Palace Founded— The Free Library Opened— New 
Market Hall— The Castle Gardens— New Cattle Market— The Queen's Jubilee— School of Art 
Built — The Diamond Jubilee — Newark and the Boer War— Return of the Militia and Volunteers — 
A Terrific Storm — Death of Queen Victoria — Proclamation of King Edward VH. —Coronation 
Rejoicings 

The Victorian era did not open very auspiciously. An outbreak of influenza had swept over the 
country early in 1837, and caused much suffering and death. Along with this painful malady there 
was commercial and agricultural depression. Great bodies of workmen were unemployed during 
the summer, especially in the Midland counties. Public meetings were convened at Birmingham and 
other leading towns to consider the best means of relieving the distress. At Manchester fifty thousand 
men stood idle, and at Nottingham, according to a paragraph in the Nottingham Review, the number of 
men employed by pubKc subscription on the roads was nearly a thousand. We have had to quote from 
the Nottingham Review, because at that time there was no Newark paper. Such Newark news as is obtain- 
able has to be gleaned mainly from the Nottingham Press, and it is very fragmentary and insufficient. It is 
not until 1852, when the Newark Advertiser started, that a more regular and satisfactory record of local 
events can be; secured. We know that Newark had its share in the difficulties and distresses 
which characterised the earlier months of 1837. They were, however, relieved by many satisfactory in- 
cidents. The religious communities were active, and a spirit of liberality prevailed. The opening year 
of the Queen's reign saw the completion of Christ Church, at a cost of £3,000, which was raised by sub- 
scription, and it also witnessed the erection of the Roman Catholic Church in Parliament Street largely 
through the energy of Dr. Waterworth, a writer of repute amongst the Roman Catholic community, 
who died at the Old Hall in Millgate in 1876. A reference to the minute book of the Corporation shows 
that one of the main topics before the Council was the development of the railway system. Newark, 
which had been a great coaching centre, was fully alive to the advantages to be derived from quick transit, 
and we find the Council petitioning in February, 1837, in favour of a railway proposed to be constructed 
from Manchester to join the Derby and Birmingham Railway at Tamworth, and to be called the 
Manchester South Union Railway. In their petition the Corporation said that ' ' the trade now carried 
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on between Newark and the large towns of Macclesfield, Stockport and Manchester, as well as with other 
populous towns and districts to the north of Manchester, was very considerable, the town 
and neighbourhood of Newark being, in fact, the granary of England, and supplying not only those, but 
other towns iri or near the line of the Manchester South Union Railway with corn and other produce of 
that description." The advantages, therefore, that would accrue to Newark would be very great, and the 
Corporation prayed that Pariiament would sanction the new line. 

On the death of WiUiam the Fourth the Council had passed a vote of condolence with the Queen Dowager 
and of congratulation to the new monarch. The meeting was held on July ist, 1837 ; present : 
Thomas Spragging Godfrey (Mayor), Thomas Capam and WiUiam Dobbs (Aldermen), William Thompson, 
junr., Joseph Gilstrap, John Handley, WiUiam Farnsworth Handley, WiUiam Harvey Readett, Thomas 
Hackett Massey, and Joseph Branston (CounciUors). The addresses were unanimously approved, and it 
was resolved that one be forwarded to Mr. Gladstone and the other to Mr. Sergeant Wilde, the members 
for the borough, for presentation. The address to Her Majesty was as foUows :— 

We, your Majasty s dutiful and loyal subj ects, the Mayor, Aldermen and burgesses of the borough of Newark, in the County 
of Nottingham, in comtnon council assembled, approach your Majesty with every f eeling of devotion and attachment to your 
Maj esty's most Royal person. 

We feel assured that no address, however flattering, would at the present moment be acceptable to your Majesty with- 
out it being prefaced by a sincere expression of condolence on the melancholy event which has caused your Majesty's' accesEion 
to the thro:ie of these' realms. 

May we be allowed to assure your Majesty that no town in your dominions contairs more sincere mourners for 
the loss which your Majesty, in common with your Majesty's subjects, has sustained by the lamented decease of our late 
beloved and revered Sovereign, your Majesty's Royal uncle. King William the Fourth, than does the ancient and loyal borough 
of Newark. His memory will, indeed, ever be revered, and the recollection of his many virtues are indelibly engraved on 
the hearts of his affectionate people. 

We feel most grateful to a merciful Providence for having placed as his successor on the Throne of Great Brit in an 
Jlustrious Princess, to whom the whole nation looks with affectionate confidence and regard. 

Born and educated amongst us your Majesty is no stranger to your people, and we have the satisfaction of knowing 
that in addressing your Majesty we are addressing one who can feel and sympathise with her subjects. 

The nation owes a debt of gratitude to your Majesty's Royal mother for the qualifications which, under the blessing 
of God, your Majesty so pre-eminently possesses for governing this kingdom. It can only be repaid by the happiness she must 
feel in witnessing the auspicious commencement of your Majesty's reign. May it please the Almighty to bless and keep 
your Majesty. In the ordinary course of events we may reasonably expect a long and we earnestly pray a prosperous reign. 
May your Majesty enjoy every happiness this world can give, and whe (which may God long avert) your Majesty's earthly 
crown shall be removed may it be exchanged for a Heavenly crown in the Kingdom of our Saviour's glory. 

Given under the common seal at the Council Chamber of the said borough this 1st day of July, 1837. 

T. P. A. BURNABY, Town Clerk. 

At the next meeting of the Council a reply was read from Lord John Russell, but it is not entered on the 
minutes. 

The proclamation of the Queen took place at Newark on Monday, June 26th, in the presence of a 
large concourse of the inhabitants. Proclamation was first made from the balcony of the Town Hall, 
after which a cavalcade, arranged as follows, proceeded round the town : — A party of the Sherwood Rangers, 
mounted ; the constables, with their halberds ; the Mayor (Mr. T. S. Godfrey), and the Town Clerk (Mr. 
T. F. A. Burnaby) on foot, escorted by two officers of the Sherwood Rangers, mounted ; the Town Council, 
two and two ; the justices of the borough, escorted by two police officers, followed by their Clerk ; a party 
of gentlemen, two and two ; the vergers and choristers in their gowns ; the Vicar, the Rev. Dr. Cooke, aad 
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other clergymen m their gowns ; another party of gentlemen, two and two ; and a large party of the Odd 
FeUows with their regiilia ; while another party of the Sherwood Rangers closed the procession. The pro- 
clamation was again read by the Town Clerk in the Market Place, at Beaumond Cross, in Castlegate, and 
at the East end of the Church, amidst the plaudits of the people. On the coronation of Her Majesty, on 
June 28th, 1838, there were great rejoicings. After service at the church, the children paraded the town 
and returned to the Market Place to sing the National Anthem, being subsequently regaled with roast 
beef and plum pudding. The town was beautifully decorated, and at night there was a grand display of 
fireworks. 

Let us see now if we can depict the Newark of 1837, when the Queen came to the Throne. To do this 
we must have recourse to the memory of old residents, and notably to the interesting recollections of the 




Plan of the Castle Precincts. 

late Mr. R. B. Hindley given in the Newark Advertiser in 1894. First of all we must blot out of the picture 
nearly all the beautiful buildings with which we are familiar, and must also remember that the Trent Iron- 
works, the great breweries and makings which cover so large an area, the foundries and boiler works, and most 
of the places of worship as we now know them (save the Parish Church) have been erected during the 
Queen's reign, many new streets created, and the railways introduced. The site of the Castle Gardens 
was largely covered with buildings, and we have a plan of them before us as we write (kindly lent by Mr. 
W. Bradley), drawn by J. Digby Curtis in 1823. 
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Mr. Hindley says : 

Though the staple trades as we now know them were not prominent, Newark was alive with the bustle of trade, of coaches 
and carriages and heavy draught wagons. Of course, the Trent was a bustling scene of activity, and the wharves were hives 
of industry, but a good deal of carriage, especially to and from London and the north, was done by road. The wagons were 
of the broad-wheeled, capacious type, with tilted coverings. Where Christ Church now stands there used to be a row of stables 
and large warehouses, where these wagons were unloaded and the horses housed. That block was taken down about 1836. 
Then there was another large warehouse near the Generous Briton, on the same side of the street. It is only a short time 
ago that the hoist and crane, which previously were of much service, disappeared. A business that seems to have left us 
was that represented by the wool-staplers. Immense quantities of wool were brought to Newark market by the farmers ; 
in fact, many times Castlegate was completely choked with wagon-loads of wool. "Where Mr. Bcusfield's premises now are 
there was originally a warehouse, and at that part of the roadway two vehicles had a diflSculty in passing each other, so 
narrow was it. 

The post oflBce was also in this street, next door to the present Corn Exchange, in Messrs. Hirst and White's oflSce. 
Mr. Burgon was the postmaster, and he was assisted by his niece, who was also his housekeeper, and Mr. Morley, Millgate, 
was the letter carrier. These three persons managed the whole of the postal work, inside and out. The rate of postage 
from Newark to London was lOd., to Liverpool lOd., Manchester 9d., Southwell 4d., Nottingham 6d., etc. There were no 
envelopes in those days of wax and wafers, and a letter proper contained one sheet ; if two sheets were detected double 
postage was charged. Letter writing was a luxury very seldom indulged in. A member of Parliament had the privilege 
of ' ' franking ' ' a letter, which then went free of charge. Mr. Burgon, on his retirement, said he had never been out of the 
town for 40 years. People seldom wrote letters to the villages and seldom travelled far. 

The sweep of pavement which now exposes to view the beautiful proportions of the west end of the church was partly 
covered with the large house and business establishment of Mr. Bridges, printer and stationer. This completely obstructed the 
view of the end window on the south side and part of the west door. Mr. Bridge'shousewasby no means of insignificant proportions, 
and had two large bow windows. Nearer the market-place and adjoining this was a low old-fashioned house. This was purchased 
from the Duke of Newcastle, and paid for (/400) April 21st, 1873. Mr. J. G. Branston was secretary and treasurer of the 
movement which led to this important improvement. The new part of the Stock Library, with the shop beneath, took the 
place of a dilapidated house and shop at the corner. There were some old-fashioned houses of the projecting kind where 
the present post ofiSce and Mr. Priestley's premises now stand in Carter Gate. They were there 60 years ago, although some 
of them remained until comparatively recent times. The larger of the old houses was the residence of Mr. Collins, who 
was a schoolmaster of considerable repute. When mentioning the slaughter-houses, pigstyes, tallow chandlering, and stone- 
masons' sheds on Beast Market Hill, near the Castle, we must not omit to mention the narrow lane leading thereto, which 
struck out from near the south side of the Free Library and ended at the Castle walls. There was a spinning shed and bag- 
making place on part of the ground. Modern enterprise is responsible for the palatial pile of offices of Messrs. J. Hole and Co. 
on the ground formerly occupied by the borough gaol and gaoler's residence. Mr. Joseph Cropper was the gaoler, and was 
the first collector for the Newark Gas Company. This was a place for the confinement of unfortunate debtors, a relic of a 
now obsolete custom. It was also a house for the temporary detention of criminals. The building had a dreary appear- 
ance, having very thick walls, and containing two or three arched rooms with small windows plentifully supplied with strong 
iron stancheons, rendering escape impossible. There was also a "dark hole " for refractories. Altogether it was an abode 
not to be desired or likely to cheer the drooping spirits of its occupants. But it is gone with its dismal associations, and 
an erection much more pleasing to view now brightens the spot. 

Newark had its own workhouse, which enclosed a courtyard behind Messrs. Hole and Co.'soffices. One of the wings still 
stands, and is used by the brewery firm as stabling. This workhouse afterwards became the Newark Hospital. When 
" Unions " were invented the workhouse was removed to Claypole. The poor and infirm occupants of the house used to 
wend their way to Church on the Sabbath morning, and the children would also accompany them, the girls in their quaint 
looking poke bonnets fastened under the chin. They were rudely designated "charity bobs." The workhouse, as the 
inscription showed, was erected in 1786 from Brown and Magnus and Phillipot's estates. 

Where the Corn Exchange now stands there stood formerly a dwelling of some pretentions, and of a rather handsome 
exterior. It was set back a little from the street, and had a small plot of grass or garden in front, the whole house and 
ground being enclosed with a massive iron palisade and gate. Further out between the causeway and the road were five 
or six trees of mature growth, but nicely trimmed and kept within proper proportions. These gave quite a picturesque 
appearance to the spot, but the march of commercial enterprise swept them away to make re om for the present Corn Exchange. 
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The old property belonged to the Guthrie family, formerly influential residents in Newark, and the last tenant was the Rev. 
Robert Simpson, M.A., the first incumbent of Christ Church, Lombard Street. 

The old bowling-green was under the shade of the Castle walls, as were also the Castle taths, built by the subscribers 
to the Castle green. The L,ondou Road green was called the new bowling green. Other buildings disappeared many years 
earlier, to make way for the capacious ofi&ces of Messrs. Quibell Bros. Opposite the Ram Hotel there was a respectable house, 
with a blacksmith's shop adjoining, occupied by a Mr. Foster, a leading man in that business. The other part of the same 
frontage to the corner next Market-hill was used as a stoneyard and sheds. What existed between this range and the Castle 
ruins is not so easy to enumerate. We may say shortly there were stables, cow-hovels, pigstyes, slaughter houses and a candle- 
maker's shop. There was also a little house and a room in which a well-known character of the time. Tommy Weldon, 
taught a small day school. It is said that the beginning of theWesUyan Sunday school was in this room, and that the school 
was afterwards transferred to very lofty and commodious premises built in Lovers Lane. It was built mid-way between North- 
gate and Lovers Lane, and the frontage at the latter end was enclosed by a railing or wall. Mrs. Townrow bought the 
property when the school was removed to Guildhall Street, and erected a row of cottages, which were called Providence 
Place. At the end of this row the remains of the old school may be seen to this day, and passers down Northgate looking 
across cannot mistake the chapel-like appearance of the end house of the row. At the end of Middlegate and Stodman Street, 
where Messrs. John Howitt and Son's handsome show rooms now stand, was a public house, called the Pack Horse. It was 
pulled down, and the property sold to Mr. Bradley, who built the present show room premises, the ironmongery establishment 
afterwards becoming known as Messrs. Bradley and Howitt's. Previous to that it was Mr. Tongue's, and the yard leading 
into Lombard Street was known as Tongue's Yard. The ground upon which Messrs. Branston's offices stand was an open space 
where the travelling bazaars occasionally pitched their canvas. At the sale referred to it was bought by the founders of the great 
malting firm at two guineas a yard. Boar Lane is little altered, but the approach to the town via Trent Bridge has under- 
gone considerable betterment. The old Trent Bridge was a stone structure, and the parapets alongside were removed 
when the Midland Station was opened, because of the narrowness of the roadway and danger to foot passengers. The present 
roadway is about the width of the old bridge, and the footpath and iron rails were added on either side. Tolls were taken 
at the town side of the bridge by an old lady and her daughter, who lived in the Bridge house, then a smaller building. There 
was a massive chain put across the road to prevent those passing who refused to pay toll. This chain was fastened at one 
end to a stout post, and then carried across the road and locked to another post on the opposite side. There was another 
of these chains at the Devon Bridge, which was then called Markham Bridge, and the collector of the tolls lived in a low cottage 
on the right-hand side of the Parndon end of the bridge. It is a milkman's house now, but was then called the toll-house. 
Then there was a regular toll-gate and house on the Beacon Hill, opposite Mr. T. Smith's saw mills, where travellers on the 
tximpike road to Leadenham and Sleaford were mulcted in tolls. There was another chain (not for tolls) at the Mount end of 
Wilson Street, which was not a thoroughfare some years ago. King's Road was then unknown ; that part was called Appleton 
Close, and the roadway was widened after the sale of the Crown lands in 1836, hence ""King's Road." Bridge Street oi 
Dry Bridge, originally a. narrow thoroughfare, with its quaint old gabled houses, had just been improved. Beyond Pelham 
Street, on the south side of the town, there was, comparatively speaking, nothing but fields and hedges. Parliament Street and 
King Street were represented by a few straggling houses then quite new. Prom Cherryholt Lane on the east side of the town 
was quite open country. Appletongate, too, in that day finished at the Newark Arms. Tenter Buildings and George Street 
were about the only habitations beyond ; in fact, the lane down there led direct to the Pinfold, and there joined the Lincoln 
and Winthorpe roads. There was no Great Northern station, and very little of Northgate beyond Messrs. Gilstrap's offices 
and Spital Row. 

Before the march of sanitary science, and the spirit that influences for good— the Buildings and Works Committee 
of the Urban Sanitary Authority— we had Cross Guns Yard in all its pristine glory. At the end of this yard, or nearly so, 
stood the Cross Guns public house, probably giving the neighbourhood its name ; but such a human dust-bin did it become, 
that, like the other colony over the sea used as a receptacle for the refuse of British humanity, it gained notoriety under its 
more modern title of Botany Bay. 

The houses were the homes of pedlars, poachers, peg makers, gipsies, sweeps, tinkers, and all the idle loafers and won't- 
works of that day. Some of the houses were built upon the "flat" principle, with balconies above; the central block 
containing 56, and the sides about ten cottages each. These were occupied by over 100 families, the total number of human 
beings often herded together in this confined space being computed at' 300 persons. Pedlars used to carry their wares 
to the villages on carts drawn by dogs, and ten or twenty of these could be seen starting out of a morning. This mode 
of transport was afterwards declared illegal. Botany Bay, or Cross Guns Yard, has given place to the neat ;exteriois of 
Victoria Gardens, and the place knows them no more. 
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There was a certain amount of malting, and Messrs. Handley's brewery did a good trade, their noted ale finding its way 
to Russia, where the Empress Catherine was extremely partial to Newark's stout, humming liquor. Flour was a famous Newark 
product, and about the country could be seen placards announcing "Newark flour sold here." Messrs. Thorpe and Sons 
worked the water mill and the large steam mill on the Farndou Road. They could, and often did, grind 2,500 quarters of 
wheat per week, and worked day and night in the busy season. There were 24 windmills around the town, and there was a 
smaller steam mill nearer Parndon. There was a considerable trade in linen making and bleaching at Scales' factory, where 
large numbers of hands were employed. The operatives wove beautiful tablecloths and other articles, and the field beyond, 
called "The Croft," used to be covered with cloths out to dry or bleach, as the case might , be. Their manufactures were 
deservedly celebrated, and were supplied to Royalty and the nobility, being of everlasting wear. The row of houses known 
as Scales' Row, near the Devon Bridge, was inhabited by the workpeople, and they were built so that the cellars could be 
fitted with machines as workrooms, the living rooms being approached by a flight of stone steps. Stone Terrace, the property 
of Mr. C. Thrale, and near his stone yard, was formerly Scales' Row, and here also the workpeople at the factory resided 
and had their looms in capacious cellars. Spital Row, Northgate, is built in the same style, and was also used by the 
employees of Messrs. Scales, so that it was a thriving industry. Then bag makers and cloth spinners were on Beastmarket 
Hill, and a couple of hat makers in Stodman Street. The smock frock industry was at that time largely carried on, the 
largest manufacturer residing in Castle Gate. These blue smocks found a ready sale amongst the countrymen, and were 
elaborately gathered and tuckered behind and before. But, alas for the fads of fashion, they went out, and the gaudy 
plush waistcoat superseded them. They were literally bespangled with pearl buttons, and farmers' men could not truly be 
taunted in that day with being a button short if they revelled in these sleeve waistcoats. There was a lot of dyeing done too, 
principally of blue smocks, and the Tolney Lane hedges and fields would often be covered with a vast expanse of blue, hung 
out to dry. Mr. Midworth, ironfounder, was noted for beautiful and most finished castings ; and brushmaking, woodturning and 
boat-building were flourishing businesses, Newark being honeycombed with wharves and dockyards. Nearly every grocer had a 
candle-making business. Pattens and clogs were largely made and used, as were also clay pipes (churchwardens). The 
plaster trade at Hawton was in full swing, and also the coal trade at the wharves. The tanning business flourished in the 
town. 

The stocks were situate a short distance from the wall, at the juncture of Albert Street and Portland Street. There was a 
strong stay fastened to the wall, and the culprit was securely locked in the stocks. How ludicrous they looked, jeered at and 
taunted by the passers-by, the laughing stock of the lads, and the disgust of their friends. I have seen women and men in the 
unenviable position. When fined 5s and costs for drunkenness, if they refused to pay, they were fastened for six hours in 
these stocks. I have made out scores of such commitments for the country, and when a village had no stocks the magistrates 
sometimes had to compel the parish to provide them. 

The watchmen wore heavy topcoats, and carried long screeching rattles. They were provided with moveable huts to rest in 
somewhat like sentry boxes, and would call out in sonorous tones the hour and state of the morning. I remember hearing 
the story of old Simnet, who went round the watermill on a moonlight night, and seeing a man in the water he hurried off 
to Mill Gate for assistance, crying " Two o'clock in the morning and a man in the dam." He had seen his own shadow. 

To complete the picture, which Mr. Hindley so admirably drew from the storehouse of a retentive memory, 
of what the toAvn and its business were like on the accession of Queen Victoria, we have not only to imagine 
the watchman going his nightly rounds instead of the pohceman, but to substitute the tinder box for the 
lucifer match, and to leave out of calculation the newspaper— the only organs of pubhc information being 
issued at Stamford and Nottingham, at about sixpence each. Above all, we have to bear in mind that 
there were no railway stations, and that townsmen who wished to make a journey on business or 
pleasure had to travel by coach. Newark, being on the great North Road, was well supphed with 
coaches, and having a river running by its side was able to avail itself largely of water carriage. The 
following extract from Shilton's account of Newark in 1820 may be taken as representing with tolerable 
accuracy the traveUing and carrying facilities available in 1837 :— " The trade upon the water is very 
considerable, a great number of boats being employed, carrying from 36 to 44 tons each. The principal 
articles of importation are timber, corn, and coal ; the exports are chiefly malt, flour, and prepared plaster 
for flooring. Newark lies upon the great North Road from London to' York, the celerity and 
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regularity with which the mail is conveyed, being admirable. Seven coacnes pass daily through Newark 
to and from London," besides those to Nottingham and Lincoln. 

The introduction of the railway to these parts was not until August 3rd, 1846, when the Midland line 
from Nottingham to Lincoln was opened. In 1851 the G.N. line was in course of construction, and there 
were 300 railway labourers lodging in the town employed on that work. The Midland Railway was brought 
here amidst a flourish of trumpets, and a good deal of expectation from the public and dismay from the 
boatmen. Mr. R. B. Hindley writes: — ' ' I was lucky enough to get a ride in the first train that came down the 
Une from Nottingham. It happened thus. I was sent on a journey into Warwickshire from the office, 
and which I did by coach to Nottingham, and by rail from thence. Time tables and punctuality had not 
reached a high level of perfection, and I arrived too late to keep the appointment. Returning at once, I 
got in Nottingham after the night coach had gone, and that was the last day of the coaching and the last of 
the coaches. The following morning the new line was to be opened, and a trial trip to Newark and Lincoln 
made by the directors and a number of gentlemen interested in the project. My benighted condition 
was communicated to Mr. Bell, the Midland Railway Company's secretary, and under the circumstances, 
I got permission to ride on the trial train. That triumphant procession was accomplished safely, and I was 
deposited at Newark, where great rejoicings were made in a field between the Castle and Tolney Lane, 
not, of course, at my arrival, but at the opening of the line. Railway travelling is more luxurious now 
than then. The old first-class carriages were tolerable, the second moderate, and the third were open tubs, 
fit for cattle wagons, and exposed to wind and weather. Of course, posting did not die out altogether 
and at once. Gentlemen still drove their own carriages along the roads. There were many celebrities 
who used Newark as a halting place. Queen Victoria and her mother, the Duchess of Kent, passed through 
within my memory ; but that was before her Majesty had ascended the Throne. Mr. Lawton, who kept 
the CHnton Arms, that day had 90 horses in his stables, and the Hotel, Kirkgate, Castle and Falcon, 
Saracen's Head, and other inns would have a large number, which gives you some idea of the trade done." 

Christ Church, Lombard Street, built by subscription, the late Mr. James Thorpe and Mr. P. R. Falkner 
being two of the largest subscribers, was opened in 1837. Mr. Gladstone gave the first organ. Originally 
a district church, it was afterwards constituted a vicarage, as was also St. Leonard's. The incumbents 
have been— Rev. Robert Simpson (formerly curate of the Parish Church), Rev. James W. K. Disney, Rev. 
W. Prince, Rev. H. A. Jukes, and Rev. W. B. Sealy, the present vicar. One of Mr. Disney's curates. 
Rev. G. H. Connor, became Domestic Chaplain to the Queen, and Dean of Windsor. 

In 1837 Mrs. Robertson was the lessee of the Theatre, the talented Robertson family having been 
connected with theatricals in Newark for many years. For instance, in the Nottingham Journal for 1790 
there is an account of the benefit night of Mr. and Mrs. Robertson, when " Cymbehne " was produced 
before a crowded audience. The receipts amounted to £50 2s., and " so eager were the friends of these 
worthy people to be present at the benefit that not a seat was unoccupied at 5.30, and it is believed that 
tickets amounting to £20 were refused." On November 30th, 1837. Mrs. Robertson gave a benefit for 
the expatriated Poles now in England," of whom it was said 160 were m the greatest destitution. The 
play was that of "The Youthful Queen " (no reference to Her Majesty), and during the evemng Mr. 
KuLynski, a Pohsh refugee, gave several songs, with guitar accompaniments. In January 1839, during 
heavy storm the theatre roof was stripped, and amongst other buildings damaged was Balderton Church, 
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the windows being nearly all blown in. The following paragraph, headed ' ' Dechne of the Drama at Newark, ' ' 
appeared on February i8th, 1853 :-" The theatre in this town was sold by auction a short time ago, 
and is about to be converted into a dwehing-house and shop, and the back part of the premises mto 
workshops and warehouses." On the erection of the Corn Exchange theatrical performances were given 
there, and a regular company was successfully employed for some years by the late Mr. Almond-under 
whose regime Mr. Charles Matthews and other distinguished actors visited the town. 

It is noticed in the local papers in 1838 that burglaries were frequent, and in 1839 there was an 
accident at Cook's circus, at which several persons were injured. On May 20th, on forming a new beast 
market near the Castle no less than a hundred skeletons were discovered. Then there are such items as 
these -July 5th 1840, a fine sturgeon caught near the Water Mill. June 28th, a fireworks explosion 
at Newark; a boy named John Riley was dreadfully mutilated, and ^^^"^^^^^^y f f •_^^^*°^^^;^'_^*;;_■ 
There were 10,947 inter- 
ments in Newark Church- 
yard between January'ist, 
1775, and January ist, 
1841- 



The golden age of 
Queen Victoria stands out 
pre-eminently as the era of 
progress. 

The Wesleyan Chapel, 
Barnby gate, was opened 
on Thursday, July 2nd, 
1846, having cost over 
£5,000. Sermons were 




preached on Thursday by 
the Rev. Dr. Beaumont, of 
London ; on Sunday, the 
5th, by the Rev. J. 
Everett, of York ; on 
Monday, by the Rev. 
Thomas Walker ; Sunday, 
July 12th, by the Rev. 
Geo. Steward, of London, 
and the Rev. Jno. Hick- 
ling ; on Tuesday, the 
14th, by Dr. Dixon, of 
London ; and on Sunday, 
the 19th, by the Rev. A. 
Barratt, of London. The 

^„^„. „„„„„ „„^ Wesleyan day school had 

been established four years previously, namely, in 1842. In 1848 a Methodist New Connexion Chapel in 
Barnbygate was erected, opposite the Wesleyan Chapel. The foundation stone was laid on June 25th, and 
the building was opened on October 29th. 

The new Corn Exchange, in Castlegate, was opened on Wednesday, September 27th, 1848. It is a very 
fine building and well adapted for the purpose. The style of the structure is Italian. The principle of the 
composition is to make the exterior expressive of the interior use, so that even from the appearance 
of the front it may be inferred that the building consists of a single large room. The composition 
is of great simplicity in its arrangements, having three arched recessed doorways of entrance on a 
large scale, which give light and shade, and practical effect ; these are enriched with appropriate designs, 
each division having lunettes decorated with shells, with corn springing from the centre. In the spandrils 
of the archways between the doors are shields, charged with sheaves of corn. The capitals of the pillars 
have been expressly designed so as to be illustrative of the purposes of the building, and the capitals of 
the pillars in the interior correspond with those of the exterior, consisting of ears of corn, &c. The centre 
of the front is surmounted by a clock-tower. The turret is flanked by two figures, of Ausin stone, each 
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seven feet high. They represent Agriculture and Commerce. The front is executed in stone from 
Coxbeach. 

An additional shaft is erected at the back of the building, and is carried to such a height as to admit 
of its being used as part of the ventilating apparatus, to draw off the vitiated air. 

The entire cost of the building is stated to have been more than £6,000. The erection was carried 
on from designs, and under the superintendence of, Mr. Duesbury, of London. 

The supply of grain on the opening day was good. Prices :— "WTieat, white, old, 56s. to 60s. ; 

red, 53s. to 55s. Wheat, white, new, 54s. to 56s. ; red, 52s. to 54s. ; Barley, malting, 34s. to 36s. ; 

grinding, 30s. to 31s. Oats, new, 20s. to 24s. ; old, 24s. to 30s. Beans, 42s. to 44s. Rye, 36s. to 
40S. Tares, 64s. to 68s. Malt, 56s. to 60s. 

The beautiful sculptured figures are by Mr. John Bell, who died at Kensington in 1895, aged 
84. Amongst many other works he produced ' ' America," the group on one of the pedestals of the Prince 
Consort Memorial in Kensington Gardens. 

The first step taken towards the restoration of the Parish Church was at a meeting held at the Town 
Hall, on Friday, the 25th of August, 1848, to receive the report of Mr. T. C. Hine, the architect, of Notting- 
ham, when it was decided to commence by restoring the roofs of the whole of the south aisle, including both 
nave and chancel. Full particulars have been given in the chapter on the history of the church in Vol. I. 

The winter of 1854-5 was one of exceptional severity. On Saturday, February 24th, 1855, a sheep,, 
kindly supplied by Mr. W. Wright, was roasted on the Trent at Fiskerton. A cricket match was played on 
the ice on the same day, between eleven from Stoke and Elston and eleven^from^Fiskerton and Morton. 
Captains : Captain Bromley and Mr. C. Long. The team representing Fiskerton and Morton won by 21 
runs. 

A month later the old bridge at Kelham was destroyed. It appears that there was some fear felt for 
its safety, and Mr. Cooper, builder and surveyor, of Newark, by the direction [of i^Mr. Burnaby, Deputy 
Clerk of the Peace, assisted by a number of men, proceeded to the bridge for the purpose of breaking and 
removing the large quantities of ice which surrounded it. They had not been engaged long before they 
perceived an immense sheet of ice, which was thought to be several tons in weight, floating down the 
stream. They used all their endeavours to prevent it going with a crash against the piles of the 
bridge, but their efforts proved unavailing, for near to the bridge the water runs with great rapidity, and 
the ice struck with such force the two rows of piles nearest Kelham, that it snapped them immediately 
asunder, and caused half the bridge to fall. Five carts laden had just crossed over at the moment the 
piles snapped asunder. A young man was in the centre of the bridge, and, hearing the crash, was in a 
dilemma which way to run, but fortunately made his way to the end nearest Newark and escaped. The 
construction of the new bridge was at once commenced. 

When Princess Victoria, her Majesty had passed through Newark to Doncaster with her mother. 
But her first visit after she came to the throne was on September 15th, 1854, when her Majesty and the 
Prince Consort and the Royal children passed through on their way to Balmoral. There was a large 
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gathering at the Great Northern Station, including the Mayor and Corporation and the staff and band 
of the Notts. Militia. Sir George Grey, the Colonial Secretary, alighted, and was immediately introduced 
to the Mayor of Newark, Mr. John Smith Caparn. The latter was then presented by Sir George to her 
Majesty and the Prince Albert, who, with the Prince of Wales and Princess Royal, occupied the centre 
carriage. The Royal couple repeatedly bowed in acknowledgment of the loud cheers by which they were 
enthusiastically greeted. Her Majesty wore a figured lilac silk dress, a hght shawl or mantle thrown back, 
and a white chip bonnet, having an elegant wreath of flowers, and bows of ribbon with streamers on the 
left side. The Mayor, on being introduced, said :— " I have the honour to welcome your Majesty to 
the ancient borough of Newark, and to ask your Majesty's gracious permission that the Town Clerk may 
read an address from your loyal subjects." The address was enclosed in an elegant crimson velvet case, 
with gold clasps. The Mayor then had the honour of presenting the mace to her Majesty. The Queen, 
having touched the mace, said she would not trouble the Town Clerk to read the address, as she had already 
perused the copy which had been forwarded to her. She was much pleased with it, and begged very heartily 
to thank the Corporation of Newark for their expressions of attachment. The Queen also offered her warm 
congratulations to the Mayor upon the good harvest with which they had been favoured. In the mean- 
time, Sir G. Grey asked the Town Clerk what was the meaning of the mace being presented to the Queen. 
Mr. Bumaby said that the insignia had been presented to the Corporation by King Charles the Second, and 
it was customary in the presence of a sovereign to offer it in the manner he had just seen. Sir G. Grey 
thereupon introduced Mr. Burnaby to her Majesty, to whom the explanation was repeated. The train was 
then set in motion, the band playing " Rule Britannia " as it left the station. In the train with her 
Majesty were Mr. Denison, the chairman of the Great Northern Company ; Mr. G. R. Mowatt, the 
secretary ; and Mr. Seymour Clarke, the general manager. 

Her Majesty, with the Royal family and suite, passed through Newark again at a quarter to eleven on 
Thursday morning, September 6th, 1855, oh their way to Scotland. Two stoppages of three minutes 
each took place at Grantham and Peterborough, but there was none made at Newark, where, however, 
a considerable body of persons assembled to catch a passing glance at the illustrious party. The front of 
the engine was beautifully adorned with laurels and flowers, and a special engine followed five minutes after the 
Royal train. The bells of the Parish Church rang a merry peal in honour of the occasion, and a flag wfis 
hoisted on the roof. On the return journey from Scotland to London, on October 17th, the Royal train 
stayed at Newark for five minutes, and every effort was made by the Mayor (Mr. Ragsdale) and the railway 
authorities to give the Royal and illustrious party a fitting reception. The train reached Newark at nine- 
teen minutes past three o'clock, being two minutes before its appointed time, and the station was decorated 
in a very elegant and handsome manner. Banners were suspended across the line, one of which bore the 
inscription " God Save the Queen." Several flags were also suspended from the goods station and other 
buildings, and the pillars on the up-platform were embellished with laurels and flowers. The Royal arms 
were put up over one of the refreshment room windows, and the crown, with V.R. most tastefully set in 
flowers and evergreens was placed above the door. To this platform the Mayor had issued a limited number 
of tickets of admission, and amongst the spectators were all the leading families of the town. A guard of 
honour from the Royal Sherwood Foresters was in attendance, under the command of Captain Cooper 
Gardner. Captain Miller and Lieutenant Grant were also present. The borough police force, under the 
direction of Superintendent Waterton, kept order. As the train came in sight great excitement prevailed 
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and on its arrival it was greeted with loud and oft-repeated cheers. A space on the platform was reserved 
for the Mayor, who attended in his official robes. Her Majesty wore a white bonnet trimmed with scarlet, 
a white figured shawl, and Scotch plaid dress. As the train slowly departed her Majesty rose and bowed 
most graciously, the cheering being again hearty and enthusiastic. The bells of the Parish Church 
rang a merry peal on the occasion. 

On February 23rd, 1856, the foundation stones of the cemetery buildings were laid by Mr. J. Branston. 
A procession was formed at the Town Hall and proceeded to the cemetery, where an address was read by 
the Rev. J. G. Bussell, vicar. In the top of the first stone a hole was cut, in which was deposited a glass 
bottle containing one of each of the coins of the realm and a sheet of parchment, on which was written 
an account of the formation of the cemetery. This account, read aloud by Mr. Newton, stated that the 
formation of the grounds and buildings and the entrance lodge were commenced in 1856, the estimated cost 
of the whole works, including the purchase of the land, being £5,000. A brass plate on the cemetery chapel 
bears the following inscription : — " The foundation stone of this building was laid by Joseph Branston, 
Esquire, on the 23rd day of February, 1856, in the presence of the Vicar and other clergy of the 
parish, the Mayor, Magistrates and Town Council of the Borough of Newark, the Churchwardens and 
Overseers of the Poor, and the members of the Burial Board. Joseph Branston, chairman, Edmund Kitchen, 
James Ball, Joseph Richardson, John Smith Caparn, Joseph Gilstrap, William Ragsdale, Abraham Taylor, 
Edward Cooper, William Newton, Clerk to the Board, Bellamy and Hardy, architects, George Whitworth, 
builder." The cemetery was enlarged in 1877, and again in 1901. 

The close of the Crimean War was celebrated in May, 1856. The peace rejoicings at Newark were on 
May 29th. At eleven o'clock a review of the Sherwood Foresters took place in the Market (Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mellish, commander), in the presence of Colonel RoUeston. After passing through various move- 
ments the Foresters fired a feu de joie, which terminated the review. At half -past two o'clock the 
children and their teachers started in procession to the Market, the centre of which was kept clear for 
them by the miUtia. All the schools carried suitable banners with appropriate mottoes. After the 
children had arrived at their appointed situations the mihtia band played popular tunes, and the 
National Anthem was sung. Subsequently the whole of the children, to the number of 2,000, were 
suppUed with plum cake and tea. In the evening there was a pubUc promenade in the Castle Bath 
Grounds. 

A most disastrous fire was discovered in December, 1857, at Kelham Hall, the seat of Mr. J. H. 
Manners Sutton, late M.P. for Newark. The fire was seen at Newark about the same time as at 
Kelham, and the servants, who were aU in bed, were aroused by the people outside, who saw their 
danger. Before the engines could be got to work the scene was one of a fearful description, the whole 
of the splendid haU being on fire, and the flames issuing from nearly every window. About two o'clock 
the roof, which was chiefly of lead, fell in with a dreadful crash. By directing the operations of the 
firemen to that portion of the building nearest the servants' apartments, the progress of the fire m that 
direction was stayed, and the numerous valuable articles which had been saved from the hall and 
deposited there, rendered safe. About three o'clock a large body of mihtiamen and their ofiicers 
arrived, with a bucket each, and by their assistance the pumps were kept in full play, and every 
possible means were put forth to remove any articles that could be rescued from the flames These 
_ _ ._.. .._xn .t. ;„i,+ ^'.i^.v ,„i..r. tinp,. wprp reUeved by ^another body of militiamen. 



men 



remained until after eight o'clock, when they were reheved by ^another body 
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who continued to give every necessary help, and act as sentries, in order to prevent any depredation 
being committed. The whole of the valuable library was completely destroyed, but the family 
pictures, fand nearly all the other paintings, were saved. Some few, however, were minus 
their frames, and considerably burnt. The plate and china were removed to a safe place. The 
conflagration was supposed to have originated from a fire which had been incautiously left burning 
in one of the grates, near to which were some shavings and other inflammable materials. Anew Hall 
was subsequently erected from the designs of Sir Gilbert Scott. 

Amongst the changes in the administration of pubhc'affairs it should be mentioned that an Improvement 
Act for the borough of Newark was passed in 1851. The Commissioners appointed under the Act had the 
supervision of the highways and sanitary arrangements until 1875, when the PubUc Health Act was passed 
and these duties devolved upon the Urban Sanitary Authority of the Town Council. Previous to the year 
1857, the police consisted of a night and day force, under the direction of two superintendents. In that 
year they were amalgamated, when Mr. Liddell, the first Chief Constable, was appointed. On his retire- 
ment he was presented with testimonials in December 1891, and a similar compliment was paid to his 
successor, Mr. James Challen, who retired in 1907, and was succeeded by the present Chief Constable 
(Mr. A. Wright). 

Loyal Newark was not behindhand in its participation in the great Volunteer movement, which has 
been of such signal service to the country. From the volunteer minute book we learn that a meeting of 
the Town Council was held on the 22nd November, 1859, when it was moved by Mr. Handley, and seconded 
by Aid. Branston : " That this Council considers it highly necessary the town of Newark should immediately 
establish a rifle corps." This was followed by a public meeting at the Town Hall on November 24th, Mr. 
Oldham (Mayor) in the chair, when a committee was appointed, with Mr. W. (afterwards Lieut.-Col.) Newton 
as hon. sec, and Mr. W. N. Nicholson as hon. treasurer. By the 30th of the same month 35 members 
had joined, and the subscriptions had amounted to £165. Sir Henry Bromley was nominated captain, 
Mr. Newton lieutenant, Mr. James Holman Betts ensign, and Mr. Nicholson paymaster. A rifle range 
was provided, and in course of time a Drill Hall erected in Appletongate, which was afterwards sold to the 
county authorities for a pohce station and sessions room. The Drill Hall is now in Cartergate. 

On the occasion of the deeply lamented death of the Prince Consort, in December, 1861, there were 
many public manifestations of sorrow. The Town Council voted an address of sympathy, and on the day 
of the funeral there was a very solemn service at the Parish Church. A large furled black flag was placed 
on the front turret of the Corn Exchange, and the two fine figures surmounting the stone work were draped 
with black. The lamps were also encased with black, and the general appearance of the 
building was in character with the day, denoting that the commerce of the country took 
up the cry of grief for the loss of one of England's noblest Princes. On Easter Sunday, 1864, a 
magnificent stained glass window to the memory of the Prince was unveiled at the Parish Church. 
It had been erected by subscription, at a cost of £1,000. 

A terrific storm took place on Wednesday, May 7th, 1862, and appeared to rage with more or 
less violence over a large extent of country. In the early part of the afternoon heavy clouds appeared 
to be gathering, and about half-past three o'clock distant thunder was heard. Shortly after four the 
darkness became very remarkable, and flashes of lightning were more frequent and vivid. About five 
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o'clock heavy black clouds rolled over the town in awful grandeur, as if they were contending with each 
other, and the rain fell in torrents. But that which specially stamps this storm as one of the most re- 
markable that has ever occurred in this locality was the immense destruction of trees and other property 
by a tornado, which seems to have arisen near Stubton, and commenced its vast devastating course in 
the Barnby Vale. An examination of the course of the tornado led to the supposition that it not 
only varied in width from 30 to 150 or 200 yards, but that it occasionally darted out in two opposite direc- 
tions, and then reunited for a short time until again obstructed. It must have been accompanied by a 
large amount of electricity, for after it had passed, "the smell of sulphur was almost insufferable." 

There were great pubHc festivities in Newark in March, 1863, on the occasion of the marriage of the 
Prince and Princess of Wales. An appeal for funds resulted in a subscription list of nearly £500 towards 
the expenses, and the decorations throughout the town were most profuse. There was a well-organised 
tradesjprocession, accompanied by the Newark troop of Sherwood Rangers, under Lieut. Thorpe, naval 
men under Lieut. Parker, the Newark Volunteers, the Corporation in carriages, and the friendly societies 
with flags and banners. After the children had attended service at the Parish Church, they were regaled 
at their schoolrooms, 2,249 scholars' tickets being issued. Free dinners were provided for the working 
classes, for which 2,290 tickets were distributed, and in addition to old English sports on the Grove Ground 
there were fireworks in the Market Place and a huge bonfire on Beacon Hill. 

The year 1866 was remarkable for the ravages of the cattle plague. It was stated on January 24th, 
by a deputation to Earl Russell, that in seven months 100,000 head of stock had been lost, worth one million 
of money. Newark and the district around suffered severely. 

On Wednesday and Thursday, February 27th and 28th, 1867, extensive estates of Lord Middleton in 
Newark and the neighbouring parishes, were sold by auction in the Town Hall. There were three estates 
the Caunton estate, which realised £26,000 ; the Winthorpe estate, which realised £43,110 ; and the 
Newark estate, which was disposed of in an hour and a half for £23,120, making a total of £92,000. Mr. 
Pott was the auctioneer. 

The corner stone of the North End Wesleyan Chapel and Schools was laid on May 21st, 1868, by Mr. 
John Harvey. Nearly 1,000 persons were present. From the particulars given by Mr. Parnham, the 
secretary, it appeared that the cost of the erection, including land and all other expenditure, was about 
£1,600. Mr. Harvey was presented with a silver trowel. A new Baptist Chapel was opened in 1876, and 
a new chapel for the Primitive Methodists in 1878. 

A terrible accident — one of the most serious in the annals of railway travelling — occurred at Newark 
early on Tuesday, June 21st, 1870. The accident arose through the breaking of an axle of a box 
luggage van, belonging to the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Railway 'Company, on a rather 
sharp curve near the bridge known as the Clay Lane Bridge, about midway between the Beacon Hill 
Bridge and the Barnby Lane level crossing, nearly three-quarters of a mile from the Great Northern 
station, and a mile from Newark Market Place, to which there is a direct road. On the morning of 
Monday, 381 persons took tickets by a day excursion train from Leeds, Bradford, Halifax, and York to 
London, and after spending the day in the Metropohs the greater part of that number proceeded on 
their return journey in safety, and with remarkable punctuality, until arriving about 300 yards south of 
the Clay Lane Bridge, when the train, travelling at the rate of 35 miles an hour, came in contact with an 



326 



HISTORY OF NEWARK. 



overturned goods wagon, and a scene of unutterable distress succeeded. At the inquest on the bodies of 
the i8 persons who were killed (held before Mr. Coroner Griffin), a verdict was returned that the accident 
had occurred from the breaking of the axle of the wagon (which had caused some trucks to run off the 
down Mne and extend over the other in front of the passenger train), and recommending that some means 
should be devised for the periodical testing of axles in the future. 

St. Leonard's parish was formed in 1873. The church, which is in Northgate, is a stone building. 
It cost about £4,000, which was raised by subscription and the proceeds of some bequests. It consists of 
chancel, nave, aisles, vestry, and north chancel, with two main entrances. There is a good organ, built 
by the late Mr. Harston, of Newark. The nave is divided from the aisles by cylindrical piers. The 



church will seat 600 people. 
It was opened on January 
28th, 1873. In recent 
years the church has been 
much beautified by the 
insertion of stained win- 
dows,* and notably by the 
addition of a magnificent 
reredos. The first incum- 
bent was the Rev. W. 
Stacey Chapman (who be- 
came D.D. and died in 
Australia), then Rev. 
Herbert Pollock, the third 
Rev. H. M. Holden, and 
the present vicar, Rev. F. 
Spanton, is the fourth. 

The greatest flood 
that had happened for 
many years took place in 
October, 1875. After days 
of incessant rain the Trent 
overflowed its banks, send- 




ST. I,EOi\-ARD's CHANCE!, AND REREDOS. 



ing a deluge of water over 
the adjacent country. 
Fields were suddenly •con- 
verted into lakes, dykes 
became huge streams, and 
the water rushed with a 
roar through the bridges 
in a way which threatened 
to sweep all before it. 
No such terrible trans- 
formation scene had been 
witnessed in man's mem- 
ory, and the event may 
well be described, in the 
words of the Times, as a 
modified recurrence of the 
universal deluge. From 
Newark, in the Trent 
Valley, as far as the eye 
could reach, there was a 
vast expanse of water, 
flooding houses, ruining 
crops, spoiling haystacks, 
cutting off the means of 



mter-communication, washing away gates and trees, drowning cattle, and doing damage the 
full extent of which it was impossible to ascertam . There were great floods in 1795 and 1852, but the water 
rose several feet higher than in either of those years. There was not a viUage near the Trent but suffered 
greatly, and the tale of losses sustained, of cattle swept away, of boating over hedges and walls, and of 
days spent in upper rooms, while the lower storeys were inaccessible, will be handed down from generation 
to generation. 

1889* to Tetsl? Grac"e "^anfl^rpHH *° i^^"?. Panny Tallents, November 8th, 1892; to Christopher Carter Poottit, died May 2nd, 
years' resided in ?hen;rkh ^-t^^r ^fl^^ll °^ ^vS' f"'^ ^^ ^°°"'' = ^^^ two in the south aisle to Mr. S. K. Marsland, many 
years resiaent m the parish, dedicated by the grateful poor, and other members of the congregation. ' ' 
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On Tuesday afternoon, January 7th, 1879, the first train of passenger, carriages passed along the new 
line between Newark and Melton. The train consisted of an engine and three carriages, which were occupied 
by directors and officials of the works. At Melton the ordinary engine was taken off and replaced by one 
used by the contractors, and by which the party proceeded as far as Twyford. 

The Hospital and Dispensary was removed in 1881 to the handsome and commodious building on the 
London Road. The main front of the new Hospital faces the London Road, and is a fair specimen 
of the style of Queen Anne. The central tower rises to the height of 50 feet and is of three storeys, the 
other portions containing only two floors. Dressed Walkeringham bricks are used throughout, the 
angles and cornices being embellished with hand-carved red Berkshire bricks. The main entrance is 
under the tower. 

In 1872, the idea of a new building had been mooted, but it was not until January 12th, 1875, that a 
sub-committee was appointed to ' ' consider the subject of a new Hospital." The sub-committee consisted 
of the President (Mr. Manners Sutton), Sir H. Bromley, Revs. Dr. Pearson, Swire, and W. Bailey, Messrs. 

the Lords of the 
Treasury for permis- 
sion to sell the site, and 
place the proceeds to 
the credit of the Hos- 
pital Building Fund. 
At the end of another 
year, and mainly 
through the energy 
and perseverance of 
Mr. E. M. H. Riddell, 
the Council obtained 
the necessary sanction , 
and on loth January, 
1876, passed a resolu- 
tion " to place the 
present Hospital pro- 



J. Thorpe, W. Newton, 
G. Hodgkinson, Wil- 
son, Wright, Chew, 
Richardson, Handley, 
Gascoyne, Nevile and 
Foster. These gentle- 
men put themselves 
into communication 
with the Town Council, 
and a proposition was 
submitted to acquire 
the old gaol and the 
whole of the work- 
house in order to build 
on that situation. This 
resulted in the Corpor- 
ation memorialising 

perty and site at the disposal of the Governors of the Hospital, as soon as they are satisfied that a new 
Hospital is about to be built on the site of the present Hospital, or on any other site to be approved by 
the Town Council." 

Negotiations went on at a slow pace, until an impetus was given to the work in 1877, when a sum of 
;f500 was bequeathed to the fund by the late Mr. Godfrey Tallents, provided it was expended on a new 
building within three years from his death. This at once stimulated the efforts of the Board, and resulted 
in the acquisition of the present site from the Trustees of the Duke of Newcastle, and the Corporation 
having an opportunity of disposing of the old building, did so, and the Borough Treasurer handed over 
the sum of £700 to complete the purchase. Subscriptions on this rapidly flowed in, with the result that the 
present building was erected. 
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The foundation stone of the new Hospital was laid by the Rev. Dr. Pearson, who had just been 
elected Bishop of Newcastle, AustraUa, in the summer of 1880, and on April 29th, 1881, the Hospital was 
occupied by the nursing staff and patients. 

The architect was Mr. W. Bliss Sanders, and the builders Messrs. Smith & Lunn. The total cost of 
the building and furniture was £6,965 13s. id. 

In the following year, Mrs. Grosvenor Hodgkinson fitted up the accident ward with all things likely 
to be required for severe cases of injury — a very noble memorial to her late lamented husband, Mr. Gros- 
venor Hodgkinson, formerly Member for the Borough. 

The building is of red brick, and has a most imposing frontage. There are two large wards and a 
private ward on the first floor — the female ward named the ' ' Ossington ward, ' ' and the male ward the 
" Branston ward," as a sUght acknowledgment of the munificent gifts of these two benefactors to the 
Hospital. These wards contain twelve beds each. On the ground floor is the accident ward, containing 
nine beds ; the board room, house surgeon's apartments, dining room, nurse's sitting room, matron's 
and sister's private rooms, kitchen and store rooms. At the back is the out-patients department, casualty 
room, and dispensary, and above these are two isolation wards, containing two beds each. A long corridor 
connects this portion of the building with the main block. On one side of this corridor are nurses' bed- 
rooms, and on the opposite side the operating room, which is a very excellent one, and fitted up in the 
most modern style with the latest aseptic accessories. A large garden surrounds the whole building. 
This was given by the late Mr. Henry Branston and Mr. Becher Tidd Pratt. In 1893 Mr. Henry Branston 
laid out the garden on the north side, and added an excellent tennis court for the use of the resident staff.* 

We have now to chronicle the inception and completion of two other splendid institutions. 

The Coffee Palace with which the Viscountess Ossington has adorned the town of Newark, as a 
memorial to her husband and nephew, and a lasting memento of her interest in this ancient borough, 
was opened on Thursday, November i6th, 1882. 

Lady Ossington was the third daughter of the fourth Duke of Portland, and was born in January, 
1806. As Lady Charlotte Bentinck, sister of the fifth Duke, she married, in 1827, Mr. John 
Evelyn Denison, of Ossington Hall, a member of a family which has contributed many dis- 
tinguished men to the service of the country. The Denisons came to this county in 
1753: when Mr. William Denison, a wealthy merchant of Leeds, purchased the Ossington 
estate of the Cartwright family. From this gentleman the property passed, at his death in 
1782, to his brother Robert and from him to a nephew, Mr. John Wilkinson, who assumed the 
name and arms of Denison, and sat in the House of Commons, first as member for Col- 
chester, and afterwards as the representative of Minehead. Very rarely has it fallen to the lot of any 
man to be blessed with so clever, so high-minded and so excellent a family as that of Mr. John Wilkinson 
Denison. Mr. John Evelyn Denison, the eldest son, became Speaker of the House of Commons, and was 
raised to the peerage as Viscount Ossington. Mr. Edward Denison took Holy Orders, and became Bishop 
of Sahsbury. Mr. William Thomas Denison became Governor-General of the AustraUan Colonies, and re- 
ceived the honour of knighthood. Mr. George Anthony Denison entered the Church, and became the weU- 
known Archdeacon Denison of Taunton, in whose interesting book, "Notes of my Life," many 

* A short history of the Hospital by a member of the Staff, pp. 6-10- 
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•entertaining details are given of what he witnesssd and experienced in his boyhood days at Ossington, 
Newark, and Southwell. Viscount Ossington died on 17th March, 1873, and was buried in the family vault 
at Ossington Church. Mr. Edward Denison, his nephew, son of the Bishop of Salisbury, represented Newark 
in Parliament, and his death at an early age in January, 1870, cut short the promise of a bright and 
most useful career. 

It was in 1880 that Lady Ossington decided to erect that noble building which is so great an ornament 
to the entrance of the borough— the Ossington Coffee Palace. The architects to whom the carrying out 
of her Ladyship's wishes was entrusted were the eminent firm of Messrs. Ernest George and Peto, of Argyll 
Street, London, and when their plan appeared it was seen that Newark was about to be adorned with one 
of the finest pubhc buildings in England. The contract for the building was taken by Messrs. Smith and 
Lunn, of Newark, and on'Thursday, loth November, 1881, the corner stone was laid by Mr. Peto. The 
■ceremony was entirely unostentatious, in accordance with the wishes of the donor. Mr. Peto placed 
within the stone a sealed bottle containing specimens, fresh from the mint, of the current coins of the realm 
and a writing testif5dng that : — ' ' This building was erected and endowed in the year 1882 by Charlotte, 
Viscountess Ossington, third daughter of William Henry Cavendish, fourth Duke of Portland, and widow 
of the first Viscount Ossington, late Speaker of the House of Commons, and given by her to the town of 
Newark-on-Trent, in token of her interest in the prosperity of that town, near which she has resided more 
ihan half a century, and with the earnest desire to promote the cause of temperance therein. The land on 
-which this coffee tavern is erected was purchased by Viscountess Ossington from Mr. Philip Handley, of 
Newark, at the cost of £4,549, for this purpose. The building, designed by Messrs. Ernest George and Peto, 
architects, Argyll Street, London, W., for a coffee tavern and hostelry, at a cost of some £12,000, exclusive 
-of the site, contains on the ground floor — general coffee room, boys' room, kitchen, offices, &c. ; on the 
first floor, assembly rooms for market dinners and other large gatherings ; also a reading room, library, and 
-club room. On the second floor there is a billiard room and dormitories for travellers. There is also 
-stabling for 40 horses with cart shed, for farmers on market days, a tea garden for refreshments in summer 
time, and a bowling alley.' ' Mr. Peto in a short speech expressed the hope that the edifice would prove 
an ornament " to your already picturesque and interesting town of Newark." 

The style of the building is entirely in keeping with the character of an ancient and historical 
-town, recalling to mind those old and picturesque Inns now rapidly disappearing from sight. The 
Palace presents a beautiful specimen of what the i6th century tavern was architecturally, though 
there were few so beautifully fitted and furnished. All the details of the exterior— mullioned windows 
with leaded hghts, high gables, steep red tiled roofs, horse trough and attached sign post— have been 
worked out with great skill and care. The building is treated with an arcading of red brick, and above 
these arches the mulUoned bay windows project. There are wide-spreading eaves and moulded cornices 
above, against which these bay windows stop. Above are long mulUoned windows over which the gables are 
fiUed in with oak framing and paneUing, giving a rich effect. Most of the wood work is of oak, and everywhere 
the eye is met with exquisite specimens of carving, especially in the windows, and in the carved and panelled 
.gables which overhang and roof in the bays below. Running along beneath the eaves is a magnificent 
frieze of parget work, such as is often seen in the grand houses of three or four centuries back The antique 
appearance, which so skilful an attempt has been made to obtain, is greatly aided by the variously designed 
headed lights of the windows. In front of the house is a granite water trough for horses and dogs with 



330 



HISTORY OF NEWARK. 



a picturesque detached sign board at the end of it, while swinging from tfie walls is another exceedingly 
handsome sign of wrought iron, bearing in the midst of elaborate open scroll work a lozenge charged with 
the Ossington Arms and surmounted by a viscount's coronet. On the south wall has been placed a sun 
dial with the appropriate motto, " Delay not, time flys." The Ossington crest is a sinister cubit arm, in 
bend dexter, vested, vert, cuff erm. charged with a cross crosslet on the hand ppr. pointing with the fore- 
finger to an estoile. 

The proceedings at the opening ceremony on Thursday, November i6th, 1882, were largely 
attended. There was a luncheon to the Mayor and Corporation and other in\'ited guests, at the 
Palace, followed by a concert, a tea to the widows of the town, and an entertainment with light re- 
freshment for the young people employed at the various establishments in the Borough. After the 
luncheon the Vicar of Newark offered prayer, and tlie Rev. H. A. Jukes, Vicar of Christ Church, presented 

family at Ossington in time.s 
past, have always taken in 
the welfare of the town of 
Newark is, I hope, known to 
yo'j. (Cheers). I feel that 
the manifestation of that 
interest has culminated to- 
day, when Lady Ossington 
makes a gift to the town and 
people of Newark of the 
building in which we are 
now assembled (loud cheers) 
the strongest evidence in 
her power to give of her 
feeling iu the cause of tem- 
perance and of her feelings 
also towards j'our town. 
(Cheers). In return I may 
venture to assure you that 
Lady Ossington has but two 
wishes. One is for the con- 
tinuance towards herself of 
the kind feeling which has 
been so strongly shown to- 



an address to her Lady- 
ship, on behalf of the 
temperance organis- 
ations of the town. 
The Mayor, Mr. Henry, 
proposed the health of 
Viscotmtess Ossington, 
referring to the archi- 
tectural beauty of the 
building and the \^'ise 
forethought visible in 
all its details. 'Mr. 
Alfred Denison, re- 
sponding on behalf of 
her Ladyship, said ; 

Lady Cssington has 
been your neighbour for 
nearly a life time, and the 
interest which she, and the 

day, and the other is for the generous u.se of the Coffee Hou.se she has given by tho.se for whom she has erected it. (Cheers). 
If the reception you have accorded to Lady Ossington to-day may be taken as an augury for the future, if it mav be taken 
too as an augury for the persistent carrying out of what Lady Ossington so earnestly wishes, then she mav well indeed 
be satisfied herself, and may rest full of hope that this building associated with her name may remain a i ossc'ssion for ever 
to the town of Newark, and be productive of untold good to those who are coming after us." 

After the luncheon her Ladyship proceeded, accompanied by the Mayor and Mr. Newton, to one of the 
windows overlooking the river. The Union Jack was run up, and amid cheers her Ladyship declared the 
building open. The guests sang the National Anthem, Mrs. Daghsh leading, and then dispersed. 

After the gift to the town of this beautiful building, which involved with its endowment and site, an 
expenditure of about £25,000, her Ladyship continued to contribute hberally to Newark mo\e- 
ments and institutions, and assisted in the acquirement of the Castle Gardens as a public resort to the use 
and enjoyment of the people for ever. She died on September 30th, iSSq, and was buried at Ossington. 
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On Thursday, July 26th, 1883, the new Free Library, which Mr. William Gilstrap had erected and 
presented as a gift to his native town, was declared formally open for the use and enjoyment of Newark. 
The first formal intimation of the intentions of the generous donor was made in a letter written by Mr. 
Gilstrap to the Mayor of the borough, on the 2nd of August, 1881. In that letter Mr. Gilstrap said : "I 
have long contemplated a project which might be regarded as some recognition on my part of the great 
kindness and respect shown to members of my family, and to myself during my residence among you 
in early Ufe, and in fulfilment of this purpose I propose to build and present a Free Public Library, to be 
vested in the Corporation of Newark for the benefit of its inhabitants." The announcement came as a 
welcome surprise to the town, and great gratification was expressed on all hands at the prospect of Newark 
being placed, through the generosity of Mr. Gilstrap, on a footing of equality in this respect with other towns 
where Free Libraries exist and perform successfully a most important educational work. It being necessary 
for the borough to adopt the Free Libraries Act, a public meeting was forthwith convened, and a resolution 



to adopt the Act was 
carried unanimously, 
amidst applause. The 
site chosen for the 
structure was the old 
Cattle Market, and the 
ground required hav- 
ing been marked out 
immediately opposite 
the end of Boar Lane, 
the erection of the 
building was com- 
menced in accordance 
with designs furnished 
by Mr. W. Henman, 
architect, of Birming- 
ham. The foundation 
stone was laid by Mr. 




Gilstrap, on Whit- 
Monday, 1882, in the 
presence of the Cor- 
poration and a large 
number of spectators. 
An interesting address 
was delivered on the 
occasion by the 
donor, who, after re- 
ferring to the import- 
ant services which 
Free Libraries might 
render, thus eloquently 
concluded : — " This is 
a new movement, but 
for my Library I have 
the precedent of an- 
tiquity. I have spent 



THE GUSTRAP FREE LIBRARY. 

winters in sunny climes-three have been in Syria and Egypt. In the land of the Pharaohs a stone 
has been found belonging to a city which existed 2,000 years before Christ— now nearly 4,000 
years ago-and this stone formed part of the portal of a building erected for storing the papyrse 
and literature of that generation, and had engraved on it ' Medicine for the soul.' Here we have ex- 
emplified the old adage, ' There is nothing new under the sun.' Let us then, as inhabitants of this island, 
distinctly reahsing to our minds how greatly the requirements of scientific education have increased m our 
generation, endeavour to purify and elevate the minds of our fellow-men, that science and mgenmty may 



be cultivated to the glory of God ; and, not putting reason 



above faith, that they may more vividly reveal 



the beauty and wisdom of His works, and so bring their attendant blessings in our time by strengthemng 
the rising generation to fight successfully the battle c f fife. ' ' In the general reading-room, beneath a window 
looking toward the Coffee Palace, is the following inscription cut in gilt letters : ' ' This hbrary, bui t and 
.endowed by William Gilstrap, was opened July, 1883." Then follows a quotation from Cicero- Books are 
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the food of youth, the dehght of old age, the ornament of prosperity, a refuge and comfort in adversity. ' ' 

The opening ceremony took place on Thursday, July 26th, 1883, at half-past twelve o'clock. Re- 
sponding to the invitation of the Mayor, the members of the Corporation and a number of other gentlemen 
met at the Town Hall, and went in procession to the Library, in front of which a large crowd had assembled. 
On arriving at the institution they were received by Mr. Gilstrap, who handed to his Worship the key of 
the building, and requested him to unlock the door, enter, and take possession in the name of the town^ 
The Mayor proceeded to the large reading-room, where a platform had been erected, and on this the Mayor, 
the Ex-Mayor, Mr. and Mrs. Gilstrap, Mr. Grosvenor Hcdgkinson, the Town Clerk, and others were seated. 
The Rev. W. S. Chapman, Vicar of St. Leonard's, offered prayer, after which Mrs. Gilstrap declared the 
building open, and expressed the hope that it would be a pure source of pleasure and profit to all who might use 
it. Mr. Gilstrap handed to the Mayor the deeds of the Free Library, accompanying it with a short address 
in which he said he trusted that this, the most gratifying effort of his Hfe, might shed around it good 
and acceptable gifts to the future inhabitants of Newark and its neighbourhood. A deputation of working 
men then entered the room, and Mr. H. Fairboume in their behalf presented to Mr. Gilstrap an address 
of thanks, to which that gentleman replied. Cheers having been given for the donor, the company moved 
to a temporary platform erected under the Library windows, where addresses were delivered by the Mayor 
(who tendered to Mr. Gilstrap the warmest thanks of the town for his splendid gift), Mr. Aid. Branston 
Rev. M. Lucas, and Mr. Earp, M.P. At the conclusion of the opening ceremony the guests were entertained 
bv the Mayor at a luncheon at the Town Hall. 

At a pubhc soiree at the Com Exchange on August 25th, at which Mr. S. Whiles presided, an address 
of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Gilstrap was presented, and a poem offered in behalf of the children. 

The Chairman in presenting the address said : 

It is a singular fact that so long as two hundred years ago. Bishop White presented to the Parish Church . very valu- 
able library, chiefly of theological and topographical works, which now occupies a room over the south porch. A gift of books 
was also made, I believe, by Mayor John Johnson. In 1828 the then Lord Middleton presented the Stock Library and News 
Room to the members-and the room at the comer was added many years afterwards by a subscription amongst the share- 
holders and others. It is one of the cheering and hopeful signs of the times, that in various parts of our land men of means 
are making use of their wealth during their lifetime in ways which will add to the happiness of the toiling millions alleviating 
their burdens, and adding sunshine to their of t-times dark anddreary life, instead of founding charities after the olden fashion 
available as pauperising and demoralising doles, or affording a very disproportionate benefit upon only a few individuals (Hear 
hearO It is curious to reflect how few years it is since the establishment of alibrary of this kind would have been 'regarded 
as the act o an enthusias and how small a number, compared with the present day. could have availed themselves of its 

advantages.fromthewantof thenecessary education. Itmustnot be supposed, thatbecause the yomignowreceiveaschool training 
such as was not known mitil recent years, that they are sufficiently educated when they leave school. Even the most advanced caf 
only have received the rudiments of education, and their future depends upon their own efforts after school days are o^r 
I know of nothing so calcula ed to win youths from the streets and foster in them a love of reading, which is one of the 
greatest safeguards against idleness and vice, as being able to enter the walls of so beautiful and convenient 1 b" d^ng as 
you have provided free o charge and there have the privilege not only of obtaining books, but, if they wish t7be a Je 
to sit and read when perhaps their homes do not afford them either accommodation or quiet. (Hear, hear.) When I thtk 
of the possibi ities for good which this Library cffers, and also of the splendid institution only a ew ylrds dstant which the 
generous patriotism of a noble lady hasprovided-(Cheers)-I think the rising generation of thist'own espLaHyh avl mulh o b 
thankful for and no reason whatever to wish they had lived in the good old times which some of our antiquarian frLd 

"■Tt H t.' H-r." /r'- ' '^""'^ ''"' "''" "'^^ ' '"^^ ^^'^ '''^ -- - -" -^th living as "w-lot 
withstanding the difficulties of the day and the competition with whichlall have to contend. (Cheers.) Life is nlble r 
Ignoble, happy or wretched, very much acccrding to the use that is made of the me.ns within our reach • and for the young 
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espeaally. the present day affords facilities for self-improvement which our fathers and grandfathers could never even dream 
of ; but they were taught, with a literalness which in this day few would care to enforce, to be content in that state of life 
in which they were called. Content is a noble virtue, when coupled with other virtues, and regarded in the religious light 
in which a well-known and much-abused phrase was originally written. But discontent, in connection with honourable as- 
pirations, persevering industry, and a patriotic regard for the welfare of others, has done more perhaps than anything else 
to improve the condition of individuals and of nations. (Loud applause.) I hope this Library will be the means of inspiring 
many a youth with a consciousness of his own shortcomings and comparative ignorance, and with a laudable ambition to 
improve himself and to emulate the example of those whose life records he will read. It should be a special incentive to the 
youths of this our native county to remember that Notts., considering its size and population, has probably produced a longer 
roll of great historic names than any county in England— men famous in literature, in science, in arts, and in all the varied 
walks of life. (Cheers.) The name of Gilstrap has long been familiar in Newark, and to the enterprise and skill of that 
family the town is greatly indebted. Many of us remember the kindly and unassuming senior ; the sprightly urbanity and geniality 
of the lamented Mr. George (cheers) ; and the kind heartedness and quiet benevolence of the lady so lately departed. But 
none will be remembered in years to come with deeper feelings of gratitude and respect than yourself, sir, and Mrs. Gilstrap, 
whose memory this Library will long perpetuate. (Loud cheers.) By attending this meeting you" have associated yourselves 
with those whose homes will be made brighter, and whose future may be helped forward, by the use of the institution now 
freely open to all the residents of this venerable and loyal Borough, (Loud applause.) 

The Chairman then handed the address to Mr. Gilstrap. It was beautifully illuminated on vellum 
by Mr. George Sheppard, and bound in crimson velvet by Mr. E. Brooks. 

Mr. Gilstrap in the course of his reply said : 

It may be thought that all that can be said on education and the use of books has been said and reported often 
enough, and truly it may be so to many who may read these words of mine, but the people in whom I am peculiarly inter- 
ested are yourselves, your neighbours, and families who are now becoming identified with the Free Library and the opportunity 
it offers for instruction, recreation, and improvement. (Cheers.) Well, the Library now being yours, what are you going to 
do with it ? Is it to be a place of profit as well as pleasure ? I refer especially to the young, and to the duties of parent* 
and guardians to the young. I am not about to deliver a lecture on the training of children or the necessity for it. Such 
'is hardly within my province, but yoimg people we all kiiow, olive branches or vines, if left to themselves and not trained 
upwards will go anyhow, and if uncared for are passed over, and perhaps trodden down. On parents lies the responsibility 
of seeing that their children read books suitable to their age, their^occupation, and their needs. (Hear, hear.) May I ask 
you to ascertain the character of the reading your children's energies are being spent upon ? Parents should go through the 
catalogue with them, and in need have recourse to the Librarian or a well-read friend, for assistance and advice. I have 
to do this on many questions which I do not myself understand. The care of their children is an object dear to the hearts 
of parents. Have we not seen a mother, when in poor circumstances, almost denying herself food that her child may not 
want ; and again, when in better circumstances, saving her money, not to spend it on herself, but taking pride in turning 
out her children so that they may look nice in their clothing ? If all these pains are taken with the outside, will not you 
who are here to-night promise me that this gift, as intended, shall serve to complete these efforts by clothing the mind 
as well as the body with the comely and the good ? (Applause.) Education is a grand thing if properly used — as the Old 
Catechism tells us, " in that station of life in which it has pleased God to call us." (Hear, hear, and cheers.) It may be 
old-fashioned to quote this, but I am sufficiently old-fashioned not only to quote it but to impress it upon parents and children 
as a duty. (Cheers.) Donotletbookslessenthenumberof necessary working hours, nor interfere with attention to daily duties. 
Our first duty is to earn daily bread for ourselves and all those depending on us, and afterwards by careful use of our time 
by conscentious private reading and study of the different subjects we feel most fitted for, or a knowledge of which is likely, 
to be demanded of us, endeavour to increase our usefulness 'by increasing our knowledge. (Hear, hear, and applause.) 
I recollect some good advice the late Speaker of the House of Commons, Viscount Ossington, gave me in the hunting field 
some 40 years ago. I had made some little explanation for being in the hunting field away from my business, when he 
with his usual sagacity, replied, " Learn as many things as you can, and to do as many things as you can, but take care to 
learn one thing well and stick to it." (Applause.) Well, what can I say better than this to-day ? Make your work, what- 
ever it be, your special and first consideration, and let all else be subordinated to it. If after this you can find time and 
disposition to'read and enjoy the books provided I shall be cheered by the thought during the remainder of my life. 
(Cheers.) We, here, cannot have the more extended educational advantages which are enjoyed by residents in our county 
town, nor can many of you bear the expense of visiting the technical schools or evening lectures there ; but this Library will, I hope. 
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.assist those of your children who are, by God' s good gifts, more fitted for a higher culture' thaii the majority of us are. If it prove that 
NewarkboySanigirls, by a well-directed and steady use of this Library, were to show the'mselves'more intelligently u-seful, and mere 
apt to learn new duties and new occupations, when they have to face the hard world outside of their own homes, I should feel myself 
repaid ; and if , masters and mistresses should be able to say they preferred Newark boys and girls because they were more 
•willing to listen and to learn than thoS2 of other districts, I sfiould be still more gratified. (Cheers.) One of yourselves, 
representing himself a working man (I do not know but I hope he is present to-night), when at a meeting in reference to this 
Library said — " Some of the best hours of my life have been spent in reading good books and good speeches. When I see 
a good speech I read it, and I read both sides." Well, let me tell him that I am a believer in the practice, for I always read 
both sides, and I have found in my career that width and wisdom go together. (Cheers.) With all the advantages and ex- 
perience I have acquired, I possess nothing better than my friend has now within his reach . The working man of the present 
generation has many comforts and enjoyments that did not exist in our early life fifty years ago. Let us hope that this 
improvement will go on, and that something like the desires of a poet, who was more fashionable half a century ago than 
now, may be realised. He said : — 

" Lord grant the poor o'erlaboured man 
More leisure, less to bear. 

More Church, less priest, more homes for inns. 
More libraries, fewer sins. 
More music and less care." (Applause.) 

A deputation of children from the elementary schools of the town then came forward and took their 
places on the platform, while one of their number, Arthur Aspland, of the Wesleyan School, read the follow- 
ing address from the accomplished pen of Mr. R. F. Sketchley, B.A., of South Kensington Museum, a 
native of Newark : — 

We, Newark children, come to say to-night 
,, • Some lines a Newark pen has tried to write. 

Simple and short, straight from the heart sincere. 
And asking only your indulgent ear. 
What can such little folk pretend to know 
Of all our elders to your bounty owe ? 
What can we think this Library will do 
For youthful scholars now addressing you ? 
Ne tied beneath our old grey castle wall. 
Its doors are not yet open to us all, 
But to our homes some books will fin 1. their way. 
Tempting us even from our walks and play. 
And in a few swift years we all shall share 
The treasures brought together by your care ; 
Enjoy the poem, the ballad, and the tale. 
Roam with the traveller, with the voyager sail. 
Find in the record of some noble life 
Courage to face the struggle and the strife. 
Explore the realms of earth and sea and sky. 
And into nature's hidden secrets pry ; 
Peruse the wondrous tidings of the world 
In broad sheets daily for our use unfurled ; 
Learn from historians to understand 
Why we are proud of this our native land. 
And in the page of Dickenson and Brown ' 
Trace the long story of our famous town. 
When, labour done, the time for reading comes 
Within yon Library walls or in our homes. 
And in the quiet happy evening hour. 
When books exert their magic and their power, 
Some great romance or play or mighty rhyme. 
Boast of to-day, or of an older time. 
Dispels the cares of our appointed lot, 
And makes our trials and our frets forgot — 
Then shall we call to mind this joyful night. 
Then shall your gift fresh gratitude excite. ' 
Carved o'er the portals when we read your name 
In future years, and understand your fame. 
Proud of the place your bounty made our own 
Where party, sect, and class are all unknown. 
Free as the sunshine, open as the air. 
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To all the thousands who shall enter there, i 

Pure source and spring, through fresh succeeding years, 

Of knowledge, wisdom, laughter, and sweet tears, — '■•■ 

Can we be wrong to fancy we shall say, — 

Then men and women on life's changeful way, 

' ' This is real honour, this is true renown. 

To do what Gilstrap did for Newark town." 



Mrs. Gilstrap made an appropriate poetic reply, and speeches were also delivered by Mr. Neal^jjlVk, 
Howcroft, Rev. C. Crawshaw, and Mr. W. A. Smith, the addresses being interspersed with music. 

Mr. Gilstrap subsequently received the honduf of a Baronetcy r'ai- recorded in his biography in a 
previous chapter (see " Worthies and Celebrities "). 

Having been identified with the Free Library at Newark, Lady Gilstrap expressed a wish to assist in 
its development, and gave £i,ooo to be spent in the purchase of books of reference, research and art, maps, 
plans and photographs of aU kinds, to be selected by the committee, which amount was handed over to 
them for investment. 

It will be interesting, and will certainly make our narrative more complete, if we here mention the 
total sums given by the munificent donor in the estabhshment of the institution. Leaving out of considera- 
tion professional charges and numerous smaller items, the figures are as follows :— Library and surroundings 
£3,793, Balderton land for en- 



dowment £1,300, land for Castle 
Gardens £3,500, books £500, 
total £9,093, added to which 
were Sir Williani's further dona- 
tion of £1,000 in August, 1891, 
and her Ladyship's bequest, 
above mentioned, of a like 
amount. In 1894 Sir William 
hit upon the happy idea of es- 
tablishing a Children's Library, 
and gave an excellent selection 
of books for that purpose. 
The department is naturally a 
popular one, and is largely used 
by the young folk for whom it 
is designed. The first librarian 
was Mr. Killingley and the 
present librarian is Mr. Garner. 




MR. J. G. BRANSION. 



Having described the open- 
ing of the Gilstrap Free Library 
and of the Ossington Coffee 
Palace, we have now to allude 
to what may be termed a most 
satisfactory sequel to these noble 
gifts. As the work proceeded 
the idea of removing the Cattle 
Market from the precincts of the 
Castle was brought to the fore- 
front, and discussed with much 
animation and earnestness. It 
was felt that the absorption of a 
large part of the site for library 
purposes would make the space 
too restricted, and further that 
a market for cattle, in close 
proximity to the Library, Coffee 



Palace, and Castle was somewhat out of place. On October nth, 1881, an influential meeting 
was held at the Ram Hotel to consider the subject of the Cattle Market site. Mr. Huskinson Warwick 
presided, and Mr. J. G. Branston, in explaining, at the chairman's request, the object of the 
meeting, said his reason for being there was that he should hke to see the front of the Castle 
kept open in perpetuity from the Midland Railway to the Castle walls, and as he happened to agree with 
others in certain conclusions that were arrived at -though they came at those conclusions from different 
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motives— he should have much pleasure in helping on the project for placing the Cattle Market on the other 
side of the bridge. They thought it would be a fine opportunity for moving the beasts from the streets 
during fair times, and putting them into the market, while they would at the same time be keeping open 
the front of the Castle. Mr. Newton supported the view taken by Mr. Branston, and prophetically remarked 
that ' ' it would leave an opportunity for some generous donor to come forward and give the remaining part 
of the Cattle Market ' ' for public purposes. At the close of the meeting a committee was formed to take 
the subject into consideration, and thereafter, with characteristic energy and public spirit, Mr. J, G. Brans- 
ton successfully piloted the movement for the creation of a market on the other side of the river. 

At a meeting of the Sanitary Authority in December, 1881, a memorial was presented signed by no 
less than 800 farmers, tradesmen, and others in favour of the Trent Bridge site. In August, 1882, Mr. 




THE OLD CATTLE MARKET IN THE CASTLE GROUNDS. 

Branston bought the land which it was proposed to use as a market from Mr. Manners Sutton, and after 
keeping it in hand for two years, sacrificing the interest on the purchase money of £1,600, and holding loyally 
-to the scheme while it went through a period of difficulty and uncertainty, he had the satisfaction of seeing 
it carried to a successful issue. A Cattle Market Company was formed, with Mr. Branston as Chairman, 
and the site handed over to them at cost price, with a stipulation, however, embodied in the deed that the 
land should never be built upon, so realising the idea which Mr. Branston had had in view for many years- 
the maintenance of the open front of the Castle. The prompt and generous assistance which Mr. Branston 
rendered at the same time to the Castle garden scheme will be found noticed in the account of that 
movement. 
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The opening of the new Cattle Market took place on Tuesday morning, the 20th April, 1886. The 
ceremony was at nine o'clock, when there was a large attendance, and the market, with its gay decorations, 
presented an animated scene. Mr. J. G. Branston, as chairman of the directors, declared the market open, 
and the welcome announcement was received with three cheers for Mr. Branston and three more for Mr. 
Bailey. In the afternoon there was a public dinner at the Town Hall, when the speakers included Mr. 
Riddell, Lord Newark, Mr. Manners Sutton, Mr. T. Huskinson, and others, and Mr. Bailey, on behalf of 
numerous subscribers, presented Mr. Branston with a massive silver soup tureen, in recognition of the 
great services he had rendered in the matter. 

The old shambles at the back of the Town Hall were pulled down in 1884 and a new Market Hall 
erected on the site, which was opened on October 13th. The building wels constructed from the designs 
of Mr. C. Bell, F.R.I. B.A., of London. There is a lofty iron span roof, supported by elegant but strong 
pillars standing on stone corbels. The interior of the building is of white brick and the floor is of 
concrete. The exterior is of red brick and the front, which faces Middle Gate, is ornamented with a 
carving in stone of the borough arms, having underneath the words "Our chartered rights." The 
circular window at this end of the building is filled in with coloured glass from the designs of 
Mr. George Sheppard. The total cost of the building and fittings was about £3,000. At the opening 
ceremony the Mayor (Aid. Gascoyne) officiated, and speeches were delivered by Mr. Aid. Earp, M.P., 
and Mr. Crossley. At the conclusion of the ceremony a luncheon was provided by the Mayor in the 
Council Chamber. 

In the same year (1884) a new chapel was erected in the King's Road for the use of the Unitarian 
denomination. The building was opened on November nth. The style is Early English and the 
masonry is of Coddington stone with Bath stone dressings. The centre window is a handsome triple 
lancet with diamond panes of tinted glass. Beneath this window is the foundation stone, bearing 
the words "This stone was laid April 29th, 1884. The site and former chapel, now used as 
a school, were given by William Broadhurst, Esq., May, 1863." The Gothic exterior looking into 
King's Road is surmounted with Bath stone finials. The cost of the building was about £1,100 and the 
chapel will seat 250 persons. Mr. George Sheppard was the architect and Messrs. Smith and Lunn 
the builders. 

A great fire occurred in August, 1886, which destroyed Mr. Parnham's mill, in Barnby Gate, and did 
damage to the amount of about £5,000. At 12.30 o'clock on Sunday morning, August 8th, the mill was 
seen to be on fire, and the flames spread with great rapidity. The mill was four storeys high, and the fire 
appeared to have started in one comer facing Barnby Gate. This part of the edifice contained the silk reels , 
centrifugal, junipers, and rollers. Messrs. Warwick's steam fire engine rendered valuable service, under the 
direction of Mr. J. F. Warwick, and the borough fire brigade also did its best, but the building, which had 
been fitted with the newest machinery, was completely gutted. One result of the disaster was to direct 
attention to the inadequacy of the town appHances, and a steam fire engine was subsequently purchased. A 
commodious fire brigade station was erected in 1889, and Newark equipped with the means of successfully 
coping with any outbreak which may occur. 

Two other public buildings owe their origin to the activities of this period (1886), the memorial stones 
being laid of St. Augustine's Mission Room and the new Wesleyan Mission Room contiguous thereto. 



338 HISTORY OF NEWARK. 

Early in 1887 public attention was concentrated on the approaching Jubilee of the Queen's reign, and 
there was a rare outburst of loyal devotion, and gratitude for aU the blessings the nation had enjoyed 
during the fifty years Her Majesty Iiad occupied the Throne. The proposal to make the 21st of June, 1887. 
a successful and memorable day at Newark met with a noble response. A committee, of which Mr. W. E. 
Knight was Chairman, took charge of the arrangements, and the programme for the day was as follows : — 
First a service at the Parish church, at ten o'clock. From the Town Hall, the Mayor (Aid. Pratt) and those 
who had been asked to meet him would walk in procession to the church, the Mayor wearing his robes and 
attended by the mace bearers and other officials, and in this procession the members of the friendly societies 
would participate. When aU had assembled in church the congregation would unite in singing the National 
Anthem, after which the Vicar would deliver a short address. The service would be the same as that 
appointed for Westminster Abbey, the choirs from all the churches in the town to assist with the 
music. During the singing of the anthem the offertory would be taken, and the proceeds would be devoted 
to the funds of the Hospital and Dispensary. At 11 o'clock, there would be a grand trades procession, 
accompanied by the Yeomanry Band, and the Mayor, Magistrates, and Corporation would take part in 
this procession. The men's dinner would be provided at two o'clock by Mr. Jollands, of the Clinton Arms, 
in marquees to be erected in a field on the London Road. Meanwhile the children would assemble at the 
various schools, and at two o'clock meet in Castle Gate, and march at 2.15 down Stodman Street into the 
Market Place. When all had assembled in the Market at 2.30, the band would, at a signal from the Mayor, 
strike up the National Anthem, and after it had played one verse, the children would, in response to a 
further signal from the Mayor, sing the first and last verses. When they had done this they would be 
marched in procession, headed by the band, to a field adjoining the barracks, where the women's and 
children's tea would be provided by Messrs. Foster Bros, at three o'clock. After tea all who participated 
in the festivities would go to the Sconce Hills, where the band would play and amusements would be 
provided. At 9.30 fireworks would be let off, and at ten o'clock the ascent of a rocket would be the signal 
for the lighting of the bonfire on Beacon Hill, which would bring the day's observances to a close. 

This comprehensive programme gave general satisfaction, and the representatives of the leading 
trades entered into the scheme with spirit. Over sixty names were sent in of firms willing to 
participate. 

The following was the official programme of the trades procession :— 

AU who take part in the trades procession will assemble and be prepared to take up the position assigned to them in the 
Market Place at 11 o'clock and take the following route, but they are requested not to enter the Market Place except under the 
supervision o£ some of the officials having charge of the procession, and then only by Church Street and Bridge Street. 

It would conduce to order and regularity if each trade would assemble together before marching into the Market Place. 

The procession will move by signal, fanfare, at 11.30, and passing out of the Market Place into Stodman Street, Castle Gate, 
Mill Gate, Parliament Street (halt), Parndon Road to Beaumond Cross (halt), Carter Gate, Balderton Gate, William.Street, Bamby 
Road, Lodge I^aue, Friary I^ane, Magnus Street, Appleton Gate, Queen's Road, North Gate (halt) Castle Gate, Stodman Street, 
Middle Gate. Kirk Gate, Church Street, into the Market Place on the north side to the original position taken up by the procession 
before leaving. 

The Mayor will then leave his carriage and from the balcony of the Town Hall will call for three hearty cheers for Her Most 
Gracious Majesty in honour of the event, the band playing ' ' God Save the Queen. ' ' The Procession will then leave the Market 
Place and disperse. 

Arrangements for the Procession before starting. 

To assemble and be prepared to enter the Market Place at U o'clock under the directions of the officials in the following 
order : — 
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Police in front of the Town Hall and prepared to pass into Stodman Street. 

Corporation, Magistrates, Mayor and Mayoress, Pire Brigade. 

Yeomanry Band, in a line with Johnson's Boarding-house and facing Town Hall. 

The remainder of the procession will form continuous lines in the following order, commencing on the south side of the 
Market Place, near Clinton Arms Hotel, and head of columns facing west of Town Hall side, each line following in succession :— 
Foresters, Oddfellows, Maltsters, Brewers, four abreast. Millers, Bakers, Ironfounders, Moulders, Shoeing Smiths, Post 
Office, Carriage Builders, Rowing Club, Butchers, Mineral Waters, Pine Arts, Music and Pianoforte Makers, Bell Ringers, United 
Kingdom, Hair Dressers, Builders, Stone Masons, Bricklayers, Carpenters, Timber Merchants, Plumbers, Grocers, Sugar Boilers, 
Tobacconists, Asphalters, Newark Roadmen, Coal Merchants, Boot and Shoe Makers, Glass and China Dealers, Plaster Merchants' 
Quarrymen, Corn and Seed Merchants and Sheep Dipping, Fishing Tackle Makers, Fishmongers, Fruiterers, Bill Posters, 
Horsemen and others wishing to join in the Procession. 

The day was brilliantly fine, and the town presented a most animated and picturesque scene. Every 
street was gay with bunting, and the pomp and pageantry with which the celebration was characterised 
were worthy of so notable and historic an occasion. In the centre of the town there was scarcely a house 
which was not decorated with coloured drapery, while the inhabitants of yards and bye-streets put forth 
their best efforts to adorn their little dwellings. The programme, as indicated above, was carried out with 
great eclat. At the service at the Parish Church the ministers of all denominations in the town attended, 
together with the clergy, choirs, town council, magistrates, borough officials and others. Two verses of the 
National Anthem were sung, and the Vicar dehvered a short address from the II Chronicles, ix, 8. The rest 
of the service was an exact counterpart of that used at Westminster Abbey and arranged by Dr. Bridge, 
the organist and choirmaster of the Abbey. The opening versicles having been intoned by the Rev. 
G. W. Saunders, senior curate, the " Te Deurn Laudamus" to music by His Royal Highness, the late 
Prince Consort, was given by the united choirs. The Rev. E. Bate, curate, intoned the second portion 
of the prayers and the Rev. H. A. Jukes, Vicar of Christ Church, read the lesson, after which the anthem 
composed expressly for the Royal Jubilee service by Dr. Bridge was sung. The words of this composition 
were chosen by the Vicar for his text. The choir consisted of thirty-six boys and twenty-six men. On 
leaving the church the Mayor, clergy, magistrates, and Corporation returned to the Town Hall. 

Meanwhile those participating in the trades procession, under the direction of Col. Newton,* had 
been gathering in the Market Place in accordance with the instructions laid down in the official programme, 
and a demonstration of unusual interest and magnificence was witnessed. During the progress of the 
procession, which was illustrative of all the trades carried on in the Borough, it was watched with great grati- 
fication and three beautiful bouquets were presented to the Mayoress. At 2 o'clock a dinner for men was 
provided in an enormous tent erected in a field on the London Road, where the new School of Art has since 
been built. About 2,600 tickets had been distributed, and the meal consisted of roast beef and plum 
pudding and a pint of beer or gingerbeer per man. Meanwhile at 2.15 all the children assembled in Castle 
Gate and marched into the Market Place. About 3,500 were present under the direction of their teachers. 
Each child wore a handsome medal, the gift of the Mayor. After singing the National Anthem, the children 
were taken to a field on the Hawton Road, where they had tea. When they had been regaled a meat tea 
for women was provided, over 3,000 tickets having been given away. After the repast the women and 

*Col. William Newton held an important and influential position for many years as Magistrates' Clerk, District Coroner, 
Registrar of the County Court, Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Burial Board, and other bodies. He resided at Hill Side 
House, which he erected, was a warm supporter of the volunteer movement, and attained the rank of Dieut.-Col.; also a 
prominent Freemason. He died February 6th, 1899, and is buried in the Cemetery. 
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children made their way to the Sconce Hills, to indulge in various amusements, the proceedings of the 
day terminating with a brilliant display of fireworks, under the direction of Mr. Charles Johnson. On 
Beacon Hill under the superintendence of Aid. T. Smith, an enormous bonfire was lighted. Upwards of 40 

tons of material were contributed by \-arious tradesmen in the 
lown, and at half-past ten o'clock, on a signal from Belvoir 
Castle, a light was applied to the huge mass and immense flames 
shot up into the air, \-isible many miles away. The streets of tlie 
town were splendidly illuminated with Chinese lanterns and 
oil lamps. Most of the residents put on the gas, threw up their 
windows, and created as bright a show as possible. Hundreds 
of fairy lamps, devices in gas of crowns and monograms, and 
other adornments made up a brilliant scene, and crowds of persons 
thronged the streets admiring it until a late hour. 




MR. \V. XF.wroN. 



On August 3rd, 1887, the following paragraph appeared in 
the Ncu'ark A dvcrtiser : — 

' ' We understand that the committee appointed to carry out 
the scheme for the formation of the Castle Gardens have 
determined, now that the festivities in connection with the Jubilee 
are over, to proceed with the important undertaking entrusted to 
them — that of creating, by the opening of pubhc pleasure 
grounds at the Castle, a permanent memorial of the Jubilee 
year. A meeting of the Committee was held yesterday, 
when there were present- Mr. Earp, Mr. Riddell, Mr. Newton, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Gascoyne, Dr. Job, Mr. 
R. H. Warwick, and Mr. G. H. I^ranston. .Vrrangements were made with ^Ir. :\Iilner, the celebrated land- 
scape gardener, to commence operations without delay, and we feel sure that those who have not 3'et con- 
tributed to the fund will, by their liberal aid, assist in the effort to make the gardens worthy of the historic 
site they will occupy and a credit to the town. A public appeal will shortly be made for subscriptions, 
and an account has already b(!en opened at Messrs. Smith's Bank, Mr. l?.iddell ha\'iiig kindly consented to 
receive contributions. ' ' 

In September a circular was issued appealing for further funds, and explaining full}' all that was pro- 
posed to be d(jne. After referring to the establisliment of the Library, and donations of£r,20o by Lady 
Ossington and £500 by Mr. H. Branston, the circular went on to say : — 

The (lid Cattle JIarkst site bein;,' thus happil)' available, it was felt that an effurt sliDuld be made to seeure the whole of the 
grounds, ,so as to give the public the full advantages of them, and to throw open to view the historic ruins of our ancient Castle. 
Arrangements are in progress for obtaining the Crown property, consisting of grounds lying between the ruins and Castle 
Gate, and in order to secure, if possible, the whole of the laud adjoining the Castle, negotiations were entered into with the Duke 
of Newcastle for the land and premises on the wharf near the Trent Bridge. His Grace offered to sell all or part of his 
property on the following terms: — (a) The whole block, including house and garden occupied by Mr. Slather, the warehouse, 
wharf, and offices occupied by Mr. Knight, for the sum of /^2,000. (b) The warehouse, wharf, and Mr. Knight's offices for ;/^l,500 
(the warehouse and offices to be pulled down), (c) Part of the wharf and Mr. Knight's offices (the offices to be pulled down) 
for the sum of £800. It will be at once seen that the (irst-named proposal (a) gives a full opportunitv f()r carrying out this great 
town improvement in its entirety, and should, if possible, be undertaken. The committee felt that it might not be possible to raise 
the _/'2, 000 required ; also they realised that there might be some difficulty in raising even the /1, 500 necessary under the second 
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(b) scheme. Mr. Joseph Gilstrap Branston thereupon offered to take the house and garden at ^1,000, thus leaving the com- 
mittee the second (b) scheme for £1,000 instead of ;£l,500, Mr. Branston reserving to himself power to provide a one-storey 
offic; for Mr. Knight at the end of the houss ; but he will covenant with the Duke never to erect any building upon the garden 
adjoining the river, nor to increase the height of the present house, nor to do anything which shall impede the view of the 
Castle ; moreover, he agrees to resell the property, including the new office, to the Corporation for £1,000 at any time within 
ten years. Under these favourable conditions the committee calculate that they will have to raise £2,500 to £3,500. 

In response to this appeal, and to the continuous efforts which were made, contributions flowed in 
in a very liberal manner. A house to house canvass was also instituted, and all classes contributed to the 
iunds according to their means. The committee were thus enabled to report to the Sanitary Authority, in 
December, that the whole of the money required to accomplish the work had been raised ' ' by voluntary 
subscriptions amounting to over £2,500, in addition to the sum of £1,200 given by Lady Ossington." 
The superintendence of the work of laying out the gardens was entrusted to Mr. H. E. Milner, of Dulwich 
Wood, Norwood, whose admirable plan met with general approbation. The contract for the ironwork of 
the railings was entrusted to Messrs. Bradley, and that for the stone coping to Messrs. Thrale. 




THE CASTI,E GARDE>JS. 



The opening ceremony took place on Friday, May 24th, 1889. The streets were agam gay with 
decorations, the bands were playing merry music, and the bells ringing joyously. The Mayor magis- 
trates, and Corporation met at the Town Hall at 11.45 a.m., and the band of the Robin Hood Rifles, 
in their far-famed ' ' Lincoln Green," were stationed outside. A large crowd of people had a so coUected to 
witness the starting of the procession. First came the Robin Hoods, and then the Mayor (Mr. Aid. Hole) 
in his scarlet robes and chain, attended by the mace bearers, Messrs. Lynn & Son, m their gowns, and the 
Mayor's officer, Mr. Wragg, in uniform. Accompanying his Worship were the Town Clerk (Mr Godfrey 
Tallents) the Bishop of Nottingham (Dr. Trollope), the Archdeacon of Nottingham (Venerable Brough Maltby), 
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the Vicar (the Rev. Marshall Wild) and many others. Passing down Stodman Street, which 
looked admirable with its gay adornments, the procession turned into Castle Gate, where the decorations 
were also very pleasing. Arriving at the entrance to the Gardens the band passed through to take up a 
position assigned it on the green, and the procession halted in front of the gates. Here a large crowd 
dressed in holiday attire had assembled, while within the grounds were the subscribers and visitors who had 
received tickets of admission from his Worship. There was also awaiting the Mayor Mr. Henry Branston, 
J. P., of the Friary, who had been deputed to act in the name of all the subscribers, and accompanying Mr. 
Branston were the following members of the Gardens Committee, who had had the responsible task of carry- 
ing the good work to its completion :— Mr. Councillor Earp, Mr. J. G. Branston, J.P.,Lieut.-Col. Newton, 
Mr. G. H. Branston, Mr. Mackenzie, J. P., Alderman Gascoyne, J. P., and Mr. H. A. Marsh (hon. sec). 
When the band had been admitted the gates were closed by Mr. Henry Branston, and then after a brief 
interval the same gentleman unlocked them, and bade a hearty welcome to the Gardens to the Mayor. 
Magistrates, and Corporation, and the general public who followed after the procession. A move 
was then made towards the terrace, where it had been arranged that the speaking should take place. 
The pathway was lined on either side by the Newark Rifle Volunteers, under Major GrosvenorHodgkinson, 
who had previously marched to the ground headed by their band, to form a guard of honour. 

Mr. Branston, in his opening address, gave the following admirable sketch of the historic ruin and the 
scenes it had witnessed : — 

The space is contracted, but the massive remains of the old Castle make it a perfect and glorious picture. What associa- 
tions are connected with this noble ruin ! And if its walls could speak, what tales they could tell ! Indeed, we stand upon 
historic ground, and although we may rejoice in the privilege of living in this boasted nineteenth century, this age of civilisation 
and progress, shall we feel less proud of the ages that are gone ; the traditions and glories of our famous town, and its renowned 
Castle ? Let us borrow the wand of the enchanter, Sir Walter Scott, and in the novel of ' ' Ivanhoe ' ' see our Castle as it stood 
in the days of the Plantagenets, the lofty Baron, and the armed retainers, the highborn Dames, pursuing their tapestry work at 
yonder oriel window, overlooking the streak of silver, the fair Trent. Again a change in the panorama — we live in the days of 
the Tudors, our Castle is another Kenilworth, jousts and tournaments having very likely taken place on the spot we now occupy. 
Another scene, and we find ourselves in the days of the Stuarts. It is recorded that the Corporation entertained King Jamea 
the First at a banquet held in this Castle, and that Aid. Twentyman on that occasion recited a long I<atin speech, with which 
the monarch was so delighted that he would have it repeated. What a merry meeting it must have been ! (Cheers.) How 
the rafters of the lofty chamber in which the banquet was held must have echoed to jest and song ! Perhaps in addition to 
Nottinghamshire worthies, other guests were invited to meet the King. There might be Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Francis 
Bacon, Will Shakespeare, Ben Johnson, and George Heriot ; at least I like to think so ! (Cheers.) 'And now we come to the 
disastrous days of the Monarchy, and what a picture of loyalty does our town present in those troublous times, fortified on all 
sides by gates, ramparts, and drawbridges, ready to sustain its three successive sieges. How the aldermen and burgesses must 
have fought ! How, after buckling on their armour, they must have hurried to the ramparts, and repelled the fierce onslaught 
of the stem Roundheads ! The theme is most interesting, but time flies, and I must desist, claiming your indulgence for thus 
letting my imagination run riot. I trust I have carried with me the voice of the subscribers. (Cheers.) We have been 
animated with one spirit, the preservation of a monument of the past, and the desire to give a beautiful garden for the delight 
and recreation of our townsmen for ever. I say we are proud of having raised this sum of ;^2,500 for this object. (Cheers.) 
And now, Mr. Mayor, on behalf of the committee and subscribers, I have the pleasure of placing in your hands the key of the 
gardens, feeling assured that the aldermen and town councillors of this historic town, of which you, Mr. Mayor (so deservedly 
esteemed), are at this time the supreme head, will gladly take interest and pride in the preservation and beauty of this ancient 
structure and its picturesque surroundings. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. Branston then handed the key to the Mayor, who declared the Gardens opened amid loud 
applause. 
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At the close of his Worship's remarks, hearty cheers were given for the Mayor, Mr. Branston, Sir 
William Gilstrap, and Lady Ossington, while the Volunteers fired a feu de joie and gave a royal salute. 

A paper full of interesting historical details was read by Mr. Hodgson Fowler, F.S.A.,* and the com- 
pany then adjourned to the Town Hall, where luncheon was provided by the Mayor for a large number 
of guests. The speakers included the Mayor, Earl Manvers, the Bishops of Lincoln and Nottingham, 
Sir William Gilstrap, Bart., Colonel Fane, Mr. E. M. Hutton Riddell, Viscount Newark, M.P., the Dean of 
Rochester, Aid. Earp, Archdeacon Maltby, Mr. J. G. Branston, and Mr. W. E. Tallents. 

To preserve the continuity of the narrative of eventsconnected with the Queen's Jubilee, we have thus 
far refrained from introducing any reference to other matters associated with the years 1887-9. There 
were several, however, which must not pass unnoticed. 

On April 7th, 1888, the Post Office was removed from the corner of Wilson Street, near the Parish 
Church, to the centre of Carter Gate. It is now (1907) about to be removed again to Kirk Gate, where new 
buildings for its special accommodation are being erected by Mr. Gill. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, June 26th and 27th, 1888, a large amount of valuable property in 
Newark, belonging to the Duke of Newcastle, was offered for sale at the Town Hall. Sir John Whittaker 
Ellis, of London, was the auctioneer, and there was a large company. The lots offered comprised the 
Trent Brewery, the Clinton Arms, the Saracen's Head and Ram Hotels, seven fully-licensed public houses, 
a beer-shop, and a number of other properties. The first day's sale realised £25,140, and the second day's 
sale £9,830, total £34>970- 

On July 7th, 1888, Christ Church Parochial Mission Rooms were opened by the Bishop of Southwell 
The cost including the site was about £750. Mr. George Sheppard was the architect, and Messrs. Smith 
and Lunn, the builders. 

On January 13th, 1889, new Board Schools in Lover's Lane were opened by the Mayor (Aid. Hole). The 
occasion marked an era in the educational history of the town, the buildings being the first which had 
been erected in connection with the School Board. Messrs. Hine & Son, of Nottingham, were the archi- 
tects, and Messrs. Smith and Lunn, of Newark, the builders. 

At the opening ceremony speeches were delivered by the Mayor, the Chairman of the School Board 
(Aid. W. N. Nicholson), Mr. Earp, M.P., Mr. W. E. Knight, and Mr. R. M. Morris. Subsequently the 
children attending the schools were entertained at tea, and on leaving each child was presented with a 
gilt-edged card, containing a suitable inscription, as a memorial of the event. 

The census was completed in April, 1891, when the population was 14,563. At the previous census 
it was 14,089, so that the increase in ten years had been only 474. 

There was a serious epidemic of influenza in May, in some instances every member of a household 
being smitten. There were few establishments of any magnitude that altogether escaped the infection, 
while several well-known public men succumbed. 

*Vide Vol. I pp. 33-6. 



341 



HISTORY OF NEWARK. 



Near the close of 1891 (December 23rd) a disastrous fire occurred on the side of the Market-place 
nearest the Church, on the premises occupied by Mr. James Knight, draper. The windows were bedecked 
for Christmas, and a boy was Hghting the gas in one of them, when some of the fancy material caught fire. 
The flames spread with great rapidity, threatening the whole block of buildings adjoining. In Messrs. 
Wilkinson's chandlery were large stores of fat and candles, and if these had caught fire, the safety of the 
Church would have been endangered. Fortunately, Messrs. Warwick's steam fire engine came up with 
great promptitude, and poured a flood of water on the back of the burning building. The Town Brigade 
with the new steamer also joined manfully in the work, and the progress of the flames was arrested, but 
not before damage had been done to the extent of £4,000 to £5,000. 

The risk to which the Church had been exposed led to a movement to clear away the old buildings 



on the south side, and an 
appeal to the public was 
issued, signed by Mr. 
Newton as hon. sec. and 
Mr. E. M. H. Riddell as 
hon. treasurer, in which 
it was stated that it was 
considered desirable that 
the whole of the build- 
ings adjoining the 
Church, consisting of a 
taUow chandlery, belong- 
ing to Mr. William 
Willcinson, Mr. Knight's 
back buildings, and a 
slaughterhouse, cottage 
and buildings belonging 
to the trustees of the late 
Mr. Johnson, should be 




THE OLD SHOP REMOVED IX 1892. 



purchased and (if suffici- 
ent money could be 
raised) the front site 
of Mr. Knight's premises. 
With that view a com- 
mittee, consisting of the 
Mayor (Aid. Earp), the 
Ex-Mayor, the Vicar, 
Aldermen Pratt, Nichol- 
son and Quibell, Messrs. 
H. Branston, J. G. 
Branston, Tallents, 
Knight, Warwick, Bishop, 
Willson, and Oakden, was 
formed to acquire the 
first-named properties for 
£1,950. The front site of 
Mr. Knight's premises 
could be obtained for the 



further sum of £650, making a total outlay of £2,600. Very liberal subscriptions were promised. The 
Mayor, Mr. Pratt, Messrs. Smith & Co. and Col. Thorpe gave £200 each, Mr. H. Branston and Messrs. 
J. W. and H. Branston £150 each, Messrs. Hole and Co. £100, etc. With the funds raised the back part 
of the premises, with the tallow chandlery, were cleared away, together with the old fish shop, so long 
occupied by Mr. Winn, thus creating the present open space, and exposing to view the south side of the 
church, with its beautiful architectural proportions. 

The traditional loyalty of Newark found renewed expression on the occasion of the wedding of Prince 
George (now Prince of Wales) with Princess May, on July 6th, 1893. The principal thoroughfares were 
ablaze with colour, and illuminations at night with gas jets and fairy lights made a pretty scene. The sum 
of £314 was raised by subscription, by means of which tea was given to the children, widows, and aged. 
Amusements were provided on the Sconce Hills with a brilliant display of fireworks ; and in the Market Place 
in the afternoon the townspeople assembled to listen to the delightful music of the famous band of the 2nd 
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battalion Cheshire Regiment, under the conductorship of Bandmaster Hurst, himself a native of 
Newark. Two bands, that of the Sherwood Rangers and the Borough Band, played on the Sconce Hills. 
The number of children who were entertained to tea was 3,500 and the old folks present numbered about 
1,000. 

During October, 1893, Newark was a centre of interest to naturalists and others, owing to the visit 
of a friendly cormorant, which continued to perch week after week on the arrow at the top of the spire of 
the Parish Church. The Times, the Standard, and most of the provincial papers noticed the incident, 
while Punch had some poetry upon it. The bird went away several hours each day to fish in the Trent, 
and returned after his sport to his lofty perch, where he might be seen trimming his feathers and making 
himself comfortable . 

the steeple repoint- ten days the river 

'^ THE SPACE CLEARED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE CHURCH. 

ed, and the weather- was safe for skaters. 

A hockey match was played between Newark and Burton, and above Averham Weirs hundreds of 
people disported themselves on the ice. Owing to these severe frosts many were thrown out of work, a 
good deal of distress being occasioned. To alleviate this the Mayor called a meeting, which was largely 
attended, and in a few days subscriptions flowed in amounting to over £300. As a result of this 
generosity— excelled by no other town in England in proportion to its size — the sufferings of the poor were 
alleviated and a considerable amount of genuine misery assuaged. 

The telephone was introduced into Newark during May, 1895, and this useful method of communi- 
cation has been adopted by many firms and private residents in the town. 

When 1897 was ushered in, the townspeople were wondering what it would be possible to do to celebrate 
the Queen's Diamond Jubilee in a worthy manner. The first Advertiser of the year announced that the 
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Mayor (Alderman Pratt) would shortly convene a meeting, to consider and decide what steps should be 
taken " to celebrate in a fitting manner the Queen's record reign." Some time previously it had been 
suggested that the best permanent memorial would be the erection of a new School of Art, and not only 
had the Mayor intimated his intention of giving a handsome gift, but the nieces of Sir WiUiam Gilstrap 
had most generously promised a sum of £1,500. As to the question of a site, the Duke of Newcastle had 
been approached, and had kindly offered to provide one. 

As there could not very well be a celebration without the music of the bells, and as it had become 
essential they should be refitted and rehung, subscriptions were first invited towards this object, £180 
being asked for. The money was soon raised and the work entrusted to Messrs. Taylor and Son, of 
Loughborough. 

These preliminaries having been dealt with, the Mayor invited the townspeople to a meeting at the 
Town HaU on February i6th. This meeting will be memorable, not only for the steps it decided upon 
to commemorate the Jubilee, but because a letter was read at it from Captain (now Major) John MacRae 
Gilstrap, dated February 15th, in which he said :- " It was the intention of the late Sir William Gilstrap 
to have presented to the town of Newark the sum of £5.000, but owing to his death the arrangements 
were not completed. To-day being the anniversary of his death, I, as his successor and representative in 
Newark, have much pleasure in making over to the town the sum of three thousand five hundred pounds 
(£3.500), which, with the one thousand five hundred (£1,500). already given by his three nieces towards a 
School of Science and Art, makes up the £5,000 promised. This sum of £5,000 is given by us to the town 
on a distinct understanding that it is not a separate gift, but is the carrying out of Sir William Gilstrap's 
intentions, and the fulfilment of his promise to the town," Needless to say, the reading of the letter 
containing this generous and gratifjdng announcement was received with much satisfaction, and a vote 
of thanks was passed by acclamation.* 

So far as the Jubilee itself was concerned, it was resolved to proceed with the Art School, to give treats 
to the children and aged poor, and to provide playgrounds in each ward. From this time forth subscrip- 
tions were received foreacli of these three worthy objects, and came in very freely and satisfactorily. At 
a meeting of the Tradesmen's Association in April, Mr. W. F. (now Alderman) After suggested that among 
the festivities of the day there should be a cycle carnival, and the idea was at once most cordially supported. 
The Newark Horsekeepers' Association also decided upon a parade of horses on the Sconce Hills. At a 
meeting of the Jubilee Committee on May nth, the Mayor announced that his Grace the Duke of New- 
castle had kindly offered to give, as a Jubilee gift, a piece of land for the Art School on the London Road, 
having an area of la. ir. agp. This most eligible site, in lieu of one previously offered, was gratefully 
accepted, and the liberality of his Grace heartily appreciated. At the same meeting the Mayor intimated 
his intention of paying for the children's treat at the Jubilee out of his own pocket. On the Queen's 
birthday his Worship gave a banquet at the Town Hall, and during June the Jubilee rejoicings were the 
one prevailing topic. 

The preliminary events were those of Thursday, Friday, and Sunday, June r7th, i8th and 20th. On 
the first two days the Mayor visited the schools with his son, Mr. W. Pratt, and delighted each 
child by the gift to it of a medal. On Friday night, seven sheep and three quarters of Australian 
beef, sent by the County Council, were distributed to 400 recipients in the Market Hall. 

* The ;^3,500 was invested in land, the rents of which go to the Free Jvibrary. 
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There was a crowded congregation at the Parish Church, on Sunday morning. The Mayor, magistrates, 
and Corporation assembled at the Town Hall, and went in procession, accompanied by the macebearers 
and of^cials. The Newark Volunteers paraded 1 15 strong, accompanied by the bugle band, under the 
command of Colonel Nicholson, the other officers present being : — Captain Adkins, Lieutenant Hodg- 
kinson, Surgeon-Major Appleby, Surgeon-Lieut. Job, Sergt.-Instructor Denihan. The Church Lads' 
Brigade attended, and the fire brigade in their uniform, and a special feature was the presence, in their 
regalia, of the officials of the friendly societies. The procession was headed by Bro. James Neal, Past 
Grand Master of the Order of Druids, and Bros. Ball and Longdon, the secretary and treasurer of the 
Nelson Lodge. It is estimated that about 2,500 people were in the church. The service commenced 
with the singing of the National Anthem. The appointed service for Accession Day followed, and the 
HaUelujah Chorus was sung as an anthem. The Rev. F. O. Colley read the prayers and the Vicar (Rev. 
M. Wild) the lessons. The Vicar preached the sermon. 

Of the joyous event itself, which took place on Tuesday, June 22nd, we cannot do better than quote 
words written on the same evening. " As one large family, all Newarkers united in a splendid 
effort to celebrate with fitting edat one of the most memorable occasions in our national life. Rich and 
poor took their parts in this magnificent celebration, and not only in the main streets but in the 
courts and alleys flags and other emblems of rejoicing abounded. The streets were a charming picture 
in the day with their masses of colour ; and at night, with its brilliant illuminations, the town presented 
a fascinating scene. The Horse Parade went off admirably, and the Cycle Carnival was a triumphant 
success, affording unbounded pleasure to the thousands of spectators who Hned the streets. The 
festivities on the Hills, the lantern parade, the fireworks, and the bonfire completed a busy and joyous 
day, that can be looked back upon with pride and pleasure by every inhabitant of our famous 
borough." 

Nor was this all. In September, Alderman Pratt, referring to a proposal to place a new clock in the 
Parish Church, by subscription, at a cost of £185, offered to pay the amount required himself. 

If therefore, we include subscriptions for public objects such as the Jubilee school and playgrounds, 
the definite gifts to the town already enumerated, including of course those specified in the letter of 
Major MacRae Gilstrap, we reach in this memorable year a total given of close upon £10,000, a record 
worthy of a town which has produced a long line of benefactors, from the days of Magnus. Brown and 
Phillipot down to our own times. 

The chief event of 1898 was the formal opening of the new Corporation Waterworks at Famsfield 
on August 6th. A special train ran from Newark, and on the Mayor (Mr. Milthorp) and the visitors arriving 
at the works, his Worship started one of the engines, and Mr. Doubleday, Chairman of the Waterworks 
Committee, the other. After an inspection of the machinery and building, the party were entertained to 
luncheon under a marquee by the Mayor. 

This important undertaking commenced in 1891 by the passing of an Act to enable the Corporation 
to purchase the old waterworks at Muskham from the Waterworks Company (the price paid being 
/38 000) and to construct new works at Famsfield. The engineer consulted was Mr. H. Rofe, of Victoria 
Street London, and the work was carried out under his efficient direction, Messrs. Watt & Co., of 
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Birmingham, supplying the engines, Messrs. Hodson & Son, of Nottingham, being contractors for the pump- 
ing station, and Messrs. Jenkins and Son, of Leamington, laying the mains from Farnsfield to Newark. By 
the Act of 1891 the capital authorised was £76,034, in addition to the amount necessary to purchase the 
old works, and to pay the costs of the Act. In 1897 a further Act was obtained to enable extensions to 
be made, and increasing the authorised capital to £149,000. The area now supplied includes not only 
the borough of Newark, but also Southwell, Farndon, Balderton, Winthorpe, etc. There are three 
reservoirs, one at Halam, the old one on Beacon Hill, and a new one in close proximity, constructed in 
1905. A bountiful supply of pure water is obtained from the new red sandstone, and a great boon thereby 
conferred on the town and district. The loans now stand at £124,152, which are being gradually reduced 
by annual re-payments. 

In 1899 the topic which absorbed the interest of everyone was the War in South Africa, following upon 
the impudent ultimatum from the Boers. The deep and sympathetic interest felt in Newark and district,- 
for those who were fighting the country's battles was shown by the magnificent response made to an 
appeal which appeared in the Advertiser of November ist for a Shilling Fund for Wounded Soldiers ^nd 
Widows and Orphans, and also by the amount contributed to the Mayor's Fund for similar objects, 
the former realising £7 ro, and the latter £465. The response of the people of Newark and district was 
not alone in money but in men also, more than the required number of Volunteers and Yeomanry 
having bravely offered themselves for service at the front in this time of England's difficulty and 
danger. 

The progress of the War in 1930 continued to be watched with deepest anxiety. The attacks upon 
the beseiged at Ladysmith, Kimberley and Mafeking, the movements of Lords Roberts and Kitchener, 
the hard fighting of General BuUer's forces, and then the fortunate turn of the tide, the Boer disaster at 
Paardeberg, the victorious march of Lord Roberts, the relief of the sorely tried garrisons, and the occupation 
of the enemy's chief towns kept the public mind for months at high tension. The news of the relief of 
Ladysmith at the close of February created great rejoicings at Newark, the town being gaily decorated. 
References to the British victories were made in the places of worship, and thanksgiving prayers were 
offered. The relief of Mafeking and the Queen's birthday were celebrated together on Thursday, May 24th. 
At ten o'clock there was a thanksgiving service at the Parish Church, followed by band concerts in the 
Market Place and at night a lantern parade. A telegram of congratulation to the Queen received a prompt 
and gracious acknowledgment. 

In aid of the Mayoral Fund for the assistance of the wives and famihes of the Auxiliary Forces, His 
Worship hit upon the excellent idea of offering for sale a medal in bronze and silver. On the obverse 
the medal bore the town arms, the date, and " F. H. Appleby, Mayor," and on the reverse the words, 
" Struck in aid of the Mayor's Fund for the famihes of Newark soldiers who fought in the Transvaal 
War." The Mayoress was equally active, and in response to her appeal, parcels of clothing and other 
useful commodities were contributed by the ladies of the town and neighbourhood to be forwarded to the 
troops at the front. 

It was recognised that though the Boers had been defeated it must be some months before the war 
could come to a close. De Wet, Botha, and others continued under arms with their mobile forces, and in 
June came the sad news of the capture by De Wet of the Notts Mihtia at Rhenoster River. The regiment, 
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whose headquarters are at Newark, and which went out 600 strong, made a noble and gallant stand, but 
being raked with shell and rifle fire from the Boers, who were well entrenched awaiting their arrival, and 
having no guns with which to reply, was compsUed, after enduring considerable loss for five hours, to sur- 
render to the enemy. Several officers and men from Newark were among the kiUed and wounded. 

On Thursday afternoon, October 25th, 1900, the new School of Science and Art, which had been 
erected on the London Road as a memorial of the Diamond Jubilee, was formally opened by the Mayor 
(Dr. Appleby). The school had flourished for many years under disadvantageous circumstances, having 
been located in rooms at the Mechanics' Institute, which were inadequate for its purposes. When it was 
proposed, therefore, that Newark should do something permanent to show its loyal gratification at the 
Diamond Jubilee of her Majesty's reign, attention was directed to the requirements of the Art School, and 
it was resolved to erect a new building worthy of the town. As already mentioned, a spacious site on the 



London Road 
was generously 
given by the 
Duke of New- 
castle, and sub- 
scriptions were ' 
received a- 
mounting to the 
handsome sum 
of £3,800. The 
value of the 
land given by 
his Grace, esti- 
mated at 4s. per 
yard, was 
£1,452, and a- 
mongst the 
principal subs- 
cribers were the 
three nieces of 




THE SCHOOL OF ART. 



Sir WiUiam Gils- 
trap (Mrs. Mac 
Rae Gilstrap, 
Mrs. Manners, 
of Fornham, 
and Miss Gil- 
strap) who each 
contributed 
£500, Aid. Pratt 
£250, Aid. Earp 
£200, Mr. James 
Gresham £225, 
and Colonel 
Thorpe, Mr. J. 
G. Branston, 
Mr G. H. Bran- 
ston, and Aid. 
Hole £100 each ; 
while Mrs. 
Fletcher gave a 



handsome donation to found a School Library. The Science and Art Department supplemented the 
subscriptions with a grant of £476, and the County Council contributed the fittings. Competitive designs 
were sent in, and those of Messrs. Mallows and Grocock, of Bedford, selected, the foundation stone being 
laid on October 20th, 1898, by Miss Gilstrap. 

The building is of brick with bays and portico. The entrance doors are half glazed with tinted glass 
and leaded lights, and swing doors from the lobby open into a spacious hall, where the works of the students 
are from time to time displayed. On the ground floor are the rooms which constitute the Science School, and 
the second floor, which is reached by an imposing staircase, is devoted to art teaching, and includes three 
spacious rooms, one for hfe study, one for freehand drawing and geometry, and one for light and shade 
and model drawing. There is also a room for the headmaster (Mr. Leslie Jackson), a small conservatory, 
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a dark room for photography, a caretaker's kitchen fitted with kitchen range and hot water apparatus, a 
small storeroom, and at the rear of the building a room for wood carving and modelling, which can be 
divided into two studios by means of a movable curtain. Mr. W. Smith, of Newark, was the contractor. 
The total amount contributed, including the Government grant, was £4,288 7s. iid., and the committee 
had in hand about £400, so that the cost of the undertaking was nearly £3,900. 

The opening ceremony took place at 3.15 p.m., in a large tent erected at the rear of the building. 
The Mayor presided, and the speakers were Earl Manvers, Sir. C. Welby, M.P., Rev. T. Gough (Retford), 
and Mr. Dunstan, M.A. 

The year 1900 was also notable for the introduction of new firms to Newark and its vicinity from 
London. The advent of two such important firms as those of Messrs. Alan Ransome and Co., of the 
New Century Works, at the foot of Beacon Hill, and of Messrs. Simpson and Co., who established a 
large branch of their business in extensive works at Low Fields, Balderton, made the close of the 19th 
century a very memorable period in the development of the town. 

The passing of 1900 was marked by solemn services, and notably by a combined service at the 
Parish Church, when a special form, devised by the Bishop of Southwell for use in the diocese, was 
read and found very helpful. The Vicar of Newark delivered the address, in the course of which he 
referred to the wonderful inventions and discoveries by which general comfort and prosperity had been 
spread throughout the world and through all classes of men, and the vast and beneficent re- 
volutions effected in peaceable and gradual ways. The address at the Wesleyan Chapel was given by the 
Rev. Joseph Bush, who devoted himself to a review of Wesleyan Methodism during the century. Many 
young people spent the last evening of 1900 most happily and joyously at the Town Hall as guests of the 
Mayor and Mayoress (Councillor and Mrs. After). 

The year 1901 opened amidst storms and floods, the low lands of the Tolneys being under water, 
and the football field and north side of Muskham Road resembling an extensive lake. When at its height 
the flood was only eleven inches below that of 1875, and eight inches above the big flood of 1852. 

But the event of the month of January — and, indeed, of the year— which aroused the keenest interest 
and deepest sorrow in Newark, as it did throughout the Empire and the world, was the death of Queen 
Victoria, which took place on Tuesday, the 22nd. By direction of the Vicar, the muffled minute bell 
was tolled, and at a meeting of the Town Council on the 24th a resolution of condolence with the King and 
Royal Family was unanimously passed . It was also resolved to send to His Majesty congratulations on his 
accession to the Throne. Nearly all public functions were postponed, while the services at the various places 
of worship on the Sunday were of a memorial character, mourning being almost universally worn. On 
Saturday morning, January 26th, King Edward VII. was duly proclaimed, the scene in the Market Place 
being one of great historic interest. The High Sheriff of the County (Mr. F. A. Smith), in the uniform of 
the South Notts. Hussars, accompanied by the Acting Under-Sheriff and the Sheriff's Officer, attended at 
the Town Hall, where the Mayor had invited the magistrates, the Corporation and officials, and ministers 
to participate in the ceremony. After a fanfare of trumpets by the heralds, the High Sheriff read the 
letter from the Privy Council and the proclamation, which were received by those on the balcony and the 
large crowd in the Market with lusty cheers. The musicians started the National Anthem, which was 
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sung with fen-our b^- the whole assembty. A procession was then marshahed by the Town Clerk and 
proceeded to Beaumond Cross, where the Town Clerk again read tlie proclamation, standing on the historic 
stool from which three similar Royal proclamations jiad been pre\-iously made. A sir 
gone through on the Castle Hill. 



imilar ceremony was 



Meanwhile arr, 
solemnity. The 
funeral took place 
on Saturday, 
Feb. 2nd. The 
usual week - end 
market was alter- 
ed to Friday, and 
on Saturday all 
the workshops 
and places of 
business were 
closed in accord- 
ance with the 
Mayor's recjucst, 
and the resolution 
passed by the 
Tradesmen s As- 
sociation. A 
memorial service 
was held in the 
Parish Church at 
two p.m., at which 
the Mayor, Magis- 
trates, Aldermen, 
Councillors, and 
Borough Officials 
attended. Wor- 
organists of the thr 
was used, and the 
Churclies was held 
G. C. Coad. 



angements were in progress for obser\'ing the day of the late Queen's funeral with due 

shippers' began to 
take their places 
in the Church at 
least three-quar- 
ters of an hour 
before the time 
fi-xed for the ser- 
\'ice, and long be- 
fore two o'clock 
e\'ery available 
seat was occupied 
and the congre- 
gation was o^'er- 
fiowing into the 
spacious chancel. 
The Fire Brigade, 
the Borough 
Police, the Sher- 
wood Rangers, the 
Rifle \'oh;nteers, 
and the Church 
Lads' Brigade 
were represented. 
.\11 the clergy of 
the town were 
present, and the 
choirs and the 




PKOCI.AI.MING KING EDWAklJ VU. AT BEAU.MOXI) CROSS. 



'ee churches. Mr. S. Reay presided at the organ. A special form of memorial ser^'ice 

Vicar deli\'ered an impressive address. The united ser\-ice of the Evangelical Free 

in the Barnbvgate Wesleyan Chapel, the address being deli\ered by the Rev. 



In a letter to the local press of February 6th, 1901, Captain H. P. G. Branston drew attention to the 
fact that owing to the prolongation of tlie war in South Africa, it had been found necessary to call up the 
waiting companies of the volunteers for service at the front. " Just a year ago," he said, " our first de- 
tachment left, and the battalion has now been required by the War Office to supply its second quota, viz., 
27 men. Of this number the Newark Companies have the honour to furnish no less than fifteen, all of 
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whom have been medically examined and passed." Captain Branston asked thnt subscriptions might 
be sent in to provide them with extra comforts, similar to those given to the first detachment when it 
left. A sum of about £45 was contributed. The men had paraded on the previous Monday, and had 
entrained for Derby Barracks, where they were to stay pending the completion of their equipment. 
They left Derby early in March, with their comrades, having been inspected on February 28th by 
Brigadier-General Earl Manvers. 

April was signalised by the receipt of the news that the Militia were coming home after an absence 



with the matter, 
and the Mayor ap- 
pealed for sub- 
scriptions to give 
the men a good old 
English welcome. 

The first active 
service men to ar- 
rive home, however, 
were not the Militia, 
but the contingent 
of the Newark 
Volunteers (accom- 
panied by Lieut. 
Hodgkinson, who 
had gone to Derby 
to meet them), who 
were received with 
a great outburst of 
enthusiasm when 
they arrived on 29th 
April. The townsfolk 
turned out en masse, 

lining the streets— Castlegate, Beastmarket Hill and the approaches to the Midland Station — in their 
thousands. Amid the noise of tumultuous cheering and the ringing of the church bells, the men were 
conducted to the Town Hall, where they were received by the Mayor and Mayoress (Mr. and Mrs. After) 
and partook of their hospitality. His worship said that they were proud that Newark had such men, who 
at the call of their Queen and country offered their lives and services at a very critical time. Capt. 
Branston responded on behalf of the men, to whom, as well as to the whole of the 4th Notts, contingent, 
a dinner was given at the Com Exchange on nth May, when speeches were delivered by Colonel Eyre, 
C.B., Brigadier-General Earl Manvers, Colonel Nicholson, and Sergeant Denihan, the latter relating some 
of his own adventures at the war. 



of sixteen months. 
The behef was ex- 
pressed ' ' that New- 
ark win rise to the 
occasion, and pro- 
vide a fitting re- 
ception for these 
gallant men who 
volunteered for 
active service and 
have worthily borne 
a trying part in a 
hard campaign." 

A special meet- 
ing of the Town 
Council was held on 
April 22nd, to con- 
sider what steps 
should be taken to 
welcome the Militia, 
when it was re- 
solved to constitute 
a committee to deal 




THE RETURN Ol' THE MILITIA. 



The Militia arrived at Newark on Friday, May loth, when the town was gaily decorated in their honour. 
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and the march from the Great Northern Station to the Barracks took place amid joyous enthusiasm. 
The Mayor welcomed the regiment in the Station yard, his Worship congratulating them on being the first 
militia to volunteer. Colonel Wilkinson briefly replied, and said their cordial reception would be 
appreciated by ev&ry officer and man in the battalion. On arrival at the Barracks, sandwiches made into 
parcels and mugs of tea were distributed under two large marquees, and packets of tobacco were handed 
to the men by the Mayor as they filed past him. 

The census was taken on the 31st March, under the direction of Mr. W. Talbot, registrar, the papers 
being collected on the ist April. They showed the population of the borough to be 15,146, an increase in 
the ten years of 605. 

A notable incident on the ist October was the reception of Lord Roberts at Newark. His Lordship, 
accompanied by Lady Roberts and their daughters, were travelling to the North from Market Harborough, 
and having to wait some time in Newark, the Mayor (Aid. W. F. After) thoughtfully took advantage of 
the occasion to convey the greetings and good wishes of the town. His worship, in a short speech, congratu- 
lated the Commander-in-Chief on having served in the army of the Crown for upwards of 50 years, and, 
the previous day having been his Lordship's birthday, wished him many happy returns. Earl Roberts 
made a suitable reply, and lusty cheers were given for him, which were renewed as the train steamed 
away. 

Another distinguished soldier was greeted on October 22nd, when Major-General Sir Henry J. T. 
Hildyard, K.C.B., returned from the African War, in which he had served with great distinction, to his 
ancestral home at FHntham. The General was received at Newark by the ex-Mayor (Dr. Appleby), and 
members of the Council, the B. and C. Companies of the Volunteers, under Captain Branston, and a guard 
of honour of the Sherwood Rangers, under Lieut. Thorpe. The General was met by his brother, Mr. T. 
B. T. Hildyard, and wa^ accompanied by Lady Hildyard and members of the family. All along the 
route to Fhntham flags were displayed. At Famdon, the school children were drawn up on the road- 
side, and at East Stoke the gallant General was greeted by Sir Henry Bromley, the Rev. A. W. Bailey, and 
others. The Sherwood Rangers having reached the borders of their district, a guard of honour was 
supplied by the South Notts. Hussars, with which the General's father was long identified. At Flintham, 
the school children were present, and raised hearty cheers as the carriage entered the park 
under a triumphal arch. A bouquet was presented to Lady Hildyard, and Mr. Maltby, the 
oldest tenant, handed to the General an autograph album, with an inscription expressing the pride felt in 
his native place at his conspicuous record of ability and success. 

Widespread enthusiasm was manifested in the town on the return home on Wednesday, May 28th, 1902, 
of the second active service contingent of the Newark Volunteers. The town was gaily decorated 
with flags, and streamers spanned the roadway at various points. They were met at the Midland Station 
by their comrades under Capt. Branston, and marched to the Town Hall, where the Mayor (Aid. Pratt) 
had provided hospitality. The ex-Mayor, in the absence of his Worship, bade the section a hearty welcome 
home. On the Monday following there were rejoicings throughout the Empire at the conclusion of peace. The 
news had reached Newark on Sunday night, June ist, and on Monday the streets assumed a gala-like 
appearance, while at night many of the houses were illuminated. At Southwell the bells rang merrily, and 
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an impromptu lantern parade was held. Sunday, June 8th, was observed as a day of thanksgiving in all 
the churches, and the Mayor and Corporation attended in state at the Newark Parish Church. The 
preacher was the Rev. E. Spencer Noakes, and at the close of the sermon, " Now thank we all our God " 
was sung. The preacher at the Wesleyan Chapel the same Sunday was the Rev. Dr. Dallinger, F.R S. 
On Saturday evening, June 7th, the members of the second active service contingent of the 4th Notts, 
were entertained by the regiment to a complimentary dinner at the Corn Exchange as their comrades had 
been the year before. Brigadier-General Earl Manvers was present, and Colonels Mellish and Nicholson 
and other officers also attended. Colonel Eyre, C.B., presiding. 

All thoughts were now centred on the approaching Coronation of the King, to take place happily amid 
general peace. Arrangements had been made for the festivities at Newark on June 26th, but on the after- 
noon of Tuesday, June 24th, an intimation was received that His Majesty had been compelled to undergo 
a surgical operation. Men were busily at work putting up decorations, many of which were nearly com- 
pleted when it was made known that the Coronation would have to be put off. One part, and one only 
of the Coronation programme was carried out at this period, namely, the lighting of the huge bonfire which 
had been erected on Beacon Hill, it having been decided to light all the bonfires throughout the country 
on Monday night, June 30th. Mr. Aid. Smith, chairman of the Bonfire Committee, gave the signal for the 
torches to be applied to the pile, which immediately burst into flames, the scene being witnessed by thou- 
sands of spectators. In many of the villages the programmes arranged for Thursday, June 26th, weie 
proceeded with in a modified form. 

At Newark the postponed celebrations took place on July loth. The proclam.ation of the Mayor 
(Aid. Pratt) made suitable reference to the general feeling of thankfulness throughout the borough at the 
encouraging accounts of the progress of the King towards recovery, and acknowledged the strong desire 
prevalent to have the opportunity of giving expression thereto. His Worship thanked the inhabitants 
for their loyalty and self-denial during a trying and anxious time, and hoped, as the august patient was now 
out of danger, July loth would be observed as a general holiday, and the decorations and illuminations 
previously arranged would be proceeded with. The town entered heartily into the spirit of the occasion, 
and the day was one of the most memorable in the annals of the borough. A long programme was success- 
fully carried out, commencing at 8.30 a.m. with the horsekeepers' parade, and including in the afternoon 
a bicycle carnival and fancy dress cycle procession, terminating with fireworks and lantern parade and the 
sirging of the National Anthem in the Market Place at 11.30 p.m. The workmen's sports were held on the 
following Saturday. The cost of the festivities, amounting to upwards of £900, were defrayed by a grant 
of £400 from the rates, and the balance by subscriptions, the Mayor personally defraying the cost of several 
important branches of the rejoicings. 

Newark was visited on Saturday, July nth, 1903, by the most remarkable storm on local record. 
The morning had been hot and sunny— an ideal July morning. For some days past there had been almost 
tropica] heat, and on Friday in the sun the thermometer stood at no deg. People in the country were 
busy with the hay harvest, and were gathering it in prime condition. The oppressive heat was tempered 
by a gentle breeze, but at mid-day on Saturday it was intensely hot and close. As the afternoon advanced 
clouds began to gather on the distant horizon, and to indicate the possible approach of thunder- 
storms. 
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Shortly after five o'clock the rumbhng of distant thunder was heard. The black clouds began to draw 
rapidly nearer, and to look portentous. Flashes of forked lightning played across the darkening sky. 
Some of these were very vivid and alarming, and were followed instantly by sharp cracks of thunder. By 
about a quarter to six o'clock the heavy clouds were overhead ready to burst, but there was no rain. The 
aspect of the sky was alarming. Then, all in a moment, there swept across Newark a most marvellous 
storm. Instead of rain, or rather intermingled with it, there came a crash of hailstones of great size, 
which were hurled by a northerly gale with terrific force. The sudden rush of a mighty wind bringing 
with it dense masses of ice, made a deafening roar. It was all so sudden and so extraordinary that it was 
appalling. Everyone rushed for instant shelter, for to have faced the storm might have meant cuts and 



bruises, if not 
more serious in- 
i uries. To 
speak of hail- 
stones is to give 
but a faint idea 
of what the 
descending ava- 
lanche was made 
up. The stones 
bore little re- 
semblance to 
ordinary hail. 
They were 
mostly bits of 
ice from half 
an inch to an 
inch and a half 
square and with 
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jagged edges. 
These were 
hurled by the 
fierce blast with 
tremendous 
force, as though 
shot from a gun, 
and crashed 
through the 
windows in all 
directions, while 
the gale in 
some instances 
carried the 
broken glass to 
the other side 
of the room. 
Horses stung 
with the ice- 



balls were driven frantic with pain and fright, and several who could not be hurried to places 
of refuge or covered over with rugs and cloths, broke loose and ran away. The noise of 
the storm was heightened by the rattle of breaking glass and the roar of the trees, from which the boughs 
were snapping and the leaves faUing in showers. The millions of thick pellets, as they pierced the air with 
the velocity of shot, cut off flowers and branches as with a knife. Walls were peppered so sharply that from 
old bricks and mortar bits were chipped off, the hoardings looked as though stones had been thrown at 
them, and the pods of beans and peas were burst open and their contents scattered. Birds struck with the 
missiles were instantly killed. In one yard four dead sparrows were picked up. The paths were thickly 
strewn with debris, and the air so densely charged with the rushing masses of ice and sleet and whirling 
leaves that it was impossible to see many yards. As the cubes melted on the hot ground the steam rose in 
curling white clouds, and the drains being unequal to the demands upon them the roads were speedily 
flooded. 

Fortunately, the terrible hurricane was of short duration, though it seemed a long time to those who 

* Union of Ivondon and Smith's Bank, erected 1902. 
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were watching it and anxiously hoping for its speedy abatement, lest not a window in the town should be 
left intact. In about a quarter of an hour or so the icy cloud had spent itself, and the rain ceased. The 
deafening roar of wind and storm was suddenly hushed, and it became safe to emerge into the streets a^ain. 
As people did so they saw an almost unparalleled scene. The roads were inches thick in ice-blocks which 
crunched under the feet, and here and there lay in white, heavy drifts a foot deep or more. Where men and 
women were busy clearing ice away from their doorsteps it went into the gutter with a rattle hke the sweeping 
up of small stones. The pavements in those parts of the town in proximity to trees were carpeted with 
leaves and fallen branches, and seas of water stretched across the streets where the gulleys were blocked. 
In nearly every house and shop the windows facing north were shattered. The churches, chapels, and 
public buildings bore sad testimony to the severity of the storm. The gardens and fields were a scene 
of ruin and desolation, and the damage to crops was enormous. 

On the north side of the chancel of the Parish Church near the door about 3,800 of the little diamond panes 
in the four beautiful Perpendicular windows were broken, but happily none of the stained glass, which 
is protected by wire screens, had suffered. On the battlements great masses of hailstones accumulated, 
and as the ice was thrown from the gutters it fell on the floor below with a resounding crash. It was 
curious to see men who had an hour previously been sweltering in the heat busily engaged clearing 
away thick drifts of ice. 

In 1904 the most notable event was the great Bazaar in behalf of the Hospital, which culminated in 
the presentation of a cheque for £1,522 14s. iid. This splendid result beat the record of previous 
bazaars in Newark, swept away the Hospital debt, and provided a surplus. 

In 1905 the town had a number of distinguished visitors, including His Gracious Majesty the 
King, who passed through in his motor on his way to Belvoir. 

The year 1906 was not characterised by any local events of historic interest, so that here we must 
bring our narrative to a close. 

In doing so we have the satisfaction of feeling that no one can study this concluding chapter with- 
out recognising that the movements depicted and the events described mark out the present age as 
pre-eminent in the old town's chequered history, and as we look upon the record, bright, cheering, 
praiseworthy as it is in all its leading characteristics, we may well feel proud of the town we live in, and 
stimulated, each of us, to do his utmost to increase its prosperity and extend its fame. 
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WILLS AND ADMINISTRATIONS. 



Thos. Clayton, merchant of the staple of Calais, will 
dated April 7th, 1534. 

Body to be buried in the Church of Newarke, and iiii li. 
of wax to be burnt about my body at my burial. 

I will that the Frears of Newarke, if they tarye and be as 
they should be, to have xl s. 

Jane Hamerton, of Craven, late wife of Henry Hamerton 
son and heire apparent to Sir Stephen Hamerton, will dated 
1537- 

Body to be buried in the hye quire of the Church of 
Newark. 

Robert Deyvile, of Coxswold, ist Dec, 1538. 

Body to be buried in Newark Church, if I die at Newark. 

To the parish prest of Newark, and to the Chantry 
prestes of the said town, for masse and dirige, if I depart at 
Newarke, the day of my burial, xiii. s iiii d. 

To Sir Thomas Thornton, parish preste at Newarke, 
to pray for my souU, iii s. iiii d. 

To William Newall, all my rament that I had at Newarke, 
savinge my cloke and my shirte. 

John Mering, of Mering, esquire, June i6th, 1541. 

I will that the lande, medire, and houses in Newark and 
Kellame, late Thomas Meringe's of Newarke do fynde a prest 
yerlie to have eight marks during his life to pray for the soul 
of Thomas Meringe (priest's duties fully defined). At Easter 
Thomas Meringes landes shall fynde fyve tapours for the 
sepulture, every tapour to be of vi ii. apiece and to burn the 
space of xii dayes. 

The said landes to pay also for three headmen each to 
have xiii s. xiii d. and a gowne of v yerdes of clothe and a half, 
the one side blakk and the other side whitt, and a crose of 
yolowe opone his brest. And they to kepe the chapel (*) 
clenlie, and to be abowte the chapell, and to be at all the 
service, and the prest to kepe daily service in the quere. 
And that the preste shalbe able in cunn5mge, discrete, and well 
disposed to say mase in Thomas Merynges chapel wher he 
lieth, and the prest to kept the chapel clenlie. 

The said lands also to make an obit yerlie at Newarke 
for the soul of Thomas Merynge and Marie and Margaret his 
wiffes etc on the 13th day of August. 

To Newarke iiii li. xv s. to "the prestes, clerkes, and 
poorer folkes immediately after my departing," but all to 
pray for the soul of Sir William Merynge and others. All the 
poor folks to be at the beginning of dirige and mass but none 
to have his alms except those in great necessity. 

William Molyneux, of Hawton, gent., 1541. 

To Thomas Herynge, of Newark, all my lands in Newark. 

Residue to Edmund Molyneux, myne uncle and ser- 
jeant-at-lawe and Dame Elizabeth ladie Meyres, executors. 

Witnesses, Sir Alexander Talier, parson of Hawton, 
Sir Richard Pasley, parish prest there, and others. 

John Fulwood, of Newark, yeoman (will proved 9th 
Oct., 1550). 

• On the north side of the altar of Newark Church.— Ftrfe Vol. I., p. 277. 



Body to be buried in the Church of Marie Magdalene of 
Newark in Jhus quere. 

To the high altar of Newark for tithes forgotten x s. 

To the poor people of Newarke to be putt into their 
boxe iii s. iiii d. 

For the making of a pentice or covering round about the 
crosse in the market plaice in Newarke, substanciall and 
stronge with tymber and tyell vi li. xiii s. iiii d. to the alder- 
man and his brethren. If they will cover the same with lead 
vi li. xiii s. iiii d. more. 

To the poor people of Wynthorpe, Coddingeton, Balder- 
ton, Hawton, Farnedon, and Kellome to each parish iii s. 

To the poor of Newark on the day of bnriall xl s. 

He also devises property in the town and fields of 
Newark, Northgate, and Wynthorpe, to his wife Agnes, and 
son John, with remainder to John and Henry, sons of his 
brother Richard, and to William Fulwood, the Serjeant. 
" Then I will that such of them, as shall have the same shall 
yerlie for ever distribute to the poore people within the town 
of Newarke fower loode of cooles."* 

Phillipot's Will. 

We copy this will fully from the original at York (Reg 
Test Ebor. xv (2) i.) not only on account of the position of the 
testator as one of Newark's greatest benefactors and richest 
men of the i6th century, but because of the great amount of 
interesting local and family information it contains. There 
is a reference to his friend, Mr. Magnus, and the new " scole- 
house." 

In the name of God, A men ; the xviii daye of Marche in the 
yere of our Lord God mccccclvi, and in the third and fourth 
yeres of the Reigne of our souvraigne lord and ladye King 
Philippe and Queue Marie etc. etc. 

I, Willm Philipotte of Newarke upon Trent in the 
Countie of Nottinghm Marchaunte, hoU in bodye of goode 
and pert ecte mynde and remembrance, etc. do order and make 
this to be my last will and testament in manner and forme 
following, i.e. — 

First, I give and bequeath my souU to AUmightie God 
my onelie Sauvyoure and Redemer, and my bodie to be buried 
in the churche of Marie Magdalen of Newarke aforsaid, in 
the Tryntie yle ther, in the place wher my grandfather 
John Philipotte dothe lye, if I do departe this transitorie 
worlde either in Newarke or nygh adioyning to the same. 

Item,, I will that my executors do provide and cause to be 
done a fayre throughe stone to be layd upon my grave, withe 
certain remembrances of it graven in latten mettallf of som 
godlie texte whiche best shall please them. 

Item, I bequeath for my mortuary according to the la we 
of this Realme of England. 

* The above quoted wills are from Test. Ebor. Vol. VI. 

t Latten— a kind of mixed metal ; a finer kind of brass of which the 
incised plates for sepulchral monuments are made. — The Encyclopsedic 
Dictionary (Cassell), iv. 534. 
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Item. I will that of my day of my buriall, if it may be, one 
sermon to be made to the people to exhorte them to lerne to 
dye, and so to lyve that they may be always redye to dye. 
and to him that shall make ths sermon I give and bsqueath 
for labore and paynes x s. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to the Vicar of Newarke for 
the tyme beyng for tithings forgotten xl s. 

Item, I do give and bequeth unto my brother Saynton for 
a remembrance my best gowne of Russells furred with f uyves, 
my velvet Jaket, and my cremysen satten doblett. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to my sister his wif one golde 
Ringe withe a rubye in it. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Thomas Gierke, dwelling 
in Arnald, one blacke gowne furred with3 lambe. 

Item, I do forgive and acquyte Willm Hussie, somtynie 
my prentise the hoU dett that he doth owe unto me at this 
presente which is 

Item, I do give unto Robert Bellamy my best ryding 
Jakett garded with velvet, and to Originall Bellamy my 
godson XX s. 

Item, I will that myne. Executors shall by and provide 
agaynst the day of my buriall for them and my wif, everye 
of them, one honest blacke gowne, and also for ten poore 
men everie of them a. gowne of blacke ffreisse so that all the 
aforsaid gownes do not excede the som of vii li. vi s. viii d. 

Item, I will that everye one of the said ten poor folkes 
have vi d. a pece, in all v s. 

Item, I will that my Exscutors do give and bestowe at 
the day of my buriall amongest the prelates and poore folkes 
of the towne of Newarks x li. or more as shall seme best by 
rayae Executors and x li. 

Item, I will that inyne Executors do give at the same 
tyme of my buriall to the poore people inhabiting within xii 
townes hereafter following to pray for my soull and all 
Christian souUes, that is to say, to the poore people of Wyn- 
thorpe towne v s., Landford v s., Coddington ii s., Balderton 
iii s. iiii d.. Stoke iii s. iiiid., Farnedone iii s. iiii d., Kellom 
v s., South Muskham xl d.. North Muskham and Baithley 
vi s. viii d., Holme xl d., Cottham iii s., Hawton iii s., EUeston 
and Thorpe xl d., in all xlix s. viii d. 

Item, I do give and bequeath to the comon worke of 
Wynthorpe to be bestowed about the Carre vi s. viii d. 

Item, I do give to the common worke of North Muskham 
and Batheley so that it be bestowed in dychings, setting, and 
fencyng in of the groundes betwixte them and Northwell 
Carre, and betwixt them and Deane hall, fore the savegard 
of the corne feildes Ixvi. s. viii d. ; and if they will nat thus 
to bestowe it then I will that my Executors do give unto them 
towardes ther comon workes but xx s. 

Item, I do give and bequeath to Robert Chambers, 
smythe, my black gowne furred with yrishe lambe and welted 
with velvet, and to his wif one peice of gold x s. 

Item, I do bequeth unto everie one of my prentises being 
withe me in service when God shall call me to his mercie, 
if they be honest and obedyent to myne Executors, xx s. 
a pece besides ther covenantes of ther Indentures. 

Item, I do bequeth unto everye one of my maide servantes 
then being in service withe me at Newarke or els where, over 
and besides ther wages then due vi s. viii d. a pece, and in like 
manner to every one of my men servantes at Batheley then 
beyng withe me in service, besides ther wages then due, vi s. 
viii d. a pece. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Thomas Barton, my 
servante, one quye* of ii years old, and in money xx s. 

Item, I do bequeath to the boye of my kytching then 
being vi s. viii d. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Alice Cursonne, my wifes 
kynswoman, beinge then my servante Ixvi s. viii d. and one 
gowne or garment price vi s. viii d. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Jenet Modie, somtyme 
my servante, in redye money xiii s. iiii d. 

Item,l will that wher I have xli.in money of thechildes 
parte of Lettice Glaston of her father gooddes and legacies 
and of her mother gold, I will that myne Executors shall 
se the same contented and paid unto the same Lettice or her 
assignes xi li. 

* Calf or young Cow. — Halliwell's Glossary, 



Item, I do give and bequeth to Robert Glaston, dwelling 
in Newarke, xl s. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Elizabeth Glaston, now 
the wif of .... Revell of London, diar, xl s. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Avis Goodson, the wif 
of Richard Goodson, in money xx s. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to the aforsaid Lettice 
Glaston of my goods Ixvi s. viii d. 

Provided always and be it forsene that if any of the child- 
ren of John Glaston above named do repuyne or thinke 
themselves nat well rewarded at my handes, or otherwais 
troblethe any of myne Executors, that then he or she that so 
doth shall loose the profettes and benefits of this my bequest 
of landes and goodes within this present will given and 
bequethed, anythinge in this my present will and testament 
written to the contrarye notwithstanding. 

Item, I do forgive and acquite Richard Goodson of all 
his dett due unto me by him, whiche dett is in my shopbooke 
and in my long booke, the most of it lent money, iiiili. xis. xd. 

Item, wher I have the custodye of Vincent Skynner and 
Henry Skynner, sones of John Skynner decessed, whom by 
the last will of ther father John Skynner had given to either 
of them xl li. a pece if they did lyve till they come to lawfull 
aige, with other matter as apperithe by the will of the said 
John Skynner, which som of Ixxx li. withe the gardyanshippe 
of the said two children I will that myne Executors shall 
delyver to the ordrynge and disposition of John Tupholme 
of Boston, merchaunte, and Elizabeth his wif, grandmother 
to the said two children, and if they will not so take them 
that then they shalbe put to Maister Person Ferfaxe, or els 
to Maister Bradley of Lowther and to his wif, there Aunte, 
and ther partes to be at the gardyanshippe and ordringe of 
the said Mr. Person Ferfaxe or Mr. Bradley and his wif, 
they making myne Executors a lawfull discharge for the same, 
and also for the true repayment agayne of the said som of 
money to the said two children when they shall come to 
lawfull aige, the which som of Ixxx li. I will that myne 
Executors shall make undelayd payment thereof to the 
parties aforsaid who shall have the gardianshippe of the said 
two children within two yeres next after my dethe, they mak- 
ing as afore is said a sufficient discharge for the same, and if 
they do refuse to make any suche assurance to mjme Executors 
bothe for ther discharge and also for the good assurance of the 
sayde two children partes to be repayde when they shall come 
to lawfull aige, then I will that myne Executors shall dety- 
newe in ther handes the said Ixxx li. untill the said two 
children shall come to ther full aige according to ther father's 
will. 

Item, I do give and bequeath of myne owne gooddes to 
the said Vincent Skynner x li. to be paid to him by myne 
Executors, or the Executors of them, when he shall come to 
the aige of xxi yeres, if he do lyve so longe. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Henrye SkjTiner, his 
brother, v li. to be paid to him in forme as is before said. 
And also wher as by ther father John Skynner his dett booke 
is owing to me as in the right of my late wif, ther mother, 
amountinge to the som of Ixii li. viii s. iid. ol whiche is true 
dett and of Right ought to be paid to me, I will and bequeth 
the said dett booke to them who shall have the gardyanshippe 
of the sd. Vincent and Henrye to th'intent that they may 
gather and call for the sd. dettes for the only use and profett 
of the sd. Vincent Skynner and Henrye Skynner, and the same 
dettes and bookes be annswered them in ther full aige. 

Provided always that if eyther Vincent Skynner or Henrye 
Skynner or any other person for them at anytjone hereafter 
do vexe, sue, or troble any of myne Executors either for any 
accompte of his landes, or els for any other mater or otherways 
for ther legacies herin conteyned, then I will that all thes my 
legacies within this my present will to them bequethed either 
in landes or goodes shalbe frustrate, and they to have no 
benefyte therof, anything in this my present will written to* 
the contrarye notwithstanding. 

Item, I do give and bequeath to Mr. Bentlay, somtyme 
th' abbote of Welbekke in discharge of my conscience, and for 
the quyetyng of the grudge betwixte us, whiche hath bene 
long, but for no right of dett that I do owe to him xl s. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to John Jakson and his wif 
either of them x s. ^xx s. 
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Item, whereas I have by my wif Elisabeth, late the wif of 
Steven Smythe, decessed, the ordrynge of the children of the said 
Steven Smythe, that is to saye, Willm Smythe, John Smythe, 
and Elisabeth Smythe, withe all such goodes as was Steven 
Smythe's ther father's, whiche was cccix li. iii s. and x d., 
with the desperate dettes conteyned within the Inventorie 
of the goodes of the sd. Steven Smythe as dothe appeare by 
the same, whereof my said wif Elisabeth must have the third 
parte, and Willm Smythe and John Smythe, his sones, beyng 
the Executors to ther late father Steven Smythe, must have 
the reste for the discharginge of tlier father's will and legacies. 
And wher as I have paide parte of the dettes and legacies of 
the said Steven Smythes withe the funerall expenses, as by a 
bill of accompte therof redyemade it will appeare, amount- 
inge to xxxi li. iii s. xd., whiche said som I will that myne 
Executors shall stoppe in ther handes of the former som of 
cccix li. iii s. x d., and the rest which is cclxxviii li. withe the 
xxiiii li. xii s. viii d. which be desperate dettes, whose the 
names doth appeare in the sd. Inventorie of the sd. Steven 
Smythe, and also whose names of such detters more playnly 
appere in my sd. bill of accompte of the same, I will that myne 
Executors shall make redie payment of the same, either in 
money or penj'worth, unto my wif Elisabeth, she making 
myne Executors lawful assurance for ther discharging therof, 
as well agaynst the children of Steven Smythe for the sd. som 
which is ccliii li., as also to make myne Executors lawful! 
discharges and kepe them hermles agaynst all the children 
of John Lyllie's, and agaynst all other persons that can 
clajrme anything of right either of the executors of Steven 
Smythe or John Lillie. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to my wife Elisabeth in full 
contentacion and payment of her parte of my goods moveable 
and unmoveable, either in the right of her thirdes or other- 
w-ays Ixvi li. xiii s. iiii d., one sylver cuppe withe a cover 
doble gilt conteynyng in weighte xxiii ounces and a half, 
one goblet of sylver without a cover doble gilte waynge 
xvii ounces, and ix silver spones which remaynethe at Bathe- 
lay Graunge waynge ix ounces, and one salte withe a cover 
percell gilt conteynynge in weight xviii ounces and a half. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to my sd wif Elisabethe 
all the Raymente and apparel belonging to herself, and all the 
beddinge with the testours and curtyns of red and grene 
saye"" with the bedstokkes perteynyng to the chamber wher she 
and I myself do accustomably lye in, next to the Pavement, 
and with all thinges belonginge to the sd. beddes, which is 
three fetherbeddes, ii coverings ther used with the coverlettes 
and blankettes, ii bolsters, iii pillowes, ii mattresses, and 
iii paire of shetes to the sd. beddes comonly used, and also 
the hangings of the sd. chamber beyng of red lokerhamf and 
yelowe. 

And also I will that for any suche goodes either moveable 
or unmoveable being within any of my houses, yerdes, or 
feildes, either in Newarke, Wynthorpe, or Bathelay, being 
reasonable praysed, my Executors shall suffer my sd. wif 
Elisabeth all the sd. goodes, or as muche of them as shall 
please her, to take and have upon the prices that they shalbe 
praysed unto in parte of payment of all her aforsd. moneys 
to be payd to her and to her children. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Margaret Lillie, my sd. 
wif doughter vi li. xiii s. iiii d. 

Item, I do bequeth to the rest of my wife children whiche 
she had by John Lillie being the nomber of three, that is, 
Willm Lillie, Richard Lillie, and Cecile Lillie, everye on of 
them xl s., in all vi li., and the same to be paid when they 
shall come to lawfuU aige if they shall lyve so longe. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to John Smythe, my wife's 

son, vi li. xiii s. iiii d., and the same to be paid when he shall 
come to the aige of xx yeres if he live so longe. 

Item, I do give to Sr Richard Hopkin, preist, my voyson 
of the Vicarage of Etwell in the countye of Darbye. 

Item, that where my neighbors of Newarke accompteth 
me to be a detter to them for the fourth parte of xl li., the 
whiche they lent unto my good Mr. Mr. Magnus oute of his 
stocke in the scolehouse of the intreste of the Revennewes 
of his landes given to the Schooles ther, I will therfore that 
myne executors shall make no payment therof for my sd. 
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fourth part, but that the Alderman and his brethren shall clerlie 
remitte my sd. parte of the sd. xl li. for these my giftes given 
to the sd. towne in this my present last will. And if the sd. 
Alderman and other his brethren will not consent therunto, 
then I will that my latter legacie and gifte in Reversion to the 
towne of Newarke, as within this my present will is declared, 
shalbe as frustrate and voyd, any thing or thinges herin 
conteyned to the contrarie in anywise notwithstanding, and 
that then the Alderman and his brethren in the sd. reversion 
to have nothing to do therwithe, and then I will that myne 
Executors shall have the bestowinge of all the sd. landes in 
reversion in such charitable works within the town of Newarke 
as to them shall seme good by ther discretions yerely to be done. 
Item, I will that my Executors shall suffer all the seelynges 
of waynscottes, portalls, and glasse being within and aboute 
my house in Newarke, or any other houses and chambers to 
the same house belonging wherein I do at this present dwell, 
to stande and remayne to the same house for heirelomes for 
ever, and also the large table in the parloure of thre leves 
with the frayme therunto, and bynches carved, one carved 
aumbyre withe the cupborde before the baye windowe, and 
the bedsteides carved, with a testour of the same, being in the 
aforsaid parloure within my said dwelling house, to remayne 
and stand still in the sd. parlore as hirelomes for ever. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Robert Gowys, wax 
chaundler, for a remembraunce one aungell noble of x s. 

Item, I will that Elisabethe my wif shall suffer myne 
Executors, ther servantes, and all other by ther comandement 
from tyme to tyme during iiii monthes to be accomplete 
next after my departure from this transitory world, to have 
free libertye and passage to and fro of in and to every house 
and houses wherein I do dwell within the town of Newarke, 
and also of and into all my houses of the Graunge in Bathelaye 
and Winthorpe, as well to make sale, carrye, dryve, and 
leade awaye all such goodes and cattals, corne, hay, and other 
marchandise then and ther remaynynge, as all other imple- 
mentes of household as to them, of right by this my last will 
then shall appertayne, without lett, disturbance, or vexacon 
of my sd. wif and hir assignes. 

And farder I will that if my sd. wif Elisabeth do refuse, 
and will not take suche wares and goodes remaynyng in the 
shoppe and warehouse at the houre of my death at the 
valuacon and prices as they shalbe praysed unto thaime by 
indifferent men in paymente of suche somes of money as then 
shall be due to her and to her children by this my present last 
will and testament, that then I will that myne Executors 
and ther assignes shall have the occupyenge of my shoppe and 
warehouses withouten lett or disturbance of my sd. wif and 
her assignes without any Rent paying therfore so long and to 
suche tyme and tymes as they shall have sufficient space and 
tjraae for the sale of the wares therein remaynyng and beyng, 
anythinge in this my present will and testament otherwise 
mencyoned to the contrarye notwithstanding. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Richard Forster of 
Fokyngham in the countye of JLincolne my best doblett withe 
blacke velvet sieves, my best Jerkyn that longeth to me, and 
of redy money xx s. 

Item, I do give unto everyone of my godchildren beyng 
then on lyve after my departure from this world xii d. 

Item, I do give and bequeathe to Thomas Gierke, of 
Arnald every yere during his naturall lif to be paide by myne 
Executors xxvi s. viii d. 

Item, I will that myne Executors do pay or cause to be 
paide to Thomas Gierke, his son, after my departure for one 
yere exhibicion c s. 

Also I will that wher myne Executors shall stand neide 
of good counsell in ther affaires aboute this my presente Will 
and performance of the same, I therfore give and bequeath 
to Willm Parke of Newarke to th'entente my Executors may 
have his sayde helpe and counsell with his travayle for thre 
yeres after my dethe xl s. everye yere to be paid by myne 
Executors yerley besides his reasonable costes whereat he 
shalbe, or as of te as he shalbe aboute any of the said affaires. 

Item, I do frelye remitte and forgive to Roberte Bellamy 
his dett of iiii li. viii s. v d. as appeareth in my dett booke. 

And furthermore this is also my last will and testament 
of all and singler my landes and tenementes, Rentes, and all 
other my heredytamentes sett lyeng, and beinge within the 
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c ountye of Nottinghm and Lincolne and els where within the 
realme of England as hereafter is mencyoned and declared. 

First, I give and bequeth to John Brignell, of Newarke, 
tanner, and to Anne his wif, and to ther heires for ever one 
cottage in Newarke lying in Millngate, nowein the tenure of 
the sd. John Brignell and Anne his wif by yere vi s., one lee* 
lyeing of the bakside the same cottage in the holding of 
Mastres Lucas by yere xx d., one pece of ground more ther 
called ' Bell thing ' withe one lee lyeing of the bakside of the 
same grounde in the tenure of the said Mtas Lucas by yere 
ii s. vi d., in all x s. ii d. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Anne Lillie, nowe the wif 
of the sd. John Brignell, and to her heires for ever all those 
my copyhold landes with th'apptnnces lyeng within the towne 
and ieildes of Wjmthorpe whiche I purchased of late tyme of 
WOlm Hog of Newarke aforsd. by yere Ixvi s. viii d., and she 
to enter therof after the dethe of my wif Elisabeth. 

Item, I give unto John Holland of Retforthe in the 
countye of Nottinghm and to Alice his wif, doughter of John 
Lillie decessed, and to ther heires of ther two bodyes lawfullie 
begotten thes landes, tenements, and Rentes followinge. 
First, one cheif Rente of iii s. by yere to be taken of a 
tenement in Newarke afsd. lyeng in Kirkgate in the northe 
corner of Mydelgate and belonging to Robert Pilkinton, nowe 
in the tenure of Jolm Lawton, upholster, one other tene- 
ment ther in Kirkgate being the corner house of the Cooke 
Rawe in the tenure of George GoUand by yer xxxvi s. viii d. ; 
one tenement more ther lyeng next the same now in the 
tenure of Francis Sherston by yere xiiii s. ; one cheif rente of 
xii d. by yere to be taken yerlye in Newarke afsd. of a tene- 
ment lyeng in the Pavement called the Fawcon in the tenure 
of Richard Preston ; and one other tenement in Newarke 
afsd. lyeng in Ironmonger Lane in the tenure of George 
Welles by yere viii s. , and one cottage lyeng in the same lane 
in the occupacon of Willm Clarke by yere v s., in all Ixvii s. 
viii d. And further if the sd. John Holland and Alice his 
wif have no heires of ther two bodyes lawfullie begotten to 
inherite the afsd. landes. Rentes and tenements after ther 
departures from this present life that then I will that all the 
aforsd. lands, Rents, and tenements shall remayne whollie 
to t' heires of the longer lyver of the sd. John and Alice for 
ever. 

Item, I do give unto Willm Lillie, son of John Lillie 
decessed, and to his heires for ever two cottages in Newarke 
afsd. lyeng ther in Myllngate whereof one of them is in the 
occupacon of Isabell More, widowe, for iiii s. by yere, and the 
other in the occupacon of ... . Nevell, widowe, late 
the wif of John Nevell for viii s. by yere, in all xii s. by yere. 

Item, I do give to Robert Lillie, his brother, and to his 
heires for ever one tenement ther adioynynge to the sd. cot- 
tages late in the tenure of Wyllm Webster, and now Thomlyu- 
son by yere xx s. 

Item, I do give to Richerd Lillie, ther brother, and his 
heires for ever one tenement lyeng in Cartergate in Newarke 
afsd. somtyme in the tenure of John Grisse for x s. by yere, 
and one cheif Rent of obite money of iiii s. by yere to be fallen 
of a tenement in Newarke afsd. lyeng in Myllngate, nowe in 
the tenure of Richerd Comyn and is parcell of the towne 
landes whiche is letten by lease to Hughe Kelstern, in all by 
yere xiiii s. 

Item, I do give to Margret Lillie and to her heires for ever 
one tenement lyeng in Hell end withe th'apptnnces in Newarke 
afsd. now being in the tenure of John Rudd for xxiiii s. by yere ; 
also one other tenement being next the same now in the tenure 
of John Robynson for viii s. by yere ; also one cottage ne.xt 
the same tenement nowe in the tenure of Agnes Almond, 
widowe, for iiii s. by yere ; and also one other tenement next 
.the same cottage now in the tenure of Roberte More for xiii s. 
iiii d. by yere, in all by yere xlix s. iiii d. 

Item, I give to Elisabeth Lillie, her sister, nowe the wif of 
Richard Forster of Bathelaye, and to ther heires of ther two 
bodies for ever two tenements in Newarke afsd. in a place 
called Stodmer Strete, the one of them latlye in the tenure of 
Willm Knollis for viii s. by yere, and the other tenement lyeng 
next therunto in the tenure of Thomas Sindall for vi s. by 
yere ; and also one other tenement lyeng in Cartergate 
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within Newarke afsd. late in the holding of Thomas Halle 
and nowe Peter Marre for xx s. by yere, in all by the yere 
xxxiiii s. 

Item, I do give to Cicile Lillie, ther sister, and to her 
heires for ever two tenements in the afsd. Stodmer Strete, 
wherof one of them is in the tenure of Thomas Allen, break- 
maker, for vi s. by yere, and the other is in the tenure of 
Nycholas Gill, horseleche, for ix s. by yere, in all xv. s. 

Item, I do give and bequeath to Willm Smythe, the son 
of Steven Smyth decessed, and to his heires for ever, one 
tenement in Stodmer Strete afsd. in the tenure of Roger 
Kingston, currier, by yere xxvi s. viii d. 

Item, I do give to John Smyth, his brother, and to his 
heires for ever these landes. Rents, tenements and copyholds 
following, that is to say, on tenements lyeng in Cartergate in 
Newarke afsd. now in the tenure of Willm Williamson, 
taylor, for xxx s. by yere ; one cottage lyeng next the said 
tenement in the tenure of Jenet Surgener, widowe, for iii s. 
by yere ; one tenement more lyeng in Cartergate afsd. 
somtyme in the occupacon of Alan Gill and nowe in the 
tenure of Richerd Cristoo, sherman, for xii s. by yere ; also 
one cheif Rent of xii d. by yere to be taken of a tenement 
or a peice of ground of John Fulwod lyeng beside Beamnte 
buttes, and one other tenement lyeng in Northegate of 
Newarke afsd. beyng a Copyholde, whiche John Smyth I 
have made joyncte purchaser withe me, whiche tenement 
I latlye bought of Leonard Croxston nowe being in the tenure 
of Robert Mauhand for xui s. iiii d. by yere, in the whoU by 
the yere lix s. iiii d. 

Item, I do give to Elisabeth Smythe, sister of the sd. 
John and Willm, and to her heires for ever, one tenement in 
Newarke lyenge in Cartergate afsd. next adioynynge to the 
afsd. tenement of John Smythe, her brother, latlye in the 
tenure of Avis Godson, widowe, for xv. s. by yere. 

Item, I do give to Roberte Glaston, the son of John 
Glaston of Lyttyll Sturton in the parishe of Banniber in the 
countye of Lincolne lately decessed, and to his heyres for ever 
two tenements with th'apptnnces being copihold land wherof 
the one of them lyeth in Balderton next unto Newarke afsd. 
nowe in the tenure of Richard Harrison for xiii s. iiii d. by 
yere, and the other tenement with a cottage lieth in Cotham 
in the countye of Nottinghm being in the tenure of Robert 
Mason for xv s. of clere Rent by yere ; and one other tenement 
lyenge in Myllngate afsd. late in the tenure of Philippe Hau- 
cokke and nowe Robert Dukket, tanner, for xii s. by yere, 
in all by the yere xl s. iiii d. 

Item, I do give to Richard Glaston, his brother, and to his 
heires for ever, one tenemente in Newarke afsd. lyeng in 
Northgate being a copyhold nowe in the tenure of Thomas 
Whatson, wever, for x s. by yere. 

Item, I do give to Lettice Glaston and to her heires for 
ever, ther sister, one tenement in Newarke afsd. lyeng in 
Appleton gate nowe in the occupacon of John Feild, by yere 
xii s. 

Item, I do give to Avis Goodson, widowe, and to her heires 
for ever one tenement in Newarke afsd. lyenge in Balderton 
gate late in the tenure of Thomas West, bottellmaker, and 
nowe in the tenure of John Butter by yere xvi. s. 

Item, I do give to my brother Saynton and Eliz. his wif, 
and to the longer lyver of them, one tenement with th'ap- 
ptnnces in Elston in the afsd. countye of Nottinghm nowe in 
the tenure and occupacon of Willm Gamble by the yere of 
clere Rent xxii s. And further I will that the sd. tenement 
with th'apptnnces after the decesse of the longer lyver of the 
sd. Edward and Eliz. shall remayne whoUye to Willm Thomp- 
son, son of Willm Thomson of Wellingor in the county of 
Lincolne, my godson, and to his heires for ever. 

Item, I do give to Thomas Watson, my servante, and to 
his heires for ever, one tenement with th'apptnnces in Newarke 
afsd. lyeng in the f arr ende of Northgate with two litill closures- 
ther, and v acres arable land in Howton feild, and also xviii 
acres of arable land and tethering grasse whiche I purchased 
of Sr George Parpoynte, Knyght, the whiche premisses ar 
nowe in the occupacon of John Corbrigge the yonger and payth 
by yere xiii s. viii d. 

Item, I do give to Eliz. Phillipotte, my wif, for her dowrie 
and thirdes of my landes, all these landes Rentes and tene- 
ments with ther apptnnces as hereafter shall appere duringe her 
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liffe naturall. First, one tenement wherein I do dwell som- 
tyme called the Rame with all the edifications houses and 
buyldinges in as ample and large maner as I do nowe occupie 
to the same by yere vi li. xiii s. iiii d. ; one other tenement 
m Newarke lyeng in Mydelgate nowe in the tenure of Henrye 
Houghton for xl s. by yere ; one cottage in the same gate 
in the tenure of Willm Modye for vi s. viii d. by yere ; one 
other tenement ther nowe in the holding of Xxofer Cray- 
forthe for vi s. viii d. by yere ; one great gardyn ther now 
being in mine owne occupacon at xiii s. iiii d. by yere ; one 
cottage in Castelgate in Newarke afsd. in the tenure of 
John Blaktofte for vi s. by yere ; vi lees lyeng ther at barbe* 
closures wherof three of them and one hedland ar enclosed 
and the other two lees ar in the occupacon of Roger Bathelaie 
for one lee of his lyeng within my close, the whiche 
lee belongeth to Thomas Jermyn his landeslord, which 
afsd- lees enclosed are nowe in my owne occupacon at 
X s. by yere ; one cottage lyeng in Mydelgate afsd. lately 
in the holdinge of John Herington for iiii s, by yere ; one 
other cottage more ther nowe in the tenure of Thomas 
Hethecote for iiii s. by yere ; one cottage more in the same 
Mydlegate lately in the holding of George Golland and 
synce letten to a puterer for x s. by yere, in all xi li. xiii s. 
by yere. 

And furder I will that all the afsd. landes tenements and 
cottages and closures with ther apptnnces ymediatly after 
the decesse of the sd. Eliz. Phillipotte, my wif, do remayne 
wholly to the Alderman and the xii assistaunts inhabitantes 
of the towne of Newarke-Upon-Trent afsd. and to ther 
Successours for ever in such sorte as I shall further declare 
hereafter by this my present last will and testament. 

And also I do give unto my sd. wif for her lyke dowrie 
and thirdes durynge her liffe naturall all my graunge in 
Bathelaie with th'apptnnces nowe being in my occupacon 
of the yerly valewe of Ixxiii s. iiii d. ; also one close there of 
v acres by estimacion called the Newe close of the yerly value 
of XX s. by yere ; also one tenement lyeng in Holme next unto 
Newarke afsd. with th'apptnnces being a copihold nowe in 
the tenure of Rauf Morton at xxxviii s. viii d. by yere ; also 
one peice of medowe lyeng in the parishe of Landford called 
' Horse grasse ' nowe being in my occupacion of the yerlye 
value by yere xvi s., in all villi, viiis., all whiche sd. lands, 
tenements, Rentes, grainge, closures, and medowes with th'ap- 
ptnnces after the dethe of my sd. wif I will that they do 
rema5nie whoUie unto Vincent Skjmner, son of John Skynner 
somtyme of Lincolne decessed, and to his heires by his body 
lawfully begotten for ever. 

/ do give to my sd. wif as is before said during her lif naturall 
one other tenement in Bathelaie being now in the tenure of 
Richard Foster at xlvii s. x d. by yere, whiche sd. tenement 
with th'apptnnces after the decesse of my sd. wif I do give 
and bequeath it to Henry Skynner, brother of the sd. Vincent, 
and to his heires by his body for ever. 

Item, I do give to my sd wife as is afsd . during her lif 
naturall ix acres of medowe and one Rode lyeng in the 
medowes of Holme afsd. which was purchased by Gregorie 
Barton nowe being in my occupacon of the yerly value 
of xl s. 

Item, I give likewise to my sd. wife during her naturall life 
one other tenement in Newarke afsd. called the ' Mayden 
hede ' now being in the tenure or occupacon of John Jakson 
withe the celloure under the same next unto the Pavemente at 
the yerly value of clere Rente besides the cheif Rents paide of 
iiii li. xiii s. iiii d. ; the hoU som of my wif her dower or thirds 
as is before expressed is by yere xxviii li. iii s. ii d. 

And also I will that my sd. wife Eliz. Phillipotte and her 
assignes during her life naturall shall repayre, maynteyne, 
and uphold yerlye all the afsd. landes, tents, cottages, graunge, 
and houses belonging to all the same in sufficient reparacons 
at the proper costs and charges of the said Eliz. my wif her 
executors and assignes. 

Provided always that my sd. wif shall when neyde shall 
require take woodd at Bathelaie for the reparacons of all the 
premisses. 

Item. I will that where heretofore I have given and be- 
queathed certain landes Rentes and tenements as well to John 
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Brignell, John Holland, and Richard Foster, and to the wiffes 
doughters of John Lillie decessed, and to other sonnes and 
doughters of the sd , John Lillie, as also to John Smythe, Willm 
Smythe, Eliz. Smythe, Robert Glaston, Richard Glaston, 
Lettice Glaston, Avis Goodson, and Thomas Watson, and to 
their heires for ever, as heretofore more playnly may appeare 
in this my present last will and testament, I will thall and 
every one of the sd . f orenaraed persons shall immcdiatlye after 
my departure from this present life enter toallsuche landes 
Rentes and tenements and other hereds, and the same to enioye 
to them and ther heires for ever accordingly as I have given 
them before. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Eliz. my wif and to her 
heries and assignes for ever the Reversion of the afsd. tene- 
ment called the 'Mayden heade' nowe in the tenure of John 
Jakson, and likewise I do give unto my sd. wif the Reversion 
of the celloure under the sd. Mayden heade next unto the 
Pavement and to her heires for ever as is afsd. 

A nd where of late I have at my proper costs and charges 
made, erected, buylded, fynyshed, and set up one house withe 
a chapell in the same in Coddington lane within the towne 
of Newarke afsd., which house and chapell I made to be an 
almeshouse for the cotinuall ease, fynding and lodging -of 
fyve poore men etc etc. 

(Here follow several bequests of lands, tenements, &c., 
similar to the foregoing, to the Alderman of Newark and others 
for the purpose of maintaining the above, with numerous 
regulations and provisions relating thereto, also for the pay- ' 
ment of 40s. yearly to the ' Usher of the Gramerschole in 
Newarke towards the augmenting of his wages in teaching the 
petitts ' ; of £$ yearly ' and for ever to the world's end in 
pavagc within the sd. towne of Newarke in the most neidefuU 
places,' and of a balance (if any) ' towards the xv ths and x ths 
or other like charges of the sd ■ towne as most neede shall re 
quire.') (See article on " Charities.") 

Item, wher as I have willed and appoynted that v li. yerly 
for ever shalbe bestowed in pavage within the towne of 
Newarke afsd. where as most neide requirethby the discretion 
of the Aldn for the tyme and three of his most sober and dis- 
crete brethren assistaunts with the advice of the Vicar of 
the same towne and the comoners and ther successors for ever 
Therfore I will that the sd. pavage be nat made of any stones 
of Becon Hill, but only with such stones as lyeth under the 
delf* of stone nowe comonly used or els suche blewe stone as is 
to be gotten in Coddington feild. 

Item, I do give and bequeth to Willm Parke of Newarke 
afsd. for a remembrance to his heires for ever, ymediatlyo 
after my departure from this transitorie life, two peices of 
ground lyeng in Barnby gate in Newarke afsd. wythin a 
closse latelie in the tenure of John Cooke and nowe in the 
tenure of thesd. Willm Parke of the yerly rent of ii s., and also 
one other pece of grounde lyeng within the sd. closse in Barnby 
gate somtyme in t'holding of Robert Hoggen and nowe in the 
tenure of the sd. Willm Parke of the yerly rent of xviii d., in 
all by the vere iii s. vi d. 

And also I will and ordeyne by this my present last will 
and testament that if Vincent Skynner and Henrye Skynner 
before named do depart this present lif, or either .of them 
departe this life without heyres by ther bodyes lawfully 
begotten, that then all such landes Rentes graunges tenements 
and other heredits heretofore gyven and bequethed to them 
and to either of them by me by this my present last will 
and testament, and to ther heyres of ther bodyes, ymediatly 
after the decesse of Elisabeth my wife shall wholly remayne 
unto Willm Smyth and John Smythe, the sones of Steven 
Smythe and to ther heyres for ever, any thing or thinges 
herein otherwise mencyoned to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Item, I will that Elisabeth, my wif, John Brignell, of 
Newarke afsd., tanner, whom I ordeyn, constitute, and niake 
my full Executors, ymediatly after my departure from this 
present lif, willing them to make sale for redye money all and 
singler thes lands, Rents, tenements, cottages, and other 
hereds hereafter ensuynge as well for the true perf ormacon of 
thes mv legacies and bequests in this my will specified as also 
for the'iuste payment of my detts and other dutyes that can, 
may, or shalbe "claymed of right eyther by byll or suflicient 
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recorde ; firste, one tenemente in Newarke afsd. lyeng in 
Apleton gate somtyme in the holding of Margret Curson and 
nowe or lately in the tenure of John Brigges by yere 
for viii s. ; one cottage in the same gate nowe or 
lately in the tenure of Willm Matte for v s. by yere ; 
on other cottage ther nowe or lately in the tenure of Willm 
Man by yere for v s. ; one other tenemente nowe or lately 
in the tenure of Raut Beverlaie by yere for vii s. ; one other 
cottage ther nowe or lately in the tenure of AHce Taylyor 
widowe by yere for v s. ; one other cottage ther in t'holding 
of John Coddye and nowe or lately Robert Coddington by 
yere for v s. ; one other cottage ther somtyme in t'holding of 
Rauf Barton and nowe or lately John Bee by yere for vi s. 
viii d. ; one other cottage or tente ther nowe or lately in the 
tenure of John Thornton by yere for vii s. ; one chief Rent 
yssuyng and goyng out of a tenement in Apleton gate belong- 
ing to Gielby of Thisilton in the country of Rutland somtyme 
beyng in the tenure of John Hynde, wright, and nowe or lately 
in the tenure of "Willm Deanes, whiche chief rent is by yere 
xii d. ; one other tenement lyeng in Balderton gate letten to 
Edwarde Saynton by lease with a crofte to the same nowe 
beyng in the occupacon of Robert Chambers by yere for iiii s. ; 
one cottage in the for end of Myllngate nowe or lately in the 
tenure of Ellen Gaddesby by yere for iii s. iiii d. ; one other 
cottage lyeng in Cartergate now or lately in the tenure of 
the wif of late Richard Sylverside, widowe, by yere for iiii s. ; 
one peice of gronde 13'eng in Northgate whiche I had by ex- 
change of Mr. Molyneux, Esquier, buttyngupon the pynfold 
toward the easte and the kinges highwaye towards the west 
lately in the tenure of Roger Bathelaie for ii s. viii d. by yere. 
Item, on other pece of ground lyeng in Balderton gate afsd 
of the bakside of West house late in the tenure of Willm 
Meringe and nowe in the tenure of Mr. Foster by yere for 
xvi d. ; one tenement more in the same gate with the apptn- 
nces nowe or late in the tenure of John Ragge by yere for 
xvi s. Item, ii tents lyeng together in the sd. Balderton 
gate somtyme in the holding of parishe and nowe or lately 
in the tenure of John Thornton the yonger by yere for xxvi s. 
viii d. Item, one tenement ther morewithoute the chamber 
nowe or lately in the tenure of Isabell Donyngton by yere for 
V s. Item, one half tenement ther somtyme in the tenure of 
John Grene, after Willm Wallis, Sadler, and now or lately 
in tenure of John Aucklay by yere for vi s. Item, on 
chefe rente yssuynge and goyng out of the gield hall of 
Newarke afsd . by yere iiii s. Item, one other peice of ground 
in the east side of the same strete or gate lyeng of the south 
side the waye next unto the ground of John Wilson of the 
west and Claxton ground of the easte, and now or lately in the 
tenure of Xxofer Grene, whiche somtyme belonged to Croxton 
Abbaye and is by yere xii d. Item, one other cheif rent of 
iiii s. by yere yssuyng and goyng out of our Ladye gield for 
the Gild hall. Item, one porcion or peice of grounde lyeng 
within a closse lately belonginge to Willm Mering, Esquier, 
and nowe purchased by Willm Leverette lyeng at Beamonde 
butts for viii d. by yere. Item, cne tenement lying in Carter- 
gate nowe or lately in t'holdinge of Henry Dossye by yere for 
xvi s. Item, one cheif rent or obitte rent of iiii s. by }'ere 
yssuinge and goyng cut of a tente or stable of the bakside 
the ' Harte ' along after the lane ther of the north side, and 
butts upon Cartergate towards the east belonging to the 
Alderman and xii assistants of Newarke somtyme in the 
tenure of Francy s Fitzwilliam and nowe in the tenure of Thomas 
Eyer. Item, one cottage lyeng in Castelgate nowe or lately 
in the tenure of Old Sharpe somtyme belonging to the late 
monasterye of Kirksteide by yere v s. and also one chief rent 
of V s. by yere yssuyng and goyng out of a house in the strete 
called Kirkgate somtyme belonging to Bartilmewe Fieldham 
and nowe is Edward Sayntons, beyng nowe or lately in the 
holdinge of Peter Stawen, whiche somtyme belonged to the 
late monastery of Brodholme, and the same cheif rent to be 
paid at Martynmasse. Item, one other cheif rent of xi s. 
by yere yssuyng and goyng out of a house of Robert Lynnes 
lyeng in Kirkgate afsd. wherin the sd. Roberte dothe nowe 
inhabite and lately apperteynyng to the sd. late monasterie 
of Brodholme, and one garden stede lyeng in Widlegate som- 
tyme belonginge to Shelforthe, and after to Richard Whalley, 
and now or lately in the holding of John Hartley, roper, for 
xii d. by yere ; one chief rent of xii d. by yere yssuyng and 



goyng out of the landes and tentes of Willm Skrymshawe lyeng 
in South Muskhm, in all of the sd. landes to be sold and also 
one cottage more lyenge in Balderton gate somtyme in the 
tenure of Roberte Plommer and nowe or lately in the tenure 
of one Hydes wif, widowe, by yere iiii s., in tholle to be sould 
viii Ii. XV s. iiii d. 

The Residue of all my goodes playte Jewells cattail and 
other chattels etc. I will shall be equalie divided in thre parts, 
wherof I will one parte shalbe distributed by the discretion of 
my sd. Executors, with the consent and advice always of my 
freynd Willm Parke, to my wives children and other charitable 
actes for the helthe of my souU and all Christen soulles, and 
the other two partes I will shalbe equallye devided betwene 
mv sd. Executors. (Clause that all exors costs and charges 
shall be borne and taken of testors proper goodes.) And 
furder I will if ther shall remayne any maner of goodes cattel 
plate Jewells and other chattels of mine after this my present 
will and test, be wholly performed, that the remaynder be 
equallye dyvided and parted emongest my sd. Executors. 

And to th'intente that my sd. Executors male the better 
and more be assisted by good counsell in and aboute all my 
causes matters touching this my presente will and testament 
I therefore shall humbly beseche the right worshipfull Sr 
Anthony Nevell, Knyghte, and Mr. Forster, Esquier, of ther 
great goodnes that it may please them by the way of Charitie 
to be supervisours of this my sd. will and testament, and for a 
poor remembrance I do give unto the sd. Sr Anthony Nevell 
fyvemarkes, and to Mr. Anthony Forster xl s., in tholle cvi s. 
viiid., trustinge that bothe they and my sd. Executors will 
remember me according to the greate goodnes that I trust 
verilie and doubtethe not whiche is in them all. (Clause 
charging Exors. to deliver immediate possession of lands, 
tents, and hereds, also of all evidences, deeds, and writings 
concerning same). I the afsd. Willm Phillipotte do declare, 
knoledge, and confesse by thes presentes to be my proper 
acte and deide, and also the same to be my last will and 
testament, and that all former my willes and testaments 
made and ordeyned at any tyme before the date of this 
present will and testament to be utterly frustrate, voyde, 
and of none effecte. Thes beyng witnes ; Richarde Foster 
of Fokinghm in the county of Lyncolnc, John Taverham, 
Gierke, Vicar of the towne of Newarke, John Corbrigge, 
Alderman of the same towne, Robert Howes of the same, 
Willm Parke of the same, Willm Robynson of the same, 
Roberte Robynson of the same, Roberte Chambers of the 
same, Edward Kelsterne of tlie same, Richarde Bingham otthe 
same, and Henrye Clynt, of the same, withe others. 

Probate granted 7th October, a.d. 1557, to Elisabethe 
Phillipotte, widowe, saving the right of John Brignell the 
other Executor. 



AN INTERESTING IN^'ENTORY. 
In the possession of Mr. W. Bradley is an inventory of 
the contents of the Saracen's Head Inn, taken on the gth 
May, 1622, after the decease of John Twentyman, the elder, 
whose house it was. This inventory is written on three narrow 
skins of parchment, only five inches wide, but sewn end to 
end, forming a continuous roll nearly eight feet long. The 
appraisers were Daniel Cross, Thomas Clarke, William Womb- 
well, Robert Harris, and Luke Harris. The house contained 
a very large amount of furniture, linen, and upholstery, all 
of which is set out at length, with the price at which each item 
was valued, the whole forming a most interesting and in- 
structive list of the furniture of a great provincial inn of the 
days of James I. The list of chattels is taken room by room, 
the following being the places specified : The White Chamber, 
the Middle Chamber next the White Chamber, the ould Great 
Chamber, the iner Chamber, the Hy. Gallery, the Low Parler 
in ye yard, the Corne Chamber, the Tapistry (the " Tap*"), 
the iner Well Chamber, the outward Well Chamber, the new 
Great Chamber, Parker's Chamber att ye lower end of ye 
yard, the Middle Chamber, Rose's Chamber, the new Gallery 
at ye lower ende of ye howse. Old Bess Good['s] Chamber, 
the Maide's Chamber, the Cheese Chamber, " your owne 
Chamber," the Shoppe Chamber (Twentyman was an iron- 
monger, as well as the chief innkeeper in the town), the Shop, 
the Buttery, the Kitchen, the Brewhouse, Lance Parler, the 
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Well Stabill, the greater Middle Stabill, the Great Stabill, 
the Cow-howse Stabill, the Cockpitt Yard, the Faggot Howse, 
the Swin koote (swine-cote), and the Oystlre (ostler's room). 
After this exhaustive inventory (every article, to a broken 
candlestick even, is recorded), is appended a list of " Debtes 
owing to the deceased att his death, all which are accompted 
desprate." Twenty-six of these debts are listed, mostly 
" uppon bill," or " uppon bonnd," and many well-known 
local names are in the list. 



NEWARK AND ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL. 

Among the Corporation papers is a document endorsed, 
" A note of the mony collected for the repaires of Paule 
Church" (a.d. 1633). The following were the contributors, 
each one placing his autograph or mark opposite the amount he 
gave : — 

Edward Standish, 2s. 6d. ; John Noble, 2s. ;, Thomas 
Jenison, 2S. ; Chr. Haslam, 2S. ; Peter Smith, 2S. ; John 
Jenison, 2S. ; Thomas Hobman, is. 6d. ; John Standish, 2s. ; 
Henry Clifton, is. 6d. ; Christopher Wilson, 2S. ; Anthony 
Hobman, is. 6d. ; Matthew Mercer, 2S. ; Lancelot Thompson, 
2S. 6d. ; Mordecay Hunton, js. ; John Johnson, 2s. ; Hercules 
Clay, 2s. ; William Denison, 2s. ; Thomas Shipman, 2s. 6d. ; 
Richard Marshall 2S. fid. ; Martin Steede, fid. ; Nicholas Parye, 
4d. ; Robert Shawe, 4d. ; William Shipman, is. ; William Baker, 
6d. ; William Whitton, 3d. ; William Richards, fid. ; William 
Haslam, fid. ; William Hutchings, 4d. ; Robert Glason, junr., 
4d. ; Thomas Standish, is. ; John Morris, fid. ; Thomas 
Smith, fid. ; William Martin, fid. ; William Dalliwater, fid. ; 
George Read, 4d. ; Richard Mercer, fid. ; Robert Beck, fid. ; 
William Jole, fid. ; John Simpson, is. ; William Barker, is. ; 
Henry Gray, fid. ; Geoffrey Holden, fid. ; Richard Marshall, 
fid. ; Oliver Goule, 4d. ; Richard Gunthorpe, 4d. ; William 
Wattson, IS. ; Richard Johnson, 4d. ; Edward Wilson, 4d. ; 
Robert Derisey, fid. ; William Barret, fid. ; Thomas Huncke, 
IS. ; John Sturtivant, fid. ; Thomas Tress, is. ; Laurence 
Wharton, 4d. ; Thomas Summers, fid. ; William Draper, 4d. ; 
John Crooke, 4d. ; Doctor Ffrend, 2s. fid. ; James Pawson, 
IS. fid. ; Edmund Obey, is. fid. ; Richard Glason, fid. ; 
Robert Buckley, fid. ; William Woodward, fid. ; Doctor 
Cossins, 2s. fid. ; Gilbert Atkinson, 2s. ; William Leeke, Esq., 
los. ; Robert Glason, senr., fid. ; Michill Clipsham, fid. ; 
Elisha Hunton, fid. ; William Knight, fid. ; Theophilus Hind- 
marsh, IS. ; John Gill, 4d. ; Edward Twentiman, fid. ; Robert 
Bucher, 4d. ; Tho. Stone, 4d. ; William Ellis, is. Total, 

iA 8s. 9d- 

Decimo quinto die May anno nono Caroli regis etc, 
anno dni 1633. 

Rec by mee Richard Truman of Stokebardolphe in the 
County of Nott of Mr. Maior of Newarke in the sayd county 
being money voluntarily given by the Inhabitants of the 
towne and Borrough of Newark aforesaid towards the repaire 
of Snt Paules Church in London the sume of ffoure powndes 
eight shillings and nine pence. I say rec by me. 

4 li. 8 s. 9 d. Richard Truman. 



Thefollowing letter appeared in the " Newark Advertiser " 
of April 17th, 1907 : — 

AN INTERESTING RELIC. 

Sir, — There has, only to-day, come into my possession 
a book of such exceptional interest to Newarkers that you 
will perhaps allow me enough of your valuable space to des- 
cribe it at some length. 

This book is Hercules Clay's Bible. Hercules Clay is 
such a familiar name to Newarkers, his memory is kept 
perennially green among us by his annual sermon and his 
annual Dole ; the romantic story of his warning dream and 
his escape from the shell of the bombardiers during the siege 
is so well known to all the townfolk, that I feel they cannot 
but take interest in so intimate a relic of the pious alderman 
as his well-thumbed family Bible. 

The volume, which is bound in old calf with the initials 
" H.C." in gilt on the side, is in old black letter throughout, 
and consists of the Psalms and Prayers, the Old Testament, 



Apocrypha, and New Testament, and was printed in London 
by Robert Barker in ifio7. Before the Old Testament title 
is written the following doggerel in the Alderman's hand : — • 

" This bookes a River not over great 
For lambs to walke thear in 
Nor is theare want for depth or bredth 
For Beaumoth [Behemoth] to swim. 

per me Hercules Claye 
Great is the Lord most worthy prayes." 
Clay's signature occurs again on the margin of page 485, and 
throughout are many texts and passages marked by him. 

Before the New Testament title is written the record of 
the births of his children. Hercules Clay had married Mary 
Lante in Newark Church (as the Registers show) on April 17th, 
ifi3i, and the following are Clay's entries in his family Bible, 
all written in his own hand : — 

" Md. [memorandum] that my daughter Elizabeth was 
borne the 27th of October, 1631, beinge Thursday, beetwixt 
6 and 7 of the clocke at night. 

" My son John was borne the 22 of November 1632, 
bee [ing] Thursday at fi of the clocke at night. 

" Hercules was borne the 17 November beinge Sunday 
at 4 of the clocke in the morning, ifi33. [Newark Registers 
record his baptism two days later.] 

" Frances was borne the i sth of November 1634 beetwixt 
4 and 5 o'clock in the morninge beinge Satterday. 

" Will was borne the 12th November 1635. 

" Thos. the nth June 1637. 

" Timothy 23th Aug. ifi38. 

" Mary 22th August ifi39. 

" There [sic] Mother was Buried the 2th October ifi40 
with her child." 

After these entries comes the most interesting of all, a 
reference by Clay himself to that incident which seems to have 
made so great an impression on his life, and which he caused to 
be commemorated on his monument in our church. His 
words are : — 

" Let mee Remember never to forget the great preserva- 
tion the I ord bestowed on mee and my wife in giving us our 

lives from a tirable shot of a " the rest, unfortunately, 

has disappeared, being cut away by some ruthless book- 
binder when re-binding the volume. 

This Bible is mentioned by Dickinson (" Hist, of 
Newark," p. 302, footnote) as being in the possession of the 
Rev. Dr. Milnes, a descendant of Hercules Clay by the mar- 
riage of Dorothy Clay, his great-granddaughter, with Thomas 
Milnes. From them it passed down to Dorothy's great- 
grandson, Charles Gery Milnes, of Beckingham, whose book- 
plate it bears. At the dispersal of the Beckingham Hall 
Library, in London, the Bible was bought by Mr. F. A. Crisp, 
F.S.A., who printed its genealogical memoranda in Vol. III. 
of his " Fragmenta Genealogica." Now, by the dispersal of 
Mr. Crisp's collection through a London bookseller, this his- 
toric volume has come back to Newark through purchase by 
myself. — I am. Sir, yours faithfully, 

Thos. M. Blagg. 

ifith April, 1907. 



A 17TH CENTURY LETTER. 

We take the following letter from the Corporation 
minute book : — 

" Mr. Maior, — 

"My manie weaknesses (not unknowne to your selfe and 
the rest of the companie of Aldermen), enforce me to sue unto 
you for a dismission from the place of Aldermanshipp which 
I freely hereby surrender unto you, not as one who for any 
private end would sequester himselfe from your societie, but 
desiring that a happie and due succession may continue in the 
publique government of this Corporation which, as I would 
not hinder by my person, soe shall I ever endeavour to further 
by my prayers, and rest. 

" Yours in what he may, 

" Henrie Clifton. 

" Newark ii Martii 
" 1639." 
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DR. JOHN BLOW. 
This famous musician is stated in most biographical works 
to have been born at North CoUingham, though the registers 
of that parish contain no reference whatever to him or his 
family. Discussing the subject in its issue of Jan. ist, 1902, 
the Musical Times says : — 

What seems to throw a new light, and, to a large extent 
furnishes conclusive information on the matter, has recently 
been discovered by Mr. Thomas M. Blagg, of Newark, who 
contributed to the AthencBum, of the 7th ult., the result of his 
investigations in these words : — 

" I have recently been working at the parish registers 
of this place (Newark), and I find a Henry Blow and Katharine 
Langworth, widow, were married here in 1646. They had 
three children : Henry, born in 1647 ; John, baptized Feb- 
ruary 23, 1648-9 ; and Katharine, born two years later. 
The idea immediately occurred to me that this John might 
be the author of the ' Amphion Anglicus.' Newark is within 
six miles of North CoUingham, his reputed birthplace, and 
any other connexion with that place — such, possibly, as its 
being the residence of his mother's relatives — might have 
given rise to its being assigned as his birthplace. 

" According to the allegation for his marriage licence, in 
September, 1764, John Blow was then twenty-six years old, 
whereas, if this Newark entry relate to him , and if, as would 
almost certainly be the case, he was baptized within a day or 
two of his birth, he would be five months short of that age. 
This discrepancy, however, is so slight that the assumption 
cannot bfe dismissed on that ground alone. 

" Of Blow's family we know very little. His eldest son was 
named Henry, and one of his three daughters Katharine. 
If the Newark baptism be really his, what more natural than 
that his son should be given the same name as was borne 
by his father and elder brother, and that he should name his 
daughter after his mother and only sister ? " 

Mr. Blagg concludes his interesting communication with 
references to the will of Dr. Blow — wlierein the old church 
composer mentions his " sister Cage" and " niece Elizabeth 
Blow " — and to collateral branches of the family. He is of 
opinion that, after the death of Henry Blow (the father) 
in 1655, the family removed to London, where John became 
one of the children of the Chapel Royal in 1660. 



CIVIL WAR NOTES. 
Fuller details of the first brush with the enemy at Newark 
(p. 59) are given in " a brief relation of the remarkable occur- 
rences in the northern parts, viz., the landing of the Queen's 
Majesty in Burlington, and the repulse given unto the rebels 
in the town of Newark, both signified by several letters on 
the same day, being Friday, March 3, 1642 (3), printed by 
H. Hall, MDCXLII." The writer says the King received the 
news of both events at the same time. " A messenger was sent 
describing the Queen's safe arrival, and this messenger, going 
to Oxford, passed by Newark, a place well known to those who 
travel the Northern road, and at this time more notable for 
the garrison there placed by the prudent foresight of the Earl 
of Newcastle ; a town at which the enemies of His Majesty's 
peace have often cast many an envious eye as being a bar to 
their proceedings . . but never durst appear before it until 
Monday last, beingthe 27th February, 1642(3). Butthenit 
pleased the Earl of Lincoln, the Lord Willoughby of Parham, 
Col. Ballard, and the other chieftains of the rebels in Lincoln- 
shire, to think upon some cause for satisfying the good people 
in London, who had long mused among themselves why a 
band so well furnished and provided with all things necessary 
for that service had not set upon the town (as one of their 
diurnals tells us), which, being resolved upon amongst them 
they sent for Sir John Gell, from Derbyshire, to meet them 
with his rabble, if for no other reason, yet that they might be 
sure of some lucky hand to deface tombs and monuments and 
to kill dead bodies, whereat Gell was excellent. Of this 
design, Col. Henderson, the watchful governor of the town, 
having timely notice, drew forth his cavalry, consisting of ten 
companies, some four nights before, and went to Beckingham 
near the rebel quarters, whereof, having some intelligence of 
their espials, they kept themselves in such close and good 
order that nothing could be done upon them to frustrate or 



divert their action, so that he made a leisurely and fair retreat 
to the town again, there to expect their further determination. 
Nor was it long before they let him know their resolutions, 
advancing on the day before arranged, with all their forces, 
being 6,000 and above, and ten pieces of ordnance (most of 
them shooting bullets of six pound apiece) down to Beckon 
Hill, a mile from Newark, upon which hill the Governor, 
having no ordnance in the town to entertain them, had placed 
his cavalry to the best advantage he could. The enemy, 
seeing him, so far advanced upon him with the whole body 
of their army, and still as they came forward caused him to 
retire (it was the advantage of their cannon which he wanted), 
till at length by three removes he drew very near unto his 
works, and so at last into the town, and this was all that was 
done that day, the enemy retreating as the night came on 
and quartering all their forces in two small villages about a 
mile distant from his trenches. 

" On Tuesday morning, the last of February, they drew all 
their forces into one gross body, and coming as near unto his 
works as they could with safety, sent a trumpeter (as their 
manner is) demanding the surrender of the town and castle, 
which, being answered with a negative, and that the Governor 
was resolved to keep the town for His Majesty's sole use, they 
planted their ordnance, dividing their foot into three brigades, 
took in the Earl of Exeter's house (which was a Hospital here- 
tofore dependent on the See of Lincoln, but now assured upon 
the family by an Act of Parliament made this session) dis- 
charging 80 shot into the town from their works and batteries. 
At length the Notts and Derbyshire forces, making one 
brigade of themselves, advanced to a ditch, within pistol shot 
of the town works, and then discharged against the town from 
II of the clock at noon until six at night, and with more courage 
than success, the soldiers of the garrison playing their parts 
exceedingly valiantly, and being bravely seconded by the 
indefatigable bands, all with officers who behaved themselves 
stoutly and discreetly as they were directed. In the mean- 
time the other two brigades, having placed themselves before 
some other of the works, and finding them so strong there was 
little possibility of doing any good that way, retired with all 
their foot, horse, and artillery to Cell's post, hoping with 
their united powers to force an entrance into the town, and 
obtain the end of their desires, which being perceived by the 
wary Governor, he removed all his forces as they did, which 
was about three o'clock in the afternoon, letting them play, 
and entertaining them with a hotter service than they 
expected from that place for three hours together. At length, 
it being about six at night, discerning an abatement in the 
courage of the enemy, who began to wax weary of the work, 
he made a sally out upon them with such force and fury 
that he drove all their foot from their post into the shelter 
and protection of their cavalry,possessed himself of three pieces 
of ordnance, which he caused to be haled into the town, the 
whole body of the rebels retiring in great disorder and confusion 
till they got the advantage of a hedge, and so stood with the 
cavalry before them until dark night came on and made an 
end at that time to the disputation. 

' ' In this estate things stood when the messenger sent unto 
His Majesty (of whom beforel spoke) came into the to-ma, who, 
though he stayed no longer than the necessity of corporal 
rest did invite him to, yet stayed he long enough to see the 
enemy dislodged, and the Lords, with all their train, departed. 
Col. Henderson sent an account thereof in writing 
to his Sacred Majesty. . . . There were killed on the 
King's side in this brave repulse but one man only, a common 
soldier of the garrison, and not many hurt, but of the rebels 
there were slain no fewer than 200 men and many wounded, 
whereof the chief was Col. Ballard. There were also taken 
in the sally about 60 prisoners, many of which were found 
upon examination to be French Papists, whom the two Houses 
of Parliament thought not unfitting to take into their pay." 

In a picture of Naseby battlefield in Rushworth, Sir M. 
Langdale and the Newark horse are depicted opposite the 
right wing of the horse commanded by Cromwell. 

Mrs. Hutchinson says, " Sir Gervase Eyre repaired to 
Newark and received the command of a troop of horse. 
When Prince Rupert hastened to the relief of the town, Sir 
Gervase Eyre's horse regiment was one of those which inter- 
posed to keep the two wings of the enemy from uniting, and 
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assisted m gaining the victory." This was in 1643, and two 
years later this gallant soldier was slain. His body was re- 
moved to Rampton for interment, and on the north wall of 
the chancel there is a, brass bearing this inscription : — " In 
this vault lie the remains of Sir Gervase Eyre, Kt., who was 
killed in defending Newark Castle for King Charles the First." 

Fen Ditton, a village near Cambridge, is rich in its associa- 
tions with the family of Sir Richard Willies (or Willys), once 
Governor of Newark. In the chancel of the church are mural 
monuments to Richard Wil]\-s, of the Inner Temple, and 
Jane, his wife ; he died in 162 i; , and the lady in 1628. Also to 
Dame Anne WUlys, wife of Sir Thomas Willys, Bart., who 
died in 1685 ; to Sir Thcmas Willys, who died in 1701, in his 
90th year, leaving three sons and one daughter ; Sir John 
Willys, died in 1704, and Sir Thomas, his son, in 1705, 
leaving issue. Sir John Willys, an infant. This last Sir 
Thomas, only son and heir, died 30th March, 1724, being 
" to his ever sorrowing mother a day of bitterness and con- 
summate affliction." Opposite the church are some alms- 
houses, on the site of the older houses of the same kind, 
" erected by a member of the Willys' family, a.d. 1665-6." 
The old Hall, a short distance from the church, still remains in 
excellent preservation — a tine Jacobean house, with its wains- 
cotted rooms and carved oak staircase ; the wainscot in one 
of the principal chambers bearing the arms of the Willys' 

family. 

NOVELISTS AT NEWARK. 

In historical novels Newark often comes to the forefront. 
We have the Ci\il War period skilfully discussed in Mrs. 
Musters' " Cavaher Stronghold," in Miss Glaister's " Mark- 
hams of Ollerton," and in a book entitled, " For a King," 
published a few years ago. These are works which cleverly inter- 
weave fiction and fact, and are more or less of a local nature. 

But some eminent novelists, with no local associations 
or inspirations, have taken their heroes and heroines through 
this town. First and foremost is Sir Walter Scott, " the 
Wizard of the North," who must have visited Newark on 
more than one occasion to have obtained that accurate 
knowledge of the district which is manifested in his classic 
pages. In " The Heart of Midlothian " he brings Jeanie 
Deans to Newark, and takes her through a series of 
curious adventures in the locality. As readers of Scott will be 
aware, Jeanie follows the great North-road to I-ondon to 
plead with the Queen for her sister's life, and, arriving at 
Newark, seeks the hospitality of the " Saracen's Head." 

Sir Walter pays a high "tribute to the " civil and gentle- 
manly manners " of the genial landlord, for the great novelist, 
like Shenstone, the poet, had found, on more than one occa- 
sion in his journeyings, " his warmest welcome at an Inn." 
On leaving hospitable Newark, Jeanie underwent some strange 
experiences in the neighbourhood of Gonerby Hill, and we 
have a most interesting chapter in which she and Madge 
Wildfire figure, the scene of which is laid at Staunton, all the 
local allusions showing with what an observant eye Sir Walter 
had scanned the district. Possibly he may have spent some 
time at lordly Belvoir, or he may have been a guest of the 
good clergyman whom he graphically describes as " an aged 
gentleman of dignified appearance and deportment." and in 
all respects a worthy man. 

It is not alone, however, in the famous pages of Scott, 
that- the name of Newark and her hostelries is enshrined. 
Another master of the pen, as brilliant in his way as his great 
predecessor, has introduced some local references in one of his 
finest novels. Dickens, in " Nicholas Nickleby," gives a 
graphic description of the coach ride from London to York, 
and brings vividly before us a picture of what travelling was 
ere the railway lines were laid. Here is an extract, depicting 
Nicholas on his journey in dull winter time : — 

" The night and the snow came on together, and dismal 
enough they were. There was no sound to be heard but the 
howling of the wind ; for the noise of the wheels, and the tread 
of the horses' feet, were rendered inaudible by the thick coat- 
ing of snow which covered the ground, and was fast increasing 
every moment. The streets of Stamford were deserted as they 
passed through the town ; and its old churches rose, frowning 
and dark, from the whitened ground. Twenty miles further 
on, two of the front outside passengers, wisely availing them- 



selves of their arrival at one of the best inns in England, 
turned in, for the night, at the " George," at Grantham. 
The remainder wrapped themselves more closely in their 
coats and cloaks, and, leaving the light and warmth of the 
town behind them, pillowed themselves against the luggage, 
and prepared, with many half-suppressed moans, again to 
encounter the piercing blasts which swept across the open 
country. 

" They were little more than a stage out of Graniham, or 
about half-way between it and Newark, when Nicholas, w ho had 
been asleep for a short time, was suddenly roused by a violent 
jerk which nearly threw him from his seat. Grasping the 
rail, he found that the coach had sunk greatly on one side, 
though it was still dragged forward by the horses ; and while 
— confused by their plunging and the loud screams of the lady 
inside — he hesitated, for an instant, whether to jump off or 
not, the vehicle turned easily over, and relieved him from all 
further uncertainty by flinging him into the road." 



Prefixed to Vol. I. of " Gulliver's Travels," 1726, is 
" The Publisher to the Reader " (probably written by Swift 
himself), in which it is said : " Mr. Gulliver, growing weary 
of the concourse of curious people coming to him at his house 
in Redriff (Rotherhithc), made a small purchase of land, with 
a convenient house, near Newark, in Nottinghamshire, his 
native country, where he now lives retired, yet in good 
esteem among his neighbours."' " Although Mr. Gulliver 
was born in Nottinghamshire, where his father dwelt, yet I 
have heard him say his family came from Oxfordshire." 
The l^eginning of the " Travels " is as follows : " My father 
had a small estate in Nottinghamshire." Mr. Sketchley 
writes : " The question arises. Why did Swift pitch upon 
Nottinghamshire ? and the guess may be allowed that it was 
because Esther Johnson (his "Stella"), to whom he was 
deeply attached, perhaps even married, came, as Swift himself 
has told us, of a Nottinghamshire family, and so possibly may 
have talked to the Dean of that county. Swift's words are : 
" Her father was a younger brother of a good family in 
Nottinghamshire." 

John Taylor, "the Water-poet" (1580-1653), in his 
" Pennilesse Pilgrimage," writes : " Sir Robert Anstruther 
.gave me a letter to Newarke upon Trent, where Master 
George Atkinson, mine host, made me as welcome as if 1 had 
been a French Lord, and what was to be paid, as I call'd for 
nothing I paid as much, and left the reckoning, with many 
thanks, to Sir Robert Anstruther." 



" George Eliot," the novelist, was at the " Ram," 
September, 1868 : " But on Friday morning the sky was 
threatening, so we started for Newark, which we had visited 
in old days on our expedition to Gainsborough. At Newark 
we found an old inn, the ' Ram,' opposite the ruins of the 
Castle, and then we went for a stroll along the banks of the 
Trent, seeing some charming quiet landscapes." 

George " Eliot's Life," iii., 57. 

Thomas Miller, in his " Gideon Giles " — a book tliat has 
been read by thousands with amusement and pleasure — gives 
a vivid description of the scenery around Newark, and of an 
inn which he disguises under the name of the " Fallow Deer." 
This is how his opening chapter begins : — 

" It was early on a fine May morning, several years 
ago, when a young man of gentleman-like appearance, 
alighted from one of the northern mails at the front of the 
old ' Fallow Deer ' inn, Newark — a comfortable-looking 
public-house, as all know who have travelled that road, which 
faces the ' sweet south,' and overlooks one of those rich pastoral 
landscapes, such as are to be found nowhere but in England." 

In succeeding pages there is a detailed sketch of the 
interior fittings of the inn, of Ben Brust (one of the heroes 
of the story) and the landlord — the latter " a fine, tall, hearty 
fellow, with a twinkle of good humour in his eye, and a glow 
of health in his countenance." 



In more recent times other novelists have introduced 
Newark in their pages, and notably that very popular and 
pleasing writer, Mr. Nat Gould, whose novels have reached a 
phenomenal sale. Mr. Gould resided for several years at 
Newark, and the writer of these volumes is proud to have had 
him as a pupil and to claim him as a friend. 
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Herts 
Wait, Mr. F. W., Radcliffe 
Walker, Rev. J., Averham 
Wallis, F.S.A., Mr. G. H., 

Nottingham 
♦Ward, Mr. James, Nottingham 
Ward, Mr. W., Newark 
t^Wardley, Mr. J. O., Newark 
Warrand, General W. E., 

Southwell 
♦Warwick, Mr. J. F., Upton 

Hall 
♦Warwick, Mr. R. H., Burgage 

Manor, Southwell 
♦Warwick, Mr. W. D., Balder- 
ton Hall 
♦Watson, Mrs. J. M., Ravelston 

Dykes, Edinburgh 
♦Welby, Bart., C.B., Sir Charles 
Wilcockson, Mr. B., Notting- 
ham 
♦Wild, Rev. Canon Marshall 
Wildsmith, Mr. W., Newark 
Wilkinson, Mr. M., Newark 
Wilkinson, Mr. Bargate, New- 
ark 
Wills. Dr. C, Famsfield 
Wilson, Mr. W., Newark 
♦Winchilsea, The Right Hon. 

Edith, Countess of 
Whiles, Mrs. S., Newark 
fWhiles, Mr. H. S., Newark 
♦White, Mrs., Ram Hotel, New- 
ark 
♦Wood, Mr. A. F., Farndon 
♦Woolley, Mr. T. C. Smith, 
Collingham 
Woolwich Free- Library, per 

Mr. H. Bond 
Wragg, Mr. H., Newark 
fWright, Mr. J. C, Newark 
Wright, Rev. J. S., Southwell 
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